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The  Honorable  Matthew  R.  Denver  has  a political  record 
that  has  probably  never  been  equaled  in  the  history  of  the  Democratic 
Party  of  Ohio.  Though  only  forty-one  years  of  age  he  has  for  years 
been  a power  to  be  reckoned  with  in  Democratic  politics  in  his  county, 
district  and  state,  and  is  now  serving  his  third  term  in  Congress  from  a 
district  that  was  never  before  represented  by  a Democrat. 

Mr.  Denver  is  a son  of  Gen.  James  W.  Denver,  one  of  Ohio’s 
greatest  Democrats,  a sketch  of  whom  appears  elsewhere  in  this  vol- 
ume. He  has  taken  an  active  part  in  politics  in  every  campaign  since 
he  was  a voter.  He  has  been  chairman  of  the  Clinton  County  Demo- 
cratic Committee  since  he  was  twenty-two  years  of  age  and  during  that 
time  has  attended  almost  every  state  convention  as  a delegate.  He 
was  a member  of  the  State  Central  Committee  from  the  Sixth  District 
in  1902  and  1903  and  a member  of  the  State  Executive  Committee 
in  1896  and  1905.  He  was  a District  Delegate  to  the  National  Con- 
vention at  Chicago  in  1 896  and  a delegate-at-large  from  Ohio  in  1 908. 
In  1908  the  convention  was  held  at  Denver,  Colorado,  which  was 
named  in  honor  of  Mr.  Denver’s  father  and  no  delegate  to  that  con- 
vention was  the  recipient  of  more  attentions  from  the  people  of  that 
hospitable  city  than  Mr.  Denver — he  was,  in  fact,  their  guest  of 
honor. 
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In  1906  Mr.  Denver  was  nominated  for  Congress  in  the  Sixth 
District,  which  was  always  considered  one  of  the  safe  Republican 
districts  of  Ohio.  His  father  had  twice  been  a candidate  for  Con- 
gress from  that  district,  but  in  spite  of  his  unquestioned  ability  and 
great  popularity  he  was  on  both  occasions  defeated,  but  it  must  be 
remembered  that  when  his  father  was  a candidate  party  ties  were  less 
frequently  disregarded  than  in  recent  years.  The  Sixth  District  is 
Republican  by  from  4000  to  5000  plurality  but  in  his  first  campaign 
Mr.  Denver  was  elected  by  a plurality  of  1180;  in  1 908  he  was  re- 
elected by  1600  although  Mr.  Taft  carried  the  district  for  President 
by  over  4000  votes;  in  1910  he  was  elected  for  a third  term  by  2952. 
He  is  not  only  the  first  Democrat  to  be  elected  in  the  Sixth  District, 
but  the  first  man  ever  elected  for  a third  term.  In  Congress  he  is  now 
a‘ member  of  the  Committee  on  Insular  Affairs  and  of  the  important 
Rules  Committee. 

In  business  Mr.  Denver  has  been  as  successful  as  in  politics. 
He  probably  inherited  his  business  acumen  not  only  from  his  father 
but  also  from  his  maternal  grandfather,  Matthew  Rombach,  who  was 
one  of  the  pioneers  of  Clinton  County  and  for  years  one  of  the  leading 
citizens  of  Wilmington. 

After  his  graduation  from  Georgetown  University  he  entered  his 
grandfather’s  bank  as  a clerk,  worked  through  each  book,  became 
assistant  cashier,  then  vice-president  and  is  now  president  of  the  Clinton 
County  National  Bank.  He  is  also  vice-president  of  the  Irwin  Augur 
Bit  Company  and  financially  interested  in  many  of  the  other  leading 
industries  of  Wilmington. 

Mr.  Denver  was  born  at  Wilmington,  December  21 , 1870.  He 
was  married  to  Miss  Veda  Slack  of  Wilmington  and  they  have  two 
children,  both  girls,  Virginia  and  Kathryn. 

Mr.  Denver’s  name  is  now  being  prominently  mentioned  in  all 
sections  of  the  state  as  a future  candidate  for  Governor  of  Ohio  and 
his  friends  will  be  very  much  surprised  and  disappointed  if  the  future 
does  not  hold  for  him  even  higher  political  honors. 
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Gen.  James  W.  Denver. — It  would  require  a separate  volume 
of  this  work  to  do  justice  to  the  life  of  James  W.  Denver,  one  of  the 
most  picturesque  characters  that  the  Democracy  of  Ohio  ever  pre- 
sented to  the  nation.  Gen.  Denver  was  a brilliant  lawyer,  a practical 
farmer,  a successful  business  man,  a gallant  soldier,  a wise  legislator 
and  a fearless  and  farseeing  statesman.  His  life  covered  the  most 
inspiring  period  of  American  history  and  he  was  an  active  participant 
in  the  most  exciting  events  of  his  time.  He  traveled  in  the  vanguard 
of  American  civilization  from  old  Virginia  to  the  Golden  Gate,  he 
was  one  of  that  army  of  pioneers  who  conquered  the  golden  west  and 
added  a priceless  empire  to  their  country’s  domain;  two  great  states 
bear  names  that  he  conferred  upon  them  and  ten  cities  and  towns, 
in  as  many  states,  including  the  “Beautiful”  City  of  the  Plains  (Den^ 
ver,  Colorado)  bear  his  honored  name  as  a fitting  and  immortal  tribute 
to  his  memory.  So  important,  so  varied  and  so  inspiring  was  his  career, 
that  it  might  well  serve  the  great  American  novelist  of  the  future,  as 
the  basis  for  an  historical  romance.  And  that  novelist  will  search  the 
pages  of  American  history  in  vain  for  the  record  of  a man  in  whose 
character,  was  more  thoroughly  blended  all  of  the  attributes  of  the  hero. 

The  name  of  Denver  has  been  an  honored  one  in  England  for 
centuries,  the  founder  of  the  family  was  Roland  D’Anvers  who  ac- 
companied William  the  Conquerer  to  England  in  1 066.  Roland  was 
a favorite  of  that  adventurous  monarch  and  when  he  divided  the  lands 
of  the  defeated  Saxons  among  his  nobles  D’Anvers  was  well  pro- 
vided for.  In  the  course  of  time  as  the  invaders  adopted  the  language 
of  the  conquered  country  and  forgot  their  French  the  name  was  pro- 
nounced and  finally  spelled  Denver. 

One  branch  of  the  family  moved  to  Ireland  after  Cromwell’s 
invasion  and  though  they  went  there  as  conquerers  they  soon  appre- 
ciated the  tyranny  of  English  misrule  and  allied  themselves  with  the 
patriots  of  the  Emerald  Isle  in  their  struggle  for  liberty  against  over- 
whelming odds.  Patrick  Denver  the  grandfather  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  was  a member  of  the  United  Irishmen  and  so  active  in  the 
rebellion  of  1 798  that  he  was  obliged  to  flee  from  the  country.  He 
came  to  America  with  his  son  Patrick  W.  Denver  and  settled  in 
Frederick  County,  Virginia. 
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Patrick  Denver  served  with  distinction  in  the  War  of  1812  and 
came  to  Ohio  in  1831.  He  purchased  a farm  near  Wilmington  in 
Clinton  County  where  he  died  in  1 838. 

James  W.  Denver  was  born  Oct.  23,  1817  in  Winchester, 

- Virginia  and  accompanied  his  father  to  Ohio  when  he  was  thirteen 
years  of  age.  His  early  life  was  that  of  the  average  country  boy  in 
Ohio  in  the  early  days  with  an  abundance  of  hard  work  and  limited 
educational  facilities.  Through  his  own  efforts,  however,  he  secured  an 
education,  taught  school,  read  law,  attended  a course  of  lectures  at  the 
Cincinnati  Law  School  from  which  he  graduated  in  1 844.  In  the  fall 
of  that  year  he  went  to  Xenia  where  he  edited  the  Thomas  Jefferson,  a 
Democratic  newspaper.  In  1843  he  moved  to  Platte,  Mo.,  where  he 
practiced  law,  taught  school  and  edited  the  Platte  Argus. 

When  the  war  with  Mexico  was  declared  he  raised  a company 
of  volunteers  which  was  mustered  in  the  American  army  as  Co.  H, 
12th  U.  S.  Infantry  with  Denver  as  captain  and  assigned  to  the 
command  of  Gen.  Franklin  Pierce  afterward  President  of  the  United 
States.  He  joined  Gen.  Scott  at  Pueblo  and  though  stricken  with 
yellow  fever  at  Vera  Cruz  was  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight  during 
that  glorious  campaign  that  resulted  in  the  capture  of  the  City  of 
Montezumas. 

After  the  close  of  the  war  he  returned  to  Platte,  Mo.,  and 
shortly  afterward  to  his  old  home  at  Wilmington,  Ohio.  During  this 
year,  1849,  gold  was  discovered  in  California  and  when  the  exciting 
reports  of  that  discovery  reached  Ohio  Mr.  Denver  was  unable  to 
long  resist  the  siren  call  to  wealth  or  death,  and  in  1830  he  crossed 
the  plains  and  mountains  to  the  new  ELDORADO.  He  did  no 
prospecting  in  California  but  was  successful  in  business  and  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession.  In  the  fall  of  1851,  without  consulting 
him,  the  people  of  the  new  state  elected  him  one  of  their  State  Senators. 
While  a member  of  that  body  he  introducd  and  secured  the  passage 
of  a bill  empowering  women  to  own  property — the  first  bill  of  the  kind 
passed  in  this  country  and  which  has  since  been  copied  by  every  other 
state  in  the  Union. 
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During  the  winter  of  1852  a report  reached  California  of  the 
plight  of  a large  body  of  emigrants  who  were  attempting  to  reach  the 
gold  fields  without  adequate  provisions  and  who  were  dying  in  the 
mountains  by  the  hundreds.  Twenty-five  thousand  dollars  was  ap- 
propriated by  the  Legislature  for  their  relief,  and  Gov.  Bigler  placed 
Mr.  Denver  in  charge  of  the  expedition.  It  was  a position  of  the 
most  trying,  difficult  and  responsible  character,  involving  untold  hard- 
ships and  requiring  the  highest  executive  ability. 

Shortly  after  the  expedition  started  Mr.  Denver  was  obliged  to 
return  for  additional  supplies  and  was  shown  a copy  of  a newspaper 
containing  a scurrilous  attack  on  the  Governor,  the  Legislature,  and 
everyone  connected  with  the  expedition.  The  editor  of  the  paper  and 
author  of  the  article  was  a man  by  the  name  of  Gilbert  who  had  a 
year  previously  refused  to  accept  a challenge  to  a duel  which,  as  Cali- 
fornia was  at  that  time,  branded  him  as  a coward  and  practically 
ostracized  him  from  society.  The  article  was  probably  written  for 
the  purpose  of  provoking  an  answer  that  would  enable  him  to  issue 
a challenge  and  by  meeting  his  man  on  the  field  of  honor,  regain  his 
lost  reputation  for  courage.  If  that  was  his  purpose  he  was  successful. 
Mr.  Denver  answered  the  article  in  his  usual  vigorous  language  and 
immediately  received  the  challenge  which  he  was  obliged  to  accept. 
They  met  with  their  seconds  on  a bright  morning  in  August  with 
rifles  at  40  yards.  Mr.  Denver  had  been  informed  that  Gilbert  sim- 
ply desired  an  opportunity  to  secure  a reputation  for  bravery  and 
refused  to  take  the  matter  seriously.  When  the  referee  called  two 
Gilbert  fired,  his  bullet  grazing  Denver’s  head;  when  three  was  called 
Denver  fired  in  the  air  and  started  to  leave  the  field  saying  that  he 
was  satisfied,  Gilbert  refused  and  insisted  that  they  fight  to  the  death. 
Denver  then  announced  that  he  would  be  obliged  to  defend  himself. 
Then  at  the  word  they  fired  simultaneously  and  Gilbert  fell  with  a 
bullet  through  his  brain. 

Thirty-two  years  later  when  the  story  of  the  duel  was  being 
used  against  Gen.  Denver  in  his  campaign  for  Congress  one  of  Gilbert’s 
seconds  telegraphed  to  him  asking  if  there  was  anything  he  could  do, 
saying  that  he  had  never  met  a braver  or  more  magnanimous  gentle- 
man. 


10 


THE  DEMOCRATIC  PARTY  OF  OHIO 


In  1853  he  became  Secretary  of  State  of  California,  at  that  time 
an  office  of  the  highest  importance.  He  discharged  his  duties  to  the 
universal  satisfaction  of  the  people  and  before  his  term  had  expired 
he  was  nominated  for  Congress  by  the  Democratic  Party  and  elected 
by  a large  majority.  In  Congress  he  immediately  attracted  the  at- 
tention and  commanded  the  respect  of  his  colleagues,  and  rarely  if 
ever,  in  the  history  of  the  American  Congress,  has  any  man  secured 
the  enactment  of  so  much  important  legislation  during  his  first  term, 
as  did  Mr.  Denver.  It  is  to  him  more  than  any  other  man  that  we  are 
indebted,  for  that  magnificent  system  of  law,  regulating  mineral  lands 
and  mining  enterprises  to  which  the  Western  states  owe  so  much  of 
their  prosperity. 

He  was  the  author  of  a bill  providing  for  the  construction  of  three 
railroad  systems,  a Northern,  a Central  and  a Southern  Pacific,  and 
secured  the  adoption  of  the  first  bill  providing  for  the  construction  of 
the  Central  or  Union  Pacific.  While  a member  of  Congress  he  came 
within  two  votes  of  being  elected  United  States  Senator  from  Cali- 
fornia. 

Before  the  end  of  his  term  he  was  tendered  and  urged  to  accept 
the  office  of  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  which  he  finally  did  and 
discharged  the  duties  of  the  office  with  universal  satisfaction. 

At  that  time  the  preliminary  skirmishes  of  the  Civil  War  were 
being  fought  on  the  soil  of  the  Territory  of  Kansas  which  included 
what  are  now  the  states  of  Kansas  and  Colorado.  Kansas  was  an  ap- 
plicant for  admission  to  the  Union  and  the  friends  and  enemies  of 
slavery  were  determined  that  if  it  were  admitted  it  should  reflect  their 
views.  The  Abolitionists  of  the  North  and  the  pro-slavery  men  of  the 
South  each  attempted  to  colonize  the  territory,  and  each  side  resorted 
to  intimidation  and  violence  in  their  contest  for  supremacy.  The  ter- 
ritory was  soon  overrun  with  organized  bands  of  Free  State  Jayhaw- 
kers  and  Slave  State  Border  Ruffians;  murder,  robbery  and  arson  were 
of  daily  occurrence.  The  peaceful  settlers,  who  were  able  to  do  so, 
left  the  territory  and  others  prayed  only  for  the  means  to  get  out  of 
a God-forsaken  country.  It  was  referred  to  throughout  the  land  as 
“Bloody  Kansas.”  Many  of  the  most  eminent  men  in  the  country 
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had  been  appointed  and  served  as  Governor  of  the  Territory  and  ex- 
erted their  best  efforts  to  secure  order,  but  they  had  all  resigned  in  de- 
spair or  been  removed  for  incompetency. 

In  1857  President  Buchanan  transferred  Mr.  Denver  from  the 
- position  of  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  to  the  then  most  undesirable 
office  of  Governor  of  Kansas. 

The  prospect  of  converting  that  scene  of  anarchy  into  a peaceful 
country,  was  one  that  would  have  appalled  a weaker  heart,  but  Den- 
ver had  never  learned  the  meaning  of  the  words,  fear  or  failure.  His 
first  move  was  one  of  nerve  and  good  judgment,  that  was  the  removal 
of  the  U.  S.  troops.  Then,  after  issuing  a proclamation,  the  language 
of  which  was  not  to  be  mistaken,  he  visited  every  section  of  the  Ter- 
ritory, regardless  of  threats,  restoring  order  and  inspiring  courage  and 
confidence  everywhere.  By  the  exercise  of  rare  executive  ability, 
sound  judgment  and  by  his  fearless  nature  and  cheerful,  but  deter- 
mined spirit,  he  was  able  in  less  than  twelve  months  to  resign  the  office 
and  leave  the  Territory  with  an  established  civil  government  and  a 
peaceful,  happy,  law  abiding  pepole.  As  Governor  of  Kansas  he 
earned  the  thanks  and  applause  not  only  of  the  President  and  Con- 
gress, but  of  the  entire  American  people,  and  the  people  of  Kansas 
did  not  forget  him,  for  when  the  Territory  of  Colorado  was  formed 
from  a part  of  Kansas  the  people  of  one  accord  named  their  beautiful 
capital  after  their  great  Governor. 

Having  accomplished  the  task  assigned  to  him  he  again  took  up 
the  duties  of  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  and  while  his  work  in 
that  department  did  not  at  the  time  attract  as  much  attention  as  did 
his  administration  as  Governor,  it  was  largely  owing  to  his  wise,  honest, 
diplomatic  work  as  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  that  we  are  in- 
debted to  the  peace  and  good  will  of  the  savage  tribes,  that  saved  our 
defenseless  frontiers,  to  the  end  of  a long  civil  war,  from  the  horrors 
of  the  tomahawk  and  scalping  knife. 

In  1859  he  again  resigned  from  the  public  service  and  returned 
to  Wilmington,  Ohio,  where  he  hoped  to  end  his  days  in  private  life. 
But  when  Sumter  was  fired  upon  he  immediately  offered  his  services 
to  his  country  and  was  at  once  appointed  Brigadier  General  of  Volun- 
teers by  President  Lincoln  and  ordered  to  report  to  General  H.  W. 
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Hallack.  His  first  assignment  was  to  organize  the  troops  of  Kansas, 
a difficult  task,  as  the  sentiment  of  Kansas  was  divided,  but  one  for 
which  he  was  particularly  well  fitted  by  reason  of  his  previous  ex- 
perience in  that  Territory.  That  work  satisfactorily  completed,  he 
was  ordered  to  report  to  General  Hallack  at  Pittsburg  Landing,  Tenn. 
In  the  advance  on  Corinth  he  was  in  command  of  the  brigade  on  the 
extreme  right  of  Sherman’s  division  and  notwithstanding  the  fact  that 
he  was  obliged  to  fight  his  way  through  woods  and  underbrush  and 
across  fields  he  was  the  first  to  enter  the  town  of  Corinth.  On  this 
occasion  he  received  the  praise  of  Gen.  Sherman  for  his  gallant  ad- 
vance and  for  the  able  manner  in  which  he.  handled  his  men.  He  was 
next  assigned  to  Ft.  Pickering  where  he  was  placed  in  command  of  a 
division  consisting  of  three  brigades.  The  next  year  he  relieved  Gen. 
Logan  at  La  Grange  where  he  had  command  of  30,000  men  and  was 
in  control  of  all  the  railroads  in  western  Tennessee  and  Mississippi. 
This  was  the  most  difficult  assignment  of  his  military  career,  his  author- 
ity extended  over  a vast  area  of  the  enemy’s  country,  but  he  was  as 
usual  successful,  and  in  fact  earned  a triple  crown — the  praise  of  his 
superior  officers,  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  his  men,  and  the  respect 
and  admiration  of  the  people  of  the  South  with  whom  he  came  in 
contact. 

In  April  1863  his  presence  was  required  at  home  and  greatly 
against  his  wishes  he  was  obliged  to  resign  his  commission  and  return 
to  Wilmington. 

During  the  remainder  of  his  life  Gen.  Denver  divided  his  time 
between  Wilmington,  Ohio,  and  Washington,  D.  C.  He  owned  a 
magnificent  estate  of  nearly  two  thousand  acres  near  Wilmington  where 
he  spent  his  summers  and  during  the  remainder  of  the  year  he  resided 
in  Washington  City,  where  he  had  an  extensive  and  lucrative  law  prac- 
tice. Owing  to  his  long  residence  in  Washington,  the  natural  Mecca 
for  public  men  of  every  state  in  the  Union,  Gen.  Denver  secured  a 
most  extensive  acquaintance.  In  fact  during  the  latter  years  of  his 
life  he  never  entered  a railroad  train  in  any  part  of  the  country  without 
meeting  someone  whom  he  knew. 
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In  1873  he  was  one  of  the  organizers  and  during  the  remainder 
of  his  life  president  of  the  “Association  of  the  Veterans  of  1846“  a 
national  association  of  the  men  who  fought  with  Scott  and  Taylor  in 
the  Mexican  War. 

General  Denver  was  frequently  urged  by  the  Democratic  leaders 
and  the  Democratic  Press  of  Ohio  to  allow  the  use  of  his  name  as  a 
candidate  for  governor  or  United  States  Senator  but  always  refused 
to  do  so.  But  in  1870  and  again  in  1886  he  was  nominated  for 
Congress,  in  both  cases  without  his  knowledge  or  consent,  he  obeyed 
what  he  considered  a call  to  duty  and  though  his  district  was  hopelessly 
Republican  he  gallantly  led  a forlorn  hope  for  the  good  of  the  cause, 
and  so  great  was  his  popularity  and  so  aggressive  his  campaigns  that 
in  each  case  he  was  only  defeated  by  a greatly  reduced  Republican 
plurality. 

In  1876  Gen.  Denver’s  name  was  prominently  mentioned  by 
Democratic  leaders  throughout  the  country  as  a most  available  can- 
didate for  the  Presidency.  This  was  the  first  year  since  the  war  that 
the  Democratic  Party  had  a reasonable  hope  for  victory,  the  party 
was  harmonious  and  enthusiastic  while  the  Republican  opponents  were 
divided  by  factional  fights  and  were  obliged  to  bear  the  burden  of  the 
scandals  of  the  second  Grant  administration.  Gen.  Denver  being  a 
native  of  Virginia  was  looked  upon  with  favor  by  the  delegates  from 
the  South,  a resident  of  Ohio  and  Washington,  D.  C.,  he  was  satis- 
factory to  the  Eastern  and  Central  states,  and  his  work  in  California 
and  Kansas  had  endeared  him  to  the  people  of  the  West,  who  pre- 
ferred him  to  all  others.  His  record  as  a soldier  in  two  wars  was  ex- 
cellent, his  integrity  had  never  been  questioned,  his  executive  ability  had 
been  demonstrated  and  his  views  on  all  public  questions  met  with  the 
approval  of  the  rank  and  file  of  his  party.  When  the  National  Con- 
vention met  that  year  at  Chicago  the  fight  was,  Tilden  against  the 
field,  and  the  opposition  to  Mr.  Tilden’s  nomination  was  so  bitter  that 
had  a candidate  been  present  upon  whom  the  opposition  could  have 
united,  Mr.  Tilden  could  never  have  secured  the  two-thirds  vote 
necessary  to  nominate.  Hendricks,  Hancock,  Allen,  Baynard,  and 
Parker  were  the  other  names  presented,  but  none  were  able  to  unite 
the  field  and  Mr.  Tilden  was  nominated  on  the  second  ballot. 
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The  Ohio  delegation  to  that  Convention  was  controlled  by  peo- 
ple who  were  opposed  to  Gen.  Denver;  they  were  also  opposed  to  Mr. 
Tilden’s  nomination,  but  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  delegates  from 
all  over  the  country  came  to  them  and  urged  them  to  present  Gen. 
Denver’s  name  they  refused  to  do  so,  because  Denver  was  too  warm 
a friend  of  Senator  Thurman  and  ex-Senator  Pendleton.  On  both 
ballots  the  members  of  the  Ohio  delegation  threw  away  their  votes 
by  casting  them  for  Governor  Allen  who  commanded  no  support  from 
other  sources  and  whom  they  never  expected  to  nominate. 

After  the  Convention  adjourned  it  was  frequently  stated  by  men 
in  a position  to  know  that  had  Mr.  Tilden  failed  to  secure  the  nomina- 
tion on  the  second  ballot  that  Gen.  Denver’s  name  would  have  been 
sprung  by  some  other  state  and  he  would  undoubtedly  have  been  the 
nominee.  And  it  is  safe  to  assume  that  had  this  fighter  been  nominated 
and  elected  as  Tilden  was,  he,  and  not  Hayes  would  have  served  as 
President. 

In  1884  Gen.  Denver’s  name  was  again  prominently  mentioned 
and  favorably  received,  but  before  the  Convention  met  that  year  it 
was  evident  that  the  people  favored  the  nomination  of  Grover  Cleve- 
land and  the  General’s  name  was  not  presented. 

Gen.  Denver  was  married  in  1 856  to  Miss  Louise  C.  Rombach 
of  Wilmington,  Ohio  who  still  survives  him.  He  was  the  father  of 
four  children,  Mrs.  Katherine  Denver  Williams,  Hon.  M.  R.  Denver, 
a sketch  of  whom  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work,  Jas.  W.  Denver, 
Jr.  who  died  in  1898  and  Mrs.  Mary  Louise  Denver  Lindley.  He 
died  in  Washington,  August  9th,  1892. 

Gen.  Denver  was  always  a Democrat  and  always  a “progressive.” 
He  was  unalterably  opposed  to  a protective  tariff;  he  was  one  of  the 
first  to  denounce  the  demonetization  of  silver  and  one  of  the  first 
apostles  of  bimetalism,  on  that  question  he  disagreed  with  President 
Cleveland  as  he  also  did  on  the  question  of  civil  service  reform,  be- 
lieving with  Jackson  that  “to  the  victor  belongs  the  spoils”  and  that 
an  administration  cannot  be  successful  unless  the  executive  is  sur- 
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rounded  by  his  personal  and  political  friends;  as  early  as  1880  he 
advocated  government  regulation  of  corporations,  then  an  almost  rev- 
olutionary theory,  but  which  is  now  almost  fully  established. 

Gen.  Denver  was  a giant  physically  and  intellectually.  He  was 
six  feet  one  inch  in  height  and  weighed  250  pounds,  his  head  was  mas- 
sive and  every  feature  of  his  face  was  strong,  indicating  great  force  of 
character,  but  withal  that  gentleness  that  comes  only  from  strength. 
He  was  a man  from  whom  the  crook  would  instinctively  shrink,  but 
whom  the  most  timid  child  would  approach  in  confidence.  He  was 
most  courteous  to  everyone,  he  loved  his  fellowmen  and  there  was  none 
so  humble  that  he  could  not  derive  some  pleasure  from  their  society. 
He  was  a brilliant  conversationalist,  in  fact  many  able  men  have  said 
that  association  with  Gen.  Denver  was  a liberal  education.  He  was 
not  an  orator,  in  the  general  acceptance  of  that  term,  but  he  talked 
so  logically,  so  simply  and  with  such  evident  sincerity  that  he  con- 
vinced his  audiences,  when  most  orators  would  simply  have  amused 
them.  He  was  a good  business  man  as  was  indicated  by  the  fortune 
he  left,  but  it  was  never  suggested  that  he  received  a dollar  that  was 
not  his  by  the  strictest  laws  of  honesty.  He  was  not  ambitious,  though 
frequently  in  public  life;  he  never  sought  a nomination  or  an  appoint- 
ment, and  invariably  resigned  before  his  term  of  office  expired,  but  not 
before  he  had  accomplished  the  work  for  which  he  was  selected.  His 
early  life  was  one  of  hardship,  adventure  and  war  but  it  did  not  kill 
the  finer  instincts  of  his  nature.  Whether  we  find  him  winning  honor 
for  himself  and  prestige  for  his  country  on  many  a hard  fought  battle 
field,  or  winning  even  greater  renown  on  the  picket  line  of  progress,  or 
in  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Washington,  or  surrounded  by  his 
happy  family  in  his  beautiful  home  near  Wilmington,  he  was  always 
the  same — strong  but  gentle,  dignified  but  affable,  just  but  merciful; 
of  him  it  can  be  said  as  of  Brutus: 

His  life  was  gentle,  and  the  elements 

So  mixed  in  him  that  Nature  might  stand  up 

And  say  to  all  the  world 

“This  was  a man!’* 
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Liberty  Emery  Holden  was  born  in  Raymond,  Maine,  June 
20,  1833,  and  was  a student  at  Waterville  College,  Maine,  from 
1854  to  1856.  He  then  entered  the  University  of  Michigan  and  was 
graduated  in  1858  with  the  degree  of  A.  B.  In  1861  he  took  his 
degree  of  A.  M.  from  the  same  university.  Immediately  after  gradu- 
ating he  accepted  the  position  of  Professor  of  Rhetoric  and  English 
Literature  at  Kalamazoo  College  where  he  remained  for  one  year. 
In  1861  and  1862  he  was  Superintendent  of  Schools  at  Tiffin,  Ohio. 
In  the  meantime  he  had  taken  up  the  study  of  law  and  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  in  1862.  In  that  year  he  embarked  in  the  real  estate  bus- 
iness in  Cleveland  and  was  so  engaged  until  1872.  In  1876  he 
moved  to  Utah  and  while  there  became  one  of  the  founders  and  also 
president  of  the  Salt  Lake  Academy,  which  office  he  held  for  nine 
years.  In  1855  he  returned  east  and  became  editor  of  the  Cleveland 
Plain  Dealer ; one  of  the  great  newspapers  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  Holden  has  always  been  a Democrat  in  politics  and  is  one 
of  the  best  known  members  of  the  party  in  Ohio.  His  large  business 
interests  have  not  permitted  him  to  hold  office,  although  he  once  served 
as  Mayor  of  Bratenhal  village,  Ohio.  He  was  chairman  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  of  the  National  bi-metallic  league  in  1884 
and  went  as  delegate  from  Ohio  to  the  Democratic  National  Conven- 
tions of  1 888  and  1 896.  Besides  being  President  of  the  Plain  Dealer 
Publishing  Company  he  is  also  President  of  the  Hollenden  Hotel 
Company  and  the  Hub  Transfer  and  Storage  Company  and  is  trustee 
of  Western  Reserve  University,  Adelbert  College  and  the  Cleveland 
School  of  Art.  He  is  a member  of  the  building  committee  of  the 
Cleveland  Museum  of  Art,  the  National  Municipal  League,  the 
American  Institute  of  Mining  Engineers,  the  Western  Reserve  His- 
torical Society  and  the  Cleveland  Chamber  of  Commerce.  His  clubs 
are,  the  University  Club  of  New  York  City;  the  University  Club  of 
Cleveland;  the  Union,  Rowfant  and  Country  Clubs  of  Cleveland 
and  the  Alta  Club  of  Salt  Lake  City. 

On  August  14,  1860,  L.  E.  Holden  married  Delia  Elizabeth 
Bulkley  of  Kalamazoo,  Michigan.  His  parents  were  Liberty  and 
Sallie  Cox  (Stearns)  Holden. 
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Hon.  John  A.  McMahon. — This  sketch  is  designed  to  deal 
with  the  life  of  John  A.  McMahon  as  a citizen,  lawyer  and  states- 
man. The  biographer  realizes  that  the  mere  facts  relative  to  his  life 
and  career  rise  above  any  stilted  attempt  at  eulogy.  His  life  is  its 
own  eulogy.  Any  attempt  at  embellishment  would  be  superfluous 
and  far  from  pleasing  to  the  subject.  For  fifty-six  years  he  has  prac- 
ticed law  at  the  bar  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  before  every  Federal 
Court.  His  voice  for  six  years  rang  potent  for  right  and  justice  in  the 
halls  of  the  American  Congress.  Of  his  citizenship,  the  city  where  he 
has  lived  so  long,  is  proud,  and  so  is  the  state  of  his  adoption. 

His  father,  John  V.  L.  McMahon,  was  one  of  the  leaders  of 
the  bar  of  Maryland  in  the  early  years  of  the  Nineteenth  Century.  It 
was  in  Baltimore  that  John  A.  McMahon  was  born  in  1833.  As 
this  is  Written  he  is  rounding  out  his  seventy-eighth  year  with  faculties 
alert  and  unimpaired.  He  graduated  from  St.  Xavier’s  College  in 
Cincinnati  in  1849  and  was  retained  there  as  a teacher  until  he  com- 
menced the  study  of  law  under  the  tutelage  of  his  uncle,  Clement  L. 
Vallandigham  in  Dayton  in  1832.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
1854.  A partnership  with  Vallandigham  was  almost  immediately 
formed  and  many  responsibilities  attendant  upon  the  trial  of  great 
cases  devolved  upon  him  during  the  earlier  years  of  Vallandigham’s 
brilliant  career  in  Congress. 

It  was  in  1859  when  Judge  Thurman,  fresh  from  the  Supreme 
bench  of  the  State,  nurtured  in  the  law  and  one  of  its  greatest  expo- 
nents, that  Mr.  McMahon  was  pitted  against  him  in  an  important 
case  and  won.  For  the  next  two  years  he  practiced  law  alone  but  in 
1861  formed  a partnership  with  Hon.  George  W.  Houck,  which 
lasted  for  nineteen  years.  Mr.  Houck  was  afterward  a member  of 
Congress,  dying  suddenly  in  Washington  in  the  winter  of  1893-94. 

Although  active  in  the  councils  of  his  party,  Mr.  McMahon 
persistently  refused  political  honors  until  the  year  1872,  when  he  was 
selected  as  one  of  the  delegates-at-large  to  the  Baltimore  convention 
that  nominated  Horace  Greeley  for  the  Presidency.  He  often  re- 
fused nominations  for  Congress  at  the  hands  of  his  party  when  nomi- 
nations were  equivalent  to  elections. 
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He  was  a delegate-at-large  to  the  St.  Louis  convention  that 
nominated  Alton  B.  Parker  for  President  in  1904.  John  A.  Mc- 
Mahon’s record  in  Congress  stands  as  a monument  to  a career  of  pub- 
lic achievement.  He  was  elected  to  the  Forty- fourth  Congress  in 

1874,  and  at  once  became  conspicuous,  ranking  with  Randall,  Mor- 
rison, Kerr,  Conkling,  Blaine,  S.  S.  Cox,  Benj.  F.  Butler,  Proctor 
Knott,  Blackburn  and  other  contemporaries  of  that  day.  Pre-emi- 
nently the  lawyer  rather  than  the  politician,  his  committee  appoint- 
ments were  most  appropriately  made. 

He  was  one  of  the  managers  of  the  Belknap  impeachment  trial  in 

1875.  The  Belknap  scandal  did  much  to  discredit  the  second  Grant 
Administration  and  was  one  of  the  contributing  factors  in  the  election 
of  Samuel  J.  Tilden  in  the  campaign  of  1876.  Mr.  McMahon’s 
legal  mind  was  responsible  for  the  exposure  of  the  Whisky  Ring 
frauds  during  the  same  period.  Reelected  to  Congress  in  1876,  and 
with  his  ability  as  a lawyer  recognized  throughout  the  nation  and  by 
party  leaders  of  every  class  and  distinction,  it  was  only  natural  that 
he  should  have  been  appointed  a member  of  the  famous  committee  of 
fifteen  from  the  Lower  House  of  Congress  to  investigate  and  report 
upon  the  Louisiana  election  results  in  1876-77. 

He  clearly  perceived  the  enormity  of  the  fraud  that  was  perpe- 
trated in  the  decision  of  the  Electoral  Commission  in  counting  the  vote 
of  the  Pelican  state.  During  the  Forty-fifth  Congress  he  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Judiciary  Committee  of  the  House  and  of  the  famous  Pot- 
ter investigating  committee.  His  record  during  the  Forty-sixth  Con- 
gress to  which  he  was  elected  in  1878  was  in  keeping  with  the  stand- 
ard set  in  the  Forty-fourth  and  Forty-fifth.  He  retired  March  4th, 
1881,  after  a service  of  but  six  years,  but  a service  that  caused  him  to 
be  ranked  with  the  wisest  statesmen  of  his  time. 

In  the  winter  of  1889-90  Mr.  McMahon  was  an  active  candi- 
date before  the  Democratic  caucus  of  the  Legislature  for  the  Nomina- 
tion for  United  States  Senator.  He  stood  second  to  Calvin  S.  Brice, 
who  was  nominated  and  elected. 
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John  A.  McMahon  was  married  January  23rd,  1861,  to  Mary 
Sprigg,  of  Cumberland,  Md.  J.  Sprigg  McMahon,  one  of  the  able 
young  men  of  the  Ohio  bar,  has  been  a partner  of  his  father  since 

1892. 

As  a lawyer  John  A.  McMahon  is  known  throughout  the 
land.  He  is  the  Dean  of  that  profession  in  this  state.  His  name  is 
honored  wherever  mentioned.  He  has  never  ceased  to  be  a student. 
His  presence  and  participation  in  difficult  cases  are  gratifying  to  any 
court  because  his  wisdom  is  the  beacon  that  lights  the  pathway  to  jus- 
tice. There  is  no  code  that  he  has  not  mastered,  no  court  that  he  can- 
not enlighten.  Versed  in  the  common  law  he  is  a master  of  the  stat- 
utes. Profoundly  versed  in  the  Pandecto  and  the  Institutes  he  would 
find  himself  as  much  at  home  trying  a case  in  Louisiana  as  he  does 
in  Ohio. 

A man  of  justice,  of  generosity  and  of  a temperament  unswayed 
by  the  grosser  and  more  violent  passions,  John  A.  McMahon,  in  the 
sunset  of  life,  stands  the  man  of  unclouded  vision  and  of  unsullied 
honor;  and  as  the  shadows  lengthen,  the  blessings  and  the  benedic- 
tions of  thousands  follow  him  along  the  paths  of  peace  and  pleasant- 
ness that  lead  to  the  ultimate  reward  of  those  who  are  kindly  and  just. 

CLEMENT  L.  Brumbaugh,  Congressman  from  the  12th  dis- 
trict of  Ohio,  is  one  of  the  best  known  public  men  as  well  as  one  of  the 
leading  attorneys  of  central  Ohio.  He  was  born  on  a farm  in  Darke 
County,  Ohio,  February  28,  1863.  His  father  died  when  he  was 
quite  young  and  he  worked  his  way  through  the  country  schools  and 
afterwards  succeeded  in  taking  a course  at  the  National  Normal  Uni- 
versity at  Lebanon  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1887.  After 
graduating  he  took  up  teaching  for  a time  and  was  Founder  of  the 
Van  Buren  Normal  Academy,  an  institution  designed  to  prepare  stu- 
dents for  college  and  to  give  prospective  teachers  advanced  work. 
In  1891  Mr.  Brumbaugh  entered  Ohio  Wesleyan  University  where 
he  took  a two  years’  special  course,  after  which  he  entered  the  senior 
class  at  Harvard  and  graduated  with  the  degree  of  A.B.,  in  1894, 
carrying  off  four  honor  grades  in  five  courses.  After  leaving  Harvard 
he  was  elected  Professor  of  History  and  Literature  at  Howard  Uni- 
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versity  at  Washington,  D.  C.  In  Washington  he  took  up  the  study 
of  law,  attending  the  Georgetown  Law  School.  After  a time  he  re- 
signed his  professorship  to  accept  the  position  of  Superintendent  of 
Schools  at  Greenville,  Ohio,  where  he  remained  until  1900,  in  which 
year  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar. 

In  1889  Mr.  Brumbaugh  was  elected  a member  of  the  Ohio  Leg- 
islature on  the  Democratic  ticket  and  was  reelected  in  1901.  During 
his  last  term  he  was  the  Democratic  leader  of  the  House  and  was  a 
member  of  the  Code  Commission  which  adopted  a code  of  government 
for  the  cities  and  villages  of  Ohio.  In  1900  he  was  an  alternate-at- 
large  to  the  Democratic  National  Convention  at  Kansas  City.  In 
1911  he  was  appointed  Deputy  Insurance  Commissioner  by  Governor 
Harmon  and  at  the  May  primaries  in  1912  he  was  nominated  for 
Congress  from  the  Twelfth  District  by  the  Democratic  Party,  and 
was  elected  in  November  against  strong  opposition. 

Mr.  Brumbaugh  is  a member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  is 
State  Counsel  for  the  Independent  Order  of  Foresters.  He  is  a man 
of  superior  education  and  high  character  and  is  greatly  esteemed  by 
those  who  know  him. 

THOMAS  R.  Bell  is  one  of  the  prominent  factors  in  the  busi- 
ness world  and  in  political  activities  of  Pickaway.  Born  on  a farm 
north  of  Circleville,  January  18,  1857,  he  was  a successful  farmer 
until  1888  when  he  moved  to  Circleville  where  he  engaged  in  the 
milling  business,  which  has  also  proved  successful.  His  education 
was  obtained  in  the  common  schools,  and  at  the  Ohio  Normal  School 
at  Worthington.  Mr.  Bell  is  an  enthusiastic  Democrat  and  has  been 
justly  rewarded  by  his  party  in  Pickaway  County  for  the  efficient 
and  unselfish  service  which  he  has  rendered.  He  served  two  terms 
in  the  council  from  1 904  to  1 907  when  he  resigned  to  accept  the  po- 
sition of  Deputy  Sheriff  in  1907.  He  was  elected  to  the  office  of 
Sheriff  in  1908.  Mr.  Bell’s  conduct  of  his  official  duties  is  declared 
by  Democrat  and  Republican  alike  to  be  most  satisfactory. 
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Hon.  Robert  J.  Bulkley,  member  of  Congress  from  the 
Twenty-first  District,  was  born  in  the  city  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  Octo- 
ber 8,  1 880.  He  was  educated  in  the  University  School  in  Cleveland, 
Harvard  College  and  Harvard  Law  School.  He  graduated  from 
Harvard  University  with  the  degree  of  A.B.  in  f 902  and  in  1906 
the  degree  of  A.M.  was  conferred  upon  him  by  Harvard  University. 
In  1 906  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  and  has  been  engaged  in  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession  in  Cleveland  ever  since. 

Congressman  Bulkley  has  not  only  attained  wide  recognition  as 
an  able  lawyer  but  has  become  a leader  in  the  Ohio  Democracj'.  In 
November,  1910,  he  was  elected  to  the  Sixty-second  Congress  from 
the  Twenty-first  Ohio  District,  took  his  seat  March  4,  1911,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  following  House  committees:  Banking  and  Currency, 

Patents  and  Expenditures  in  the  War  Department.  He  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Democratic  State  Convention  held  at  Toledo  in  1912  and 
the  National  Democratic  Convention  at  Baltimore  the  same  year.  He 
was  reelected  in  1912  to  the  Sixty-third  Congress  by  a largely  in- 
creased plurality. 

On  February  17,  1909,  Robert  J.  Bulkley  married  Katharine 
Pope.  Mr.  Bulkley’s  parents  were  Charles  Henry  and  Roberta 
(Johns)  Bulkley. 

Frank  Arighi,  son  of  Peter  and  Mary  Arighi,  was  born  at 
Kent,  Ohio,  November  22,  1864.  He  received  his  early  education 
in  the  public  schools  and  the  high  school  of  his  native  place.  After 
leaving  the  high  school  he  took  a business  college  course  and  then 
began  his  business  career  by  going  to  work  for  his  father  in  the  meat 
business.  He  was  so  employed  until  1906  when  he  became  con- 
nected with  the  Kent  Banking  Company  and  also  with  the  Kent 
Water  and  Light  Company  in  the  capacity  of  auditor. 

Mr.  Arighi  has  always  been  a staunch  Democrat  and  has  been 
such  an  able  worker  for  the  party  that  his  services  have  been  both 
appreciated  and  recognized.  He  was  city  and  township  clerk  at 
Kent  for  eight  years,  namely,  from  1886  to  1894,  and  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Portage  County  Board  of  Elections  from  1908  to  1912. 
He  has  served  on  the  county  committee  and  the  county  executive 
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committee  a number  of  times  and  was  a delegate  to  the  state  con- 
vention at  Columbus  that  nominated  Governor  Harmon  in  1908. 
On  July  17,  1912,  Mr.  Arighi  was  appointed  State  Examiner  of 
Building  and  Loan  Associations. 

FRANK  M.  Acton,  one  of  the  leading  lawyers  of  central  Ohio, 
and  a resident  of  Lancaster,  was  born  in  Amanda  Township,  Fair- 
field  County,  April  8,  1872.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
and  after  graduating  from  the  high  school  in  1890  he  became  book- 
keeper and  timekeeper  for  the  Standard  Construction  Company  of 
Columbus.  While  in  this  position  he  began  the  study  of  law  in  the 
office  of  Judge  C.  W.  McCleery,  attending  to  his  legal  studies  in  the 
evenings.  In  June,  1 893,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  of  Ohio.  He  at  once  began  the  practice  of  his 
profession  in  Lancaster,  and  in  1893  was  elected  City  Solicitor.  He 
was  twice  reelected,  serving  three  terms  in  all,  and  during  his  regime 
a great  deal  of  important  and  new  improvements  were  made  in  the 
city,  notably  the  erection  of  the  new  City  Hall,  Fire  Department, 
Water  Works,  and  many  street  improvements. 

Since  the  year  he  left  the  high  school  Mr.  Acton  has  been  an 
ardent,  energetic  worker  in  the  Democratic  Party  and  has  developed 
into  an  organizer  of  superb  ability.  He  has  served  on  the  County 
Committee  and  the  Executive  Committee  for  fifteen  consecutive  years 
and  was  chairman  of  the  Fairfield  County  Democratic  Executive 
Committee  during  the  Pattison  campaign  in  1905,  and  in  the  Harmon 
campaign  in  1908. 

, In  April,  1903,  Mr.  Acton  was  nominated  by  the  Democratic 
Party  for  Prosecuting  Attorney  of  Fairfield  County  without  opposi- 
tion and  was  elected  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year.  He  was  reelected 
in  1905  and  served  two  full  terms. 

In  May,  1912,  Mr.  Acton  was  nominated  by  the  Democratic 
Party  for  Probate  Judge  of  Fairfield  County  and  in  November,  1912, 
he  was  elected  to  that  office  on  a non-partisan  ballot,  receiving  a ma- 
jority of  the  votes  of  every  precinct  at  the  Primary  and  General 
Elections. 
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Mr.  Acton  has  been  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  in  Lan- 
caster for  nineteen  years  and  has  distinguished  himself  in  his  profession. 
His  ability  and  integrity  have  placed  him  in  the  front  rank  of  the  bar 
of  Ohio  and  have  made  his  voice  a power  in  Democratic  councils. 
He  is  a forthright  Democrat  and  political  factions  have  never  found 
favor  with  him.  His  broad  and  elevated  conceptions  of  political 
principles  and  policies  make  him  a strict  constructionist  within  the 
pale  of  his  party  as  well  as  in  state  and  national  affairs. 

Hon.  G.  Henry  Goeke. — In  1910  the  Democratic  Party  of 
Ohio  took  on  old  time  vigor  .and  swept  the  state  at  the  election  in  No- 
vember of  that  year.  Out  of  twenty-one  Congressmen  sixteen  Demo- 
crats were  returned  and  G.  Henry  Goeke  was  one  of  the  leaders  in 
that  campaign  and  one  of  the  participants  in  that  great  victory.  He 
was  elected  to  Congress  from  the  Fourth  Congressional  District  by 
a plurality  of  7,383  and  became  a member  of  the  Sixty-second  Con- 
gress which  will  go  down  in  history  as  one  of  the  most  important  Con- 
gresses of  this  century  up  to  date.  Mr.  Goeke  was  born  on  a farm  near 
Minster,  Ohio,  October  28,  1 869,  and  received  his  literary  education 
at  Pio  Nono  College  at  St.  Francis,  Wisconsin,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1 888.  He  then  took  up  the  study  of  law  and  was  grad- 
uated from  the  Cincinnati  Law  School  in  1891 . He  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  the  same  year  and  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Wa- 
pakoneta  with  such  success  that  he  almost  immediately  became  one 
of  the  leading  attorneys  in  his  county.  He  had  always  been  an  active 
and  earnest  Democrat  and  in  1894,  when  only  twenty-five  years  of 
age,  he  was  elected  Prosecuting  Attorney  of  Auglaize  County.  At 
the  expiration  of  his  first  term  he  was  reelected  rn  1897,  serving  six 
years  in  that  office.  In  1 896  he  was  chairman  of  the  Auglaize  County 
Committee  when  Bryan  received  the  largest  plurality  ever  given  a 
Democratic  candidate  in  the  county.  Rapidly  he  became  known 
over  the  state  as  a man  of  sterling  qualities  and  distinguished  ability 
and  in  1903  he  was  made  chairman  of  the  state  convention,  at  which 
Tom  L.  Johnson  was  nominated  for  Governor.  In  the  year  previous 
he  had  received  many  votes  for  Congress,  though  not  an  avowed 
candidate,  and  in  that  year  also  participated  in  the  most  celebrated 
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series  of  conventions  in  the  history  of  the  Fourth  District.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  State  Executive  Committee  in  1 907  and  in  that  capacity 
did  much  valuable  work  for  the  Democratic  Party. 

In  Congress  Mr.  Goeke  has  been  placed  on  two  very  important 
committees,  namely,  the  Committee  on  Interstate  and  Foreign  Com- 
merce and  the  Committee  on  Expenditures  in  the  Treasury  Department. 
He  was  reelected  in  November  1912  to  the  Sixty-third  Congress. 

In  September,  1907,  G.  Henry  Goeke  married  Catherine  Nichols. 


Hon.  John  H.  Browder*  was  born  in  Darke  County,  October 
26th,  1853,  and  attended  the  country  school  until  he  became  a teacher 
himself.  He  began  teaching  in  1870,  his  first  school  being  conducted 
in  an  old-fashioned  log  house  in  Patterson  Township.  By  teaching 
he  obtained  the  means  to  put  himself  through  college  and  also  prepared 
himself  for  his  matriculation  while  teaching.  He  took  courses  in 
both  Salem  and  Liber  Colleges,  Indiana.  He  was  Superintendent 
of  the  Gettysburg  schools  in  1883  and  1884  and  again  in  1908,  re- 
signing the  last  time  to  take  a seat  in  the  State  Legislature.  Mr. 
Browder  has  been  a School  Examiner  for  Darke  County  for  three  terms 
and  is  at  present  a member  of  the  Teachers’  Examining  Committee. 
He  has  been  a member  of  the  Ohio  Teachers*  Reading  Circle  for 
thirteen  years  and  is  the  first  Educator  sent  to  the  State  Legislature 
from  Darke  County. 

Mr.  Browder  has  been  a life  long  Democrat  and  is  a most  ad- 
mirable addition  to  the  legislative  ability  of  Ohio.  His  record 
during  the  78th  General  Assembly  was  such  that  he.  was  reelected 
in  November,  1910,  to  the  79th  General  Assembly.  He  has  orig- 
inated and  carried  through  several  important  bills,  notably  House 
Bill  258,  which  rescinded  the  law  giving  the  Ohio  State  University 
the  powef  to  appoint  inspectors  of  high  schools,  and  the  bill  that 
abolished  the  office  of  Infirmary  Directors,  which  vacated  two  hun- 
dred and  sixty-four  unnecessary  offices.  Both  of  these  bills  weie  his 
own  and  he  had  been  looking  for  thirty  years  to  see  such  a bill  as  the 
latter  put  through  the  Legislature.  He  has  aLvays  taken  a great  inter- 
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est  and  an  active  part  in  school  legislation  both  in  his  state  and  county 
and  is  chairman  of  the  committee  on  schools  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. 

In  1871  John  H.  Browder  married  Charlotte  A.  Metzcar,  daugh- 
ter of  Jacob  Metzcar,  a pioneer  of  Darke  County.  They  have  a 
family  of  eight  children.  Mr.  Browder  is  affiliated  with  the  Knights 
of  Pythias,  the  Independent  Order  of  Red  Men  and  the  B.  P.  O.  E., 
and  is  a member  of  the  Christian  Church.  He  is  a man  of  high 
moral  principles  and  is  highly  esteemed  not  only  in  his  own  county 
but  in  the  House  of  the  State  Legislature. 


General  James  O.  Amos,  son  of  Joshua  and  Orpha  (Mc- 
Comas)  Amos,  was  born  in  Monroe  County,  Ohio,  March  30th,  1 833. 
He  received  his  early  education  in  the  country  schools  and  then  en- 
tered an  academy  at  Woodsfield,  where  he  studied  one  year.  He 
then  taught  for  six  years  in  country  schools  and  at  Bealsville,  after 
which  he  took  up  the  study  of  law  with  Archbold  & Richardson  at 
Woodsfield.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  June  27th,  1839,  and 
practiced  law  in  Woodsfield  for  fifteen  years. 

When  General  Amos  was  a young  man  several  political  parties 
were  struggling  for  supremacy  but  he  was  always  faithful  in  his  al- 
legiance to  the  Democratic  Party,  and  in  1861,  on  August  17th,  he 
was  nominated  for  Prosecuting  Attorney  in  Monroe  County.  He 
was  elected  and  reelected,  serving  two  terms  in  all,  after  which  he 
returned  to  the  practice  of  law.  In  1860  he  was  made  School  Ex- 
aminer and  filled  that  office  for  ten  years.  In  1869  he  was  elected 
to  the  State  Senate  from  the  19th  District  and  served  two  terms.  In 
1875  he  was  appointed  Adjutant-General  of  the  state  of  Ohio  by 
Governor  William  Allen  and  served  one  term.  During  that  term 
he  organized  the  National  Guard  of  the  state  and  effected  an  agree- 
ment with  the  Ordnance  Department  at  Washington  by  which  the 
Ohio  National  Guard  was  first  furnished  with  modern  arms.  Dur- 
ing the  Civil  War  the  state  of  Ohio  overdrew  largely  its  quota  of 
arms,  most  of  which  were  condemned  in  the  field.  General  Amos 
succeeded  in  making  an  arrangement  with  the  United  States  Govern- 
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ment  by  which  these  arms  were  turned  back  to  the  War  Depart- 
ment and  credited  to  the  state  of  Ohio,  new  arms  being  issued  in 
their  stead  to  this  state  for  the  use  of  the  National  Guard. 

In  1876  General  Amos  moved  to  Sidney  and  bought  the  Shelby 
County  Democrat , of  which  he  has  been  Editor  for  thirty-six  years. 
In  1893  a stock  company  was  organized  consisting  of  members  of 
his  own  family.  He  has  always  been  a very  prominent  figure  in 
politics,  in  fact,  he  has  been  regarded  as  a leader  in  his  county  and  has 
consistently  worked  for  party  harmony.  He  has  acted  as  secretary 
of  the  Shelby  County  Committee  for  eighteen  consecutive  years. 
Also,  he  was  either  secretary  or  chairman  of  every  district  convention 
to  which  Shelby  County  was  attached  for  the  same  period  of  time. 
In  1891  the  Democrats  of  the  12th  District  elected  him  to  the  State 
Senate  to  fill  a vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of  Senator  A.  J.  Robert- 
son. In  the  same  year,  in  connection  with  his  daughter,  Delia,  now 
Mrs.  Horace  Holbrook  of  Warren,  Ohio,  he  started  the  Sidney 
Daily  Nervs,  which  is  still  in  existence  and  has  a large  circulation. 

On  September  9th,  1856,  General  Amos  married  Nancy  J. 
Craig,  of  Woodsfield,  Ohio.  They  have  eight  children,  all  of  whom 
are  living. 

General  Amos  is  a remarkable  man  for  his  years.  He  is  still 
in  good  health  and  not  only  looks  after  his  business  with  the  regu- 
larity of  a man  in  his  prime,  but  is  still  a prominent  figure  in  Shelby 
County  politics. 

Hon.  Harvey  C.  Garber. — Politics  successfully  conducted 
must  be  managed  like  any  other  business.  There  must  be  thorough  or- 
ganization and  there  must  be  executive  ability  of  the  highest  order  at  the 
head  of  the  organization.  From  the  days  of  John  G.  Thompson  down 
to  1902,  the  Democratic  Party  of  Ohio  selected  a new  chairman  for  the 
Executive  committee  every  year  to  conduct  the  state  campaign,  and 
each  year  the  party  made  barely  a respectable  showing.  Upon  each 
of  these  chairmen  was  imposed  the  impossible  task  of  perfecting  an  or- 
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ganization  and  familiarizing  himself  with  the  work  of  conducting  a 
state  campaign  in  the  short  space  of  time  consuming  two  or  three  months. 
The  result  was  inevitable — an  imperfect  organization  and  defeat  at 
the  polls. 

In  1902  the  Central  Committee  selected  Hon.  Harvey  C.  Garber 
for  chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee — a man  qualified  by  expe- 
rience and  possessing  the  natural  ability  to  qualify  himself  preeminent- 
ly for  the  position,  and  he  remained  at  the  head  of  the  committee  for 
six  years.  The  result  was  that  within  three  years  Mr.  Garber  had 
perfected  the  most  powerful  organization  in  the  history  of  the  Demo- 
cratic Party  of  Ohio.  In  1905  he  elected  John  M.  Pattison  for  Gov- 
ernor, the  first  Governor  elected  by  the  Democrats  of  Ohio  in  1 6 years. 
In  1908  the  same  organization  elected  Governor  Harmon,  and  today 
the  Democracy  of  Ohio  is  a confident,  enthusiastic  and  harmonious 
organization.  It  requires  the  greatest  courage  and  persistence  to  man- 
age the  campaign  of  a minority  party.  The  leader  of  a majority  party 
seldom  has  to  worry  about  finances,  but  the  leader  of  a minority  cannot 
command  the  hordes  of  wealth  nor  appeal  to  a plutocracy  willing  to 
contribute  liberally  to  retain  their  special  privileges  and  control  legis- 
lation. 

Mr.  Garber  possesses  not  only  a wide  acquaintance  all  over  Ohio, 
but  has  a profound  knowledge  of  political  questions,  and  the  ability 
to  present  the  issues  so  as  to  attract  the  independent  voters.  To  these 
qualifications  he  adds  sound  judgment,  a marvelous  capacity  for  organ- 
ization, and  the  quality  of  being  a born  leader  of  men. 

With  due  regard  for  the  simple  truth  of  history  it  must  be  said 
that  Harvey  C.  Garber,  unaided  by  contributions  from  entrenched 
and  government  favored  interests,  built  up  a superb  organization  for  the 
Democracy  of  Ohio  out  of  the  scattered  remnants  of  an  oft  routed 
party. 

Mr.  Garber’s  ability  as  an  organizer  was  doubtless  strengthened 
by  the  experiences,  responsibilities  and  associations  of  his  earlier  years. 
While  yet  a youth  he  was  entrusted  with  responsibilities  that  required 
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not  only  close  attention  to  details,  but  brought  him  into  contact  in  a 
managerial  capacity  with  men  engaged  in  two  of  the  most  intricate 
of  all  great  public  service  systems  of  the  whole  world,  the  telegraph  and 
the  telephone. 

Harvey  C.  Garber  was  born  in  Darke  County,  O.,  July  1 6,  1 865. 
His  father  was  both  druggist  and  county  physician  and,  withall,  a man 
of  great  force  and  character.  His  mother  was  noted  for  her  matronly 
qualities  and  culture.  When  Mr.  Garber  was  a child  the  family  moved 
to  Greenville,  where,  at  an  early  age,  he  became  messenger  boy  for 
the  Western  Union  Telegraph  Company.  His  devotion  to  duty  and 
attention  to  detail  soon  attracted  the  attention  of  the  management, 
and  his  inquiring  turn  of  mind  speedily  acquainted  him  with  the  mys- 
teries of  telegraphy*.  As  a consequence  he  was  soon  well  equipped 
in  his  business,  and  accepted  a position  as  operator  for  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Railroad  Company.  He  remained  with  the  Pennsylvania  until 
1884,  when  he  became  manager  for  the  Western  Union  Telegraph 
Company  at  Greenville,  where  he  remained  until  he  entered  the  service 
of  the  Central  Union  Telephone  Company  in  1894. 

At  the  end  of  four  years,  in  1908,  he  was  made  State 
Superintendent  of  Ohio  for  that  company,  then  Assistant  General  So- 
licitor and  at  present  Assistant  to  the  President  with  ever  increasing 
credit  to  himself  and  benefit  to  the  company.  Long  before  Mr.  Gar- 
ber reached  his  majority  he  became  keenly  and  deeply  interested  in 
the  study  of  political  questions,  and  an  ardent  patriotism  to  his  principles 
impelled  him  to  take  part  in  public  affairs.  He  readily  found  an  op- 
portunity and  in  1889,  at  the  age  of  22,  he  was  elected  member  of 
the  lower  house  of  the  General  Assembly,  from  Darke  County.  He 
was  the  youngest  member  of  the  Legislature  that  elected  Calvin  S. 
Brice  to  the  United  States  Senate,  and  he  was  also  the  author  of  a bill 
to  put  an  end  to  the  abuses  of  the  fee  system  in  county  offices.  This  bill 
was  passed  but  was  repealed  by  a Republican  Legislature  before  it 
became  operative.  The  last  Assembly  has  remodeled  the  Garber 
Law. 

Mr.  Garber  was  reelected  to  the  House  in  1891,  and  during 
both  his  terms  consistently  supported  just  and  wise  legislation.  In 
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1902  he  was  nominated  for  Congress  by  the  Democrats  of  the  Fourth 
Ohio  District,  in  one  of  the  most  historic  congressional  conventions 
ever  held  in  Ohio.  The  delegates  from  Allen,  Auglaize,  Mercer, 
Shelby  and  Darke  Counties  met  in  three  different  cities  successively, 
and  1400  ballots  were  taken  amid  the  most  exciting  scenes,  before 
Mr.  Garber  was  finally  nominated  at  Wapakoneta.  He  was  trium- 
phantly elected  the  following  November  and  was  reelected  in  1904, 
and  had  the  distinction  of  being  the  only  Democratic  Congressman  elect- 
ed in  Ohio  in  the  latter  year.  Mr.  Garber  was  not  only  twice  honored 
with  election  to  the  State  Legislature,  but  twice  to  the  National  Con- 
gress, but  at  the  National  Convention  at  Denver  in  1908  was  elected 
National  Committeeman  from  Ohio. 

Hon.  WILLIAM  Gordon  was  born  on  a farm  near  Oak  Har- 
bor, Ottawa  County,  Ohio,  December  1 3,  1 862.  After  passing 
through  the  public  school  he  took  a two  years’  business  college  course 
at  Toledo  and  was  thereafter  engaged  as  book-keeper  and  manager 
in  his  father’s  lumber  business,  teaching  school  three  winters  during  the 
period,  until  September  of  1887,  when  he  became  deputy  county 
treasurer,  under  his  father  who  had  been  elected  to  that  office  in  1 886. 
He  then  entered  the  law  department  of  the  University  of  Michigan 
in  1891,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1893.  He 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  the  same  year  and  at  once  began  the  active 
practice  of  his  profession  at  Oak  Harbor,  Ohio.  In  1 895  he  moved 
to  Port  Clinton,  the  County  seat,  to  assume  the  duties  of  Prosecuting 
Attorney,  to  which  office  he  had  been  elected  in  1 894. 

Mr.  Gordon  is  one  of  the  best  known  Democrats  in  Northern 
Ohio  and  has  not, only  been  active  but  able  in  the  support  of  that 
party  for  more  than  twenty  years.  He  was  Deputy  Treasurer  of 
Ottawa  County  from  1887  to  1891  under  his  father,  Washington 
Gordon,  who  was  not  only  Treasurer  for  four  years  but  one  of  the 
Democratic  leaders  of  Ottawa  County  in  his  day.  He  died  in  1902. 
In  1894  William  Gordon  was  elected  Prosecuting  Attorney  for  Otta- 
wa County,  being  the  only  man  elected  on  the  Democratic  ticket, 
in  that  year.  He  served  as  Prosecuting  Attorney  for  six  years  and 
left  the  office  with  the  reputation  of  being  one  of  the  ablest  prosecutors 
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the  county  ever  had.  Also,  while  in  Ottawa  County,  he  was  a member 
of  the  Board  of  County  School  Examiners  for  six  years.  In  1896 
he  was  delegate  from  the  Ninth  District  of  Ohio  to  the  Democratic 
National  Convention  held  at  Chicago.  During  the  years  of  1903 
and  1904  Mr.  Gordon  served  as  a member  of  the  Democratic  State 
Central  Committee  for  the  Ninth  Congressional  District.  In  1.906  Mr. 
Gordon  moved  to  Cleveland  where  he  has  since  resided.  In  1910 
Mr.  Gordon  was  nominated  for  Congress  by  the  Democrats  of  the 
20th  District  and  made  a phenomenal  run.  In  1908  Paul  Howland, 
Republican,  had  been  elected  to  Congress  over  Charles  W.  Lapp 
by  a plurality  of  9,427,  but  in  1910  he  carried  the  district  against 
Mr.  Gordon  by  only  180  votes.  In  1912  Mr.  Gordon  was  again 
a candidate  for  Congress  from  his  home  district  and  was  elected 
by  a sweeping  plurality. 

WlLLAM  A.  Ashbrook. — In  1905  Licking  County  which  had 
always  been  considered  one  of  the  Gibralters  of  the  Ohio  Democracy, 
was  represented  in  the  Legislature  by  a Republican  and  seven  other 
Republicans  were  drawing  salaries  as  county  officials;  the  Seventeenth 
District,  of  which  Licking  County  is  a part,  was  represented  in  Con- 
gress by  a Republican,  and  was  at  least  debatable  territory.  The 
Democrats  of  the  county  and  district  were  defeated,  disorganized  and 
disheartened;  while  their  Republican  opponents  were  harmonious  and 
enthusiastic.  In  that  dark  year  a new  and  brilliant  star  arose  in  the 
political  firmament  of  that  county  and  district  in  the  person  of  William 
A.  Ashbrook  of  Johnstown,  and  it  is  largely  owing  to  Mr.  Ashbrook’s 
personal  popularity,  splendid  leadership  and  his  skill  as  an  organizer 
and  political  strategist  that  Licking  County  is  again  safely  Democratic 
and  that  since  1906  no  pre-election  Republican  prophet  has  placed 
the  Seventeenth  District  in  the  doubtful  column. 

William  A.  Ashbrook  was  born  in  Johnstown,  Ohio,  July  1st, 
1867,  on  the  same  spot  where  his  father  was  born  and  where  the 
latter  still  resides  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  87.  His  grandparents  were 
among  the  pioneers  of  Licking  County.  The  Reverend  Eli  Ash- 
brook, a Baptist  minister,  settled  on  a farm  in  Monroe  Township  near 


C„o 


THE  DEMOCRATIC  PARTY  OF  OHIO 


33 


Johnstown  in  1823  and  Eli  Pratt,  his  maternal  grandfather,  was  one 
of  the  early  settlers  of  Johnstown  and  one  of  the  leading  men  of  that 
section  of  the  country. 

William  A.  Ashbrook  received  his  early  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools,  graduated  from  the  Johnstown  High  School  and  took 
a short  course  in  a business  college  at  Lansing,  Mich.  Since  then 
his  education  has  been  completed  in  the  “University  of  Practical 
Journalism,”  which  has  given  to  the  country  so  many  of  its  leading 
citizens.  The  death  of  Mr.  Ashbrook’s  brother,  in  1885,  who  pub- 
lished the  Johnstown  Independent , required  him  to  take  charge  of  that 
paper,  though  he  was  not  then  eighteen  years  of  age. 

In  business  Mr.  Ashbrook  has  been  surprisingly  successful, 
starting  with  nothing  but  a country  newspaper,  and  hampered  by  the 
business  limitations  of  a country  town,  he  has  in  twenty-five  years 
acquired  a modest  fortune  and  without  ever  having  engaged  in  specu- 
lation. He  is  still  the  editor  and  proprietor  of  the  Johnstown  Inde- 
pendent, is  cashier  of  the  Citizens*  Bank  of  Johnstown,  cashier  of 
the  Croton  Bank  of  Croton,  secretary  of  the  Johnstown  Building  & 
Loan  Company,  has  one  of  the  most  successful  insurance  agencies  in 
Licking  County,  owns  a splendid  farm  which  he  successfully  man- 
ages and  is  actively  interested  in  other  industries  in  Johnstown  and  its 
vicinity.  He  is  always  in  the  lead  in  any  movement  tending  to  advance 
the  interests  of  his  native  town,  a liberal  contributor  to  her  churches 
and  lodges,  and  never  fails  to  heed  a call  for  charity.  He  was  mar- 
ried December  24,  1889,  to  Jennie  B.  Willison,  a helpful  helpmate. 

Mr.  Ashbrook  was  elected  secretary  of  the  National  Editorial 
Association  in  1903  and  reelected  in  1904,  1905  and  1906.  That 
this  organization  whose  membership  includes  the  editors  and  proprie- 
tors of  all  the  great  newspapers  of  the  country,  should  confer  this 
honor  on  the  proprietor  of  a small  country  paper,  is  an  evidence  of 
their  appreciation  of  his  worth  of  which  any  man  might  well  be  proud. 
He  is  one  of  the  organizers  and  first  presidents  of  the  Buckeye 
Press  Association,  an  organization  of  the  daily  and  weekly  news- 
papers of  Ohio. 

Mr.  Ashbrook’s  father  and  grandfathers  were  Republicans,  but 
during  the  first  Cleveland  campaign  in  1884,  four  years  before  he 
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was  old  enough  to  vote,  Mr.  Ashbrook  became  a Democrat,  largely 
on  the  tariff  question,  and  he  has  always  kept  the  faith.  When  he 
took  charge  of  the  Johnstoxvn  Independent  he  converted  that  paper 
into  a Democratic  organ  and  through  its  columns  he  has  ever  since 
taught  the  Gospel  of  Democracy. 

In  every  campaign  for  over  twenty  years  Mr.  Ashbrook  has 
been  one  of  the  most  active  Democrats  in  Licking  County.  He  was 
elected  secretary  of  the  County  Committee  when  only  twenty-three 
years  of  age  and  has  served  as  a member  of  that  committee  in  every 
campaign  since,  excepting  when  he  was  a candidate.  He  has  been  a 
delegate  to  nearly  every  state  convention  during  that  time,  and  is  al- 
ways selected  as  a delegate  to  the  district  and  county  conventions. 
In  1893  he  was  appointed  postmaster  of  Johnstown  by  President 
Cleveland.  In  1905  he  was  nominated  for  Representative  for  Lick- 
ing County  and  after  a spirited  campaign  defeated  Dr.  Watkins,  his 
Republican  opponent  who  was  a candidate  for  a second  term,  run- 
ning far  ahead  of  his  ticket.  It  was  this  campaign  that  attracted 
the  attention  of  the  Democrats  of  the  Seventeenth  District  to  his  avail- 
ability as  a candidate  for  Congress.  This  district  consists  of  the  im- 
portant counties  of  Licking,  Wayne,  Tuscarawas,  Holmes  and  Co- 
shocton, and  although  normally  Democratic  was  at  that  time  repre- 
sented by  a Republican.  The  Congressional  convention  of  1906 
was  held  at  New  Philadelphia  and  was  one  of  the  most  remarkable 
in  the  history  of  Ohio.  The  delegates  had  been  selected  from  the 
very  strongest  Democrats  in  every  county,  the  candidates  were  all 
able  men  and  supported  by  shrewd  managers  and  the  fight  was  in- 
tense. The  names  of  ex-Senator  J.  E.  Hurst  of  Tuscarawas,  Hon. 
Edward  S.  Wertz  of  Wayne,  and  William  A.  Ashbrook  of  Licking 
were  presented  to  the  convention  and  on  the  third  day  Mr.  Ashbrook 
was  nominated  on  the  277th  ballot.  Then  followed  one  of  the  most 
strenuous  campaigns  in  the  history  of  the  Seventeenth  District.  His 
opponent,  Judge  M.  L.  Smyser,  of  Wooster,  had  been  elected  two 
years  before  by  nearly  3,000  plurality,  was  a candidate  for  a second 
term,  and  was  the  strongest  and  most  popular  man  in  the  district,  but 
Mr.  Ashbrook  was  elected  by  485  plurality.  In  1908  he  was  re- 
nominated by  acclamation  and  defeated  J.  F.  Harrison  by  7,373. 
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In  1910  he  was  nominated  at  the  Congressional  primary  without  op- 
position and  defeated  General  A.  B.  Critchfield  by  10,944.  Mr. 
Ashbrook  is  the  only  man  who  has  ever  been  elected  for  a third  term 
in  the  Seventeenth  District  and  his  last  plurality  breaks  all  previous 
records. 

In  Congress  Mr.  Ashbrook  has  been  faithful  to  the  interests 
of  his  constituents  and  to  the  principles  of  his  party,  and  during  the 
next  two  years  as  a member  of  the  majority  party  he  will  undoubtedly 
be  given  important  committee  assignments  and  will  make  a place  for 
himself  among  the  Democratic  leaders  in  that  body.  He  is  now 
serving  as  a member  of  the  Committee  on  the  Militia  and  the  Com- 
mittee on  Coinage,  Weights  and  Measures.  When  President  Roose- 
velt ordered  the  time  honored  motto  “In  God  We  Trust”  struck  from 
the  American  coins,  it  was  Mr.  Ashbrook  who  introduced  and  took 
a prominent  part  in  securing  the  passage  of  a bill  restoring  the  motto, 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Press  and  public  throughout  the  country. 

Mr.  Ashbrook  possesses  every  attribute  of  the  successful  poli- 
tician in  the  best  sense  of  that  term.  He  is  active  in  politics  because 
he  has  strong  convictions  on  public  questions  and  is  anxious  to  ac- 
complish something  for  the  people.  He  is  a successful  organizer,  a 
shrewd  manager,  and  a vigorous  campaigner.  He  has  a charming 
personality,  makes  no  promises  that  he  cannot  fulfill  and  is  true  to 
his  friends.  He  is  still  a young  man,  has  made  good  in  every  posi- 
tion, and  has  won  the  confidence  and  affections  of  his  constituents 
to  a remarkable  degree,  and  they  together  with  his  friends  and  ad- 
mirers in  other  sections  of  Ohio  are  planning  higher  honors  for  him 
in  the  future. 

Since  the  foregoing  Was  written  Mr.  Ashbrook  was  elected  a 
fourth  time  to  Congress  from  his  district,  by  a still  larger  plurality 
than  ever  before. 

The  Johnstown  Independent  was  established  in  May,  1884,  by 
Hon.  E.  N.  Gunsallus,  who  is  now  Consul-General  in  Johannesburg, 
South  Africa.  Mr.  Gunsallus  has  been  in  the  consular  service  for 
the  past  fifteen  years.  He  published  the  Independent  for  ten  months 
when  he  disposed  of  it  to  Burt  G.  Ashbrook,  who  died  two  months 
thereafter.  The  paper  then  passed  into  the  hands  of  William  A. 
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Ashbrook,  who  served  in  the  77th  General  Assembly  and  has  repre- 
sented the  1 7th  Congressional  District  in  the  60th,  61st  and  62nd 
Congresses  and  is  now  in  his  fourth  term  in  the  63rd  Congress.  In 
1902  Mr.  Ashbrook  sold  an  interest  in  the  paper  to  Howard  L.  John- 
son and  Frederick  J.  Neeley,  who  had  served  as  apprentices  in  the 
office  and  have  been  continuously  associated  with  him  during  the 
past  twenty  years.  The  Independent  was  established  as  an  inde- 
pendent paper  but  was  made  a Democratic  paper  shortly  after  Mr. 
Ashbrook  became  the  owner  and  publisher.  It  has  always  enjoyed 
a large  circulation  and  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  best  and  most  profit- 
able country  weeklies  in  the  state.  Congressman  Ashbrook  has  con- 
tinuously published  the  Independent  for  twenty-one  years  and  is  one 
of  the  veteran  editors  in  the  county. 

Hon.  James  D.  Johnson. — No  man  in  Mercer  County, 
Ohio,  is  so  widely  and  generally  known  as  Senator  Johnson.  He  was 
bom  in  Adams  County,  Indiana,  November  26,  1838,  and  is  the  son 
of  George  W.  and  Nancy  M.  (Neptune)  Johnson.  He  was  edu- 
cated in  the  common  schools;  the  high  school  at  Willshire,  Ohio; 
the  Ohio  Wesleyan  University  at  Delaware,  Ohio,  and  the  Cincin- 
nati Law  College.  His  early  life  was  spent  on  the  farm  and  he  after- 
wards engaged  in  teaching  school  for  six  years.  On  April  11,1 882, 
he  settled  in  Celina  and  entered  upon  the  study  and  practice  of  law, 
and  has  distinguished  himself  as  a lawyer  of  ability. 

Senator  Johnson  has  always  been  a Democrat,  and  has  taken 
a very  active  part  in  the  Democracy  of  Mercer  County,  in  District, 
State  and  National  politics.  He  was  a member  of  the  Mercer  County 
Executive  Committee  for  many  years  and  has  frequently  been  a dele- 
gate to  county,  common  pleas  judicial,  circuit  judicial,  senatorial,  con- 
gressional, state  and  national  conventions.  He  was  a delegate  to 
the  Democratic  National  Convention  at  Kansas  City  in  1900,  repre- 
senting the  Fourth  Congressional  District  of  Ohio.  He  was  Town- 
ship Clerk  of  Blackcreek  Township,  Mercer  County,  Ohio,  in  1881- 
82;  Deputy  Treasurer  of  Mercer  County  1883-84;  Justice  of  the 
Peace  in  Celina,  Mercer  County,  from  1885  to  1891;  Member  of 
the  Board  of  Public  Affairs  of  Celina,  Ohio,  from  1903  to  1908, 
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and  City  Solicitor  from  1905  down  to  the  present  time.  He  repre- 
sented the  Thirty-second  Senatorial  District  in  the  Seventy-first  and 
Seventy-second  General  Assemblies  of  the  Ohio  Legislature,  which 
covered  the  years  from  1894  to  1898,  and,  in  1896  received  the 
complimentary  vote  of  his  party  for  President  Pro  Tern  of  the  Sen- 
ate. He  is  at  present  acting  as  trustee  for  Mercer  County  on  the 
Joint  Board  of  the  Tuberculosis  Hospital  built  at  Lima,  Ohio,  and  is 
President  of  the  Board,  which  consists  of  Trustees  from  Allen,  Au- 
glaize, Mercer,  Van  Wert  and  Shelby  Counties.  He  was  elected 
Presidential  Elector,  representing  the  Fourth  Congressional  District 
of  Ohio,  at  the  1912  Presidential  Election. 

Senator  Johnson  is  affiliated  with  the  following  organizations  and 
lodges:  Knights  of  Pythias,  Celina,  Ohio;  W.  O.  W.,  Celina, 

Ohio;  Celina  Lodge  241,  F.  & A.  M.;  Celina  Chapter,  120,  R.  A. 
M.;  Elks  Lodge,  No.  54,  Lima,  Ohio;  Council  R.  A.  M.,  St.  Marys, 
Ohio;  Ivanhoe  Commandery  No.  54,  Knights  Templars,  Van  Wert, 
Ohio;  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite  up  to  the  eighteenth  degree, 
Dayton,  Ohio  and  up  to  the  thirty-second  degree  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
and  the  Shrine,  Syrian  Temple,  A.  A.  O.  N.  M.  S.,  of  Cincinnati, 
Ohio. 

On  June  23,  1886,  James  D.  Johnson  married  Rebecca  Darrah 
now  deceased. 

William  Mortimer  Acker  was  born  in  Gorham  Township, 
Fulton  County,  Ohio,  December  25,  1848.  He  attended  the  dis- 
trict school  until  sixteen  years  of  age,  when  he  entered  the  Normal 
School  at  Morenci,  Michigan,  where  he  took  a two  years’  course. 
He  then  began  teaching  in  which  he  continued  in  Fulton  and  sur- 
rounding counties  for  three  years  when  he  returned  to  Morenci  and 
entered  the  mercantile  business.  In  1873  he  returned  to  his  native 
county  and  established  the  clothing  and  gents’  furnishing  business  at 
Fayette,  in  which  he  is  still  engaged. 

Mr.  Acker  comes  of  Democratic  stock  and  has  been  a firm  ad- 
herent of  that  Party  all  his  life.  He  is  an  untiring  worker  and  an 
able  organizer  and  campaigner  and  has  been  a member  of  the  County 
Central  and  Executive  Committee  for  years.  He  has  frequently 
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been  a delegate  to  county,  congressional,  senatorial,  judicial  and 
state  conventions  and  was  a strong  supporter  of  Governor  James  E. 
Campbell  when  he  was  nominated  in  1889.  Mr.  Acker  was  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Education  for  three  years,  was  Township 
Treasurer  for  three  years  and  city  councilman  for  three  terms.  In 
1882  he  was  the  nominee  of  the  Democratic  Party  for  County  Treas- 
urer and  although  he  was  defeated  he  received  the  highest  vote  on 
the  ticket  and  greatly  reduced  the  Republican  majority. 

In  1875  William  Mortimer  Acker  married  Ella,  daughter  of 
Calvin  Ackley.  The  Ackleys  are  one  of  the  prominent  families  of 
Fulton  County.  There  are  six  living  children  in  the  Acker  family, 
namely:  Guy  Kenneth,  Gertrude,  Florence  L.  (Mrs.  Claude  Mont- 

gomery of  Toledo),  Lula  J.,  George  T.  and  Ruth.  Mr.  Acker’s 
father  was  George  Acker,  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  who  settled 
in  Fulton  County,  Ohio,  in  1845.  He  was  a farmer  and  a staunch 
Democrat.  He  died  in  1890  in  his  seventieth  year.  His  wife’s 
maiden  name  was  Minerva  Cottrell,  who  died  in  1849  at  the  early 
age  of  22,  leaving  two  children,  William  Mortimer  Acker  and  Mary 
P.,  wife  of  Dr.  E.  H.  Rorick,  a prominent  physician  of  Fayette,  who 
is  also  a well  known  financier,  being  president  of  two  banks. 

L.  R.  ANSPACH  was  born  at  Ada,  Hardin  County,  Ohio, 
February  17th,  1887.  After  passing  through  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  place  he  took  a civil  engineering  course  at  the  Ohio  North- 
ern University.  In  1907  he  went  to  Kenton  and  took  a position  in 
the  Surveyor’s  office,  which  he  held  until  September  1st,  1911,  when 
he  entered  upon  his  duties  as  County  Surveyor,  to  which  office  he 
had  been  elected  in  November,  1910.  Mr.  Anspach  is  one  of  the 
active  young  Democrats  of  Hardin  County  and  his  experience  as  an 
assistant  in  the  Surveyor’s  office  renders  him  peculiarly  capable  of 
filling  that  office  acceptably.  *He  is  a member  of  Lodge  No.  157 
B.  P.  O.  E.  and  of  Lodge  No.  79,  I.  O.  O.  F. 

Mr.  Anspach’s  father,  David  M.  Anspach,  is  a resident  of  Ada 
and  a carpenter  by  trade,  and  has  always  been  a staunch  Democrat. 
His  mother’s  maiden  name  was  Margaret  Westhoven.  On  Septem- 
ber 1st,  1909,  L.  R.  Anspach  married  Marie  Welte. 
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James  Madison  Abraham,  son  of  J.  K.  and  R.  M.  (Be- 
bout)  Abraham,  was  born  on  a farm  five  miles  north  of  Marysville, 
Ohio,  August  20,  1856.  He  was  reared  on  a farm  and  attended  the 
country  schools  until  the  family  moved  to  Logan  County  when  he 
was  eleven  years  of  age.  He  has  resided  in  Logan  County  ever 
since. 

After  leaving  the  farm  he  was  engaged  in  the  retail  grocery 
business  for  a time,  after  which  he  went  into  the  wholesale  grocery 
business  and  finally  became  a traveling  salesman  in  that  line.  On 
September  5,  1876,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  McLaughlin. 

Mr.  Abraham  has  long  taken  an  active  part  in  the  Democratic 
politics  of  Bellefontaine  and  Logan  County  and  has  been  an  able 
worker  in  many  campaigns.  He  has  served  as  Judge  of  Election 
and  as  chairman  of  the  county  executive  committee,  besides  being 
delegate  to  several  state  conventions.  He  has  been  a member  of 
the  Bellefontaine  city  council  and  was  the  first  Democrat  ever  elected 
to  the  school  board  in  that  city.  His  interest  in  the  cause  of  educa- 
tion and  his  services  upon  the  board  were  so  appreciated  that  he  was 
elected  for  a second  term,  serving  in  all  eight  years.  He  takes  a 
' warm  interest  in  the  welfare  of  his  city  and  is  one  of  the  most  enter- 
prising citizens. 

WlLL  F.  Alt  was  born  in  Kenton,  Ohio,  October  14th,  1882. 
He  was  educated  at  Case  University,  Cleveland,  where  he  took  an 
electrical  engineering  course.  After  leaving  college  he  practiced  as 
an  electrical  engineer  for  only  one  year  and  then  took  over  his  father’s 
^ market  business,  which  was  established  thirty-two  years  ago  and 
which  he  still  conducts.  Mr.  Alt  has  become  well  known  as.  one 
of  the  active  Democrats  of  Hardin  County  and  has  served  a number 
of  times  on  the  county  central  committee.  In  1908  he  was  elected 
City  Auditor  of  Kenton  and  was  reelected  in  1910.  When  his 
term  expires  he  will  be  the  Democratic  choice  for  candidate  for 
^another  term.  He  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  of  Lodge 
No.  157  B.  P.  O.  E.,  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  and 
of  the  Drifters,  a social  club.  Mr.  Alt’s  parents  were  John  F.  and 
Helen  (Lintz)  Alt,  who  came  to  Kenton  from  Germany  in  1875. 
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ROBERT  L.  Adair,  son  of  Anderson  and  Emeline  (Yocum) 
Adair,  was  born  in  Wayne  County,  Ohio,  February  2,  1869.  He 
passed  through  the  public  schools  of  his  native  place  and  then  entered 
Wooster  University,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  the  class  of 
1891.  He  then  took  up  the  study  of  law  and  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  1893,  in  which  year  he  opened  an  office  in  Orrville  and  began 
the  active  practice  of  his  profession.  In  1895  he  removed  to  Wooster 
where  he  located  permanently  and  where  he  has  practiced  law  ever 
since.  He  has  been  unusually  successful  in  his  profession  and  is 
widely  known  for  his  advanced  ideas  and  the  interest  he  takes  in 
public  affairs. 

Mr.  Adair  has  always  been  a Democrat  although  he  was  read 
out  of  the  Party  at  the  Annual  Celebration,  January  8,  1907,  for 
advocating  aggressive  legislation  against  liquor  interests  and  refusal 
to  support  candidates  who  would  not  commit  themselves  to  enforce 
liquor  laws.  Nevertheless  he  still  retains  his  Democracy  and  con- 
tinues to  vote  the  ticket,  which  not  only  shows  his  belief  in  the  funda- 
mental principles  of  Democracy  but  also  indicates  that  he  is  a broad- 
minded gentleman.  He  was  City  Solicitor  of  Wooster  from  1897 
to  1899  and  was  elected  Probate  Judge  in  the  latter  year,  taking 
office  in  1900.  His  management  of  the  affairs  of  that  important 
office  was  so  satisfactory  that  he  was  reelected  in  1902,  serving  six 
years  in  all.  He  has  been  delegate  to  several  conventions  and  has 
always  been  an  advocate  of  clean  politics.  He  is  noted  for  his 
progressive  ideas  and  believes  that  the  Government  should  take  an  in- 
creased larger  share  in  the  protection  of  the  weak  against  the  strong 
and  powerful,  a doctrine  that  is  purely  Democratic  and  which,  if 
it  were  carried  out  in  this  country,  would  be  productive  of  more  good 
than  any  other  political  doctrine  of  the  day.  Mr.  Adair  has  taken 
an  active  part  in  the  suppression  of  the  liquor  traffic  in  Wayne  County 
and  was  a member  of  the  General  Committee  that  managed  the  cam- 
paign in  which  saloons  were  voted  out  of  his  county  and  was  also  a 
member  of  the  committee  and  one  of  the  attorneys  in  the  work  of 
enforcing  the  liquor  laws  after  Wayne  County  had  been  placed  in 
the  dry  column. 


' 


THE  DEMOCRATIC  PARTY  OF  OHIO  . 


43 


Mr.  Adair’s  father,  Anderson  Adair,  was  born  in  Wayne  County 
in  1823.  His  mother  was  a native  of  Mt.  Vernon.  In  1909  Rob- 
ert L.  Adair  married  Mary  S.  Campbell  of  Indianapolis,  Indiana. 


WlLLIAM  T.  Alberson  was  born  September  17th,  1846,  and 
was  educated  at  the  Savannah  Academy  of  Ashland,  and  Oberlin 
College,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1869.  After  leaving  college 
he  became  Deputy  in  the  Auditor’s  office,  where  he  remained  until 
1874,  when  he  was  reelected  Auditor.  He  was  reelected  in  1876 
and  held  that  office,  in  all,  fours  years.  In  1879  he  bought  the  Ash' 
land  Press  and  conducted  that  paper  until  1895.  In  1896  he  be- 
came managing  Editor  of  the  Mansfield  Shield.  In  1900  he  bought 
and  consolidated  two  Democratic  papers  in  New  Philadelphia,  con- 
ducted them  for  seven  years  and  sold  out  in  1907.  In  that  year 
he  went  to  Coshocton  and  purchased  a controlling  interest  in  the 
Coshocton  Times , which  paper  he  is  still  conducting. 

Both  as  a writer  and  worker  for  the  Party,  Mr.  Alberson  is  an 
able  and  influential  Democrat.  He  has  been  a delegate  to  nearly 
every  state  convention  for  the  past  forty  years  and  served  on  the 
committee  on  Resolutions  several  times.  He  was  delegate  to  the 
National  Convention  in  1884  when  Cleveland  was  first  nominated 
for  President  and  in  1891  was  appointed  by  Governor  Campbell  one 
of  the  managers  of  the  Columbian  World’s  Fair,  held  at  Chicago, 
in  1 893,  and  was  elected  Secretary  of  the  Fair  Board.  He  is  a member 
of  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  the  Elks  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 

Mr.  Alberson’s  father  was  Judge  James  Alberson,  who  was 
born  in  Harrison  County,  Ohio,  in  1822.  His  mother  was  Rachel 
(Andrews)  Alberson,  who  was  born  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  in 
1827.  In  1875  William  T.  Alberson  married  Mary  E.  Wiley, 
sister  of  General  Acquilla  Wiley  of  Wooster.  They  have  two 
children,  namely:  Miss  Jessie  A.,  a teacher  in  the  Girls’  High  School 
of  Louisville,  Kentucky,  and  Miss  Susanna  Wiley  Alberson,  who 
resides  at  home. 


44 


THE  DEMOCRATIC  PARTY  OF  OHIO 


G.  F.  ACKERMAN  was  born  in  Liberty  Township,  Crawford 
County,  December  10,  1871,  and  until  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age 
attended  school  and  worked  on  his  father’s  farm.  The  next  two 
years  he  continued  his  studies  at  New  Washington  High  School  and 
in  the  fall  of  1890  he  entered  the  Ohio  Normal  University  at  Ada, 
taking  the  scientific  course.  He  then  became  a teacher  and  taught 
school  in  the  winter  months,  working  on  the  farm  in  the  summer  until 
he  returned  to  Ada  and  took  a course  in  stenography  in  1 893  and 
1894.  He  resumed  teaching  and  farm  life  but  again  in  the  spring 
of  1896  took  a review  course  at  Ada.  He  then  took  up  the  study 
of  law  under  Judge  Tobias,  also  acting  as  the  Judge’s  stenographer, 
but  continuing  to  teach  school  in  the  winter  months.  From  1898  to 
1902  he  served  as  Principal  of  the  Third  Ward  School  of  Bucyrus. 
On  January  1st,  1902,  he  was  appointed  Deputy  Sheriff  of  Craw- 
ford County  which  position  he  filled  until  January,  1906.  From 
1906  to  1908  he  was  Engrossing  Clerk  for  the  Senate  at  the  State 
Capital,  also  acting  as  bookkeeper  during  the  interims  between  ses- 
sions for  the  American  Clay  Machinery  Company.  In  1907  he 
accepted  a position  as  salesman  for  the  Strine  & Grunder  Manufac- 
turing Company  of  New  Philadelphia,  Ohio.  In  June  of  1908  he 
was  nominated  by  the  Democratic  Party  for  Auditor  without  oppo- 
sition and  was  elected  the  ensuing  fall.  As  his  predecessor’s  term  of 
office  did  not  expire  for  eleven  months  he  became  principal  of  the 
Third  Ward  School  of  Bucyrus  for  the  school  year  of  1908  and 
1909.  He  is  considered  a very  able  and  efficient  auditor.  He  has 
served  on  the  county  central  committee  and  has  been  delegate  to 
judicial  and  senatorial  conventions.  Also  in  1907  he  was  a member 
of  the  city  council  and  was  clerk  of  the  County  Board  of  Elections 
during  1903,  1904  and  1905.  In  1896  he  was  secretary  of  the 
Bryan  Free  Silver  Club  which  had  an  enrollment  of  twelve  hundred 
members. 

On  November  10th,  1896,  G.  F.  Ackerman  married  Caroline 
E.  Kuhn,  daughter  of  August  and  Catherine  (Limbach)  Kuhn  of 
Tuscarawas  County.  They  have  two  children  living:  Elva  Marie 

and  Margaret  Catherine.  His  father,  Caleb  A.,  was  born  in  Craw- 
ford County,  December  12,  1840.  He  married  Margaret  High, 
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also  a native  of  Crawford  County  and  born  September  4,  1844. 
Both  were  of  German  ancestry  and  of  pioneer  families  of  Crawford 
County.  They  are  still  living  and  reside  in  Bucyrus.  Caleb  A. 
served  in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  in  the  Forty-ninth  Ohio  Regiment 
under  Colonel  Gibson.  Mr.  G.  F.  Ackerman  is  a member  of  the 
Knights  of  Maccabees  and  of  the  Order  of  Eagles.  In  1908  he 
was  sent  as  a delegate  by  the  Eagles  to  the  National  Convention  at 
Seattle,  Washington.  He  is  also  a member  of  the  Reformed  Church 
and  for  fourteen  years  has  acted  as  treasurer  and  trustee  of  that 
church  in  Bucyrus.  His  chosen  profession  is  the  law  which  it  is 
his  intention  to  follow  after  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office. 


Carl  Vorhies  Beebe,  son  of  Hon.  William  G.  and  M. 
Roberta  (Vorhies)  Beebe,  was  born  in  Morrow  County,  Ohio,  De- 
cember 16,  1879.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  the 
high  school  at  Mt.  Gilead,  Ohio,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty  entered 
Ohio  State  University  to  take  a scientific  course.  About  a year  later 
he  returned  to  Mt.  Gilead  and  took  up  newspaper  work  with  his 
father.  Since  1901  he  has  been  associate  editor  of  The  Union  Reg- 
ister, an  admirably  conducted  paper. 

Mr.  Beebe  is  one  of  the  active  young  Democrats  of  Morrow 
County  and  has  been  so  for  years.  He  is  secretary  of  the  County 
Central  Committee  and  has  been  delegate  to  judicial  and  senatorial 
conventions.  In  1903,  when  Tom  L.  Johnson  was  the  Democratic 
candidate  for  Governor,  he  was  a candidate  for  Representative  and 
suffered  the  fate  of  the  whole  ticket.  He  is  very  active  in  committee 
work,  is  a good  organizer  and  is  highly  appreciated  by  the  Democrats 
of  his  district.  He  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity  and  is 
one  of  the  Toquet  Club,  a local  organization  of  wide  reputation. 

In  1905  Carl  Vorhies  Beebe  married  Miss  Mary  E.,  daughter 
of  Dr.  Walter  C.  Bennett,  an  eminent  physician  and  prominent  Demo- 
crat of  Mt.  Gilead. 


oiko 


46 


THE  DEMOCRATIC  PARTY  OF  OHIO 


GEORGE  W.  Banter  was  born  in  Grant  County,  Indiana, 
August  19,  1854.  He  was  educated  in  the  common  and  high  school, 
after  which  he  taught  in  his  native  state  until  twenty-six  years  of  age, 
when  he  entered  a drug  store  as  clerk.  In  1883  he  embarked  in 
business  for  himself  in  Ohio  City,  Indiana,  and  in  1896  settled  in 
Mendon,  Ohio,  and  opened  his  present  establishment. 

Since  the  age  of  fifteen  he  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  the 
Democratic  Party.  He  came  into  politics  during  reconstruction  day* 
when  party  spirit  was  very  bitter.  When  he  was  fifteen  the  Party 
was  divided  and  engaged  in  a local  fight  and  he  was  commissioned 
to  secretly  ford  the  river  and  carry  a flag  of  truce  to  the  opposite  fac- 
tion. He  successfully  performed  his  mission  and  thus  enabled  his 
division  to  win  on  the  local  issue.  He  has  frequently  served  on  the 
County  Central  and  Executive  Committees.  Previous  to  locating  at 
Mendon  he  resided  for  a number  of  years  in  Van  Wert  County,  Ohio, 
and  was  prominently  identified  with  the  Democratic  Party  there. 
At  one  election  he  was  nominated  for  the  office  of  County  Treasurer 
and  received  a very  flattering  vote  for  his  party.  He  was,  however, 
three  times  elected  Township  Treasurer  in  that  city.  While  he  re- 
sided in  Indiana  he  served  as  Postmaster  of  Ohio  City  under  Cleve- 
land’s administration  and  in  both  states  has  always  taken  an  active 
interest  in  the  success  of  his  Party.  He  is  an  able  organizer  and  has 
always  been  an  untiring  worker,  exerting  much  influence  in  his  county 
and  district. 

On  June  10,  1888,  George  W.  Banter  married  Ida,  daughter 
of  William  Madden,  a prosperous  farmer  of  Mercer  County.  They 
have  one  daughter.  Miss  Bertha  Banter.  Mr.  Banter’s  father  was 
a public  spirited  Democrat  and  patriot  who  was  killed  in  battle  in 
the  War  of  the  Rebellion.  His  grandfather  was  a native  of  Vir- 
ginia but  migrated  to  Indiana  and  died  in  the  year  1895.  His  great- 
grandfather came  from  Germany  in  1 773  and  served  as  a patriot 
soldier  throughout  the  Revolutionary  War.  His  mother,  Elmira 
Jeffries,  was  also  born  in  Virginia,  and  died  in  1879  at  the  age  of 
forty-five,  leaving  five  children,  namely:  George  W.,  John  W., 

G.  Dudley,  Albert,  and  Mary,  now  Mrs.  Frank  Knight. 
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Hon.  William  Gamaliel  Beebe  was  born  at  Mt.  Gilead, 
Ohio,  February  3,  1832.  Fie  attended  the  public  schools  until 
seventeen  years  of  age,  when  his  father,  who  was  a lawyer  with  ex- 
tensive practice  and  the  editor  of  a Democratic  paper,  prevailed  upon 
him  to  take  up  newspaper  work,  and  at  that  early  age  he  took  upon 
himself  the  duties  of  editor  of  The  Union  Register.  The  paper  was 
started  by  his  father,  Judge  Judson  A.  Beebe,  during  the  Civil  War 
and  has  always  been  ably  conducted,  being  edited  first  by  the  founder. 
Judge  J.  A.  Beebe,  who  was  succeeded  by  his  son-in-law,  Hon.  H. 
S.  Prophet,  now  an  attorney  at  Lima,  Ohio,  and  then  by  his  son 
who  has  been  its  editor  and  proprietor  now  forty-four  years. 
William  G.  Beebe  had  a natural  talent  for  newspaper  work  and 
made  The  Union  Register  a success  and  a potent  force  in  the  poli- 
tics of  Morrow  County.  In  1903  his  son,  Carl  Vorhies  Beebe,  be- 
came the  father’s  assistant  as  editor  and  manager  of  the  paper,  which 
has  always  been  Democratic  in  its  policies. 

In  addition  to  his  newspaper  work  Mr.  Beebe  has  had  a large 
experience  in  practical  politics.  He  has  been  conspicuous  in  state, 
congressional  and  judicial  conventions;  was  secretary  of  the  county 
executive  and  central  committees  for  years;  was  alternate  to  the  Na- 
tional Convention  at  Baltimore  when  Greeley  was  nominated  for 
President;  was  a member  of  the  state  central  committee  and  was 
with  that  committee  'in  its  work  during  the  most  active  efforts  of  the 
lamented  Hon.  Tom  L.  Johnson  in  state  politics  in  Ohio.  He  was 
secretary  of  the  state  convention  in  1899  and  was  State  Senator  in 
1891  and  1892  from  the  1 7-28th  District.  Senator  Beebe  is  known 
all  over  the  State  as  a strong,  clean  politician  and  is  respected  and 
admired  for  his  gentlemanly  qualities. 

On  October  18fh,  1877,  William  G.  Beebe  married  Miss  M. 
Roberta  Vorhies,  daughter  of  Dr.  L.  B.  Vorhies.  They  have  two 
children,  Carl  Vorhies  Beebe,  of  The  Union  Register,  and  Hermann 
C.  Beebe,  a salesman  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  the  latter  and  younger  son 
having  no  taste  whatever  for  newspaper  work,  but  who  after  being 
located  for  a period  in  Princeton,  New  Jersey,  and  in  Philadelphia, 
located  in  Cleveland,  where  after  a short  course  in  Case  School  he 
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took  up  business  cares  and  soon  wedded  Miss  Flora  M.  Frantz, 
daughter  of  Franklin  F.  Frantz,  and  immediately  established  a home 
in  East  Cleveland. 

Senator  Beebe’s  parents  were  Judson  A.  and  Eliza  A.  Beebe, 
the  latter  a native  of  Maryland.  Judson  A.  Beebe  was  born  in  New 
York  State  and  was  early  in  the  sixties  elected  a member  of  the  Ohio 
State  Senate  from  the  same  district  which  his  son-in-law  and  his  son 
subsequently  represented,  but  was  “counted  out’’  through  what  was 
represented  as  the  “soldier  vote.’’  He  was  a militant  Democrat,  an 
uncompromising  foe  of  the  Republicans  and  a great  organizer  and  com- 
mittee worker.  He  died  in  1874,  while  serving  his  first  term  as  com- 
mon pleas  judge  in  the  second  sub-division  of  the  sixth  judicial  dis- 
trict, the  immediate  successor  of  Judge  G.  W.  Geddis,  deceased. 

DoLCIE  Bogart,  son  of  John  B.  and  Ellen  Bogart,  was  born 
at  Sidney,  Ohio,  February  22,  1875,  and  received  his  early  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools  at  Columbus  Grove,  Ohio.  He 
learned  to  be  a telegraph  operator  and  worked  for  the  C.  H.  & D. 
Railroad  for  two  years,  after  which  he  was  in  the  service  of  the 
Ohio  Southern  Railway  for  nine  years  and  was  located  at  Springfield, 
Ohio.  Since  leaving  the  railway  service  he  has  been  engaged  in  the 
hotel  and  restaurant  business  at  Norwalk,  Ohio. 

Mr.  Bogart  has  always  been  a Democrat  and  has  taken  an 
active  part  in  politics  in  Huron  County  for  the  past  ten  years.  He 
% was  a member  of  the  Board  of  Elections  for  six  years  and  in  1909 
was  a delegate  to  the  Judicial  Convention  at  Toledo.  In  that  year 
also  he  was  a candidate  for  the  office  of  City  Auditor  in  Norwalk. 
During  1910  he  was  Clerk  of  Courts  in  Huron  County,  having  been 
appointed  to  fill  a vacancy.  In  1911  he  was  a candidate  for  council- 
man. He  is  an  active,  energetic  Democratic  worker  and  has  a large 
following  both  in  the  city  and  county.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Red  Men,  the  Owls,  the  German  Bene- 
ficiary Union  and  the  Central  Labor  Body.  On  November  24,  1901, 
Dolcie  Bogart  married  Clara  A.  Zahn. 
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Judge  Austin  M.  Brown  was  born  in  Wyandot  County, 
Ohio,  December  5,  1 859.  His  father  was  a farmer  and  he  was  born 
and  reared  in  the  country  and  was  more  familiar  with  labor  than 
with  books  in  his  youthful  days.  From  the  time  he  was  able  to  at- 
tend school  until  eighteen  years  of  age  he  got  about  three  months 
schooling  out  of  each  year,  yet  so  well  had  he  employed  his  study  hours 
that  at  the  age  of  eighteen  he  began  to  teach  school.  He  taught 
for  five  years  continuing  his  farm  life  and  also  advancing  himself  in 
literary  attainments.  He  moved  to  Ada  in  1 887  and  took  a two-year 
course  in  law  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  June  1890.  Im- 
mediately after  his  admission  he  began  the  active  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession in  Upper  Sandusky  with  Elza  Carter  under  the  name  of 
Carter  & Brown.  In  1 892  he  opened  an  office  of  his  own  and  in  1 894 
formed  a partnership  with  Judge  T.  D.  Lanker. 

For  many  years  Judge  Brown  has  been  a strong  factor  in  the 
Democratic  Party  of  Wyandot  County.  He  has  served  on  all  the 
different  committees  and  for  several  years  was  secretary  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee.  He  is  highly  respected  for  his  public  spirit  and 
will  always  be  remembered  for  the  special  interest  he  took  in  securing 
the  new  Court  House  for  Upper  Sandusky.  In  1903  he  was  elected 
to  the  office  of  Probate  Judge  which  he  filled  from  February  9,  1904, 
to  February  9,  1911.  This  is  the  only  office  to  which  he  ever  aspired 
and  during  his  incumbency  he  added  both  to  the  number  of  his  friends 
and  public  popularity. 

On  November  1 7,  1885,  Judge  Austin  M.  Brown  married  Mary 
E.,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Eliza  E.  (Cole)  Welter — one  of  the  pioneer 
families  of  Wyandot  County.  They  have  a family  of  eight  chil- 
dren, namely:  Adelaide,  born  March  5,  1887,  Mabel,  born  Aug- 

ust 25,  1889,  Foster  W.,  born  December  13,  1891.  Lydia  E.,  born 
August  10,  1895,  Harry  H.,  born  July  7,  1898,  Walter  B.,  born 
October  29,  1901,  Florence  M.,  born  March  21,  1905,  and  Alice 
L.,  born  September  4,  1908. 

Judge  Brown’s  parents  were  John  N.  Brown,  born  in  Wyandot 
County,  May  8,  1836  and  Lydia  (Berry)  Brown,  born  November 
22,  1835.  There  were  three  children  in  the  family,  of  whom  Judge 
Brown  and  his  sister,  Mrs.  Eliza  A.  Welter,  survive. 
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Judge  William  A.  Babcock  was  born  on  a farm  in  Portage 
County,  Ohio,  in  1851.  He  received  his  education  at  Hiram  Col- 
lege and  the  Cleveland  Law  School  and  was  admitted  to  practice  in 

1874. 

Judge  Babcock  was  a Republican  in  politics  until  1884  and  up 
to  that  time  had  been  a regular  stump  speaker  for  that  party.  Dur- 
ing the  first  Cleveland  campaign  he  made  a study  of  the  tariff  ques- 
tion with  the  result  that  he  joined  the  Democratic  Party.  In  1896 
he  was  nominated  by  the  Democrats  for  County  Solicitor,  but  was 
defeated  for  the  election.  He  was  a candidate  for  Common  Pleas 
Judge  in  1897  and  again  in  1899,  failing  of  election  in  both  cases. 
In  1901  he  was  again  a candidate  for  Common  Pleas  Judge  and  was 
elected,  being  at  that  time  the  only  Democratic  judge  in  the  Western 
Reserve.  At  the  expiration  of  his  first  term  in  1 906  he  was  reelected 
and  has  now  served  nearly  two  terms  on  the  Common  Pleas  bench. 
Judge  Babcock  was  always  an  enthusiastic  follower  of  Mayor  John- 
son, not  only  in  his  politics  but  in  his  ideas  of  city  government. 

Robert  J.  Beatty. — The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  one  of  the 
most  active  young  Democratic  club  men  in  Ohio.  He  is  a native  of 
Morrow  County,  but  for  some  years  has  been  a resident  and  citizen  of 
Franklin  County.  Mr.  Beatty  graduated  from  the  high  school  in 
1898,  studied  law  under  the  direction  of  D.  B.  Ulrey,  Esq.,  attended 
the  Ohio  State  University  Law  School  for  two  years  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  1900,  since  which  date  he  has  been  actively  en- 
gaged in  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Columbus. 

Mr.  Beatty  has  profound  faith  in  the  club  organization  as  a 
factor  in  politics.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  and  the  first  secre- 
tary of  the  East  Side  Democratic  Club  and  has  been  secretary  of 
the  Franklin  County  Democratic  Club,  secretary  of  the  Jefferson 
Club,  and  assistant  secretary  of  the  Kilbourne  Club.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Executive  Board  from  Ohio  of  the  National  Dem- 
ocratic League  of  Clubs,  and  in  1910  was  made  secretary  of  the 
National  League.  In  1911  he  was  appointed  special  counsel  to 
the  State  by  Attorney-General  Hogan. 
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Hon.  SAMUEL  L.  Black,  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  next  to  Judge 
Ben  Lindsey  of  Denver,  Colorado,  the  most  prominent  figure  in 
Juvenile  Court  work  in  the  United  States,  was  born  in  the  village 
of  Kimbolton,  Guernsey  County,  Ohio,  on  December  22nd,  1859. 
His  father  was  a prominent  j>hysician  in  eastern  Ohio.  The  subject 
of  this  sketch  attended  the  public  schools  at  Cambridge,  Ohio,  where 
he  graduated  from  the  High  School  in  1878.  He  attended  the  Ohio 
Wesleyan  University  at  Delaware,  Ohio,  from  which  he  graduated 
in  June  of  1883._  At  college  he  was  a member  of  the  Phi  Gamma 
Delta  Fraternity.  Entering  the  study  of  law  he  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  October,  1887,  becoming  a member  of  the  firm  of  Powell, 
Ricketts  and  Black,  and  later  the  firm  of  Powell,  Owen,  Ricketts, 
and  Black.  He  practiced  law  from  1887  until  1896  and  was  one 
of  the  foremost  commercial  lawyers  of  the  city. 

Denominationally  Judge  Black  is  a Methodist.  He  is  a thirty- 
second  degree  Mason  in  the  Scottish  Rite  and  Knight  Templar  in 
the  York  Rite. 

In  politics  Judge  Black  is  a Democrat  and  his  political  career 
has  been  an  arduous  one  of  things  done  and  accomplished. 

In  1896  he  was  the  Democratic  nominee  for  Probate  Judge  and 
the  popularity  of  Mr.  Black  was  such  that  although  his  adversary.  Tod 
B.  Galloway,  was  one  of  the  most  popular  men  on  the  Republican 
ticket,  Mr.  Black  ran  thousands  of  votes  ahead  of  his  ticket.  Owing 
to  the  question  of  Free  Silver  which  in  that  campaign  alienated  most 
of  the  Democratic  vote,  especially  among  the  Germans,  Mr.  Black 
was  defeated  by  a small  majority  but  he  displayed  so  much  strength 
in  this  campaign  that  in  the  Spring  of  1897  he  was  nominated  by  his 
party  for  Mayor  and  was  elected  by  a large  plurality  over  Hon. 
Emmett  B.  Tompkins,  the  Republican  candidate. 

Judge  Black’s  administration  of  the  government  of  Columbus 
was  memorable  in  many  respects.  He  surrounded  himself  by  one  of 
the  strongest  cabinets  which  this  city  has  ever  seen.  Hon.  Selwyn 
N.  Owen,  Felix  A.  Jacobs,  Edward  Denmead  and  William  H. 
Williams  filled  the  Directorships  of  Law,  Public  Service,  Accounts 
and  Public  Safety,  respectively. 
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At  this  time  the  Water  Works  System  of  Columbus,  Ohio, 
was  earning  about  $100,000.00  per  annum  for  the  city  and  a group 
of  New  York  capitalists  under  the  name  of  “The  Columbus  Water 
Company”  endeavored  to  get  a franchise  to  furnish  Columbus  with 
its  water.  The  offer  which  it  made  seemed  to  be  a liberal  one,  the 
arguments  in  favor  of  it  were  specious  and  plausible,  and  were  es- 
pecially pertinent  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  city  needed  a larger 
and  more  reliable  supply  of  water.  Judge  Black  saw  that  there 
was  only  one  means  of  thwarting  the  designs  of  these  capitalists  and 
save  this  valuable  utility  for  the  city.  Accordingly,  through  his  ini- 
tiative, Council  submitted  to  the  people  the  question  of  whether  bonds 
should  be  issued  to  build  a dam  in  the  Scioto  River.  To  pass  this, 
required  a two-thirds  vote  of  the  electorate.  It  was  a critical  period 
in  Columbus  history.  In  the  fall  of  1897  he  asked  the  people  for 
a bond  issue  of  $100,000,  with  the  proceeds  of  which  to  build  a 
storage  dam.  In  this  campaign  the  Columbus  Water  Company 
were  successful  in  defeating  the  proposition.  Not  discouraged,  in 
the  Spring  of  1898,  Judge  Black  asked  the  electors  of  the  city  to 
authorize  a bond  issue  of  $1  75,000  to  build  a storage  dam  and  acquire 
the  necessary  property.  The  campaign  was  short  but  incisive.  By 
this  time,  through  Judge  Black’s  efforts,  the  people  realized  the  sit- 
uation and  authorized  the  bond  issue  by  a large  majority.  Judge 
Black  threw  himself  into  both  campaigns  with  relentless  energy,  made 
speeches  night  after  night  in  all  parts  of  the  city,  and  by  his  eloquence 
and  enthusiasm  saved  the  Water  Works  for  the  city. 

Under  his  administration  the  land  for  the  same  was  acquired 
and  the  contract  for  the  construction  of  the  same  would  have  been 
let  in  a few  minutes  for  less  than  $100,000,  but  for  an  injunction 
suit  brought  by  the  Water  Company.  This  suit  was  never  tried, 
but  later  dismissed  without  record.  After  that  it  took  three  ad- 
ministrations and  six  or  seven  years  to  complete  the  work,  the  greater 
part  of  which  had  been  accomplished  by  Judge  Black  in  less  than  one 
year. 

Soon  after,  under  his  initiative,  the  city  established  its  first  elec- 
tric light  plant. 
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The  Spanish- American  War  took  place  during  the  administra- 
tion of  Mayor  Black,  and  the  Federal  Government,  confronting  a task 
for  which  it  had  made  no  adequate  preparation,  found  itself  unable 
to  properly  care  for  the  thousands  of  soldiers  who  lay  sick  and  dying 
in  Southern  hospitals.  At  this  juncture  Judge  Black  organized  a 
relief  train  which  was  sent  south  and  which  brought  hundreds  of  these 
unfortunate  soldiers  to  the  North  where  they  could  be  cared  for 
either  in  their  own  homes  or  in  hospitals. 

During  his  administration,  President  McKinley  with  a distin- 
guished party  visited  the  city  and  it  fell  to  Judge  Black’s  lot  to  de- 
liver the  address  of  welcome  in  the  old  Columbus  Auditorium.  This 
address,  although  very  brief,  attracted  a great  deal  of  attention  at 
the  time  and  so  pleased  President  McKinley  that  at  a reception  of 
Ohio  people  in  the  White  House  some  months  after,  he  spoke  of  the 
occasion  and  asked  them  to  tell  Judge  Black  how  pleased  he  and 
his  friends  were  with  the  address  of  welcome  which  had  been  de- 
livered on  that  occasion. 

In  1900,  after  a long  and  bitter  campaign  for  the  nomination 
and  election  Mr.  Black  became  Probate  Judge  and  he  is  now  serving 
his  fourth  term  in  that  office,  having  been  elected  the  second,  third 
and  fourth  times  by  overwhelming  majorities.  Of  his  work  as  Pro- 
bate Judge  it  is  superfluous  to  speak.  For  years  before  he  took 
the  office  it  had  been  conducted  in  an  indifferent  manner  and  with 
no  organization.  Under  his  administration  its  organization  has  been 
perfected  until  no  private  business  in  the  city  of  Columbus  is  con- 
ducted on  better  business  lines.  The  bar  of  Columbus  is  unani- 
mous in  according  him  the  credit  for  a proficient  administration  of 
the  Probate  Court. 

The  most  notable  achievement  of  his  career,  however,  has  been 
the  part  which  hfe  has  taken  in  securing  legislation  and  administering 
what  is  known  as  the  “Juvenile  Court  Law.’’  Next  to  Judge  Lind- 
sey of  Colorado  he  is  perhaps  the  most  prominent  man  in  this  work 
in  the  United  States.  His  knowledge  of  child  nature,  his  keen  ap- 
preciation of  the  possibilities  of  child  nature,  his  quick  and  evident 
sympathy  for  .children  and  his  ability  to  bring  to  the  surface  the  good 
that  is  in  child  nature  have  made  him  eminently  successful  in  adminis- 
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tering  this  law.  As  the  result  of  his  kindly  but  firm  administration 
of  this  law,  husbands  have  been  forced  to  support  and  care  for  their 
families  and  thousands  of  children  have  been  reclaimed  and  steadied 
in  their  lives. 

Judge  Black  has  been  particularly  happy  in  his  domestic  re- 
lations. His  wife  was  Miss  Carrie  Nelson,  a daughter  of  Mr.  James 
Nelson  of  this  city,  and  they  have  three  children,  two  sons  and  a 
daughter.  Mrs.  Black  has  been  at  all  times  in  the  forefront  of  every 
religious  and  charitable  work  of  the  city. 

Judge  Black’s  strongest  trait  is  his  ability  to  make  friends  and 
attach  people  to  him;  he  has  probably  the  largest  personal  following 
of  any  man  in  public  life  in  Franklin  County.  His  mind  is  alert 
and  goes  directly  to  the  point  at  issue.  He  is  still  in  the  prime  of  his 
life  and  has  before  him  many  years  of  useful  citizenship. 

JOSEPH  Henry  Biddle  was  born  in  Champaign  County,  Ohio, 
May  11,  1862,  and  was  educated  in  the  common  and  high  schools 
of  St.  Paris,  Ohio.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  began  his  business 
career  in  his  father’s  grocery  store  and  later  on  purchased  the  business 
himself. 

Mr.  Biddle  is  a Democrat  both  by  inclination  and  heritage  and 
is  one  of  the  most  consistent  and  untiring  workers  for  Party  success  in 
the  state.  He  is  widely  known  for  his  ability  as  an  organizer  and 
his  splendid  work  on  committees  during  campaigns  and  yet  he  has 
never  aspired  to  office  nor  accepted  any  political  appointment.  He 
has  been  chairman  of  the  County  Central  Committee  several  times 
and  has  served  as  a member  of  the  Central  and  Executive  Committees 
for  a great  number  of  years.  He  also  served  as  Clerk  of  Johnson 
Township,  Champaign  County  from  1888  to  1898  and  was  a most 
competent  official.  Also  he  has  been  Deputy  State  Supervisor  of 
Elections  in  Champaign  County  since  1891. 

Mr.  Biddle’s  father,  John  Biddle,  was  born  in  Union  County  in 
1834  and  settled  in  St.  Paris  in  1858  where  he  was  engaged  in  the 
grocery  business.  He  was  of  German  parentage  and  was  one  of 
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the  old  line  Democrats  of  Champaign  County.  For  years  he 
was  a conspicuous  figure  at  conventions  and  was  always  a staunch 
campaign  worker.  In  1855  he  married  Frances  Verena  Bater,  who 
was  born  in  Bazil,  Switzerland,  and  came  to  America  with  her  parents 
at  the  age  of  ten  years.  She  died  in  1876,  leaving  four  children, 
Joseph  H.  the  subject  of  our  sketch,  Mrs.  Arthur  W.  Long  of 
Fostoria,  Ohio,  W.  A.  Biddle  of  Springfield,  Ohio,  and  O.  J.  Bid- 
dle who  died  in  1 899. 

HENRY  J.  Brooks  was  born  on  a farm  in  Licking  County, 
Ohio,  May  7,  1854.  He  passed  through  the  common  schools,  then 
entered  the  high  school  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  began  to  teach.  This 
was  in  Union  County  and  for  twenty  years  he  followed  the  oc- 
cupation of  teacher  during  the  winters  and  worked  on  the  farm  during 
the  summers.  In  1890  he  was  elected  Superintendent  of  Schools  for 
Claibourne  Township,  Union  County.  Mr.  Brooks  has  always  been 
a student,  not  only  of  literary  and  scientific  subjects,  but  of  politics 
and  government.  He  has  done  considerable  writing  for  newspapers 
and  periodicals,  especially  on  political  issues,  and  is  a Democrat  from 
principle.  He  has  frequently  been  identified  with  committee  work 
at  county  and  state  conventions  and  is  recognized  as  a man  of  superior 
executive  and  business  ability.  He  was  a candidate  for  Representa- 
tive in  the  anti-Hanna  fusion  campaign  and  although  he  failed  of 
election  he  reduced  the  Republican  majority  of  1600  in  Union  County 
by  nearly  1,000  votes.  In  1910  he  was  elected  County  Treasurer 
by  a plurality  of  632  and  is  now  filling  that  office. 

In  1877  Henry  J.  Brooks  married  Hattie,  daughter  of  John 
and  Lucy  Chisler.  They  have  two  sons,  both  of  whom  are  physi- 
cians, namely.  Dr.  C.  E.  Brooks  of  Marysville  and  Dr.  J.  P.  Brooks 
of  Richwood.  Mr.  Brook’s  father,  Joseph  Perkins  Brooks,  is  still 
living  at  the  age  of  eighty-five.  He  was  a member  of  the  76th  Ohio 
Regiment  during  the  Civil  War  and  fought  in  forty-five  different 
battles  under  General  Sherman.  His  father  was  John  Brooks,  who 
was  the  first  mayor  and  first  wholesale  merchant  of  Columbus.  Henry 
J.  Brooks  is  President  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Richwood,  to 
which  position  he  was  elected  in  1908. 
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Honorable  Charles  W.  Baker  is  not  only  one  of  the  best 
known  Democrats  in  Ohio  but  is  one  of  the  state’s  most  widely  known 
attorneys.  He  is  a native  of  this  state  and  was  born  in  the  city  of  Cin- 
cinnati where  he  still  resides.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  just  as  he 
came  of  age  and  in  that  same  year  went  into  the  office  of  the  Prose- 
cuting Attorney  of  Hamilton  County,  Ohio.  He  was  Prosecuting  At- 
torney of  Hamilton  County  for  nearly  four  years,  two  terms,  when  he 
resigned,  having  been  elected  Solicitor  for  Hamilton  County,  which 
office  he  filled  for  one  term.  His  opponent  for  this  last  office  was  Sen- 
ator Foraker,  whom  Mr.  Baker  had  the  distinction  of  defeating.  Mr, 
Baker  then  resumed  his  private  practice  in  which  he  has  attained  great 
distinction  and  has  tried  many  important  cases  during  his  long  career. 
In  his  legal  practice  he  is  what  the  English  call  a barrister  for  he  is 
constantly  engaged  in  the  trial  of  law  suits,  traveling  from  one  court 
room  to  another  and  appearing  as  an  advocate.  His  clientage  is 
very  large  and  he  is  a busy  practitioner,  appearing  in  all  the  courts  of 
his  own  county,  both  state  and  federal,  and  also  pleading  in  ad- 
joining states  of  Kentucky,  West  Virginia  and  Indiana. 

Mr.  Baker  has  a highly  honorable  as  well  as  successful  record, 
and  his  name  adds  to  the  dignity  of  the  Democratic  Party  of  Ohio, 
with  which  he  has  always  been  affiliated.  He  is  one  of  the  most  popu- 
lar members  of  the  Democracy  and  one  of  the  ablest  men  in  the  state. 
His  loyalty  to  the  party  is  a fine  illustration  of  his  personal  integrity, 
for  although  he  has  been  named  for  very  high  positions  which  have 
not  come  to  him,  he  has  never  wavered  in  his  fealty  to  the  Democratic 
Party;  in  fact  he  never  made  any  very  strenuous  effort  to  attain  public 
office.  He  has  been  a constant  attendant  at  Democratic  conventions 
not  only  in  Hamilton  County  but  in  the  state  and  national  conclaves. 
He  was  a delegate  to  the  National  Convention  of  1880  at  Cincinnati 
that  nominated  General  Hancock  for  President  and  was  delegate- 
at-large  to  the  Democratic  National  Convention  at  St.  Louis  in  1888 
when  Cleveland  and  Thurman  were  nominated  for  President  and 
Vice-President  respectively.  He  was  also  a delegate  to  the  National 
Convention  at  Kansas  City  in  1900,  when  William  Jennings  Bryan 
received  his  second  Presidential  nomination.  He  came  near  to  being 
nominated  for  Governor  in  1893,  to  run  against  William  McKinley, 
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but  made  no  effort  to  secure  the  nomination ; indeed  he  did  not  announce 
himself  as  a candidate  nor  was  he  put  up  in  nomination  at  the  con- 
vention and  protested  that  he  was  not  a candidate,  yet  he  came  within 
a few  votes  of  being  nominated;  Lawrence  T.  Neal  being  the  suc- 
cessful candidate  in  the  convention. 

In  1901  Mr.  Baker  was  a candidate  for  United  States  Senator 
against  Senator  Foraker.  That  was  the  year  in  which  President  Mc- 
Kinley was  assassinated  and  from  the  Democratic  point  of  view  Mr. 
Baker’s  contest  was  hopeless  from  the  start;  nevertheless  the  result 
showed  that  very  few  changes  in  votes  would  have  overcome  the 
slender  adverse  majorities  and  would  have  given  the  Democrats  the 
victory  on  a joint  ballot  in  the  Legislature  at  that  time.  Mr.  Baker 
received  the  Democratic  caucus  vote.  In  recent  years  Mr.  Baker’s 
legal  practice  has  made  such  heavy  demands  upon  his  time  that  he 
has  not  been  able  to  take  so  active  a part  as  formerly  in  politics,  but 
his  prestige  in  the  state  has  not  waned,  his  eminent  ability  and  his  ster- 
ling fidelity  to  party  having  made  him  hosts  of  friends  who  will  ever 
remain  such. 

Adam  Bridge  was  born  in  Hamilton,  Ohio,  in  1 846.  He  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools  and  served  in  the  Union  Army  in  the 
Civil  War.  After  the  war  he  took  up  the  paper  business  with  which 
he  has  always  been  connected  and  in  which  he  is  at  present  engaged. 

Mr.  Bridge  has  long  been  an  active  Democrat  and  has  been  a 
member  of  the  state  conventions  for  the  last  twenty-five  years.  He 
has  also  been  active  in  local  politics  and  has  been  a member  of  both  the 
county  and  state  executive  committees.  In  1899  he  was  a candidate 
for  Representative  to  the  Ohio  State  Legislature  and  in  1 900  was  the 
Democratic  candidate  for  Congress.  He  is  a member  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic  and  was  chairman  of  the  Soldiers’  Relief  Com- 
mittee for  a period  of  four  years,  from  1 886  to  1 890.  In  1 866  Adam 
Bridge  married  Wealthy  L.  Howes.  His  parents  were  Matthew  and 
Anna  Marie  Bridge.  Mr.  Bridge  is  widely  known  to  the  Democrats 
all  over  the  state  and  is  a highly  respected  and  successful  business  man. 
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Judge  Fred  A.  Barber  was  born  in  New  York  state,  Febru- 
ary 1 1,  1865.  When  he  was  five  years  of  age  his  parents  moved  to 
Ohio  and  located  in  Fulton  County  near  Fayette.  There  Fred  A. 
Barber  attended  the  district  school  until  twelve  years  of  age,  after 
which,  for  four  years,  he  was  a student  in  the  Morenci  High  School, 
when  he  entered  the  Fayette  Normal  University  where  he  took  three 
courses:  the  teachers’,  the  scientific  and  the  business.  At  the  age 

of  twenty  he  took  an  additional  year  in  the  teachers’  course  at 
Adrian,  Mich.  He  then  taught  school  for  six  years,  after  which  he 
embarked  in  the  hardware  business  in  Fayette  and  Delta,  in  which 
he  continued  for  twelve  years. 

Ever  since  he  became  of  age  Judge  Barber  has  taken  an  active 
interest  in  promoting  the  success  of  the  Democratic  Party  in  Fulton 
County,  but  he  is  not  partisan  and  his  fair  mindedness  on  all  public 
subjects  adds  strength  and  attracts  support  to  his  party.  He  has 
served  on  both  the  central  and  executive  branches  of  the  county  com- 
mittee. He  is  an  able  organizer  and  has  given  many  nights  as  well 
as  days  of  devotion  to  his  party,  taking  the  stump  in  campaigns  and 
conferring  with  his  associates.  He  has  been  a delegate  to  many 
state,  congressional  and  judicial  conventions  and  for  years  has  been 
continuously  a delegate  to  the  senatorial  conventions.  He  was  clerk 
of  Gorham  Township  for  three  terms,  beginning  in  1897  and  serving 
until  he  moved  out  of  that  township  in  1 904.  In  1 905  he  was  elected 
Probate  Judge,  taking  office  in  1906.  He  was  reelected  in  1908 
by  a majority  of  502,  although  Taft  carried  the  county  by  1,477. 
Judge  Barber  drew  to  himself  nearly  two  thousand  votes  more  than 
William  Jennings  Bryan  in  Fulton  County.  He  is  the  only  Demo- 
cratic county  official  in  Fulton  County. 

In  1890  Judge  Barber  married  Carrie  E.,  daughter  of  Gorham 
Cottrell,  one  of  the  pioneer  farmers  of  Fulton  County.  They  have 
two  children,  Harold  G.,  a student  at  Ohio  State  University,  and 
Miss  Gertrude  L.  Barber,  a student  in  the  Wauseon  Public  Schools. 
Judge  Barber’s  father  was  Corydon  T.  Barber.  He  was  born  in 
New  York  state  in  1827  and  moved  to  Ohio  in  1870.  He  volun- 
teered to  enter  the  Union  Army  in  the  Civil  War  but  was  rejected 
because  of  his  teaching  school.  He  was  a highly  educated  man  and 
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lived  to  be  seventy-eight  years  of  age.  He  taught  in  the  Morenci 
and  Fayette  high  schools  and  served  in  the  capacity  of  school  teacher 
more  than  sixty  terms  and  was  School  Examiner  in  Michigan  before 
coming  to  Ohio.  He  was  a strong  Democrat  and  a fine  public 
speaker  and  did  a great  deal  of  stump  speaking  both  in  Michigan  and 
Ohio  for  his  party.  He  married  Louisa  Dye.  They  were  both 
born  in  1827,  and  both  died  within  the  same  year. 

CARL  BabST,  son  of  Judge  Daniel  and  Alice  (Martin)  Babst, 
was  born  at  Crestline,  Ohio,  February  19th,  1875.  In  1891  he 
entered  Oberlin  College  and  from  1893  to  1896  took  the  scientific 
and  civil  engineering  course  at  Kenyon  College,  graduating  in  the 
latter  year.  In  1897  he  became  Chief  Engineer  of  Construction 
for  the  Mansfield,  Crestline  & Galion  Street  Railway  Co.  In  con- 
junction with  his  engineering  work  he  studied  law  under  his  father. 
Judge  Daniel  Babst,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1901.  For 
some  time  after  his  admission  he  continued  to  take  engineering,  ac- 
cepting some  practice  in  commercial  law  at  the  same  time.  In  1900 
he  was. appointed  City  Engineer  for  Crestline  and  filled  that  position 
for  eight  years,  but  in  the  meantime  engaged  in  the  general  practice 
of  law. 

Mr.  Babst  is  one  of  the  active  Democrats  of  Crawford  County 
and  for  ten  years  has  regularly  been  a delegate  to  the  congressional 
conventions  in  his  district.  He  has  also  taken  a personal  interest 
in  the  judicial  and  senatorial  conventions.  In  1909  he  was  candi- 
date for  County  Surveyor  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  but  lost  by  a 
small  margin  on  account  of  the  three-cornered  contest  for  the  office. 
Mr.  Babst  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  of  the  B.  P.  O. 
E.  and  of  the  Eagles.  His  college  fraternity  is  the  Theta  Delta 

Chi. 

On  September  4th,  1902,  Carl  Babst  married  Effie  A., 
daughter  of  Albert  and  Magdelene  (McCutcheon)  Haworth.  Mr. 
Haworth  has  been  Postmaster  at  Crestline  for  sixteen  years.  Mrs. 
Babst  is  one  of  two  children,  the  other  being  William  Haworth,  of 
the  firm  of  Allen  & Haworth,  manufacturers  of  Cleveland,  Ohio. 
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Fred  Morgan  Bovie  was  born  in  Greene  Township,  Gallia 
County,  October  23rd,  1847.  What  early  education  he  got  was 
received  in  the  public  schools  and  the  Gallia  Academy,  but  at  the 
age  of  eleven  he  went  to  work  on  a farm,  dropping  corn  at  twenty- 
five  cents  a day,  and  walking  four  miles  each  way  to  and  from  his  work. 
When  twelve  years  old  he  was  splitting  wood  at  a saw  mill  for 
twenty-five  cents  a cord,  and  at  thirteen  he  took  a position  as  clerk 
in  the  clothing  store  of  A.  P.  Fenner.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  he 
made  a trip  on  a steamboat  to  Wheeling  and  back,  working  as 
pantry  man.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  went  to  Ceredo,  Virginia,  to 
join  the  49th  Ohio  Regiment,  commanded  by  Col.  John  Vance, 
but  was  too  young  to  be  accepted  as  a recruit.  He  went  with  the 
band,  however,  to  Charleston,  playing  the  cymbals  until  the  retreat 
of  Lightman,  when  the  regiment  moved  to  Point  Pleasant,  Va., 
where  the  band  was  disbanded.  He  then  returned  heme  and  entered 
the  government  service  on  the  transport  Gen.  Meigs  Victor  No.  2, 
which  participated  in  the  second  battle  at  Fort  Donolson.  After  that 
trip  he  returned  home,  entered  the  Quartermaster’s  department  and 
had  charge  of  utensils  and  utilities  until  1864.  He  then  went  to 
Indianapolis  with  Captain  L.  C.  Forsythe  to  close  up  business  there 
and  remained  with  Captain  Forsythe  until  the  close  of  war.  In 
1866  he  returned  to  Ohio  and  went  into  the  steamboat  business 
which  he  followed  for  three  years,  when  he  quit  the  river  and  took 
charge  of  a boat  store,  dealing  in  supplies  for  steamers.  During  his 
steamboating  career  Mr.  Bovie  was  one  of  the  delegation  to  hear 
“Rise  Up”  William  Allen.  It  was  a notable  occasion,  steamboats 
coming  for  miles  up  and  down  the  Ohio,  loaded  with  passengers  to 
hear  the  great  Democrat.  Mr.  Bovie  next  embarked  in  the  retail 
grocery  business  with  great  success  and  formed  the  firm  of  Bovie, 
Petrat  & Co.  In  1885  he  sold  out  of  that  business  and  became  a 
partner  in  Henking,  Bovie  and  Co.  In  1889  they  opened  a branch 
office  in  Kansas  City,  known  as  the  Bovie-Heddens  Grocery  Co. 
In  1894  Mr.  Petrat  died  and  Fred  Henking  was  taken  very  ill,  and 
in  1895  Mr.  Bovie  came  back  to  Gallipolis,  at  which  time  the  Henk- 
ing-Bovie  Co.  was  incorporated.  Mr.  Bovie  cast  his  first  Presiden- 
tial vote  in  1868  for  Horatio  Seymour  against  General  Grant  and  has 
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been  a staunch  Democrat  ever  since.  His  father,  Fred  Bovie,  was 
one  of  the  two  men  in  Gallia  County  who  voted  for  Vallandigham 
for  Governor  when  they  did  so  at  the  risk  of  their  lives.  Fred  Bovie 
was  born  near  Troy,  New  York,  in  1812,  and  drove  from  there  to 
Ashtabula,  Ohio,  in  a wagon.  He  married  Mercy  M.  Clark  of 
Connecticut.  She  was  a niece  of  Ebia  Clark,  one  of  the  signers  of 
the  Declaration  of  Independence. 

Fred  Morgan  Bovie  married  Lucy  Alexander,  November  23rd, 
1871.  Their  children  are:  Verne  Morgan,  George,  Hartley,  Eliz- 
abeth and  Manila.  Mr.  Bovie  is  a Master  Mason  and  a member  of 
Elks  Lodge  No.  107.  He  has  done  a great  deal  of  work  for  the 
Democratic  Party  and  is  a man  of  recognized  ability.  On  this  ac- 
count he  was  forced  into  the  council  and  has  been  a member  of  the 
council  and  of  the  Board  of  Education  for  many  years.  He  was 
one  of  the  Sinking  Fund  Trustees  and  also  tax  commissioner.  He 
has  attended  the  state  and  county  conventions  numerous  times  and  is 
well  known  to  Democrats  all  over  the  state.  Mr.  Bovie  is  a third 
cousin  to  James  E.  Campbell,  who  was  Governor  of  Ohio  from  1890 
to  1892. 


FRANK  H.  Southard  was  born  in  Licking  County,  Ohio,  in 
1839,  and  is  a descendant  of  one  of  the  old  American  families,  his 
father  coming  from  the  same  New  Jersey  stock  as  the  notable  senators 
of  last  century,  Henry  and  Samuel  L.  Southard. 

Frank  H.  Southard  received  his  literary  education  at  Denison 
University,  Granville,  Ohio,  and  at  Ohio  Wesleyan  University  at  Del- 
aware. He  graduated  from  the  latter  institution  in  1 864  and  then  took 
a course  in  the  law  department  of  Michigan  University  and  was  admit- 
ted to  the  bar  in  1865. 

Mr.  Southard  has  been  prominently  identified  with  the  Democratic 
Party  of  Zanesville  and  Muskingum  County  for  forty  years  and  has 
scarcely  missed  a state  convention  during  all  that  time,  which  indicates 
the  interest  he  takes  in  his  Party’s  success.  He  has  never  desired  to 
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hold  any  political  office  himself.  On  the  contrary,  he  has  declined  not 
a few  proffers  of  political  honors.  He  was  appointed  Judge  of  the 
Common  Pleas  Court  by  Governor  Harmon,  but  declined;  he  also 
was  nominated  for  Congress  from  his  district  but  declined.  He  has, 
however,  given  his  time  and  best  efforts  to  the  Party  in  the  interest  of 
other  candidates.  He  was  a delegate  to  the  Democratic  National  Con- 
vention in  1 884,  when  Grover  Cleveland  was  first  nominated  for  Presi- 
dent, and  voted  for  Cleveland  in  that  convention.  He  was  appointed 
Trustee  of  the  State  Hospital  for  Insane  at  Columbus,  by  Governor 
McKinley,  and  that  position  he  accepted  and  filled  for  nearly  twenty 
years. 

Mr.  Southard’s  father  was  Isaiah  Southard,  who  was  born  in  New 
Jersey  in  1801.  His  mother  was  Elizabeth  (Parnell)  Southard,  who 
was  born  in  Baltimore,  Maryland,  in  1806.  Frank  H.  Southard  mar- 
ried Laura  Loughry  in  1872.  They  have  one  son.  Dr.  Carlisle  M. 
Southard,  a well  known  physician  of  Zanesville. 

Frank  H.  Southard  enjoys  a state-wide  reputation  as  a lawyer 
of  superior  ability,  and  his  record  as  a man  has  also  made  his  name 
highly  respected  all  over  the  State  of  Ohio. 


Hon.  GEORGE  W.  Bowers. — Making  no  pretentions  to  states- 
manship, the  common  sense,  the  intelligence  and  the  honesty  of  Hon. 
George  W.  Bowers,  Democratic  Representative  from  Pickaway 
County,  have  made  him  the  peer  of  the  wisest  in  the  General  Assembly 
of  Ohio.  He  served  two  terms  in  the  House  with  credit  to  himself 
and  with  benefit  to  his  immediate  constituents  and  to  the  state  of 
Ohio.  Mr.  Bowers,  now  a farmer,  taught  school  for  eight  years, 
1891-99.  During  the  latter  year  he  was  principal  of  schools  at 
East  Ringgold.  Preparatory  to  teaching  he  attended  and  graduated 
from  the  Lebanon  Normal  University.  As  a teacher  he  was  most 
successful  and  it  was  not  without  some  protest  from  those  who  ad- 
mired and  loved  him  as  an  instructor  that  he  retired  to  care  for  his 
farming  interests.  The  confidence  of  the  people  of  his  own  com- 
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munity  was  shown  by  the  fact  that  their  suffrages  kept  him  in  the 
office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  six  years,  1 899-1905.  Another  testi- 
monial to  his  worth  and  public  spirit  as  a citizen  is  that  he  has  been 
repeatedly  chosen  a member  of  the  Board  of  Education,  serving  all 
told,  a period  of  nineteen  years.  For  two  terms  he  served  as  Pres- 
ident of  that  body.  He  was  elected  to  the  Legislature  in  1905 
and  reelected  in  1908. 

As  a legislator  Mr.  Bowers  was  a painstaking  student  of  all 
questions  that  presented  themselves  for  solution.  In  the  consideration 
of  various  measures  he  was  noted  for  his  keen  insight  into  the  questions 
involved  and  has  made  a record  for  a clearness  and  soundness  of 
judgment  that  has  caused  general  and  commendatory  remark.  Mr. 
Bower’s  wife  was  Miss  Clara  Brown.  They  have  two  bright  and 
happy  children  to  bless  an  ideal  home.  Mr.  Bowers  is  but  thirty- 
nine  years  of  age,  having  been  born  in  Fairfield  County,  August  21, 

1871. 

A.  C.  BUCHANAN  was  born  on  his  grandfather’s  farm  in  New- 
berry Township,  Miami  County,  Ohio,  October  9,  1850,  and  was 
educated  in  the  Piqua  High  School  and  the  Normal  College  at  Le- 
banon. He  taught  school  in  Troy  and  studied  law  while  teaching. 
He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1877  and  since  that  year  has  been 
actively  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  which  he  has  been 
remarkably  successful. 

Mr.  Buchanan  is  one  of  the  steadfast  Democrats  of  Miami 
County.  He  is  always  loyal  to  its  candidates  and  although  not  an 
office  seeker,  works  as  ardently  at  every  election  for  the  party  ticket 
as  if  his  name  were  on  it.  In  1 890  he  managed  the  campaign  of  Con- 
gressman Gantz  when  much  influence  was  being  used  against  that  can- 
didate and  his  election  seemed  doubtful.  In  1899  he  was  nomi- 
nated for  Prosecuting  Attorney  of  Miami  County  without  his  knowl- 
edge or  consent.  He  declined  the  nomination  but  was  overruled  by 
the  convention  and  at  the  election  received  a flattering  vote  in  the  Re- 
publican county  of  Miami.. 

Mr.  Buchanan  has  helped  to  make  history  in  the  city  of  Piqua. 
He  organized  the  Piqua  Memorial  Association,  drafted  its  constitu- 
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tion  and  by-laws  and  was  its  first  President.  This  association  was 
formed  to  perpetuate  Memorial  Day,  so  that  when  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic  shall  have  become  a thing  of  the  past,  its  memory  will 
still  be  cherished  by  Americans.  He  also  organized  the  Andrew  Dye 
Association,  to  which  only  descendants  of  Andrew  Dye  are  eligible 
for  membership,  and  he  is  contemplating  the  formation  of  a society  of 
the  descendants  of  the  American  Soldiers  and  Sailors  of  the  War 
of  1812. 

W.  W.  V.  Buchanan,  father  of  A.  C.  Buchanan,  was  born  in 
Montgomery  County,  Ohio,  September  15,  1826.  He  was  one  of  the 
first  students  to  attend  Lebanon  Normal  School,  which  was  estab- 
lished in  1856.  He  came  to  Piqua  in  1849  and  taught  school  for 
some  time.  In  1872  he  embarked  in  the  insurance  business  and  be- 
came a prominent  factor  in  the  business  and  public  life  of  Piqua.  He 
was  elected  Mayor  of  Piqua  in  1875  and  was  also  a magistrate  for 
some  time.  In  1849  he  married  Phoebe  Dye,  a descendant  of  An- 
drew Dye.  A.  C.  Buchanan  married  Anna  Belle  Shoemaker  in 
1874.  He  is  the  oldest  living  great  grandson  of  Col.  George  Buch- 
anan, who  built  the  fort  at  Covington,  Ohio,  in  1812. 


George  Frederick  Bovie  was  born  in  Gallia  County,  Ohio, 
December  21st,  1872,  and  after  passing  through  the  common  schools 
entered  St.  John’s  Military  Academy,  Salina,  Kansas,  where  he  re- 
mained until  twenty  years  of  age.  He  then  went  to  Kansas  City  and 
took  a position  as  bookkeeper  and  city  buyer  with  the  Bovie-Heddens 
Grocery  Company.  He  also  worked  for  the  Swift  Packing  Com- 
pany as  billing  clerk  for  a time.  In  1895  he  returned  to  Ohio  and 
took  a position  as  bookkeeper  and  cashier  with  Harry  Frank  at 
Gallipolis. 

After  his  return  from  the  West  Mr.  Bovie  took  an  active  part 
in  Democratic  politics.  He  was  Clerk  of  the  city  council  and  of  the 
Water  Works  Board  for  some  time,  and  served  under  both  Demo- 
cratic and  Republican  boards.  In  1903  he  went  to  New  York 
where  for  two  years  he  was  cashier  of  the  Boynton  Furnace  Com- 
pany. He  then  returned  to  Gallipolis  to  become  secretary  and  treas- 
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urer  of  the  Treasure  Stove  Company,  with  which  he  is  still  connected. 
In  1906  Mr.  Bovie  was  elected  a member  of  the  Public  Service 
Board  and  when  the  members  convened  he  was  elected  President  of 
the  Board  and  Chairman  of  the  Water  Works  Board.  During  his 
administration  there  was  considerable  trouble  in  the  Water  Works 
Board  and  he  had  a great  deal  of  important  work  to  do  in  connection 
with  his  services.  Recently  Mr.  Bovie’s  friends  desired  to  have  him 
a member  of  the  Board  of  Education  and  nominated  him  for  that 
position  and  he  Was  defeated  by  only  twenty-five  votes.  Also  he 
was  elected  township  clerk  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of 
James  Johnson. 

George  Frederick  Bovie  married  Nelle  Gatewood,  of  Gallipolis, 
who  died  August  25th,  1907,  leaving  one  daughter.  His  parents 
were  Fred  Morgan  and  Lucy  V.  Bovie. 

In  1902  Mr.  Bovie  was  commissioned  Captain  of  Company  C, 
7th  Ohio  Infantry,  by  Governor  George  K.  Nash  and  Adjutant- 
General  George  R.  Gyer.  He  is  a member  of  the  Blue  Lodge, 
Chapter  and  Council  in  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  and  is  Past  Exalted 
Ruler  of  Gallipolis  Lodge  No.  107,  B.  P.  O.  E.  He  is  also  a mem- 
ber of  St.  Peter’s  Episcopal  Church  and  is  a member  of  the  board 
of  vestrymen. 

JOHN  W.  Bennett  was  born  in  Baltimore  County,  Mary- 
land and  attended  the  grammar  school  there  until  ten  years  of  age 
when  he  came  to  Athens  County,  Ohio,  and  was  a student  in  the 
Athens  schools  for  about  nine  years.  He  was  engaged  in  farming 
and  the  trade  of  house  carpenter  for  some  time,  after  which  he  went 
into  the  coal  business  and  owned  and  operated  a mine  in  Hocking 
County. 

Mr.  Bennett  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  public  affairs  for 
many  years  and  has  been  an  unswerving  Democrat  all  his  life.  He 
was  elected  School  Director  in  Athens  County  about  forty  years  ago 
and  also  served  two  terms  as  Township  Trustee.  He  was  a strong 
Thurman  man  during  the  days  of  the  old  Roman  and  was  a member 
of  the  delegation  that  brought  him  to  the  memorable  convention  held 
in  Nelsonville.  Mr.  Bennett  was  a delegate  to  the  State  Conven- 
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tion  when  Lawrence  T.  Neil  was  nominated  for  Governor  against 
William  McKinley  in  1893.  In  November,  1908,  Mr.  Bennett  was 
elected  County  Commissioner  and  at  the  expiration  of  his  first  term 
was  reelected  in  1910.  He  has  the  honor  of  being  the  first  Demo- 
cratic County  official  elected  in  Athens  County  in  more  than  thirty 
years. 

Mr.  Bennett’s  father  was  James  O.  Bennett  of  Baltimore,  Mary- 
land, who  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-four  in  1865.  His  mother  was 
Priscilla  Bennett,  who  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-four  in  1886.  John 
W.  Bennett  was  married  April  20th,  1870,  to  Mary  L.  Thornton, 
of  Athens  County,  Ohio.  Their  children  are:  L.  L.  Bennett,  a 
farmer  in  Athens  County;  Frank  E.  Bennett,  who  is  boss  at  the 
brick  factory;  Charles  W.  Bennett,  who  was  a teacher  for  over  thir- 
teen years  in  Athens  County;  John  M.,  who  taught  school  for  a few 
years  and  who  took  a two  years’  course  in  the  Ohio  University;  James 
V.,  who  owns  one  of  the  finest  dairy  farms  in  Athens  County,  and 
Clarence  E.  Bennett,  who  took  the  regular  course  at  the  Ohio  Uni- 
versity and  then  took  a course  in  embalming  at  the  Barnes  School 
of  Anatomy  & Sanitary  Science  & Embalming,  graduating  in  1907. 
He  then  spent  a year  at  Glouster  and  two  years  with  Edward  E. 
Fisher  of  Columbus,  after  which  he  settled  in  Nelsonville  and  went 
into  business  for  himself.  He  is  a member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias 
Lodge  No.  169,  and  the  B.  P.  O.  E.  Lodge  No.  543.  Another 
son,  Walter  H.  Bennett,  is  a fireman  on  the  Hocking  Valley  Rail- 
road. 

Mr.  John  Bennett  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Church  and 
has  been  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday  School  for  twenty-two  years. 
Also  he  has  been  Steward  and  Trustee  of  the  society  for  over 
twenty-five  years.  He  is  elected  delegate  to  the  Annual  Conference 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Newark,  Ohio,  to  be  held 
in  September,  1911. 

Herman  A.  BlEBIGHAUSER  was  born  July  28th,  1871,  and 
attended  the  common  schools  until  fifteen  years  of  age  when  he 
began  to  work  in  a lounge  factory.  Later  he  became  a trimmer  in 
the  Jacob  Schupp  Carriage  Factory  and  in  1896  went  to  work 
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in  his  father’s  blacksmith  and  carriage  shop  where  he  has  since  re- 
mained. He  has  always  been  a faithful  Democrat,  consistently  sup- 
porting his  Party  candidates  and  doing  all  in  his  power  for  the  best 
interest  of  the  Party.  Mr.  Biebighauser’s  father  was  August  Bie- 
bighauser,  who  was  born  in  Germany,  December  11th,  1841.  He 
came  to  America  in  1861,  located  in  Upper  Sandusky,  Wyandot 
County,  and  engaged  in  cabinet  making.  In  1867  he  moved  to 
Galion.  In  1864  he  married  Louise  Veight,  daughter  of  John  Veight 
of  Upper  Sandusky,  and  a descendent  of  one  of  the  pioneer  families  of 
Wyandot  County.  He  was  a highly  respected  citizen  and  a staunch 
Democrat  who  never  aspired  to  public  office  yet  consented  to  serve  two 
terms  as  township  trustee. 

In  1893  Herman  A.  Biebighauser  married  Anna,  daughter  of 
Patrick  and  Catherine  Cusick,  of  Crawford  County,  one  of  the 
pioneer  and  most  highly  respected  families  in  that  part  of  the  state. 
Their  children  are:  Nellie,  born  July  2nd,  1894,  Eloise,  born 

August  7th,  1897,  and  Bernard,  born  December  24th,  1900,  all 
of  whom  are  being  well  educated.  Mr.  Biebighauser  is  a member 
of  the  Order  of  Eagles,  the  Maccabees  and  of  the  D.  K.  U.  V., 
a German  society.  He  is  a skilled  mechanic  and  a highly  reputable 
business  man. 

COLONEL  Byron  L.  Bargar  was  born  in  Coshocton  County, 
Ohio,  January  12,  1867.  His  father,  Gilbert  H.  Bargar  was  then 
a young  lawyer  and  was,  about  that  time,  elected  clerk  of  the  Com- 
mon Pleas  Court.  This  occasioned  the  removal  of  the  family  to 
Coshocton,  where  the  father  continued  to  practice  law  after  his  two 
teims  as  clerk  expired.  Colonel  Bargar  graduated  from  the  Co- 
shocton High  School  at  the  age  of  1 7 and,  being  one  of  seven  children, 
secured  a situation  in  Columbus  and  proceeded  to  finish  his  education 
by  his  own  efforts.  During  intervals  from  school  he  was  employed 
at  the  U.  S.  Agency  for  paying  pensions  until  1890,  finishing  his 
studies  at  the  Yale  Law  School  in  1892.  From  1893  to  1893  he 
was  attorney  for  the  construction  department  of  the  T.  & O.  C.  Rail- 
way. Since  then  he  has  engaged  in  the  general  practice  of  law. 
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Colonel  Bargar  has  found  time  to  travel,  in  Europe  and  the 
West  Indies,  but  more  especially  through  the  western  portions  of  our 
country,  having  frequently  made  trips,  for  recreation  and  hunting, 
into  a great  many  of  the  Rocky  Mountain  districts.  He  participated 
in  the  first  run  into  Oklahoma  in  1889  and  was  chosen  as  one  of  the 
city  officials  for  the  provisional  government  at  the  new  capital  of  that 
territory,  relinquishing  the  post  after  a few  months  in  order  to  resume 
his  law  studies. 

In  1896  Colonel  Bargar  was  married  to  Miss  Florence  Neil, 
granddaughter  of  the  William  Neil  who  organized  and  owned  the 
mail  coach  routes  of  Ohio  in  early  days.  They  have  four  children. 

Being  a man  of  unusual  mental  and  physical  activity.  Colonel 
Bargar  has  always  found  time  to  devote  to  matters  relative  to  our 
national  defense.  During  the  Spanish  War  he  recruited  a troop  of 
volunteer  cavalry  and  served  as  its  Captain  until  after  the  close  of 
hostilities.  As  a member  of  the  organized  militia  he  has  served  as 
First  Lieutenant  of  Artillery  and  as  Private,  Lieutenant,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  and  Colonel  of  Infantry.  His  service  as  a private  was  be- 
gun at  the  age  of  14  years.  He  is  a writer  of  acknowledged  merit 
and  the  author  of  “The  Law  of  Riot  Duty,”  a work  which  has  been 
recognized  as  standard  and  is  used  in  every  state  and  territory  in  the 
Union.  He  was  recently  appointed  member  of  the  Ohio  State 
Armory  Board  by  Governor  Harmon. 

Politically  he  is  a Democrat  by  heredity  and  education.  One 
of  his  earliest  occupations  was  in  the  offices  of  the  Democratic  State 
Executive  Committee  of  which  his  father  was  chairman  during  Cleve- 
land’s first  campaign.  He  is  president  of  the  East  Side  Democratic 
Club  and  a participant  in  all  political  work  which  he  believes  con- 
ducive to  the  welfare  of  the  country. 

In  January,  1912,  he  was  appointed  Director  of  Public  Service 
by  Mayor  Karb,  which  position  he  still  retains. 

Colonel  Bargar  is  a member  of  many  educational,  fraternal  and 
patriotic  societies,  including  The  Book  and  Gavel  Society  of  Yale, 
The  Ohio  State  Bar  Association,  nearly  all  the  Masonic  orders,  Sons 
of  the  American  Revolution,  the  Loyal  Legion,  U.  S.  Cavalry  As- 
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sociation  and  many  others.  He  is  an  out-of-door  man  whenever  op- 
portunity offers;  preferring  those  pursuits  which  afford  the  maximum 
amount  of  physical  exercise  as  the  best  means  of  relaxation  from  the 
sedentary  strain  of  legal  work. 

Hon.  Lewis  Henry  Battefeld  is  the  type  of  citizen  that 
has  made  Ohio  great.  He  is  the  kind  of  Democrat,  unwavering  and 
faithful,  that  has  ever  contributed  to  the  prestige  of  his  Party  in  this 
state.  In  every  respect  he  is  a self-made  man,  having  fairly  battled 
his  way  to  the  front  against  odds  that  would  have  daunted  a less 
courageous  heart. 

His  parents,  Ludwig  and  Christiana  (Biber)  Battefeld,  came 
to  the  United  States  from  Germany  in  1831  and  soon  after  their  ar- 
rival settled  in  Columbus,  Ohio.  Lewis  Henry  Battefeld  was  born 
September  13th,  1842,  and  his  parents  died  within  a few  weeks  of 
each  other  in  1849,  leaving  him  an  orphan  at  the  tender  age  of  seven 
years.  He  found  a home  with  his  grandfather,  Counrod  Biber,  who 
was  a prosperous  farmer.  The  orphan  boy  had  very  limited  op- 
portunities for  schooling,  however,  for  between  the  farm  and  the 
nearest  school  were  two  unbridged  streams  that  during  nearly  all  the 
short  winter  school  terms  rendered  fording  too  dangerous  for  a boy 
to  attempt.  He  attended  school  part  of  four  seasons,  twelve  months 
in  all,  and  then  only  when  a small  lad.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he 
was  apprenticed  to  a harness  maker  and  after  working  at  his  trade  for 
eleven  years  removed  to  Bucyrus,  Crawford  County,  where  his  in- 
* dustry,  integrity  and  sterling  worth  as  a citizen  were  soon  recognized 
and  he  grew  rapidly  in  the  estimation  of  his  fellowmen.  This  is 
evidenced  by  the  fact  that  as  a Democrat  he  has  been  successively 
elected  Constable,  township  trustee  for  two  terms,  town  marshal  for 
two  terms  and  county  commissioner  for  two  terms,  always  discharg- 
ing his  duties  in  a manner  reflecting  credit  upon  himself  and  upon  his 
city. 

Mr.  Battefeld  was  signally  honored  while  serving  as  County 
Commissioner  by  his  election  as  President  of  the  County  Commis- 
sioners’ Association  of  Ohio  for  two  consecutive  terms.  He  was 
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chairman  of  the  committee  that  brought  about  the  drafting  of  the 
Willis  Foreign  Corporation  Tax  Bill  which  requires  such  corpora- 
tions to  pay  to  the  state  their  share  of  taxes,  thus  lightening  the  bur- 
dens of  resident  taxpayers.  Mr.  Battefeld  as  chairman  of  the  com- 
mission made  a speech  to  Governor  Nash  explaining  the  act  with 
the  result  that  the  Governor  took  up  the  matter  and  had  a bill  drafted 
and  passed  in  the  Legislature. 

Mr.  Battefeld  was  elected  a member  of  the  Lower  House  of 
the  78th  General  Assembly  in  1908,  his  plurality  being  abreast  of 
those  received  by  Bryan  and  Harmon  in  Crawford  County,  which 
is  strongly  Democratic,  and  as  a legislator  he  sustained  his  justly 
earned  reputation  for  efficiency  and  devotion  to  duty. 

Mr.  Battefeld  is  an  enthusiastic  Democrat,  always  contributing 
to  the  success  of  his  Party  whether  a candidate  for  office  or  not.  He 
is  not  one  of  the  kind  that  assumes  the  role  of  public  official  only  to 
forget  further  allegiance  to  the  interest  of  the  Party  that  has  bestowed 
its  honors.  Mr.  Battefeld  has  frequently  served  in  committee  work 
in  Crawford  County,  never  shirking  a duty  and  never  losing  confi- 
dence in  the  complete  triumph  of  the  principles  of  Democracy.  In 
1900  he  was  honored  by  the  Democrats  of  the  13th  Congressional 
District  who  chose  him  as  delegate  to  the  National  Convention  at 
Kansas  City. 

Mr.  Battefeld’s  married  life  has  been  a happy  one.  On  July 
2nd,  1867,  he  wedded  Phillipia,  daughter  of  Frederick  and  Christina 
Krebs.  She  was  a native  of  Germany  but  came  to  Crawford  County 
with  her  parents  in  1832.  They  have  one  con,  Lewis  Pendleton 
Battefeld,  who  was  born  May  12th,  1868,  and  a daughter,  Cordelia, 
who  was  born  February  20th,  1878,  and  died  February  6th,  1886. 

E.  L.  BoDEY,  son  of  Christian  and  Naomi  E.  Bodey,  was 
born  in  Adams  Township,  Champaign  County,  Ohio,  January  28, 
1867.  He  attended  the  public  school  a few  years  but  his  early 
education  was  mainly  acquired  from  studying  at  night.  Being  obliged 
to  work  he  was  compelled  to  quit  school  at  an  early  age,  but  con- 
tinued to  study  and,  at  the  age  of  nineteen,  secured  a teacher’s  cer- 
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tificate  and  began  teaching  school.  For  fourteen  years  he  was  en- 
gaged in  that  profession.  While  teaching  he  began  the  study  of  law 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  June,  1900,  the  same  year  he  quit  the 
profession  of  teaching.  In  January,  1901,  he  began  the  practice 
of  law  at  Urbana,  Ohio  and  is  today  one  of  the  leading  lawyers  of 
Champaign  County. 

Mr.  Bodey  is  one  of  the  most  active  and  enthusiastic  Democrats 
of  Urbana  and  because  of  his  ability  and  honesty  has  the  fullest  con- 
fidence of  the  Democrats  of  his  county.  For  many  years  he  has  been 
a member  of  the  County  Central  and  Executive  Committees  and 
has  frequently  served  as  secretary  of  the  same.  He  is  a well-known 
figure  at  conventions,  especially  county,  judicial  and  state,  very  few 
of  which  he  has  missed  in  many  years.  He  has  served  as  Justice 
of  the  Peace  and  has  three  times  accepted  the  nomination  for  Repre- 
sentative. Although  Champaign  County  has  a normal  Republican 
majority  of  1200,  at  two  of  the  elections  he  came  very  close  to  win- 
ning out.  He  has  also  been  a candidate  for  Prosecuting  Attorney 
and  although  he  has  failed  of  election,  his  political  fights  have  done 
much  to  keep  alive  the  spirit  of  Democracy  in  his  county.  In  1907 
he  was  elected  Mayor  of  Urbana,  which  is  almost  two  to  one  Re- 
publican, and  was  an  admirable  official.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Masonic  Fraternity. 

On  February  14th,  1888,  he  was  married  to  Rachel  M., 
daughter  of  David  and  Elizabeth  Grove.  They  have  one  son,  Lowell 
C.  Bodey,  who  was  born  July  11,  1891,  and  is  now  a student  at 
Wittenberg  College  where  he  will  graduate  in  1913,  after  which  he 
will  enter  the  law  department  of  Ohio  State  University.  Mr.  Bo- 
dey *s  father,  Christian  Bodey,  was  born  July  8,  1844,  and  died  in 
1908.  He  was  descended  from  old  Colonial  stock  of  Revolution- 
ary days,  the  grandfather,  the  fourth  generation  back,  Frederick 
Bodey,  being  a native  of  Germany.  The  line  of  ancestors  were  all 
Democrats.  Christian  Bodey,  was  united  in  marriage  to  Naomi  E. 
McAlexander  who  died  in  1910,  and  who  was  of  Scotch-Irish  de- 
scent. To  this  union  were  born  four  children,  E.  L.,  Nellie  A., 
Perry  O.  A.,  and  Samuel  O.  Bodey. 
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Dr.  Walter  C.  Bennett,  a prominent  physician  of  Mt. 
Gilead,  was  bom  on  a farm  in  Morrow  County,  Ohio,  September 
16,  1863.  He  graduated  from  the  Cardington  High  School  at  the 
age  of  twenty  and  immediately  entered  Western  Reserve  Medical 
College,  from  which  he  graduated  at  the  age  of  twenty-three,  in 
1887.  He  began  the  practice  of  medicine  at  Iberia,  Morrow  County 
where  he  remained  for  two  years,  after  which  he  moved  to  Mt. 
Gilead,  where  he  has  since  been  actively  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
his  profession. 

Dr.  Bennett  has  always  been  a supporter  of  the  Democratic 
Party  and  its  principles  and  has  taken  an  active  part  in  political 
work  in  Morrow  County.  He  has  been  prominently  identified  with 
committee  work,  has  been  chairman  of  the  Central  Committee  and 
was  chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee  during  the  Pattison  cam- 
paign of  1905.  As  far  back  as  1878  he  was  nominated  for  Coroner 
and  has  frequently  been  honored  by  his  party  with  a place  on  the 
Democratic  ticket.  In  1890  he  was  appointed  by  Governor  Camp- 
bell a trustee  of  the  State  Institution  for  the  Blind,  and  Governor 
Harris  appointed  him  a member  of  the  Board  of  Pension  Examiners 
for  a term  of  seven  years.  Under  Governor  Harmon’s  adminis- 
tration he  was  appointed  State  Examiner  for  the  Tuberculosis  Sani- 
tarium at  Mt.  Vernon.  In  1896  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of 
Probate  Judge  and  was  reelected  in  1899.  He  has  been  dele- 
gate to  a number  of  state  conventions  and  attended  the  Democratic 
National  Convention  in  Kansas  City  in  1900  when  Bryan  received 
* His  second  nomination  for  President. 

In  1878  Dr.  W.  C.  Bennett  married  Belle,  daughter  of  Dr. 
William  Reed  of  Morrow  County.  Their  children  are  Mrs.  Carl 
Beebe,  Mrs.  George  Smiley,  Mrs.  C.  I.  Carlisle,  Samuel,  Edith 
B.t  Elizabeth,  William  R.  and  Marjorie  L.  Dr.  Bennett’s  parents 
were  Samuel  and  Elizabeth  (Bovey)  Bennett.  Samuel  Bennett 
was  born  in  Jefferson  County  in  1821.  While  he  was  still  an  infant 
his  parents  moved  to  Morrow  County.  He  was  a staunch,  oldtime 
Democrat  who  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-one,  in  1902. 
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Hon.  CALVIN  S.  Brice  was  one  of  the  most  spectacular  public 
men  of  his  day  in  Ohio.  Whenever  he  moved  about  the  state  or 
anywhere  else  he  usually  made  so  much  noise  that  the  whole  country 
heard  it.  Up  to  1896  no  Ohioan  of  his  day,  except  William  Mc- 
Kinley, was  so  well  known  or  so  much  talked  of  outside  of  Ohio. 

Calvin  S.  Brice  was  born  in  Denmark,  Ohio,  September  14, 
1845,  and  was  the  son  of  Rev.  William  K.  Brice,  a Presbyterian 
minister  who  came  from  Maryland  in  1 840  and  settled  in  the  village 
of  Denmark  in  the  township  of  Canaan  which  was  then  in  Marion 
County,  but  afterwards  became  a part  of  Morrow  County.  His 
mother’s  maiden  name  was  Elizabeth  Stewart  who  was  a native  of 
Carroll  County,  Ohio.  At  the  age  of  thirteen  young  Brice  entered  the 
preparatory  department  of  Miami  University  at  Oxford,  Ohio.  That 
was  in  1858.  In  1861  he  enlisted  in  the  University  Company  under 
Captain  Dodd.  This  was  in  response  to  President  Lincoln’s  call  for 
volunteers  in  1861,  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  war.  The  company 
was  sent  to  Camp  Jackson,  Columbus,  where  it  remained  until  April, 
1862,  when  Calvin  S.  Brice  was  enrolled  in  the  86th  O.  V.  I.  and 
served  with  his  regiment  during  the  campaign  of  that  year  in  West 
Virginia.  Returning  to  Miami  he  completed  his  course  and  was  grad- 
uated in  June,  1863.  After  graduating  he  taught  school  for  a short 
time  in  Lima,  Ohio,  but  in  the  Fall  of  1864  reenlisted,  this  time  in 
Company  E of  the  1 80th  O.  V.  I.  Regiment  and  became  its  Cap- 
tain. At  the  close  of  the  war  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel for  meritorious  service,  at  which  time  he  was  only 
twenty  years  of  age.  After  the  war  he  entered  the  law  department  of 
Ann  Arbor  University  and  was  graduated  in  1866.  He  practiced 
law  in  Ohio  until  1870  when  he  secured  interests  in  great  railroad 
enterprises  by  which  he  acquired  very  large  means. 

Politics  always  had  a fascination  for  Calvin  S.  Brice  and  the 
principles  of  the  Democratic  Party  attracted  him  more  than  any  other. 
In  1876  he  was  one  of  the  Tilden  electors  for  Ohio  and  in  1880  one 
of  the  Hancock  electors.  He  became  very  active  in  the  Ohio  Democ- 
racy and  exhibited  such  political  ability  and  strategy  that  he  attracted 
nation-wide  attention  and  was  unanimously  chosen  chairman  of  the 
Democratic  National  Executive  Committee.  In  1890  the  Ohio  Leg- 
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islature  had  to  elect  a United  States  Senator  to  succeed  Henry  B. 
Payne  and  Mr.  Brice  set  out  to  secure  that  honor  for  himself.  His 
principal  opponent  in  the  Democratic  Party  was  Hon.  John  A.  Mc- 
Mahon of  Dayton,  but  there  were  other  aspirants  in  the  field.  It  was 
a notable  campaign.  Brice  with  his  wonderful  mental  alertness,  his 
electric  action  and  his  great  political  influence  was  opposed  by  John  A. 
McMahon,  a man  recognized  as  one  of  the  leading  lawyers  of  the 
country,  a man  of  spotless  integrity,  lofty  character  and  splendid 
abilities.  The  Legislature  was  Democratic  and  some  Democrat  was 
sure  to  be  elected.  In  1884  Brice  had  been  a resident  and  a sworn 
citizen  of  New  York  State  and  this  was  one  of  the  arguments  used 
against  his  election,  it  being  claimed  that  he  could  not  represent  Ohio 
after  having  become  a resident  of  another  state.  Murat  Halstead 
of  the  Cincinnati  Commercial  was  unalterably  opposed  to  the  election 
of  Brice  and  commenced  a war  upon  him  which  he  kept  up  throughout 
the  entire  campaign — for  a campaign  it  was.  Brice  was  still  chairman 
of  the  Democratic  National  Committee  and  that  high  position  gave 
him  very  great  prestige.  When  the  Democrats  held  their  caucus  to 
elect  a speaker  the  Brice  managers  exerted  some  influence  on  the  choice 
of  that  official.  After  a good  deal  of  sparring  Nyall  R.  Hysall  of 
Perry  County,  was  made  Speaker.  Perry  J.  Adams  was  made  Presi- 
dent pro  tern,  of  the  Senate.  Other  candidates  in  the  field  were  John 
H.  Thomas  of  Springfield,  Charles  W.  Baker  of  Cincinnati,  and 
Judge  George  E.  Seney  of  Tiffin.  The  non-residency  argument 
against  Brice  does  not  seem  to  have  been  taken  seriously  by  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Legislature;  at  all  events  it  did  not  prevent  the  election  of 
Brice.  When  it  came  to  an  actual  test  by  vote  two  ballots  were  re- 
quired to  reach  a decision,  but  Brice  led  in  both  branches  of  the  Leg- 
islature on  both  ballots.  The  first  ballot  showed  Brice  in  the  Senate 
8,  in  the  House  21 , total  29;  McMahon  in  the  Senate  6,  in  the  House 
8,  total  1 4 ; Thomas  in  the  Senate  1 , in  the  House  1 1 , total  1 2 ; 
Baker  in  the  Senate  6,  total  6.  On  the  second  ballot  Brice  received 
13  in  the  Senate  and  40  in  the  House,  a total  of  53;  McMahon  lost 
one  of  his  first  six  votes  in  the  Senate  but  held  his  eight  in  the  House, 
giving  him  a total  of  1 3.  Brice  was  thereupon  declared  elected.  The 
Thomas  and  Baker  votes  turned  to  Brice  on  the  second  ballot. 
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His  election  to  the  United  States  Senate  made  Calvin  S.  Brice 
a national  character  and  for  six  years  his  name  figured  prominently  in 
newspaper  reports  from  Washington.  At  the  expiration  of  his  term  in 
the  Senate  he  found  the  country  was  controlled  by  Republican  senti- 
ment. The  financial  crisis  through  which  the  country  passed  under 
Cleveland’s  second  administration  had  injured  the  political  prospects 
of  all  Democrats  whether  they  had  anything  to  do  with  the  national 
government  or  not.  That  they  had  nothing  to  do  with  producing  that 
crisis  has  already  been  shown  in  this  work.  As  far  as  Mr.  Brice  was 
concerned,  however,  his  reelection  as  United  States  Senator  from 
Ohio,  or  the  election  of  any  Democrat  to  succeed  him  was  impossible. 
After  retiring  from  the  Senate  he  took  a less  active  part  in  political 
affairs  and  devoted  more  attention  to  his  commercial  interests. 

FRANK  A.  Bolton,  lawyer,  of  Newark,  is  one  of  the  leading 
lawyers  of  Licking  County  and  a Democrat  widely  known  and  es- 
teemed throughout  Ohio.  He  was  born  in  the  city  of  Newark, 
March  25,  1873,  and  received  his  preliminary  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  his  native  city.  He  then  entered  Notre  Dame  Uni- 
versity, near  South  Bend,  Indiana,  and  was  graduated  in  the  class 
of  1894.  Having  decided  upon  law  as  his  profession  he  entered 
the  law  department  of  the  Catholic  University  of  America,  at  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.  and  was  graduated  therefrom  and  admitted  to  the  bar 
in  1898.  Mr.  Bolton  has  been  a lifelong  Democrat  and  stands  high 
in  the  councils  of  his  party  in  Newark  and  Licking  County.  In 
1902  he  was  the  Democratic  candidate  for  Mayor  of  Newark 
% but  was  defeated.  In  1903  he  was  appointed  Director  of  Public 
Safety  by  Mayor  A.  J.  Quilly  and  discharged  the  duties  of  that 
office  with  great  acceptability  until  1906  when  his  term  expired. 
In  1905  the  Democrats  of  Newark  presented  him  in  nomination 
for  City  Solicitor  and  he  was  elected  by  a flattering  majority.  So 
ably  has  he  conducted  the  affairs  of  that  office  that  he  was  reelected 
in  1907  and  again  in  1909.  He  is  deservedly  popular,  for  while  he 
conscientiously  looks  after  the  best  interests  of  the  city,  he  is  judicial 
in  his  analysis  of  every  case  and  considers  the  rights  of  each  in- 
dividual as  carefully  as  he  looks  after  the  rights  of  the  community. 
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JAMES  F.  Bell,  son  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  Bell,  was  born 
in  Oak  Run  Township,  Madison  County,  Ohio,  January  12,  1872. 
His  father  was  a farmer  and  he  attended  the  district  school  until 
fourten  years  of  age  when  he  began  to  help  his  father  on  the  farm 
in  the  summers  and  attend  school  in  the  winters  until  he  was  nineteen. 
At  that  age  he  secured  a teacher’s  certificate  and  began  teaching  in 
the  same  school  he  had  attended  as  a pupil.  He  continued  teaching 
for  eight  years,  but  during  that  time  he  pursued  his  studies  assid- 
uously attending  college  when  he  could,  and  was  graduated  from  the 
Ohio  State  University  College  of  Law  in  the  class  of  1899.  On 
July  7th,  in  that  year  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  by  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Ohio,  and  immediately  began  the  practice  of  his  profession 
in  London,  Ohio,  where  he  still  resides.  In  1902  he  was  admitted 
to  practice  in  the  United  States  Courts. 

Mr.  Bell  became  interested  in  politics  before  he  became  of  age 
and  has  always  been  an  active  and  ardent  worker  for  the  Democratic 
Party.  He  was  elected  and  served  as  clerk  of  Oak  Run  Township 
for  two  terms  before  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar.  His  ability  and 
worth  to  the  Party  have  always  been  recognized  and  his  standing  as 
a lawyer  has  made  him  popular  outside  of  his  political  friends,  so 
that,  although  the  city  of  London,  like  Madison  County,  is  strongly 
Republican,  he  was  elected  Mayor  of  London  in  1907,  for  a term 
of  two  years  commencing  January  1,  1908,  and  his  administration 
was  one  of  the  best  and  most  satisfactory  the  city  has  ever  had.  In 
the  fall,  after  his  term  of  office  as  Mayor  had  expired,  he  was  elected 
Prosecuting  Attorney  of  Madison  County,  which  office  he  now  holds. 
For  several  years  prior  to  his  election  as  Mayor  he  was  a member  of 
the  Board  of  Deputy  State  Supervisors  of  Elections  in  Madison 
County.  Mr.  Bell  is  not  only  regarded  as  an  unusually  capable  of- 
ficial, but  as  one  of  the  leading  lawyers  of  central  Ohio. 

On  July  27,  1899,  James  F.  Bell  married  Rowena  Moore  and 
they  have  three  children,  namely,  Martha  Frances  and  Virginia  and 
one  son,  Joe  Amos.  Mr.  Bell  is  a member  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church  of  London,  and  is  a Past  Grand  and  Past  District  Deputy 
of  Madison  Lodge  No.  70,  I.  O.  O.  F. 
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William  R.  Burnett  was  bom  in  Springfield,  Ohio,  in  1 846, 
and  while  still  in  his  teens  went  out  as  a soldier  in  the  Civil  War.  He 
enlisted  July  3,  1863,  in  Company  A of  the  Fourth  Battalion,  Ohio 
Cavalry,  and  served  for  six  months.  While  in  the  army  he  voted  for 
Clement  L.  Vallindigham  for  Governor,  although  at  that  time  he  was 
only  seventeen  years  of  age.  Returning  to  Springfield  he  worked 
in  the  Whittley,  Fassler  & Kelley  Machine  Shops  until  1880  when 
he  embarked  in  the  retail  grocery  business,  in  which  he  was  engaged 
until  1890.  From  1890  until  1900  he  was  business  agent  for  the 
Springfield  Breweries.  Early  in  his  shop  career  he  began  to  take  an 
active  interest  in  public  affairs  and  was  a member  of  the  Springfield 
Board  of  Education  from  1870  to  1876.  In  1880  he  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  City  Council  and  became  so  prominent  in  the  city  and 
during  the  next  few  years  that  he  was  elected  Mayor  in  1889  and  re- 
elected in  1891.  In  1895  he  was  again  a candidate  for  the  office  of 
Mayor  but  was  defeated.  However,  in  1 907,  he  was  again  elected  to 
that  office,  which  he  resigned  to  accept  an  appointment  as  Commandant 
of  the  Ohio  Soldiers’  and  Sailors’  Home. 

For  more  than  forty  years  Mr.  Burnett  has  been  one  of  the  most 
active  Democrats  in  Clark  County.  He  has  attended  every  state 
convention  as  a delegate  since  1871.  He  has  always  been  a member 
of  the  Clark  County  Central  and  Executive  Committees  and,  though 
never  accepting  the  chairmanship,  has  always  been  recognized  as  one  of 
the  leaders  of  the  Clark  County  Democracy.  He  has  served  as  Di- 
rector of  Public  Services  and  Director  of  Public  Safety  in  the  city  of 
Springfield,  besides  being  elected  three  time  to  the  mayoralty.  He 
served  on  the  state  central  committee  for  four  years  and  was  succeeded 
by  Mr.  Thomas  of  Springfield.  He  was  a member  of  the  state  exec- 
utive committee  in  1901  and  1902  and  was  a member  of  the  committee 
of  five  on  permanent  organization  in  the  latter  year.  In  1905  he  was 
Sergeant-at-Arms  at  the  Democratic  State  Convention  and  was  a 
delegate  to  the  National  Convention  at  Kansas  City  in  1900.  Mr. 
Burnett  is  known  to  Democrats  all  over  the  state  and  is  highly  regarded 
as  a man  who  has  done  a great  deal  for  his  party. 
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Hon.  Alvin  W.  Craver  was  born  at  North  Jackson,  Ma- 
honing County,  September  23,  1872.  He  received  his  early  edu- 
cation at  North  Jackson  High  School,  after  which  he  taught  school 
for  five  years  and  then  entered  the  law  department  of  the  Ohio 
Northern  University  at  Ada,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1897. 
He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  June  of  the  same  year  and  immediately 
began  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Youngstown,  Ohio,  where  his 
success  at  the  bar  has  placed  him  in  the  front  rank  of  the  legal  talent 
of  Mahoning  County. 

Mr.  Craver  is  one  of  the  leading  Democrats  of  Mahoning  County 
and  one  of  the  ablest  in  his  part  of  the  state.  He  has  served  regular- 
ly on  both  the  city  and  county  committees  for  many  years  and  was 
delegate  to  the  State  Convention  in  1905.  In  1902  he  was  candidate 
for  the  office  of  City  Solicitor  but  failed  of  election. 

In  1908  the  Democrats  nominated  him  for  Mayor  and  he  was 
elected.  His  administration  during  his  first  term  was  so  pleasing 
to  the  citizens  that  he  was  reelected  in  1910  and  is  now  serving  his 
second  term.  He  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  the  Odd 
Fellows  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 

On  June  26,  1901,  Alvin  W.  Craver  married  Jeanette  Noble 
of  Auglaize  County.  Mr.  Craver’s  parents  were  William  and  Mary 
Craver. 


G.  W.  CoWGILL  was  born  September  11,  1 854.  He  was 
reared  on  a farm  and  attended  school  until  sixteen  years  of  age,  since 
which  time  he  has  been  engaged  in  farming.  Mr.  Cowgill  is  a strong 
Democrat  but  has  never  taken  a very  active  part  in  politics,  except 
during  campaigns.  His  interest,  however,  leads  him  to  attend  con- 
ventions frequently  and  he  has  even  accepted  the  position  of  delegate. 
His  worth  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  without  any  solicitation  on  his 
part  he  was  brought  out  and  elected  County  Commissioner  in  1911. 
He  takes  a warm  interest  in  the  public  schools  and  has  been  a member 
of  the  Board  of  Education  for  seventeen  years. 

On  April  12,  1881,  G.  W.  Cowgill  married  Inez,  daughter 
of  Lafayette  and  Martha  Harriman  of  Marion  County.  His  wife 
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died  August  8,  1908,  leaving  the  following  children:  Ira  E.,  Elva 

G.,  Elmer  L.,  Sherman  G.,  Oliver  P.,  Eva  and  Marie.  Mr.  Cow- 
gill’s  parents  were  George  W.  and  Elizabeth  (Tyler)  Cowgill. 
George  W.  Cowgill  was  born  in  Ross  County,  Ohio,  July  24,  1811 
and  died  in  1873.  He  was  a public  spirited  Democrat  of  his  day. 

Dr.  Homer  C.  Brown. — The  successful  professional  man  of 
today,  is  the  one  who  is  always  abreast  of  the  most  advanced  thoughts 
on  all  subjects  pertaining  to  his  profession.  And  so  rapid  is  this 
advance  that  few  professional  men  aside  from  the  members  of  the 
legal  profession  are  able  to  give  that  time  and  attention  to  public  af- 
fairs that  might  be  expected  from  this  army  of  educated  thinkers. 

One  exception  to  this  rule,  however,  is  Homer  C.  Brown,  Doc- 
tor of  Dental  Surgery  of  Columbus.  Dr.  Brown  enjoys  an  ex- 
tensive practice  and  is  a “progressive”  in  his  profession,  but  he  takes 
a deep  interest  in  all  public  questions  and  always  finds  time  to  aid 
in  advancing  the  cause  of  Democracy. 

Dr.  Brown  was  born  in  Mercer  Bottom,  West  Virginia,  Sept. 
4th,  1868.  In  1870  his  parents  moved  to  Gallia  County,  Ohio, 
where  he  received  his  early  education.  In  1890  he  graduated  from 
the  Ohio  College  of  Dental  Surgery  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  with  the 
degree  of  D.  D.  S.  He  practiced  his  profession  in  Gallipolis  from 
1890  to  1902  and  in  the  later  year  moved  to  Columbus  where  he  is 
still  practicing.  Before  moving  to  Columbus  he  was  one  of  the 
active  Democrats  of  Gallia  County.  He  was  a member  of  the 
County  Central  Committee  from  1897  until  1902  and  chairman  the 
%last  named  year.  He  was  a member  of  the  Board  of  Water  Works 
Trustees  from  1899  to  1902.  In  the  latter  year  he  was  appointed  a 
member  of  the  State  Board  of  Dental  Examiners  and  then  elected 
Secretary  of  the  Board.  He  was  reappointed  and  reelected  Secre- 
tary of  the  Board  in  1 905,  and  again  reappointed  in  1 908. 

Dr.  Brown  is  one  of  the  most  active  members  of  the  State  and 
National  Dental  Societies,  he  has  served  the  Ohio  State  Dental  So- 
ciety in  practically  every  capacity  and  was  President  in  1907.  He 
has  served  two  terms  as  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  National 
Dental  Association,  and  was  elected  Recording  Secretary  in  1910. 
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He  was  recently  honored  by  being  made  the  personal  representa- 
tive of  Governor  Harmon  at  the  opening  of  the  National  Campaign 
on  Oral  Hygiene  held  in  Cleveland  under  the  auspices  of  the  Na- 
tional Dental  Association,  March  18,  1910. 

In  1910  he  was  prominently  mentioned  as  a candidate  for  the 
Democratic  Nomination  for  the  State  Senate  from  the  tenth  sena- 
torial district,  but  refused  to  allow  his  name  to  be  presented  to  the 
convention. 


Lewis  G.  Bernard  is  one  of  the  most  widely  known  public 
men  of  Ohio.  He  was  born  October  4,  1845,  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  where  his  father,  Gustavus  Bernard,  was  a distinguished  rabbi. 
Lewis  G.  received  a high  school  education  and  then  took  a course  in 
the  Normal  School  at  Albany,  New  York.  Having  decided  upon 
the  law  as  his  profession,  he  entered  the  Albany  Law  School,  from 
which  he  was  duly  graduated.  He  settled  in  Cincinnati  in  1 865  and 
for  ten  years  was  engaged  in  the  iron  business.  Soon  after  he  estab- 
lished his  residence  in  Cincinnati  he  began  to  take  an  interest  in  politics 
and  became  an  active  working  Democrat.  In  1875  he  was  elected 
Clerk  of  the  Board  of  Improvements  and  in  1886  became  Clerk  of 
the  Courts,  in  which  capacity  he  served  three  years.  He  then  entered 
journalism  and  ever  since  has  been  connected  with  the  Cincinnati 
Enquirer.  For  a quarter  of  a century  he  has  been  recognized  as 
a leader  in  the  Hamilton  County  Democracy  and  one  of  the  leaders 
in  the  state  who  has  always  to  be  reckoned  with.  Ohio  has  no  poli- 
tician today  who  has  held  his  prestige  so  long,  nor  any  who  have  gone 
through  so  many  political  fights  and  emerged  with  undiminished 
strength.  Mr.  Bernard  is  usually  a member  of  the  Democratic  state 
central  committee  and  frequently  of  the  executive  committee.  He 
never  misses  a convention  and  his  influence  is  great  at  every  one  of 
them.  He  has  been  a power  in  many  campaigns  and  his  name  is 
familiar  to  every  man  in  Ohio.  He  is  the  political  representative  in 
Ohio  of  Hon.  John  R.  McLean. 
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Hon.  Bert  SureNE  BARTLOW,  son  of  James  Thompson  and 
Almira  (Luce)  Bartlow,  was  born  in  Springfield  Township,  Frank- 
lin County,  Indiana,  July  10,  1869.  Both  his  parents  were  natives 
of  that  township  and  were  also  descendants  of  pioneer  residents  of 
Indiana.  Cornelius  Bartlow  of  New  Jersey  was  the  first  of  the  fam- 
ily in  America.  He  was  a native  of  Holland  and  settled  in  New 
Jersey  prior  to  the  Revolutionary  War.  The  maternal  ancestors 
trace  back  to  Henri  Luce,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Martha’s  Vine- 
yard, Massachusetts. 

When  Bert  S.  Bartlow  was  still  in  his  schoolboy  days  the  family 
moved  to  Ohio  and  his  education  was  completed  at  Miami  Uni- 
versity where  he  made  a special  study  of  economics  and  kindred  sub- 
jects. He  was  graduated  in  1893,  after  which  he  settled  in  Hamil- 
ton and  studied  law  for  a short  time,  but  became  a newspaper  cor- 
lespondent  and  then  an  editor.  He  was  first  editor  of  the  Butler 
County  Press  and  afterwards  City  Editor  of  the  Hamilton  Evening 
Sun. 

Mr.  Bartlow  is  one  of  the  best  known  Democrats  in  Ohio;  few 
are  better  known  or  more  popular.  He  served  four  years  as  Clerk  of 
the  Board  of  Deputy  State  Supervisors  of  Elections.  He  repre- 
sented Butler  County  in  the  State  Legislature  as  a member  of  the 
House  in  the  73rd  and  74th  General  Assemblies,  and  not  only  showed 
himself  to  be  a wise  and  faithful  legislator  but  was  conscientious  and 
independent,  holding  himself  absolutely  free  from  the  dictation  of 
special  interests  of  any  kind.  In  1903  he  was  made  a member  of 
the  Butler  County  Election  Board,  and  in  January,  1906,  was 
elected  Sergeant-at-Arms  of  the  State  Senate.  No  more  efficient 
Sergeant-at-Arms  has  ever  officiated  for  the  Senate  of  Ohio.  It  is 
a position  requiring  both  executive  ability  and  diplomacy,  both  of 
which  he  possesses  to  an  unusual  degree.  All  his  public  service  has 
been  rendered  with  a single  eye  to  the  public  welfare. 

He  is  very  active  in  fraternal  society  work,  which  has  added  to 
his  acquaintance  and  popularity  over  the  state.  He  is  a member  of 
the  Odd  Fellows,  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  Tribe  of  Ben  Hur,  Knights 
of  the  Ancient  Essenic  Order,  and  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revo- 
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lution.  In  1891  he  was  honored  with  the  highest  office,  that  of  Su- 
preme Senator,  in  the  Ancient  Essenic  Order.  From  1903  to  1906 
he  w^s  Supreme  President  of  the  Fraternal  Censer.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Ohio  Archaeological  and  Historical  Society  and  was 
Editor-in-Chief  of  the  Centennial  History  of  Butler  County. 

Judge  Joseph  M.  Bickel  was  born  December  2nd,  1832, 
and  after  passing  through  the  common  schools  spent  several  terms 
at  Ohio  Northern  University,  Ada,  Ohio.  He  studied  law  with 
Judge  D.  L.  Meeker  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  June,  1885. 
In  July  of  that  year  he  opened  his  office  in  Greenville  and  began  the 
active  practice  of  his  profession  in  which  he  has  attained  a high 
reputation  both  as  a counselor  and  advocate. 

Judge  Bickel  has  been  a life  long  Democrat  but  not  obtru- 
sively partisan,  his  long  legal  training  and  judicial  experience  having 
given  him  a philosophical  poise  of  mind.  He  was  elected  Probate 
Judge  for  Darke  County  at  the  general  election  in  the  fall  of  1893 
for  a three  year  term  and  was  reelected  in  1896,  serving  two  full 
terms  in  all.  During  his  services  on  the  bench  he  made  a record  for 
fairness  and  legal  knowledge,  guided  by  wisdom,  which  won  for  him 
the  respect  of  both  clients  and  attorneys.  A number  of  important 
cases  came  before  the  Probate  Court  of  Darke  County  during  his 
terms  of  office  and  in  his  disposal  of  them  he  exhibited  a legal  precision 
and  knowledge  of  the  common  law  and  statutes  that  would  have  done 
credit  to  the  ablest  jurist  in  the  state.  On  his  retirement  from  the 
bench  he  again  turned  all  his  attention  to  the  practice  of  law. 

. On  October  1st,  1883,  Joseph  M.  Bickel  married  Mertilla 
Clark,  daughter  of  Silas  and  Mariah  Clark,  and  they  have  a family 
of  two  children,  Paul  C.  and  Lucile  Bickel. 

ANTONE  BESCHER  was  born  at  London,  Ohio,  January  1 7, 
1855.  His  parents  were  Jacob  and  Christina  (Becker)  Bescher. 
His  father  was  born  in  Germany  and  taught  school  in  that  country 
for  some  time  before  coming  to  America  where  he  engaged  in  farming. 
Antone  Bescher  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  and  has  been  a 
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business  man  all  his  life.  In  politics  he  has  been  a steadfast  Demo- 
crat, always  giving  his  loyal  support  to  the  Party  and  working  for 
it  in  his  quiet  and  effective  way,  but  he  has  never  aspired  to  public 
office  nor  sought  any  political  favor. 

On  February  22,  1882,  Antone  Bescher  married  Mary  High- 
land of  London,  Ohio.  Of  their  three  children  only  Robert  sur- 
vives. He  was  educated  in  the  London  High  School  and  Notre 
Dame  College.  After  graduating  he  chose  professional  base  ball 
as  his  occupation  and  is  one  of  the  best  known  players  in  America. 
He  is  at  present  playing  left  field  on  the  Cincinnati  team  in  the 
National  League.  He  played  with  Lima  and  Dayton  in  the  Ohio 
State  League  where  he  attracted  the  notice  that  brought  him  into 
the  oldest  and  greatest  league  in  the  country. 

Antone  Bescher  lives  in  his  fine  residence  on  the  corner  of  Main 
and  Center  streets  in  London,  Ohio  and  enjoys  the  confidence  and 
respect  of  all  who  know  him. 

WALTER  W.  Boulger,  son  of  James  and  Caroline  (Alberti) 
Boulger,  was  born  at  Chillicothe,  Ohio,  October  8,  1880.  He  was 
educated  in  the  local  schools  and  after  leaving  the  high  school  be- 
came a reporter.  He  also  began  reading  law,  studying  in  the  office 
of  Judge  Claypool,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1904.  Im- 
mediately after  his  admission  he  began  the  practice  of  his  profession 
and  was  connected  with  the  law  firm  of  Yaple,  Boulger  & Boulger 
for  some  time.  In  1904  he  was  elected  Clerk  of  the  Council  and 
served  four  years,  and  in  1910  was  elected  Prosecuting  Attorney 
for  Ross  County,  an  office  which  he  fills  with  ability.  He  is  also 
a member  of  the  Board  of  Library  Trustees  and  Clerk  of  the  Board 
of  Elections. 

Mr.  Boulger  is  an  active  Democrat  and  takes  a keen  interest  in 
political  questions  and  conditions.  He  has  been  delegate  to  sev- 
eral state  and  county  conventions  and  has  had  a large  political  and 
official  experience  for  so  young  a man.  He  is  a Grand  Knight  in 
the  Order  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus. 


■ 

. 


86 


THE  DEMOCRATIC  PARTY  OF  OHIO 


Judge  E.  M.  P.  Brister. — The  Bench  of  Ohio  has  been 
graced  by  many  eminent  jurists,  but  for  charity  of  thought,  benevolence 
and  justice  tempered  with  mercy,  none  has  been  more  notable  than 
Judge  Brister.  It  might  be  said  that  in  his  attitude  toward  humanity 
he  was  unique  among  the  Judges  of  the  state,  for  neither  the  austerity 
of  the  court  room  nor  the  rigidity  of  the  law  could  overcome  the 
humanities  that  were  a part  of  his  nature.  Legal  technicalities  could 
never  be  used  to  injure  anyone  in  his  court,  and  so,  while  maintaining 
the  dignity  of  the  Bench,  he  drew  to  it  the  highest  respect  and  fullest 
confidence  of  all  good  men. 

E.  M.  P.  Brister  was  born  at  Marietta,  Ohio,  in  1850  and 
was  taken  to  Newark  by  his  parents  in  1852.  Four  years  later  his 
father,  M.  P.  Brister  died,  and  the  early  bereavement  threw  the  future 
Judge  into  the  struggle  of  life  at  an  age  when  most  boys  think  only  of 
play.  At  the  age  of  eight  he  was  a newsboy  and  at  fourteen  he 
began  to  learn  the  printing  trade  in  the  office  of  the  Licking  Record. 
When  only  seventeen  he  formed  a partnership  with  L.  F.  Tenney  in 
the  printing  business  and  three  years  later  bought  out  his  partner  and 
became  sole  proprietor. 

Always  unobtrusive  he  was  gifted  with  heroic  qualities.  His 
courage  was  dauntless  and  he  accomplished  and  succeeded  under  cir- 
cumstances that  have  held  myriads  of  young  men  in  thraldom  all  their 
lives.  When  his  father  died  he  and  his  mother  were  left  in  straight- 
ened circumstances  but  while  yet  in  his  teens  he  was  conducting  a busi- 
ness and  keeping  his  mother  comfortably.  Then  he  set  himself  a task 
which  few  young  men  would  contemplate  and  which  fewer  still  have 
ever  attempted  under  like  conditions.  For  years  he  had  cherished  an 
ambition  to  secure  a classical  education,  and  in  1 870  he  set  about  se- 
curing it.  In  that  year  he  moved  his  printing  office  to  Granville  and 
entered  Denison  University.  Subsequently  he  moved  his  office  to 
Wooster,  for  a time;  but  whether  in  Wooster  or  Granville,  he  worked 
at  his  trade  of  printer  and  kept  up  his  college  studies.  He  was  com- 
pelled to  attend  to  business  to  support  his  invalid  mother  and  himself, 
and  he  was  compelled  to  “burn  the  midnight  oil”  and  rise  before  the 
sun  to  keep  up  his  college  course.  Inspired  by  high  ideals  and  sus- 
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tained  by  an  honorable  ambition  he  held  to  his  double  task  and  was 
graduated  from  Denison  University  with  high  honors  in  the  class  of 
1877.  After  his  graduation  he  took  up  the  study  of  law,  and  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  1 880. 

In  1890  he  was  elected  Probate  Judge  of  Licking  County 
and  served  for  three  years,  when  he  was  renominated,  but  that  was 
in  1893,  the  year  of  the  great  panic,  and  he  suffered  defeat  with  the 
Democratic  Party.  He  was  always  a consistent  Democrat  and  during 
the  last  twenty-five  years  of  his  life  was  one  of  the  bulwarks  of  that 
party  in  Licking  County.  He  was  an  admirable  public  speaker  and 
was  always  cheerfully  willing  to  use  his  powers  for  the  benefit  of  his 
party  in  political  campaigns.  No  public  man  was  better  known  in 
Licking  County  than  he;  indeed  he  was  well  known  and  popular  all 
over  the  country.  He  began  public  speaking  at  the  early  age  of 
1 6,  and  during  his  riper  years  delivered  addresses  and  lectures  on 
various  subjects  in  many  cities  of  the  Union.  He  also  possessed  fine 
poetic  ability  and  wrote  many  songs  and  poems  of  a high  order.  This 
superior  literary  taste  added  lustre  to  his  prose  writing  of  which  he 
did  considerable.  One  of  his  last  contributions  to  the  permanent  lit- 
erature of  the  state  was  his  history  of  Licking  County,  published  in 
1 909.  This  work  has  been  ranked  by  the  Press  of  Ohio  as  one  of  the 
best  county  histories  ever  published. 

In  1905  Judge  Brister  was  again  nominated  by  the  Democratic 
Party  for  Probate  Judge  and  was  elected.  He  was  renominated 
in  1908  and  at  the  election  that  fall  was  returned  to  office  by  the 
largest  majority  ever  given  to  a county  officer  in  Licking  County. 
His  career  as  a Judge  was  remarkable,  especially  in  the  Juvenile 
Court.  In  disposing  of  cases  he  seemed  to  be  guided  by  wisdom  that 
had  an  essence  of  divinity,  and  his  solicitude  for  the  erring  and  the 
unfortunate  was  unchanged,  unchangeable,  through  all  the  years. 
Contact  with  delinquency  did  not  harden  him;  it  only  aroused  his 
sympathetic  regret  and  longing  for  the  betterment  of  the  undesirables. 

His  disposition  was  fraternal  and  he  was  a member  of  the  Masonic 
order,  the  Elks,  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Modern  Woodmen, 
Knights  of  the  Ancient  Essenic  Order  and  Sons  of  the  American  Revo- 
lution. He  was  also  president  of  the  Ohio  Society  of  this  great  Amer- 
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ican  order.  He  took  a keen  interest  in  educational  affairs  and  served 
as  a member  of  the  Newark  Board  of  Education  and  also  on  the  Coun- 
ty Board  of  Examiners.  He  was  a devout  Christian  and  was  a con- 
sistent member  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Newark  from  his 
sixteenth  year  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  He  died  October  14th, 
1910,  sincerely  regretted  far  and  near,  for  all  who  knew  him  esteemed 
and  admired  him. 

Judge  Brister  came  of  a distinguished  ancestry  and  the  family 
on  his  mother’s  side,  was  on  Ohio  soil  long  before  the  territory  became 
a state.  His  mother  was  the  grand-daughter  of  Gen.  Rufus  Putnam 
who  settled  at  Marietta,  Ohio,  April  7,  1 788. 

He  was  the  head  of  the  Ladies  Auxiliary  of  two  orders.  He 
married  Jennie  M.  Robinson,  November  9,  1896.  Her  father  was 
James  Robinson  of  Licking  County  and  a life  long  Democrat.  Her 
grandfather  was  Benjamin  Wilson  of  West  Virginia,  the  father  of 
28  children.  He  was  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  Captain 
Wilson’s  valuable  service  and  distinguished  ability  secured  him  a 
Colonel’s  commission  in  1871.  He  was  a membej  of  the  Legislature 
of  Virginia  from  Monongahela  several  sessions  previous  to  the  year 
of  1784,  in  which  year  the  organization  of  the  country,  he  became 
Clerk  of  the  County  Court.  The  duties  of  this  office,  however,  did 
not  withdraw  him  from  the  theater  of  politics,  although  he  retained 
many  years  very  near  the  close  of  his  long  life.  He  was  a delegate 
to  the  convention  in  Virginia  in  1 788  which  ratified  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States.  He  was  a Federalist  and  was  one  of  the  leaders 
of  the  Federal  Party  in  Virginia  after  the  War  of  1812,  but  sup- 
ported President  James  Monroe,  whose  administration  for  eight  years 
was  sustained  by  every  people  without  distinction  of  Party. 
In  1802  he  purchased  a farm  of  James  Rathbone,  the 
farm  containing  4,21 8 acres  of  land,  being  quarter  of  a township  of  two 
and  one-half  square  miles.  Col.  Wilson,  Cornelius  Elizabeth,  Gen- 
eral T.  W.  Wilson,  Mrs.  Ann  Brice,  Dr.  Noah,  L.  W.,  Mrs.  Julia 
Robinson  and  Dan  W.  Wilson  are  descendants  of  Col.  Wilson  who 
settled  in  Licking  County,  the  two  latter  still  being  residents.  E.  M. 
P.  Brister  was  a Past  Exalted  Ruler  of  ihe  Elks. 
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Mrs.  Brister’s  father,  James  Robinson,  was  a life  long  Democrat. 
His  grandfather.  Captain  James  Taylor,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania 
in  1753.  He  was  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War  and  also 
served  under  Anthony  Wayne.  He  was  a member  of  the  William- 
son expedition  against  the  Moravian  Indians  and  was  one  of  the 
seventeen  who  voted  against  the  murder  of  the  captives.  He  moved 
with  his  family  from  near  Wheeling, West  Virginia,  to  Ohio  and 
settled  six  miles  southwest  of  Newark  in  1804.  In  1808  he  was 
appointed  one  of  the  Associate  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
of  Licking  County.  He  did  not  relish  public  life  and  retired  from 
the  Bench  in  1 809.  He  was  a Democrat  all  his  life  and  lived  to  the 
age  of  ninety-one  years,  dying  in  1844. 

HARRY  P.  Black  is  known  all  over  Ohio  as  the  friend  of 
the  late  Tom  L.  Johnson  during  the  political  career  of  that  remark- 
able man,  and  as  one  of  the  leaders  in  the  Johnson  movement  which 
attracted  attention  all  over  the  United  States.  Mr.  Black  is  a native 
of  the  land  of  the  heather,  having  been  born  at  Kirkcaldy,  Scotland, 
April  4,  1870.  He  came  to  Tiffin,  Ohio,  in  1892  and  took  up  the 
study  of  law  in  the  office  of  J.  H.  Platt.  In  1895  he  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  and  entered  into  a legal  partnership  with  his  preceptor  under 
the  firm  name  of  Platt  & Black. 

Mr.  Black  has  been  an  active  Democrat  since  he  became  of 
age,  in  fact,  he  has  been  a member  of  the  County  Central  Committee 
since  attaining  his  majority  and  has  always  been  an  ardent  and 
energetic  worker  for  Party  success.  In  1897  he  was  chairman  of 
the  County  Executive  Committee. 

He  served  some  time  as  Township  Clerk  and  in  1895  was  elect- 
ed City  Solicitor,  to  which  position  he  was  reelected  in  1899.  In 
1903  he  was  one  of  the  strongest  adherents  and  hardest  workers  in 
the  state  for  Tom  L.  Johnson  during  his  campaign  for  governor.  In 
1907  Mr.  Black  was  elected  Prosecuting  Attorney  for  Seneca  County 
and  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  was  reelected  in  1909.  He  has 
a high  reputation  as  a lawyer  and  is  exceedingly  popular  throughout 
Seneca  County. 
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Hon.  THADDEUS  E.  Cromley,  of  Ashville,  Pickaway  Coun- 
ty, one  of  the  leading  Democrats  of  Ohio  and  one  of  the  best  known, 
has  been  content  to  live  a modest  life,  but  has  ever  discharged  to  the 
fullest  every  obligation  entailed  upon  the  highest  quality  of  American 
citizenship. 

Mr.  Cromley,  by  occupation,  is  a farmer.  Incidentally  he  is 
interested  in  the  Citizens’  Bank  at  Ashville  and  is  its  Vice-President. 
He  is  also  a member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Capitol  Trust 
Company  of  Columbus.  Mr.  Cromley  was  born  in  Ashville,  June 
21,  1843.  His  grandfather  was  one  of  the  original  settlers  of  Pick- 
away County,  and  the  charter  of  the  fine  Cromley  estate  was  secured 
under  the  administration  of  President  James  Monroe.  Thaddeus  E. 
Cromley  occupies  the  homestead  so  long  owned  under  the  family  name. 
He  is  college  bred  and  delights  in  all  the  paths  of  learning  which  col- 
lege training  opens  to  the  receptive  mind.  After  preparation  in  the 
common  schools,  he  entered  Kenyon  College  from  which  he  gradu- 
ated in  1863.  In  1887  and  in  1889  he  was  elected  to  the  Lower 
House  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Ohio,  and  so  acceptable  was  his 
service  that  in  1 890  he  was  nominated  by  the  Democrats  of  Ohio  as 
their  candidate  for  Secretary  of  State,  being  defeated  only  by  a slen- 
der plurality.  In  1892  he  was  appointed  by  Governor  McKinley  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Boys’  Industrial  Home  at 
Lancaster.  In  1 895  he  was  elected  a member  of  the  State  Senate  from 
the  Tenth  Senatorial  District.  He  was  reelected  in  1897  and  during 
his  second  term  was  President  Pro  Tempore  of  the  Senate,  and  as 
such  was  the  floor  leader  for  the  Democrats.  It  was  as  floor  leader  of 
his  party,  during  one  of  the  most  exciting  sessions  in  the  history  of  the 
Ohio  Legislature,  that  Mr.  Cromley  discharged  the  delicate  responsi- 
bilities with  which  he  was  invested,  in  a manner  that  was  above  criti- 
cism. It  was  as  the  leader  of  the  anti-Hanna  forces  in  the  Senate  that 
Mr.  Cromley’s  tact  and  balance  were  conspicuous  and  won  him  the 
praise  of  political  friend  and  foe  alike. 

In  1900  Mr.  Cromley  was  elected  a member  of  the  State  Board 
of  Agriculture  and  was  reelected  in  1905.  This  Board  ceasing  to 
be  an  elective  body,  he  was  appointed  by  Governor  Harmon  in  the 
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year  1909  and  is  still  one  of  its  most  valuable  members,  always  being 
alive  to  the  advancement  of  the  great  agricultural  interests  of  the 
state. 

Mr.  Cromley  is  not  only  active  in  party  committee  work,  in  his 
county  and  section,  but  his  advice  is  sought  by  other  leaders  through- 
out the  state.  He  is  a regular  attendant  at  Democratic  state  conven- 
tions, almost  invariably  being  a delegate.  A state  convention  without 
the  kindly  and  generous  presence  of  Thaddeus  E.  Cromley  would  be 
incomplete.  He  is  a Democrat  of  the  combined  and  supplementary 
schools  of  the  wise  and  pacific  Jefferson  and  of  the  fighting  Jackson. 
Kindly  in  manner  and  rigid  in  his  adhesion  to  what  he  conceives  to  be 
correct  principles,  he  commands  the  fealty  and  the  respect  of  all  who 
love  true  manly  worth.  He  is  a type  of  that  broad  and  homely  citizen- 
ship that  constitutes  the  very  basis  of  an  enduring  Republic. 

Clayton  A.  Castle  was  bom  October  4th,  1877,  at  Lees- 
ville,  Ohio,  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  quit  school  and  went  to  work 
for  the  City  Light  Plant  of  Gabon,  with  which  he  was  connected  for 
three  years.  He  was  then  with  the  telephone  company  for  one  year, 
after  which  he  went  into  his  father’s  office  to  assist  him  with  his  in- 
surance business.  In  1909,  nearly  two  years  after  his  father’s  death, 
he  formed  a partnership  with  H.  V.  Price,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Castle  & Price,  which  firm  still  exists  and  is  one  of  the  leading  in- 
surance houses  of  Crawford  County. 

On  July  11th,  1907,  Clayton  A.  Castle  married  Laura,  only 
daughter  of  Samuel  A.  and  Elizabeth  (Newhouse)  Crissinger.  They 
have  one  child,  Bernice  Eveline. 

Clayton  A.  Castle  inherited  his  father’s  political  faith  and  is  one 
of  the  active  Democrats  of  Gabon.  He  has  never  sought  political 
preferment  himself,  but  has  always  worked  earnestly  to  place  good  men 
in  public  office  and  his  influence  in  this  regard  is  always  distinctly  felt. 
He  enjoys  the  reputation  of  being  a man  of  the  highest  integrity  and 
is  an  earnest  worker  in  whatever  he  undertakes.  He  is  a member  of 
the  Knights  of  Pythias. 
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Charles  W.  Constantine. — Versatility  is  a misfortune,  in 
some  respects,  to  the  man  that  possesses  it  as  one  of  his  chief  charac- 
teristics. It  broadens  his  outlook  upon  life,  multiplies  his  interests, 
and  offers  him  countless  opportunities  for  the  use  of  his  talents;  but  it 
also  scatters  his  efforts  broadcast  over  so  great  an  area  that  compara- 
tively little  is  to  be  found  in  any  given  spot. 

So  it  happens  that,  when  the  work  is  that  of  writing  the  history 
of  some  particular  department  of  human  activity;  such  as  politics, 
science,  social  evolution,  industry,  art,  literature,  or  drama,  the  man  of 
catholic  tastes  and  extraordinary  achievements,  shines  with  a lesser 
light  than  smaller  men  whose  vision  never  reached  beyond  the  one 
thing  they  could  do  the  best. 

And  yet  the  compensations  are  very  great.  He  that  is  really 
versatile  finds  his  friendships  in  every  walk  of  life.  Men  of  every 
creed  and  calling,  are  his  intimates.  He  is  the  friend  and  confidante 
of  authors  and  publishers,  actors  and  dramatists,  workmen  and  cap- 
tains of  industry,  inventors  and  exploiters  of  inventions,  hardy  pioneers 
and  luxurious  Bourbons,  statesmen  and  politicians,  reformers  and  rene- 
gades, students  and  bon  vivants.  His  interests  are  bounded  only  by 
the  limits  of  the  world.  He  knows  everybody,  sees  everywhere,  un- 
derstands everything;  and  there  is  no  field  of  activity  in  which  he  has 
not  labored,  nor  any  achievement  of  his  day  that  has  not  felt,  in  some 
degree,  the  impress  of  his  handiwork. 

The  type  is  rare,  but,  when  met  with,  is  not  to  be  mistaken.  Its 
friends  are  everywhere  and  it  does  for  the  other  incidents  of  life  what 
it  does  for  a good  dinner;  raises  them  out  of  a sphere  where  they  are 
but  the  perfunctory  satisfactions  of  an  animal  appetite  into  one  where 
they  fulfill  those  deeper  and  more  lasting  needs  of  the  human  spirit. 

Since  his  early  youth,  Charles  W.  Constantine,  of  Springfield, 
has  been  such  a man.  Away  from  a multitude  of  other  things  he 
turned  his  mind  to  politics  in  the  early  eighties,  made  himself  widely 
loved  and  widely  hated,  left  his  impress  unmistakably  upon  the  af- 
fairs of  the  state  and  nation,  and  then  dropped  out  as  suddenly  as  he 
had  come,  returning  to  the  other  things  that  had  interested  him  before. 

And,  though  he  was  intimate  with  men  such  as  William  C.  Whit- 
ney and  Daniel  Manning  of  New  York,  though  he  was  known  to  be 


■ 


' 


THE  DEMOCRATIC  PARTY  OF  OHIO 


95 


high  in  their  councils,  though  these  men  were  credited,  at  the  time, 
with  having  brought  Grover  Cleveland  into  prominence,  and  though 
Mr.  Constantine  was  high  in  the  party  councils  in  Ohio,  he  never 
held  office  except  on  one  occasion.  This  was  in  1883,  when  he 
served  one  term  as  mayor  of  Springfield,  Ohio.  In  that  election  he 
had  the  distinction  of  being  the  first  Democrat  that  had  first  been  nom- 
inated by  a regular  Democratic  Convention,  to  be  elected  mayor  of 
that  city. 

Throughout  the  period  of  his  political  activity  Mr.  Constantine 
was  identified  more  or  less  closely,  as  he  has  indeed  been  ever  since, 
with  the  affairs  of  the  Hon.  John  W.  Bookwalter,  the  prominent  land 
owner,  capitalist,  manufacturer,  author,  and  art  connoisseur,  of 
Springfield,  who  has  spent  much  of  his  time  in  travels  through  every 
part  of  the  world. 

It  was  in  1879,  the  days  of  Tom  Ewing,  that  Mr.  Constantine 
commenced  to  attend  the  state  conventions  of  the  Democratic  party 
as  a delegate.  By  1881  he  had  risen  to  so  high  a place  in  the  party 
councils  that  he  out-maneuvered  the  then-powerful  Senator  George 
H.  Pendleton,  preventing  his  election  as  permanent  chairman  of  the 
Democratic  state  convention  of  that  year,  thereby  materially  assisting 
in  effecting  the  nomination  of  his  friend  and  townsman,  Mr.  Book- 
waiter,  for  the  governorship,  over  Theodore  J.  Cook,  the  candidate 
favored  by  Senator  Pendleton. 

It  was  during  the  preliminaries  of  this  campaign  for  the  nomina- 
tion of  Mr.  Bookwalter  that  Mr.  Constantine  became  associated  with 
Henry  B.  Payne,  afterwards  United  States  senator,  and  established 
a firm  friendship.  He  had  gone  to  Cleveland  to  seek  the  support  of 
Mr.  Payne  for  Mr.  Bookwalter,  in  preference  to  the  Pendleton  can- 
didate, as  likewise  the  assistance  of  Mr.  John  H.  Farley,  then  mayor 
of  the  city  of  Cleveland.  Mr.  Constantine  was  on  his  way  to  call  on 
Mr.  Payne,  in  company  with  Mayor  Farley,  when  they  were  told  of 
the  assassination  of  President  Garfield,  and,  at  the  conference  that  fol- 
lowed, the  fear  was  expressed  that  the  very  proper  wave  of  popular 
sympathy  and  sorrow  which  would  sweep  the  country,  in  the  wake 
of  the  news  of  the  President’s  assassination,  would  bring  victory  to 
the  Republican  standard  in  the  coming  ejection.  The  Garfield  inci- 
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dent  resulted  as  had  been  foreseen  at  the  Cleveland  conference,  but 
Mr.  Bookwalter  was  defeated  by  only  twenty-four  thousand  votes,  a 
remarkable  showing,  especially  in  view  of  the  fact  that  Ohio,  in  those 
days,  was  normally  Republican  by  several  times  that  number. 

Following  his  successful  management  of  the  Bookwalter  nomi- 
nation, Mr.  Constantine’s  strength  grew  so  that  he  was  made  a mem- 
ber of  the  Democratic  State  Central  Committee  the  following  year 
and,  in  1883,  serving  as  well  upon  the  State  Executive  Committee, 
and  as  a delegate  in  the  State  Convention.  That  year  saw  the  begin- 
ning of  the  fight  that  won  the  Democratic  nomination  for  governor 
away  from  Gen.  Durbin  Ward  of  Lebanon,  and  gave  it  to  Judge 
George  Hoadly  of  Cincinnati;  and  it  also  saw  the  beginning  of  the 
intra-party  contest  that  cost  Mr.  Pendleton  his  place  in  the  United 
States  Senate. 

Mr.  Constantine  was  very  active  in  party  politics  at  just  this 
time.  Considerable  bitterness  had  grown  out  of  the  campaign  for 
Mr.  Bookwalter’s  nomination,  both  on  the  part  of  the  Cleveland  con- 
tingent, and  of  Mr.  Constantine.  John  R.  McLean,  proprietor  of  the 
Cincinnati  Enquirer , had  commenced  to  organize  opposition  to  the  re- 
election  of  Senator  Pendleton,  and  Mr.  Constantine  called  a confer- 
ence of  Mr.  McLean,  Mr.  Oliver  H.  Payne  of  Cleveland,  and  Mayor 
Farley,  at  his  home  in  Springfield,  at  which  it  was  agreed  that  Messrs. 
Payne  and  Farley  were  to  look  after  the  northern  part  of  the  state, 
Mr.  McLean  the  southern  part,  and  Mr.  Constantine  the  central  part, 
in  opposition  to  Mr.  Pendleton. 

Judge  Hoadly  was  friendly  to  the  reelection  of  his  townsman. 
Senator  Pendleton.  Mr.  Constantine,  and  the  Cleveland  contingent, 
favored  the  nomination  of  Judge  Hoadly  for  governor,  but  Mr.  Mc- 
Lean, whose  sole  purpose  was  the  defeat  of  Senator  Pendleton,  felt 
constrained  to  oppose  Judge  Hoadly.  Mr.  Constantine  arranged 
that  Judge  Hoadly  should  remain  neutral  in  the  senatorial  contest, 
which  the  latter  frankly  explained  to  Mr.  Pendleton,  who  assented. 
This  rendered  it  unnecessary  for  Mr.  McLean  to  continue  his  oppo- 
sition to  Hoadly’s  candidacy.  The  field  thus  having  been  cleared. 
Judge  Hoadly  was  readily  nominated  for  the  governorship,  afterwards 
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defeating  J.  B.  Foraker  for  election.  A Democratic  Legislature  also 
having  been  elected,  the  expected  bitter  contest  for  the  United  States 
senatorship  ensued,  and  resulted  in  the  selction  of  Henry  B.  Payne. 

The  presidential  campaign  of  1884,  which  resulted  in  the  elec- 
tion of  Grover  Cleveland  to  his  first  term  as  President,  was  just  begin- 
ning when  Mr.  Constantine,  leaving  his  place  on  the  State  Central 
Committee,  became  a member  and  the  treasurer  of  the  State  Execu- 
tive Committee.  Allen  G.  Thurman  was  a candidate  for  the  presi- 
dential nomination  against  Mr.  Cleveland  that  year,  and  every  effort 
was  made  to  deliver  Ohio’s  solid  delegation  for  him  at  the  National 
Convention  in  Chicago.  In  those  days  New  York  was  the  pivotal 
state  which  it  was  absolutely  necessary  the  Democracy  should  carry 
before  there  could  be  a possibility  of  electing  its  presidential  candidate. 
Mr.  Constantine  was  a delegate  to  this  National  Convention  and,  with 
certain  of  his  associates  in  the  delegation,  felt  that  it  would  be  vain  to 
nominate  Mr.  Thurman,  since  there  was  no  likelihood  of  his  being 
able  to  carry  New  York;  whereas  there  was  a strong  probability  that 
Mr.  Cleveland  could, — made  formidable  as  the  latter  had  been  by 
the  prestige  of  a recent  defeat  of  his  Republican  opponent  for  the  gov- 
ernorship of  New  York  by  a majority  of  194,000.  Moreover,  the 
Democracy  of  Ohio  seemed  certain  of  defeat  in  the  coming  October 
election  for  state  officers,  which  preceded  the  national  election  for 
president  in  November.  This  would  have  seriously  affected  Mr. 
Thurman’s  prestige,  had  he  been  the  presidential  candidate.  For 
these  reasons,  Mr.  Constantine,  together  with  such  men  as  John  C. 
Riley  of  Cincinnati,  Paul  Sorg  of  Middletown,  John  H.  Farley  and 
Robert  H.  Blee,  then  mayor  of  Cleveland,  supported  Mr.  Cleveland 
steadfastly  for  the  nomination. 

For  his  work  in  this  respect,  and  later  during  the  Cleveland  cam- 
paign, Mr.  Constantine  won  the  friendship  and  commendation  of  Wil- 
liam C.  Whitney  and  Daniel  Manning  of  New  York,  who  together 
had  practically  managed  all  of  Mr.  Cleveland’s  political  affairs  from 
the  time  he  was  elected  Sheriff  of  Erie  County  until  he  entered  the 
White  House,  both  becoming  members  of  his  cabinet. 

Shortly  after  the  election  of  Mr.  Cleveland,  Mr.  Constantine 
moved  from  the  state  and  was  absent  several  years.  His  first  im- 
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portant  political  work  after  his  return  was  in  connection  with  his  es- 
pousal of  the  cause  of  the  Hon.  John  A.  McMahon  in  his  contest  with 
Calvin  S.  Brice  for  the  United  States  senatorship,  in  1889.  It  was 
the  first  defeat  in  which  Mr.  Constantine  participated,  for  Mr.  Brice 
was  chosen  despite  the  utmost  efforts  of  Mr.  McMahon’s  host  of  de- 
voted friends. 

In  1892,  Mr.  Constantine  was  again  chosen  a delegate  to  the 
Democratic  National  Convention  at  Chicago,  which  again  nominated 
Grover  Cleveland. 

In  1903,  the  forces  that  were  behind  Tom  L.  Johnson,  who  was 
about  to  be  nominated  for  governor  at  the  time,  desired  to  nominate 
Mr.  John  W.  Bookwalter  for  the  United  States  senatorship.  Mr. 
Bookwalter  declined  to  allow  the  use  of  his  name,  but  it  became 
known  that  some  of  the  Johnson  forces  had  determined  to  use  it.  He 
sent  Mr.  Constantine  to  Columbus  to  prevent  its  being  brought  before 
the  state  convention,  which  the  latter  was  finally  able  to  do. 

In  1904,  certain  interests  in  New  York  urged  Mr.  Bookwalter 
to  allow  them  to  present  his  name  to  the  Democratic  National  Con- 
vention for  the  Vice-Presidential  nomination.  Mr.  Bookwalter  de- 
clined and  again  delegated  Mr.  Constantine  to  go  to  St.  Louis  and 
prevent  such  use  of  his  name. 

Since  that  time  Mr.  Constantine  has  practically  retired  from 
politics,  though  he  has  continued  many  of  the  other  activities  that  have 
made  him  well  known  throughout  the  country. 

During  the  years  1883  and  1884,  while  mayor  of  Springfield, 
his  activities  in  his  home  city  were  something  of  an  index  to  the  ver- 
satility of  his  work  throughout  his  life.  Besides  other  less  notable 
achievements,  he  originated,  fathered,  and  brought  to  a successful  con- 
clusion, a campaign  for  the  erection  of  a model  city  building  and  mar- 
ket house  combined.  The  building  was  completed  a few  years  later, 
and  is  still  conceded  to  be  the  most  commodious  and  practical  muni- 
cipal market  in  the  world. 

As  long  ago  as  1 894,  he  became  one  of  the  leaders  in  what  has 
since  grown  to  be  the  popular  “Parks  and  Playgrounds  Movement.” 
He  was  active  then  in  the  development  of  interests  at  Peoria,  111.,  and 
during  his  residence  there,  he  promoted  the  park  system  of  that  place. 
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Before  he  had  finished  the  work,  he  had  laid  out  the  famous  Prospect 
Boulevard,  which  has  become  famous  throughout  the  world,  and  had 
planned  the  entire  park  system  of  the  city,  being  known  as  its 
“father.”  His  love  of  outdoor  life  and  his  talents  for  showing  the 
beauties  of  Nature  to  the  best  advantage,  were  repeatedly  made  use 
of  in  other  fields.  He  helped  choose  the  sites  upon  which  the  Odd 
Fellows  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias  erected  their  state  homes  in 
Springfield.  Each  of  these  immense  buildings,  housing  hundreds  of 
well  fed  and  well  behaved  orphans,  sits  upon  a high  hill  overlooking 
Springfield,  and  each  building  is  a monument  to  the  influence  that  Mr. 
Constantine  was  able  to  wield  in  the  contests  between  cities  as  to  which 
should  become  the  honored  sites  of  the  institutions. 

Peoria,  111.,  and  Springfield,  O.,  are  reputed  to  have  country 
clubs  that  are  to  be  counted  among  the  dozen  most  beautiful  in  the 
world,  in  point  of  natural  advantages,  and  it  is  only  another  indication 
of  Mr.  Constantine’s  talent  in  this  respect,  when  it  is  known  that  he 
was  an  organizer  of  each  of  these  clubs,  and,  in  each  instance,  was 
largely  instrumental  in  the  selection  of  the  sites  upon  which  they  were 
located. 

He  was  no  less  prominent  as  a factor  in  the  pioneer  days  of  Ohio’s 
industrial  growth.  He  was  an  officer  and  director  in  plants  which  later 
grew  to  be  among  the  most  important  in  the  country.  He  was  asso- 
ciated with  the  Hon.  O.  S.  Kelly  in  the  development  of  The  O.  S. 
Kelly  Company;  which  now  operates  one  of  the  two  or  three  largest 
piano  plate  foundries  in  the  world.  Again,  he  assisted  Mr.  Book- 
waiter  in  the  organization  of  the  Bookwalter  Steel  and  Iron  Company, 
which  exploited  an  improved  process  for  the  manufacture  of  steel.  He 
was  a director  in  The  James  Leffel  Company  of  Springfield,  also  a 
Bookwalter  enterprise,  which  pioneered  the  field  of  water  turbines, 
Mr.  Leffel  and  Mr.  Bookwalter  being  credited  with  inventions  that 
revolutionized  the  business  of  extracting  the  power  from  falling  water, 
opening  the  way  to  an  enormous  utilization  of  one  of  Nature’s  formerly 
wasted  resources. 

Throughout  his  life  Mr.  Constantine  has  been  the  valued  friend 
and  intimate  of  men  of  every  taste  and  every  occupation.  While  he 
resided  in  Chicago  during  the  seventies,  he  was  the  host  and  dinner 
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companion  of  many  famous  artists,  actors  and  authors  of  the  day.  His 
intimacy  with  members  of  the  bohemian  life  of  the  city,  is  shown  by 
the  fact  that  he  was  at  that  time  the  attorney  for  every  theater  in  Chi- 
cago, with  the  single  exception  of  McVickers. 

Mr.  Constantine  is  now  sixty-six  years  of  age,  is  a member  of  the 
bar  of  Ohio  and  Illinois,  is  a thirty-second  degree  Mason,  a member 
of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  an  Elk,  and  a Life  Member  of  the  Royal  Order 
of  Moose. 

His  father,  Philip  Constantine,  and  his  mother  Louise  (Retsch) 
Constantine,  came  to  America  from  Germany,  though  the  father  is  of 
French  descent;  and  their  son,  Charles  W.,  was  born  in  Reading, 
Berks  County,  Pa.,  on  Christmas  day,  1846.  He  was  educated  in 
the  schools  and  academies  of  Indiana,  where  his  parents  had  moved 
when  he  was  a small  boy,  after  having  first  located  for  a short  time  in 
Cincinnati.  Mr.  Constantine  lived  in  Indiana  until  his  father  arranged 
to  apprentice  him  to  an  apothecary  in  Springfield,  O.  This  apothecary 
was  Asa  S.  Bushnell,  who  grew  first  to  be  one  of  the  owners  of  The 
Warder,  Bushnell,  and  Glessner  Company,  whose  plant  is  now  one 
of  the  largest  of  those  composing  the  International  Harvester  Com- 
pany of  America.  Later  Mr.  Bushnell  served  two  terms  as  Governor 
of  Ohio. 

Mr.  Constantine  did  not  relish  the  work  of  concocting  “vile  com- 
pounds and  bitter  mixtures,’*  so  he  left  Springfield  and  went  to  study 
law  in  the  offices  of  Charles  M.  Hardy  of  Chicago.  In  1872  he  was 
admitted  to  the  Illinois  Bar,  and  practiced  law  in  Chicago.  His 
father  had  become  connected  with  the  Whitely,  Fassler  and  Kelly 
reaper  industries  in  Springfield,  and  Mr.  Constantine  had,  through  him, 
become  acquainted  with  Miss  Barbara  Fassler,  to  whom  he  was  mar- 
ried in  1876,  on  February  22nd.  After  marriage,  he  continued  his 
residence  in  Chicago  for  two  years,  and  then  returned,  in  1 878,  to 
Springfield,  being  admitted  at  that  time,  to  practice  law  in  the  Ohio 
courts. 

While  his  activities  have  been  too  many  and  too  varied  for  the 
biographer  to  do  more  than  sketch  in  general  outline,  to  have  done 
them  all,  and  to  have  done  them  well,  is  to  have  lived  more  completely, 
more  broadly,  and  more  usefully,  than  is  the  privilege  of  most  men. 
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MICHAEL  Cahill  was  born  in  Euphemia,  in  Harrison  Town- 
ship, Preble  County,  Ohio,  September  13,  1861.  He  attended  the 
district  school  in  the  winter  and  in  the  summer  worked  upon  a farm. 
He  then  attended  Lewisburg  High  School  for  one  year  and  The 
Western  Ohio  Normal  and  Business  Institute  for  about  two  years. 
This  normal  school  was  at  that  time  located  at  his  native  town  of 
Euphemia  and  for  several  years  was  a very  thriving  Institution  and 
many  of  its  pupils  are  now  holding  high  positions  in  various  states  of 
the  Union.  Mr.  Cahill  began  teaching  school  in  the  spring  of  1882 
and  taught  in  all  for  a period  of  about  eight  years.  He  was  employed 
as  a clerk  in  the  general  store  of  F.  J.  Wilson  of  Lewisburg,  Preble 
County,  Ohio,  for  a period  of  about  one  year.  While  many  of  the 
summers  of  Mr.  Cahill’s  early  life  were  spent  upon  a farm,  he  worked 
one  summer  in  a brick  yard,  and  worked  for  some  time  with  his  brother 
John,  who  was  a stone  cutter,  learning  said  trade.  In  the  fall  of  1 889 
Mr.  Cahill  was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Harrison  Township,  and 
soon  after  moving  from  Euphemia  to  Lewisburg  he  was  elected  Cor- 
poration Clerk  of  that  village.  He  then  determined  to  take  up  the 
study  of  law  and  from  that  time  he  pursued  his  law  studies  under  the 
direction  and  tutorship  of  the  law  firm  of  Gilmore  & Freeman  of  Eaton, 
Preble  County,  Ohio.  This  was  ten  miles  distant  from  Mr.  Cahill’s 
home,  but  he  found  time  to  go  to  and  from  said  office  while  thus  pur- 
suing his  course  in  the  law,  and  in  order  to  meet  his  expenses  incident 
to  completing  a course  in  law,  in  addition  to  his  official  duties,  engaged 
in  the  selling  of  monuments,  and  collecting  the  delinquent  taxes  of  his 
township  under  the  appointment  of  John  Musselman,  who  was  then 
County  Treasurer  of  Preble  County,  Ohio. 

After  pursuing  his  course  of  study  in  the  law  under  the  guidance 
and  direction  of  the  said  firm  of  Gilmore  & Freeman,  until  the  fall  of 
1892,  he  then  resigned  his  position  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  entered 
the  Cincinnati  Law  School,  having  successfully  passed  an  examination 
at  said  Law  School.  He  entered  the  Senior  year  and  graduated  from 
said  school  in  1 893,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Columbus,  Ohio, 
a few  days  later.  A few  months  later  he  located  in  Dayton,  took  up 
the  practice  of  his  profession  and  selling  real  estate.  He  was  very 
successful  until  the  panic  began  to  interfere  with  business.  Returning 
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to  his  native  place  he  again  taught  school  for  two  years  at  Lewisburg. 
In  1899  he  was  elected  Prosecuting  Attorney  of  Preble  County  for 
a term  of  three  years  and  moved  to  Eaton  where  he  formed  a law 
partnership  with  A.  M.  Crisler.  He  was  the  first  Democratic  Pros- 
ecuting Attorney  ever  elected  in  Preble  County.  At  the  end  of  his 
first  term  in  1902  he  was  reelected  and  in  1905  was  again  reelected, 
although  Preble  County  is  a Republican  county.  At  the  expiration 
of  his  third  term  he  returned  to  the  practice  of  law  in  the  firm  of  Crisler 
& Cahill.  In  the  year  1910  Mr.  Cahill  was  elected  to  the  state  senate 
from  the  Third  Senatorial  District,  which  includes  Preble  and  Mont- 
gomery counties.  During  his  term  in  the  Senate  he  drafted  and  in- 
troduced an  agriculture  bill  making  agriculture  one  of  the  branches  of 
study  in  all  schools  outside  of  cities.  This  bill  was  passed  and  is  now 
in  force.  Mr.  Cahill  has  always  favored  the  popular  election  of 
United  States  Senators,  but  strongly  objects  to  some  phases  of  the  bill 
as  first  drafted.  He  has  attended  many  county,  senatorial,  judicial, 
congressional  and  state  conventions  and  is  known  all  over  the  state  as 
an  ardent  Democrat.  In  July,  1889,  Michael  Cahill  married  Mar- 
garet Belle  Mills  of  Montgomery  County.  They  have  one  son,  Clyde 
Cahill. 

Bent  Cahill,  son  of  John  E.  and  Hannah  Cahill,  was  born 
March  16,  1854,  and  received  his  early  education  in  the  common 
schools.  After  his  school  days  he  was  engaged  in  farming  until  thirty- 
five  years  of  age  when  he  became  a hardware  merchant.  After  three 
years  in  the  hardware  business  he  took  up  banking,  in  which  he  has  been 
engaged  for  the  last  twenty  years  and  is  now  president  of  the  Farmers* 
Deposit  Bank  at  Richwood,  Ohio. 

Mr.  Cahill  has  always  been  a consistent  Democrat  and  for  sev- 
eral years  served  as  a member  of  the  county  executive  committee  in 
Union  County,  and  for  about  fifteen  years  was  a regular  attendant  at 
state  conventions. 

On  March  12,  1874,  Bent  Cahill  married  Levina  Howland. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity. 
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PATRICK  A.  Carr  was  born  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  March  17th, 
1881.  When  he  was  two  months  old  his  parents  moved  to  Zanes- 
ville where  he  has  resided  ever  since.  He  attended  the  St.  Thomas 
School  until  sixteen  years  of  age,  when  he  entered  the  Zanesville  Busi- 
ness College  and  took  a course  in  bookkeeping  and  penmanship,  after 
which  he  took  a position  as  agent  for  the  American  Express  Company. 
Then  he  went  over  to  the  Adams  Express  Company  and  was  located 
at  Wheeling,  West  Virginia.  From  there  he  was  transferred  to  the 
Pittsburg  office  as  bill  clerk.  After  a time  he  returned  to  Zanesville 
and  was  cashier  and  bill  clerk  for  the  Adams  Express  Company  for 
ten  years,  after  which  he  went  into  business  for  himself,  purchasing  the 
fire  insurance  business  of  John  W.  Steiner  and  forming  a partnership 
with  Thomas  W.  Lynn. 

Mr.  Carr  was  an  active  Democrat  before  he  was  old  enough  to 
vote  and  at  twenty-one  was  made  Register  Clerk.  He  was  secretary 
of  the  Democratic  county  committee  five  years,  secretary  of  the  work- 
house  committee  and  secretary  to  the  Deputy  Superintendent  of  the 
Board  of  Elections.  He  has  attended  many  county  and  state  con- 
ventions and  was  delegate  to  the  state  convention  which  nominated 
John  M.  Pattison  for  Governor  and  to  both  conventions  at  which  Har- 
mon received  his  nominations.  He  has  also  attended  several  con- 
gressional conventions.  He  was  appointed  by  Tom  L.  Johnson  to 
the  position  of  Assistant  Sergeant-at-Arms  of  the  Democratic  National 
Convention  at  Denver  in  1908.  He  has  been  in  many  political  fights 
and  has  always  come  out  a winner.  He  is  now  a candidate  for  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  city  of  Zanesville. 

Mr.  Carr  is  a member  of  Zanesville  Lodge  No.  1 14  B.  P.  O.  E. 
and  was  its  secretary  for  five  years.  He  is  also  a member  of  the 
Ancient  Order  of  Hibernians  and  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  of 
which  he  was  secretary  of  the  local  lodge  for  three  years. 

On  October  10th,  1904,  Patrick  A.  Carr  marrired  Edith  God- 
frey of  Zanesville.  Mr.  Carr’s  parents  were  Morgan  A.  and  Mary 
E.  (McGonagle)  Carr.  Morgan  A.  Carr  is  one  of  the  staunch  Dem- 
ocrats of  Muskingum  County  and  is  noted  for  his  reputation  of  never 
having  scratched  his  ticket. 
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John  E.  Canty  was  born  in  McArthur,  Vinton  County,  Ohio, 
in  1863.  He  attended  the  schools  in  Zaleski,  Ohio,  and  began  his 
active  business  career  as  a hardware  merchant.  In  1886  he  moved 
to  Logan  and  in  1 890  embarked  in  the  merchant  tailoring  business,  but 
subsequently  he  went  to  work  for  J.  J.  Snider  in  the  lumber  business, 
in  January,  1895.  In  1904  Mr.  Snider  died  and  Mr.  Canty  was  ap- 
pointed administrator  of  the  estate,  giving  bond  for  $125,000.00. 
Under  his  management  the  business  was  revived  and  became  the  Snider 
Manufacturing  Company,  manufacturers  of  furniture,  of  which  Mr. 
Canty  is  secretary  and  treasurer. 

Mr.  Canty  is  a representative  Democrat  and  has  been  honored 
several  times  by  his  party  in  Logan.  He  was  elected  member  of  the 
city  council  in  1907  and  was  President  pro  tern  of  the  council  in  1908. 
He  was  chairman  of  the  Democratic  conference  committee  and  is  now 
and  has  been  for  a number  of  years  Representative  Secretary  of  the 
County  Executive  Committees.  He  has  been  sent  as  delegate  to  state, 
senatorial  and  congressional  conventions  where  he  has  always  been  an 
active  and  successful  worker. 

Mr.  Canty’s  parents  were  Patrick  and  Bridget  Canty,  both 
natives  of  County  Cork,  Ireland.  In  1903  John  E.  Canty  married 
Magdalena  Crantz,  at  Logan,  Ohio.  They  have  one  son,  John 
Joseph  Canty. 

Mr.  Canty  is  a member  of  the  Columbus  Lodge  Knights  of  Co- 
lumbus, in  which  he  is  a third  degree  Knight.  He  is  also  a member  of 
the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  is  Past  Exalted 
Ruler  of  the  Elks  Lodge  No.  452.  He  served  on  the  committee  of 
St.  John’s  Roman  Catholic  Church  for  a number  of  years. 

C.  S.  CAMPBELL,  M.D.,  one  of  the  best  known  Democrats  and 
the  leading  physician  of  Northwestern  Ohio,  was  born  at  Ridgeville, 
Henry  County,  Ohio,  January  27,  1872.  He  attended  the  common 
schools  in  Plenry  and  Fulton  Counties  until  fourteen  years  of  age  when 
he  took  a course  in  the  Ohio  Northern  University  at  Ada.  He  also 
attended  a military  academy  in  North  Carolina  after  which  he  took  a 
scientific  course  at  Bethany  College.  With  this  preparation  he  entered 
the  Detroit  College  of  Medicine  in  1891  and  was  graduated  in  1894. 
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He  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Tedrow  with  his  father  and 
took  a post-graduate  course  of  two  years  in  Chicago,  making  a special 
study  of  the  ear  and  throat.  In  1905  he  opened  his  office  in  Wauseon 
where  he  gives  a great  deal  of  his  attention  to  special  work  and  sur- 
gery. 

For  years  Dr.  Campbell  has  taken  a prominent  part  in  Demo- 
cratic work,  in  fact,  he  was  active  in  politics  before  he  became  of  age. 
He  has  long  been  a member  of  the  county  organization,  serving  on  both 
the  central  and  executive  committee  and  is  at  present  a member  of  the 
latter.  He  has  been  a delegate  to  all  conventions  for  years  and  has 
been  nominated  for  office  many  times  but  the  county  has  been  too  heav- 
ily Republican  for  a Democrat  to  carry  an  election. 

Dr.  Campbell’s  father  was  also  a physician  and  an  active  Demo- 
crat. He  was  a native  of  Pennsylvania  but  located  in  Henry  County, 
Ohio,  in  1871.  He  subsequently  moved  to  Fulton  County  where  he 
was  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  until  the  time  of  his  death 
in  November,  1904.  He  married  Sarah  Hilda  Schofield  who  died 
in  1895.  Dr.  Campbell  was  their  only  child  who  grew  to  maturity. 

Dr.  C.  W.  CONLEY  was  born  near  Feesburg,  Brown  County, 
Ohio,  June  3,  1864.  In  1870  his  parents  moved  to  Eaton  and  he  re- 
ceived his  early  education  in  the  common  schools  of  Preble  County. 
In  1885  he  entered  the  Cincinnati  Eclectic  Medical  School  where  he 
studied  for  some  time  and  then  completed  his  course  at  the  University 
of  Chicago.  After  graduating  he  commenced  the  practice  of  his 
profession  in  Eaton,  Ohio,  where  he  still  resides. 

In  1905  Dr.  Conley  was  the  nominee  of  the  Democratic  Party 
for  state  senator  from  the  Third  Senatorial  District,  but  failed  of 
election,  although  he  carried  Preble  County  by  930,  overcoming  a 
normal  Republican  majority  of  1,000.  He  has  attended  many 
county,  congressional  and  state  conventions  as  a delegate  and  is  widely 
known  in  Ohio.  He  has  been  a consistent  worker  for  his  party 
for  the  past  twenty-five  years.  In  1887  Dr.  C.  W.  Conley  married 
Elmetta  Curry  of  Eaton.  They  have  two  children,  Laura  M.  and 
Fern. 
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Charles  L.  CASSINGHAM,  one  of  the  best  known  among  the 
prominent  business  men  of  Ohio,  was  born  in  Coshocton  County,  this 
state,  February  9,  1865,  and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  place.  In  1 887  he  became  a clerk  in  the  office  of  his  father, 
who  was  a coal  operator  with  headquarters  at  Coshocton.  Three 
years  later,  or  in  1 890,  he  became  a coal  operator  on  his  own  account. 

While  he  continued  his  residence  in  Coshocton  County  Mr. 
Cassingham  took  a very  active  part  in  political  affairs  and  was  recog- 
nized as  a Democratic  leader  in  the  Eastern  part  of  the  state.  From 
1898  to  1901  he  was  continuously  a member  of  the  Coshocton  County 
central  and  executive  committees  and  during  that  time  was  frequently 
a delegate  to  state,  congressional  and  judicial  conventions,  in  which 
he  took  an  active  part,  being  distinctly  prominent  in  some  of  them. 
In  the  early  90*s  he  served  two  terms  as  township  clerk  but  has  never 
been  a candidate  for  any  other  office.  Since  leaving  Coshocton  County 
he  has  not  been  active  in  politics,  his  greatly  increased  business  in- 
terests drawing  too  heavily  upon  his  time  to  allow  him  the  leisure  for 
public  affairs.  He  still  continues  to  take  a warm  interest  in  the  Demo- 
cratic Party,  however,  but  is  a conservative  in  his  political  views  and 
not  in  sympathy  with  ultra-progressive  men  or  measures. 

In  November,  1901,  Mr.  Cassingham  removed  to  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  since  which  time  he  has  extended  his  coal  interests  to  Tuscarawas 
County,  Ohio,  and  large,  undeveloped  coal  territory  in  West  Vir- 
ginia. He  has  a wide  acquaintance  throughout  the  state  among  lead- 
ing men  of  all  parties  and  is  one  of  the  best  and  most  favorably  known 
coal  operators  in  the  bituminous  industry  in  the  United  States.  Also 
he  enjoys  the  good  will  of  the  miners  and  organized  labor  leaders  of 
the  country,  and  has  been  prominent  in  all  wage  conferences  between 
the  coal  operators  and  the  Miners*  Union  since  1894,  being  selected 
as  the  Ohio  operator  on  scale  committees  in  nearly  every  case. 

Mr.  Cassingham’s  parents  were  John  W.  and  Caroline  Cassing- 
ham. In  July,  1888,  he  was  married  to  Ursula  Goodwin  who  died  in 
March,  1901.  In  January,  1905,  he  married  Almeda  Larrabee. 
Mr.  Cassingham  is  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  the  B.  P.  O.  E. 
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DANIEL  Otho  Castle  was  one  of  the  leading  Democrats  of 
Crawford  County,  as  well  as  one  of  its  most  representative  men  He 
was  bom  one  mile  west  of  Leesville,  Ohio,  January  13th,  1845,  and 
was  the  son  of  Elisha  and  Phoebe  A.  (Marshall)  Castle.  At  the 
age  of  seventeen  he  went  out  to  fight  for  the  cause  of  the  Union  in  the 
Civil  War,  enlisting  August  4th,  1862,  in  Company  E,  101st  Ohio 
Volunteer  Infantry.  That  regiment  saw  much  active  service  and  he  par- 
ticipated in  all  its  battles  up  to  Chickamauga,  where  he  was  wounded. 
In  December,  1863,  he  was  granted  a sick  furlough,  but  before  its 
expiration  reported  for  duty  at  Nashville,  Tenn.  He  was  transferred 
to  the  Veteran  Reserve  Corps  and  served  in  Company  I,  V.  R.  C., 
until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  honorably  mustered  out  of  service 
July  20th,  1865,  at  Plattsburg,  N.  Y.  Subsequently  he  was  one  of 
the  charter  members  of  Encampment  No.  143,  U.  V.  L.,  of  Gabon, 
and  was  a member  of  that  organization  up  to  the  time  of  his  death. 

After  the  war  Mr.  Castle  learned  the  trade  of  shoemaker,  which 
he  followed  for  many  years,  but  finally  gave  it  up  to  embark  in  the 
mercantile  business.  Being  elected  County  Recorder,  he  disposed  of 
his  commercial  interests  and  after  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office 
engaged  in  the  insurance  and  pension  business  along  with  the  ab- 
stracting of  titles.  In  the  later  years  of  his  life  he  was  engaged  in 
the  insurance  business  under  the  firm  name  of  D.  O.  Castle  & Son. 

Mr.  Castle  was  a staunch  Democrat,  always  loyal  to  the  Party 
and  a hard  worker  in  its  ranks.  He  was  highly  appreciated  by  his 
fellow  Democrats  and  was  frequently  honored  by  being  elected  to  pub- 
lic office.  While  a resident  of  Leesville  he  served  at  different  times 
as  Mayor,  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  Postmaster.  In  1878  he  was 
elected  County  Recorder  and  filled  that  office  with  ability  for  six 
years.  Three  years  before  retiring  from  the  office  of  Recorder  he 
moved  to  Galion.  In  1890  he  was  Assistant  Decennial  Land  Ap- 
praiser and  after  that  served  as  Assessor  of  the  First  Ward.  Then 
he  was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Post  Township  and  served  two 
terms.  From  1895  to  1899  he  represented  the  First  Ward  in  the 
city  council  and  from  1901  to  1903  he  was  councilman  for  the  Second 
Ward.  In  1 898  he  was  elected  Chief  Clerk  of  the  Ohio  State  Senate 
without  any  solicitation  on  his  part,  the  ejection  being  made  at  the 
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suggestion  of  Senator  H.  E.  Valentine.  This  election  was  a great 
tribute  to  the  worth  and  popularity  of  Mr.  Castle  and  the  manner  in 
which  he  discharged  the  duties  of  his  office  subsequently  drew  the 
commendation  of  the  Republican  Press  of  Columbus. 

Before  Mr.  Castle’s  term  as  Clerk  of  the  Senate  expired  he  was 
elected  Representative  for  Crawford  County  to  the  State  Legisla- 
ture and  served  in  the  75th  and  76th  General  Assemblies.  He  proved 
himslf  a wise  and  able  legislator  and  upon  the  expiration  of  his  terms 
was  elected  Mayor  of  Gabon  and  was  the  first  Mayor  under  the 
present  form  of  government  in  that  city.  His  term  of  office  extended 
from  May  1st,  1903,  to  January  1st,  1906.  That  was  his  last  public 
office.  He  died  November  10th,  1907. 

Mr.  Castle’s  service  to  the  Democratic  Party  included  many 
years  on  the  county  central  and  executive  committees  and  he  was 
chairman  of  the  latter  committee  during  the  first  Bryan  campaign  in 
1896.  The  ability  which  he  displayed  during  that  campaign  caused 
him  to  be  retained  at  the  head  of  the  committee  for  several  years. 
Daniel  Otho  Castle  was  married  to  Anne  E.  Smith  of  Leesville,  July 
4th,  1866.  Of  their  eight  children  six  grew  to  maturity.  They  are: 
Mrs.  Laura  Hoffmire  of  Gabon,  Jacob  F.  Castle  of  Cleveland,  Clay- 
ton A.  Castle  of  Gabon,  Miss  Gertrude  Castle  of  Cleveland,  and  Miss 
Zoa  Castle  of  Gabon. 

Charles  B.  ChilcOTE,  Sheriff  of  Morrow  County,  was  born 
in  Harmony  Township,  Morrow  County,  Ohio,  September  17,  1875. 
He  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  and  the  high  school  and  at 
the  age  of  twenty-one  became  actively  engaged  in  farming  and  so 
continued  for  eleven  years.  He  then  moved  to  Cardington  and  em- 
barked in  the  live  stock  business. 

Mr.  Chilcote  has  always  been  an  active  Democrat  and  is  a 
familiar  figure  at  Democratic  conventions  not  only  in  his  own  county 
but  also  in  his  district.  Fie  has  filled  township  offices  for  years  and 
is  a member  of  both  the  Executive  and  Central  Committee.  In  1908 
he  was  the  Democratic  candidate  for  Sheriff  and  was  elected  by  the 
very  flattering  majority  of  600.  He  has  made  an  admirable  official 
and  in  1910  was  reelected  to  office.  He  has  never  sought  preferment 
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but  has  a keen  insight  into  politics,  is  a man  of  tact  and  ability  as  well 
as  an  able  organizer,  and  nominations  have  come  to  him  unsought. 
Mr.  Chilcote  is  a high-up  Mason,  having  passed  to  the  Scottish  Rite 
and  being  a member  of  the  Eastern  Star  and  the  Order  of  Rebecca. 
He  is  also  an  Elk  and  an  Odd  Fellow. 

On  September  30,  1897,  Charles  B.  Chilcote  married  Myrtle, 
daughter  of  Col.  Freeman  Ulrey  of  Morrow  County.  They  have 
one  daughter,  Ruth,  born  November  5,  1903.  Mr.  Chilcote’s  parents 
were  Denton  and  Susan  (Sipes)  Chilcote.  Denton  Chilcote  is  also 
a Democrat  of  Morrow  County. 

Judge  Charles  E.  Critchfield. — The  bar  of  Ohio  is  graced 
by  the  membership  of  Judge  Charles  E.  Critchfield  of  Mt.  Vernon, 
who  at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years  stands  a tower  among  professional 
associates.  Fie  was  born  on  a farm  in  Coshocton  County.  When  a 
boy  of  seventeen  years  he  went  to  California  and  remained  there  for 
seven  years  before  returning  to  the  state  of  his  nativity.  He  then  took 
up  the  study  of  law  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1863.  He  has 
ever  since  practiced  his  profession  in  the  historic  city  of  Mt.  Vernon 
where  Vallandigham  was  first  accused  of  treasonable  utterances  simply 
because  he  criticized  the  administration  of  Abraham  Lincoln  and  the 
conduct  of  the  war  of  the  so-called  Rebellion.  His  activity  in  pol- 
itics in  1862  and  during  succeeding  years  led  to  his  election  as  Judge 
of  Probate  Court  in  1869  in  the  Hayes-Pendleton  gubernatorial 
campaign.  He  was  reelected  in  1872  and  reelected  again  in  1878. 
Judge  Critchfield  was  elected  a member  of  the  Legislature  from  Knox 
County  in  1889  and  voted  for  the  late  Calvin  S.  Brice  for  United 
State  Senator.  He  was  a delegate  to  the  Democratic  National  Con- 
vention in  1892,  voting  for  the  renomination  of  Grover  Cleveland.  In 
1893  he  was  appointed  by  Mr.  Cleveland  as  Postmaster  cf  the  city 
of  Mt.  Vernon,  serving  his  full  four  years’  term.  Judge  Critchfield 
lives  today,  honored  and  respected  by  his  neighbors.  He  is  one  of 
the  veteran  Democrats  of  Ohio.  He  has  helped  to  fight  the  battles 
of  his  party  and  of  his  country  and  lives  today  to  see  the  vindication 
of  the  principles  for  which  he  has  always  stood. 
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FRANK  J.  ClEMMER,  a prominent  business  man  and  Democrat 
of  Paulding  County,  was  born  on  a farm  in  Hicksville  Township, 
Paulding  County,  Ohio,  March  27,  1859.  He  attended  school  un- 
til eighteen  years  of  age  and  for  the  next  nine  years  was  actively  en- 
gaged in  farming.  He  was  then  elected  County  Commissioner  and 
held  that  office  for  six  years,  namely  from  1885  to  1891.  In  1892 
he  embarked  in  the  contract  and  lumber  business,  in  which  he  is  still 
engaged. 

Since  his  youth  Mr.  Clemmer  has  taken  an  active  interest  in 
the  Democratic  Party  and  while  quite  a young  man  became  a mem- 
ber of  the  County  Central  Committee  on  which  he  served  for  years. 
He  has  frequently  been  delegate  to  all  classes  of  conventions  from 
county  to  state  and  in  addition  to  the  office  of  County  Commissioner 
has  held  township  offices.  His  one  fraternal  organization  is  the 
Masonic  Order. 

On  January  23,  1 897,  Frank  J.  Clemmer  married  Mary,  daughter 
of  Hugh  and  Elizabeth  Elliott  of  Paulding  County.  Mr.  Elliott  was 
a prominent  Democrat  and  a highly  respected  citizen  who  died  in  1 883. 
Mr.  Clemmer’s  father  was  John  Clemmer  who  was  born  in  Virginia 
in  1810  and  came  to  Ohio  in  1836.  He  was  a farmer  by  occupa- 
tion and  died  in  1882  at  the  age  of  seventy-two.  His  wife’s  maiden 
name  was  Elizabeth  Allen,  a native  of  New  York  state,  who  sur- 
vived him  until  1903  when  she  died  in  her  eighty-fifth  year.  Their 
children  were  Mrs.  Sylvester  Shaw  and  Frank  J.  Clemmer. 


JOHN  H.  Clarke  became  a state  character  in  politics  in  1894. 
At  the  state  convention  at  Columbus  that  year  he  made  his  celebrated 
attack  on  the  United  States  Senate,  an  attack  which  was  inspired  by 
the  election  of  Senator  Brice,  who  was  present  and  occupied  a seat 
on  the  platform.  The  speech  was  in  favor  of  an  amendment  to  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  Resolutions  calling  for  the  election  of 
United  States  Senators  by  a direct  vote  of  the  people.  That  was 
eighteen  years  ago  and  today  the  question  of  the  election  of  United 
States  Senators  by  the  people  is  widely  advocated  as  a wholesome 
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political  reform  and  with  the  approval  of  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  is  now  in  process  of  submission  to  the  various  states 
for  action  in  the  manner  provided  by  the  Federal  Constitution. 

John  H.  Clarke  was  born  at  New  Lisbon,  (now  Lisbon),  Ohio, 
September  18,  1857.  His  father  was  one  of  the  most  prominent 
Democrats  in  northeastern  Ohio  and  was  also  an  able  lawyer.  He 
was  a native  of  Ireland  and  came  to  America  and  settled  in  New 
Lisbon  in  1830,  where  he  died  in  1884.  John  H.  Clarke  entered 
Western  Reserve  College,  then  at  Hudson,  when  sixteen  years  of  age 
and  was  graduated  with  honors  in  the  class  of  1877.  He  studied 
law  with  his  father  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1878.  For  two 
years  he  practiced  law  at  New  Lisbon,  but  in  1 880,  having  purchased 
a half  interest  in  the  Youngstown  Vindicator  he  moved  to  Youngs- 
town where  he  practiced  law  and  wrote  editorials  for  the  Vindicator. 
In  1882  he  sold  his  interest  in  the  newspaper,  but  later  he  and  four 
other  gentlemen  of  Youngstown  invested  in  the  Vindicator  and  made 
it  a daily  paper.  Mr.  Clarke  and  Mr.  Maag,  the  present  General 
Manager,  subsequently  purchased  the  interests  of  the  other  partners 
and  have  made  the  Vindicator  the  leading  Democratic  newspaper  in 
northeastern  Ohio.  In  1897  Mr.  Clarke  moved  to  Cleveland  and 
entered  the  law  firm  of  Williamson,  Cushing  & Clarke,  one  of  the 
leading  legal  firms  of  the  state.  In  1898  he  was  appointed  general 
counsel  for  the  N.  Y.  C.  & St.  L.  Rd.  Co.,  popularly  known  as  the 
Nickel  Plate  Railroad.  He  is  also  attorney  for  a number  of  other 
railroads  entering  Cleveland,  and  for  the  Pullman  Company.  In 
addition  to  his  railroad  and  corporation  clientage  Mr.  Clarke  has  long 
enjoyed  a large  general  and  miscellaneous  practice. 

For  twenty  years  Mr.  Clarke  has  been  prominent  in  the  Ohio 
Democracy.  In  1892  he  was  chairman  of  the  Congressional  Conven- 
tion of  the  Eighteenth  District  which  met  at  Alliance,  and  was  of- 
fered the  congressional  nomination  by  acclamation  which  he  declined, 
though  he  realized  that  the  nomination  that  year  was  equivalent  to 
an  election.  In  1893  he  was  second  in  the  balloting  for  Governor  at 
the  Cincinnati  Convention,  though  he  had  declined  to  allow  the  use 
of  his  name.  In  1896  he  was  the  delegate  from  the  Eighteenth  Dis- 
trict to  the  Democratic  National  Convention  at  Chicago,  but  disagreed 
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with  his  party  on  the  silver  question  and  was  chairman  of  the  state 
convention  of  the  National  Democratic  Party  which  met  at  Columbus 
that  year.  He  was  also  delegate-at-large  from  Ohio  to  the  National 
Convention  of  the  “Gold  Democrats”  at  Indianapolis,  which  nomi- 
nated Palmer  and  Buckner  for  President  and  Vice-President  that 
year.  In  1903  he  was  nominated  by  the  state  convention  for  United 
States  Senator  and  made  a determined  and  notable  campaign  against 
Senator  M.  A.  Hanna  in  which  he  repeatedly  challenged  Mr.  Hanna 
to  joint  debate  which  was  declined.  Mr.  Clarke  received  the  compli- 
mentary vote  of  the  Democratic  members  of  the  Legislature  the  fol- 
lowing January.  In  1904  he  was  delegate  from  the  Twenty-first  Dis- 
trict to  the  National  Convention  at  St.  Louis  which  nominated  Alton 
B.  Parker  for  President,  and  in  1912  he  was  a delegate-at-large  to 
the  National  Convention  at  Baltimore  which  nominated  Woodrow 
Wilson  for  President.  Mr.  Clarke  is  greatly  respected  for  his  ability 
and  high  character.  He  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  ablest  Democratic 
orators  in  the  state  and  his  services  are  always  in  demand  upon  the 
stump.  He  is  now  state  chairman  of  the  Short  Ballot  Association 
which  seeks  to  limit  the  number  of  men  elected  at  each  election  to  three 
or  four  instead  of  forty  or  fifty,  as  at  present,  a reform  which  is  at- 
tracting national  attention.  He  is  President  of  the  Perry’s  Victory 
Centennial  Commission  under  appointment  by  Governor  Har- 
mon and  is  also  an  active  Vice-President  of  the  Anti-Imperialist 
League  of  Boston.  Mr.  Clarke  has  always  given  much  time  to  the 
non-partisan  and  civic  movements  of  the  cities  in  which  he  has  lived, 
which  with  his  professional  and  political  activities  have  made  of  him 
a man  of  unusually  varied  interests  and  of  much  public,  though  largely 
non-official,  service. 

Hon.  John  Cox  Clark  was  born  on  a farm  in  Washington 
Township,  Darke  County,  January  17th,  1847,  and  attended  the 
country  schools  until  eighteen  years  of  age,  when  he  entered  Green- 
ville High  School,  where  he  studied  for  three  years.  He  then  re- 
turned to  farming  for  four  years,  teaching  school  in  the  winter  time. 
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On  October  1st,  1873,  he  commenced  reading  law  with  Calderwood 
& Cole,  in  Greenville,  Ohio,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  before  the 
District  Court  in  May,  1877.  On  February  13th,  1878,  he  formed 
a law  partnership  with  J.  E.  Breaden,  Jr.,  in  Greenville,  Ohio.  In 
October,  1883,  he  entered  into  law  partnership  with  General  Ander- 
son, with  whom  he  was  associated  for  two  years,  the  partnership 
terminating  when  General  Anderson  removed  to  Washington,  D.  C., 
to  open  an  office  in  that  city. 

Judge  Clark  is  one  of  the  best  known  Democrats  in  Western 
Ohio  and  has  done  a great  deal  for  the  prestige  of  his  party,  not  only 
in  his  own  community  but  throughout  the  Fourth  Congressional  District 
and  the  Second  Judicial  District,  where  his  character  and  ability  as 
a lawyer  and  jurist  are  well  known  and  fully  appreciated.  He  was 
elected  prosecuting  Attorney  for  Darke  County  in  1880  by  more 
than  1200  majority,  and  at  the  end  of  two  years  was  reelected  for 
another  term  of  three  years  with  an  increased  majority.  During  his 
incumbency  of  the  office  of  Prosecuting  Attorney  over  five  hundred 
indictments  were  returned  and  not  a single  one  of  the  convictions 
which  he  secured  was  ever  reversed — a record  rarely,  if  ever,  equalled 
in  this  state.  He  served  on  the  Executive  Committee  for  a number  of 
years  and  frequently  acted  as  chairman  of  that  body.  Also,  he  was 
a delegate  to  the  Congressional  Conventions  of  1884,  1886,  1890, 
1896,  1898  and  1902,  and  to  the  National  Convention  at  Chicago 
in  1896.  He  was  elected  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
for  the  Second  Judicial  District  in  1892  and  served  for  five  years. 
Since  retiring  from  that  office  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  general 
practice  of  law,  in  which  he  is  very  successful,  whether  estimated  by 
the  extent  of  his  clientele  or  his  practice  at  the  bar.  It  can  be  said 
of  Judge  Clark  that  he  has  never  been  defeated  for  any  nomination 
or  election  for  which  he  was  a candidate. 

Judge  Clark’s  parents  were  Benjamin  H.  and  Mary  (Martin) 
Clark.  His  wife’s  maiden  name  was  Ada  Greene.  She  is  a highly 
educated,  cultured  and  pleasing  lady,  and  a descendant  of  General 
Nathaniel  Greene  of  Revolutionary  fame. 
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Hon.  Edward  E.  Burkhart. — The  beautiful  and  Demo- 
cratic city  of  Dayton  has  contributed  several  notable  Democrats  to  the 
famous  old  party.  Some  of  these  have  been  prominent  in  state  af- 
fairs and  some  have  directed  their  energies  toward  the  advancement 
of  their  own  city.  Prominent  among  the  latter  is  Hon.  Edward  E. 
Burkhart  who  has  served  two  terms  as  mayor  of  Dayton. 

I 

Edward  E.  Burkhart  was  born  in  the  city  of  Sidney,  Ohio,  Oc- 
tober 27,  1872.  After  receiving  a high  school  and  business  college 
education  he  read  law  in  the  office  of  Gottschall  & Brown  for  eight 
months,  at  the  end  of  which  period  he  became  assistant  manager  and 
cashier  for  the  Standard  Wheel  Company  of  Chicago,  which  con- 
trolled plants  at  Kalamazoo,  Michigan,  and  at  Indianapolis,  Indiana. 
This  position  he  held  for  nearly  four  years  after  his  graduation  from 
the  Sidney  High  School  and  his  brief  legal  apprenticeship  in  Dayton. 

In  1895  he  returned  to  Dayton  and  resumed  the  study  of  law  in 
the  office  of  R.  D.  Marshall,  one  of  the  ablest  lawyers  of  the  Ohio 
bar.  In  1896  he  matriculated  into  the  law  school  of  the  University 
of  Michigan,  took  the  full  course  and  was  graduated  in  the  class  of 
1898.  After  leaving  the  university  he  was  connected  with  the  law 
firm  of  Marshall  & Marshall  for  one  year  when  he  became  a partner 
in  the  firm  of  Van  Deman,  Burkhart  & Cline  which  continued  for 
three  years,  when  Mr.  Cline  withdrew  to  accept  the  office  of  Assistant 
City  Solicitor,  his  place  being  taken  by  Wellington  C.  Smith. 

In  1903  Mr.  Burkhart  was  appointed  a member  of  the  Dayton 
Board  of  Health  by  Mayor  Snyder  and  served  until  that  office  was 
abolished  in  1905.  In  1907  he  was  elected  Mayor  of  Dayton  on 
the  Democratic  ticket  by  a plurality  of  1100  over  his  Republican  op- 
ponent. In  recognition  of  his  efficiency  and  popularity  as  an  executive 
officer  he  was  renominated  and  reelected  in  1909  by  a plurality  of 
5,993.  At  the  expiration  of  his  second  term  he  returned  to  the  active 
practice  of  law. 

Mr.  Burkhart  is  a member  of  the  Lutheran  Church  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  He  is  a Scottish  Rite  and  Knights  Tem- 
plar Mason  and  a member  of  the  Mystic  Shrine;  is  an  Elk,  a member 
of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  of  the  Royal  Arcanum,  of  the  Dayton  Club, 
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Country  and  Automobile  Club  and  other  social  and  helpful  organi- 
zations. "rhese  affiliations  show  the  religious  and  social  instincts  of 
Mr.  Burkhart.  As  a lawyer  and  public  man  his  rank  is  already 
established  and  he  is  everywhere  recognized  as  one  of  Dayton’s  most 
influential  citizens. 

THOMAS  Coughlin  was  born  in  the  city  of  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
June  21,  1876,  and  was  educated  at  the  Parochial  School  and  St. 
Mary’s  Institution,  Dayton,  Ohio. 

Mr.  Coughlin  is  one  of  the  best  known  insurance  men  in  North- 
ern Ohio  and  is  at  the  head  of  the  firm  of  Thomas  Coughlin  & Com- 
pany, who  are  general  agents  for  the  American  Bonding  Company  of 
Baltimore,  a surety  company;  The  Standard  Accident  Insurance 
Company  of  Detroit,  and  a number  of  high  grade  fire  companies. 

Mr.  Coughlin  has  been  prominently  identified  with  the  Democrat- 
ic Party  since  he  became  a voter.  He  was  elected  to  the  City  Council 
in  1898  when  he  was  but  twenty-one  years  of  age.  He  served  as 
a member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  the  Seventy-Fifth 
General  Assembly.  In  1902  he  was  the  candidate  of  his  Party 
for  Sheriff  of  Cuyahoga  County,  but  failed  of  election.  In  Feb- 
ruary 1907  was  appointed  to  the  office  of  City  Auditor  and  in 
November  of  that  year  was  elected  to  that  office.  He  was  candidate 
for  reelection  in  1909,  but  was  defeated  with  the  rest  of  the  ticket 
that  went  down  with  Tom  L.  Johnson  that  fall.  For  the  past  six 
years  he  has  been  a member  of  the  Democratic  County  Executive 
Committee,  and  for  the  last  four  years  has  been  Secretary  of  that 
body.  Few  State  Conventions  have  been  held  since  Mr.  Coughlin 
became  a voter  that  he  has  not  attended  as  a delegate,  and  he  has 
become  widely  known  throughout  the  state  as  a wise  and  able  cham- 
pion of  Democratic  principles.  In  the  city  of  Cleveland  his  efficiency 
and  probity  are  so  generally  recognized  that  he  is  popular  with  all 
elements  in  his  Party.  This  fact  was  most  strikingly  illustrated  during 
the  factional  contest  at  the  primaries  in  1911,  when  Mr.  Coughlin  was 
nominated  for  City  Auditor  and  was  the  only  candidate  for  office 
who  had  no  opposition. 
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P.  M.  CULLINAN  was  born  at  Zanesville,  Ohio,  January  18, 
1856.  He  received  his  early  education  at  St.  Columbo’s  School, 
Zanesville,  and  the  Zanesville  Business  College.  He  then  learned  the 
trade  of  printer  and  then,  step  by  step,  advanced  to  foreman,  local 
editor,  and  business  manager  of  the  Zanesville  Signal.  Later  on  he 
bought  a half  interest  in  the  Neiv  Lexington  Herald.  That  was  in 
1881  ; in  1894  he  assumed  and  purchased  the  entire  plant  and  is  still 
owner  and  editor  of  the  Lexington  Herald. 

There  is  no  editor  in  Ohio  better  or  more  widely  known  than 
P.  M.  Cullinan  and  his  celebrity  as  a newspaper  man  has  been  aug- 
mented by  the  active  part  he  has  taken  in  Democratic  politics.  He 
has  served  upon  both  the  Democratic  state  central  and  state  executive 
committees  as  well  as  upon  senatorial,  judicial  and  county  committees 
and  has  been  a delegate  to  several  state,  judicial  and  senatorial  conven- 
tions. He  has  always  been  an  able  and  enthusiastic  worker  for  the 
party.  Mr.  Cullinan  has  held  various  offices  and  was  a member  of 
the  Board  of  World’s  Fair  Managers  for  Ohio  at  Chicago  in  1893. 
At  present  he  is  a trustee  of  Ohio  University,  Athens.  His  social 
affiliations  are  the  Knights  of  Columbus  and  the  B.  P.  O.  Elks. 
The  Lexington  Herald  is  a bright,  newsy  paper,  Democratic  in  its 
policy  and  very  ably  edited. 

JESSE  F.  Cross,  son  of  Jesse  and  Hanna  L.  (Alexander) 
Cross,  was  born  in  Brown  County,  Ohio,  March  29th,  1847,  and  was 
educated  in  the  district  schools  of  his  native  place. 

In  1883  he  moved  to  Washington  C.  H.  and  in  that  year  married 
Anna  Lee  Edenfield  of  Highland  County. 

Mr.  Cross  is  widely  known  throughout  the  state  as  a loyal  Dem- 
ocrat who  has  always  given  the  Party  his  best  support.  He  was 
appointed  a member  of  the  State  Board  of  Agriculture  by  Governor 
Harmon  in  January,  191  1,  for  a term  of  five  years.  He  was  assessor 
of  Eagle  Township,  Brown  County,  for  three  terms,  and  was  a direc- 
tor of  the  Fayette  County  Fair  for  eleven  years.  He  is  recognized  as 
an  able  business  man  director,  and  is  First  Vice-President  of  the  Wash- 
ington C.  H.  Savings  Bank  and  Trust  Company. 
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MICHAEL  T.  Cody  is  one  of  the  leading  Democrats  of  Union 
County  and  is  known  all  over  the  state  for  his  loyalty  to  his  Party, 
its  principles  and  its  regular  leaders.  He  was  born  on  a farm  in 
Union  County,  October  29,  1867,  and  received  a common  and  high 
school  education.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  began  farming,  which 
has  been  his  life  occupation.  He  has  always  been  a Democrat  and 
was  so  good  a worker  for  the  Party  that  at  the  age  of  twenty-three 
he  became  a member  of  the  county  central  committee  and  has  been 
a member  of  that  committee  ever  since  with  the  exception  of  brief 
intervals.  For  five  years  he  was  a member  of  the  executive  com- 
mittee and  has  frequently  been  sent  as  delegate  to  judicial,  con- 
gressional and  state  conventions.  He  is  highly  esteemed  and  con- 
sequently is  very  influential  and  is  one  of  the  best  campaign  workers 
in  the  state.  He  has  held  the  office  of  Township  Appraiser  and  in 
1908  the  Democrats  of  Union  County  nominated  him  for  Sheriff  and 
he  came  within  270  of  election  with  a normal  Republican  majority  of 
1 600  to  overcome.  In  1911  he  was  elected  a member  of  the  Con- 
stitutional Convention  and  will  make  a valuable  member  of  that  body. 
Mr.  Cody  is  a member  and  secretary  of  the  township  school  board  and 
is  affiliated  with  the  Elks. 

Mr.  Cody’s  father,  Michael  Cody,  was  born  in  Ireland  in  1832 
and  came  to  America  in  1852,  proceeding  directly  to  Union  County 
where  he  settled  and  became  a farmer.  He  is  still  living  at  the  age 
of  eighty  and  has  always  been  a loyal  Democratic  Party  worker.  In 
times  past  he  was  a conspicuous  figure  at  conventions  and  held  sev- 
eral township  offices.  He  married  Anastasia  Powers  who  was  born 
in  Ireland  in  1842  and  came  to  America  with  her  parents  when  eight 
years  of  age.  They  had  eleven  children,  two  of  whom  are  living 
and  all  of  whom  are  Democrats.  Their  names  are,  Edmond  C., 
Margaret,  M.  T.,  William,  James,  Richard,  Mary,  Catherine 
Anastasia  and  Bernard,  who  are  all  living.  John  died  January  1 I, 
1911. 

In  March,  1894,  Michael  T.  Cody  married  Anna  E.,  daughter 
of  John  and  Susan  Cuddahay,  of  Union  County.  They  have  three 
children,  namely,  Martha,  Florence  and  Chester. 
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EDMOND  C.  Cody  was  born  on  a farm  in  Union  County,  Ohio, 
February  16,  1863,  and  spent  the  greater  part  of  the  first  twenty- 
one  years  of  his  life  acquiring  an  education,  after  which  he  turned  to 
farming.  For  the  past  twenty  years  he  has  given  particular  attention 
to  stock  raising  and  the  buying  and  selling  of  stock.  He  has  one  of 
the  finest  stock  farms  in  the  county,  which  is  one  of  the  results  of  his 
energetic  life. 

Mr.  Cody  has  been  an  active  Democrat  for  many  years.  He 
is  an  energetic  campaign  worker  and  possesses  much  influence  in  his 
county.  For  ten  years  he  has  been  a member  of  the  county  central 
committee  and  for  six  years,  of  the  executive  committee.  He  is  a 
regular  attendant  at  all  conventions  and  has  twice  been  delegate  to 
state  conventions.  In  1900  he  was  elected  Township  Assessor  and 
in  1905  the  Democratic  county  convention  nominated  him  for  the 
office  of  Sheriff.  He  made  no  campaign  yet  received  a flattering  vote 
which  is  normally  1600  Republican.  He  has  never  aspired  to  of- 
fice but  takes  a deep  interest  in  the  success  of  his  Party  and  the 
general  welfare  of  his  county  and  state.  Educational  affairs  interest 
him  largely  and  for  fifteen  years  he  has  been  a member  of  the  town- 
ship school  board.  Socially  he  is  a member  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias. 

On  February  6,  1886,  Edmond  C.  Cody  married  Mary  Reed 
of  Champaign  County,  who  died  August  29,  1891.  On  February 
12,  1896,  he  married  Catharine,  daughter  of  Michael  and  Anna 
Noon,  of  Plain  City.  Their  children  are  J.  Paul,  Lillian,  Mary, 
Anna,  Margaret,  Robert  and  Albert.  Mr.  Cody’s  father,  Michael 
Cody,  was  born  in  Ireland  in  1832  and  came  to  America  in  1852, 
settling  immediately  in  Union  County.  He  is  still  living  and  is  a 
Democrat  and  has  always  been  a good  worker  for  his  Party,  being 
conspicuous  in  conventions  and  holding  several  township  offices.  He 
married  Anastasia  Powers,  who  was  born  in  Ireland  in  1842  and 
came  to  America  with  her  parents  at  the  age  of  eight.  She  is  still 
living,  as  are  ten  of  her  eleven  children,  all  of  whom  are  Democrats. 
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Hon.  Jefferson  S.  Combs,  Representative  for  Miami  County 
in  the  Seventy-Ninth  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  was  born  in 
St.  Mary’s,  Maryland,  in  the  year  of  1870.  He  received  his  early 
education  in  the  public  schools  and  began  the  activities  of  life  in  the 
dry  goods  business  in  Washington,  D.  C.  He  remained  at  Wash- 
ington eight  years  and  then  moved  to  Dayton,  Ohio,  where  he  re- 
mained five  years.  After  that  he  was  for  three  years  representative 
of  the  Burroughs  Adding  Machine  Company  of  New  York  City, 
finally  settling  in  Troy  at  the  solicitation  of  the  Hobart  Manufacturing 
Company,  taking  the  position  of  salesman  for  that  concern.  Since 
he  became  a resident  of  Troy  he  has  become  largely  interested  in  its 
business  and  financial  prosperity,  being  a stockholder  in  five  leading 
enterprises.  In  1888  he  was  elected  director  of  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Troy  and  was  a member  of  the  Building  Committee  when  the 
bank’s  splendid  new  edifice  was  erected.  This  is  one  of  the  finest 
bank  buildings  in  the  state  of  Ohio.  He  is  also  a director  of  the 
Troy  Carriage  Company  and  director  of  the  Hobart  Electric  Manu- 
facturing Company  in  which  he  is  a large  stockholder. 

Mr.  Combs  is  not  only  the  representative  in  the  State  Legislature 
of  the  Democrats  of  Miami  County,  but  is  the  first  Democratic 
representative  from  that  county  in  forty-five  years,  the  county  being 
normally  1500  Republican.  Also  he  represents  the  best  elements 
of  Democracy  in  the  nation.  For  years  he  has  been  an  indefatigable 
worker  on  committees  and  at  conventions  for  Party  success  and  he 
is  proving  himself  to  be  one  of  the  ablest  legislators  in  the  state. 
It  may  fairly  be  said  that  in  the  contest  for  United  States  Senator  in 
January,  1911,  Mr.  Combs  controlled  the  situation,  and  by  espousing 
the  cause  of  Hon.  Atlee  Pomerene,  brought  about  the  election  of  that 
gentleman.  Without  the  support  of  Mr.  Combs  Senator  Pomerene 
would  have  failed  of  the  support  which  he  received  in  the  Western 
part  of  the  state. 

On  November  22nd,  1905,  Jefferson  S.  Combs  married  Sibyl 
Harter  Coleman,  grand-daughter  of  S.  K.  Harter,  one  of  the  prom- 
inent men  of  Troy  and  a descendant  of  one  of  the  representative 
families  of  Miami  County. 
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Lyman  R.  Critch FIELD,  Jr.,  one  of  the  foremost  members  of 
the  Wayne  County  bar,  is  a native  of  Millersburg,  Ohio,  where  he  was 
born  on  April  1 7,  1 868.  He  is  the  son  of  Hon.  L.  R.  Critchfield, 
one  of  the  ablest  lawyers  of  Ohio,  who  was  at  one  time  attorney-gen- 
eral of  Ohio;  also  state  senator,  judge,  etc.  His  sketch  appears 
elsewhere  in  this  work.  Lyman  R.  Critchfield’s  mother  was  Adelaide 
M.  Shaffer,  daughter  of  Dr.  Moses  Shaffer,  a man  of  great  force 
of  character  and  high  moral  and  physical  courage.  He  was  especially 
successful  as  a medical  practitioner  at  Wooster  and  was  known  for 
his  great  skill  as  a surgeon.  Mr.  Critchfield  graduated  from  the  High 
School  at  Millersburg  in  1886  and  attended  the  Ohio  Wesleyan  Uni- 
versity at  Delaware,  Ohio,  studied  law  under  the  instruction  of  his 
father,  and  was  associated  with  him  for  eighteen  years.  He  was 
admitted  to  practice  before  the  supreme  court  of  Ohio  at  Columbus, 
June  4,  1891,  and  has  followed  his  profession  ever  since,  both  in 
Wayne  and  Holmes  Counties,  having  located  at  Wooster  in  1892. 

September  28,  1898,  Mr.  Critchfield  married  Rose  Brown, 
youngest  daughter  of  Allen  Brown,  of  Saltcreek  township,  Wayne 
County,  Ohio,  and  they  have  three  interesting  children ; Lyman  Robert, 
born  1903;  Henry  Brown,  born  1905;  and  Dorothy  Emily,  born 
1907. 

He  is  especially  to  be  recognized  as  a citizen  of  Wayne  County; 
Jacob  Shaffer,  his  great-grandfather,  lived  and  died  in  and  near 
Doylestown,  in  Chippewa  township,  after  holding  many  local  offices 
in  its  early  organization.  His  grandfather,  or  Moses  Shaffer,  prac- 
ticed medicine  for  fifty  years  in  Wooster;  in  skill,  moral  courage  and 
benevolence  one  of  the  pre-eminent  men  of  Wayne  County,  his  grand- 
mother, Margaret  McClure  Shaffer,  was  of  a numerous,  influential, 
and  intelligent  family  of  McClures,  early  settlers  of  the  county. 

Married  into  the  Brown  and  Musser  families,  in  the  southeast 
part  of  Wayne  County,  he  is  identified  with  those  honorable  families. 

For  many  years  he  has  answered  to  the  call  for  public  addresses, 
literary  and  political,  and  has  gained  excellence  in  public  speaking 
and  very  often  manifests  a genius  for  admirable  expression. 
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When  in  the  service  in  the  war  with  Spain,  he  won  more  than 
ordinary  distinction  as  a war  correspondent,  several  newspapers  having 
issued  special  editions  on  account  of  his  letters  home. 

Mr.  Critchfield  enlisted  in  Co.  D,  Eighth  Regiment  Ohio  Vol- 
unteer Infantry,  during  the  war  with  Spain,  and  served  from  April 
26,  1898,  to  November  21,  of  that  year,  when  he  was  mustered  out 
with  his  regiment.  He  served  in  the  expedition  of  Santiago  de  Cuba, 
and  took  part  in  the  surrender  of  that  city.  He  somewhat  impaired 
his  health  as  a result  of  his  services. 

He  is  a member  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  Santiago  de 
Cuba.  He  was  elected  Commander  of  Buckeye  Camp,  No.  31, 
United  Spanish-American  War  Veterans,  Wooster,  Ohio.  He  be- 
longs to  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  Knights  of  Pythias, 
Brotherhood  of  American  Yeomen  and  the  Improved  Order  of  Red 
Men,  all  of  Wooster. 

His  interest  in  volunteering  as  a soldier  in  the  Spanish  War  was 
the  result  of  hereditary  patriotispn.  One  of  his  ancestors  at  the  age 
of  eighteen  enlisted  under  Washington.  Of  the  same  family,  many 
were  in  the  war  of  1812  and  the  Mexican  War.  Of  both  lines  of  his 
descent,  many  served  and  some  died  in  the  Civil  War,  and  when  the 
United  States  went  to  the  rescue  of  the  oppressed  people  of  Cuba, 
he  enlisted  in  the  Cuban  War  and  served  until  the  people  were  free. 
His  three  uncles,  Hiram,  James  and  Horace  Shaffer,  were  in  the  Civil 
War,  and  Hiram  was  a great  physician.  His  intense  affection  for 
his  mother,  Adelaide,  a daughter  of  Dr.  Moses  Shaffer,  attaches 
itself  to  the  soil  upon  which  she  was  reared. 

Politically,  Mr.  Critchfield  is  an  ardent  Democrat,  and  is  a great 
admirer  of  William  Jennings  Bryan.  In  the  study  of  political  ques- 
tions but  few  young  men  took  such  interest.  Measures  of  administra- 
tion, as  well  as  constitutional  questions,  were  familiar  topics  with  him 
m early  life,  and  when  William  Jennings  Bryan  arose  as  the  great 
luminary  of  Democratic  ideas,  he  became  attached  to  him  by  a strong 
political  affection. 

As  a lawyer,  he  is  thorough  and  conscientious  in  all  cases. 
Among  one  of  his  recent  important  cases  was  that  of  successfully 
defending  Harry  White,  charged  with  the  murder  of  Thomas  Dye, 
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of  Orrville,  a case  that  presented  but  little  hope  of  success.  He 
has  gained  a high  standing  at  the  bar,  and  as  a citizen  of  Wayne 
County,  for  his  ability  and  accommodating  spirit  in  his  office  and 
practice,  and  but  few  enjoy  as  great  popularity. 

He  served  as  solicitor  in  the  city  of  Wooster  and  has  always 
taken  an  active  part  in  the  things  in  which  his  party  was  most  inter- 
ested. 

In  1908,  after  a spirited  contest  with  able  competitors,  Mr. 
Critchfield  was  nominated  for  Prosecuting  Attorney  of  Wayne  County, 
and  was  elected  to  that  office,  running  ahead  of  his  ticket.  He  has 
a very  remarkable  faculty  for  making  friends  and  has  more  devoted 
personal  friends  than  many  of  his  age  in  Wayne  County.  As  a 
Prosecuting  Attorney  he  has  distinguished  himself  by  his  industry  and 
ability  in  managing  an  increasing  volume  of  public  business.  Both  in 
public  and  private  practice  he  has  displayed  superior  qualities  that 
characterize  the  good  lawyer.  For  close  and  discriminating  analy- 
sis of  legal  questions,  he  has  but  few  superiors;  for  that  labor  neces- 
sary for  the  preparation  of  evidence  and  the  study  of  legal  principles 
he  is  untiring,  and  the  result  is  the  usual  result  of  success.  He  brings 
to  bear  in  his  legal  practice  an  hereditary  courage  and  perseverance. 

Mr.  Douglas,  in  his  “Lawyers  of  Wayne  County,”  says  of 
him,  “He  is  unaffectedly  kind,  accommodating  and  genial,  and  as  a 
consequence  his  personal  popularity  is  as  extensive  as  his  acquaintances. 
His  frankness  and  courtesy  to  his  colleagues  of  the  bar  cause  all  his 
professional  relations  to  be  of  a most  pleasant  character.” 

Mr.  Critchfield  is  now  serving  his  second  term  as  Prosecuting  At- 
torney of  Wayne  County,  Ohio. 

Hon.  Lyman  R.  Critchfield,  ex-Attomey  General  of  Ohio, 
who  forms  the  subject  of  this  notice,  was  born  May  22,  1831,  at  Dan- 
ville, Knox  County,  Ohio,  son  of  Reuben  Trautman  Critchfield,  a 
native  of  Virginia,  and  Nancy  Caroline  Hardesty,  a native  of  Mary- 
land; his  great-grandfather,  Nathaniel  Critchfield,  who  was  in  the 
Revolutionary  War,  and  his  maternal  grandfather,  Henry  Hardesty, 
were  farmers.  His  father  moved  from  Danville  to  Millersburg  in 
1834,  where  he  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  several  years. 
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Mr.  Critchfield  was  educated  in  the  Millersburg  public  schools 
and  the  Ohio  Wesleyan  University  at  Delaware,  Ohio,  from  which 
institution  he  graduated,  receiving  the  degrees  of  Bachelor  of  Arts 
and  Master  of  Arts.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  he  entered 
the  law  office  of  Hon.  George  E.  Pugh,  Columbus,  Ohio,  who  was  at 
that  time  attorney-general  of  the  state.  In  1853  he  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  by  the  supreme  court  and  immediately  thereafter  began  prac- 
ticing at  Millersburg.  He  practiced  six  years  in  Cleveland  and  for 
the  last  eighteen  years  has  been  practicing  in  Wooster,  Ohio.  His 
brother,  Leander  Jerome  Critchfield,  was  an  eminent  lawyer  of  this 
state  and  for  a time  reporter  to  the  supreme  court.  Besides  practicing 
in  the  supreme  courts  of  Ohio,  Mr.  Critchfield  practices  in  the  federal, 
district  and  circuit  courts  and  supreme  court  of  the  United  States  at 
Washington.  He  was  elected  prosecuting  attorney  of  Holmes  Coun- 
ty, Ohio,  in  1859,  and  reelected  in  1861,  resigning  in  1862  when 
he  was  elected  attorney-general,  serving  one  term  from  1863  to  1865 
and  was  nominated  for  a second  term  in  1864  but  was  defeated 
with  the  party  ticket.  In  1865  he  was  elected  to  the  state  senate, 
served  one  term  and  resigned.  Among  other  public  offices  he  has  held 
are,  school  director  of  Millersburg  and  also  president  of  the  council 
of  the  city  of  Wooster. 

Politically,  Mr.  Critchfield  is  an  ardent  Democrat,  and  gives 
most  thought  to  the  strict  construction  and  practice  of  the  federal  and 
state  constitutions,  and  especially  to  the  rights  of  the  people  reserved 
in  these  instruments.  In  1868  he  was  nominated  for  Congress  by 
the  Democrats  in  the  district  composed  of  Holmes,  Wayne,  Ashland, 
Lorain  and  Medina  counties.  In  1887  he  was  nominated  for  judge 
of  the  supreme  court  of  Ohio  by  the  Democratic  party  in  convention 
at  Cleveland;  in  1888  he  was  again  nominated  for  the  same  position 
at  the  convention  held  at  Dayton. 

On  October  2,  1854,  Mr.  Critchfield  was  married  to  Adelaide 
Margaret  Shaffer;  their  children  are:  Edith;  Grace;  Henry,  the 

doctor;  Mary;  Blanche;  Lyman,  jr.,  the  lawyer,  and  Nellie.  He 
of  whom  this  is  written  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  Fraterr.ity  and  also 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Wooster,  Ohio,  where  his 
law  office  is  also  located. 
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In  Ben  Douglas’  “Wayne  County  Lawyers,*’  a volume  pub- 
lished recently,  the  author  pays  this  tribute  to  Mr.  Critchfield: 

“As  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  Democratic  Party  and  foremost 
thinkers  in  that  organization,  he  has  fought  congressional  battles, 
handicapped  from  the  outset  with  disaster-boding  majorities,  which, 
however,  never  abated  his  ardor  or  enthusiasm  in  the  conflict.  Whether 
in  county,  judicial,  congressional,  state  or  national  campaigns,  he  is 
ever  ready  with  his  service  for  his  party  organization.  Wherever  he 
goes  he  is  greeted  with  enthusiastic  audiences  as  an  attractive,  ag- 
gressive, fluent,  logical  and  masterful  champion  of  the  principles  of 
his  party. 

His  prepared  orations,  addresses  and  readings  are  completed  with 
severest  care.  As  a sculptor  chisels  down  and  finishes  his  statue, 
chipping  and  chipping  away  the  stone  to  find  within  his  beautiful 
ideal,  so  it  is  he  elaborates  his  thoughts  until  they  assume  the  shape  he 
would  give  them.  His  literary  tastes  are  pure  and  their  products  rank 
with  the  most  finished  emanations  of  ancient  and  modern  authors. 

From  very  early  life  he  was  ever  fortunate  in  the  personal  ac- 
quaintance of  the  great  living  statesmen  of  the  northwest,  and  the 
19th  century,  who  were  the  genius  of  the  Democratic  Party  and  of 
the  growing  republic;  and  his  political  beliefs  and  the  political  activity 
of  his  manhood  have  been  largely  characterized  by  that  association. 


The  Hon.  Alfred  M.  Cohen,  one  of  the  leading  attorneys 
of  the  Cincinnati  bar  and  one  of  the  influential  Democrats  of  Hamilton 
County,  was  born  in  the  city  of  Cincinnati,  October  19th,  1859. 
After  passing  through  the  common  schools  he  entered  the  Cincinnati 
Law  School  and  graduated  therefrom  six  months  before  becoming 
of  age.  Immediately  after  attaining  his  majority  he  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  and  has  practiced  his  profession  in  Cincinnati  continuously 
ever  since.  For  twelve  years  he  was  the  junior  member  of  the  law 
firm  of  Goss  & Cohen  and  since  1894  he  has  been  the  senior  partner 
of  Cohen  & Mack,  one  of  the  most  prominent  firms  practicing  law 
in  Southern  Ohio. 
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He  served,  when  a very  young  man,  two  terms  as  a member  of 
the  city  council  where  he  proved  himself  the  implacable  foe  of  cor- 
porate greed  and  made  a record  that  has  not  yet  been  forgotten.  As 
a result  of  a splendid  fight  for  the  people  in  the  council  against  demands 
of  the  Gas  Company  he  was  named  for  City  Solicitor  by  his  Party 
and  polled  an  extraordinary  vote,  but  was  not  elected  owing  to  a third 
party  movement  which  drew  most  largely  from  Democratic  ranks. 
He  was  chairman  of  the  City  Convention  that  nominated  Colonel 
Tafel  for  Mayor,  which  will  be  remembered  as  one  of  the  most 
notable  conventions  in  the  history  of  Cincinnati  and  which  resulted  in 
a Democratic  victory.  That  was  in  the  Spring  of  1897.  In  the 
fall  of  the  same  year  he  was  elected  member  of  the  State  Senate 
and  reelected  in  1 899.  No  other  Democrat  has  ever  served  two  suc- 
cessive terms  in  the  Senate  from  Hamilton  County.  During  these 
years  the  Ohio  Senate  was  composed  of  men  of  considerably  more 
than  ordinary  ability,  but  Mr.  Cohen  during  both  sessions  was  rec- 
ognized as  the  Democratic  leader  of  that  body.  While  a Senator, 
in  1900,  he  was  nominated  by  his  Party  and  also  by  the  Independent 
Republicans  for  Mayor  of  Cincinnati  but  was  defeated  by  Julius 
Fleischman.  Mr.  Cohen  is  recognized  not  only  in  his  own  city  but 
throughout  the  state  as  an  orator  of  ability  and  his  services  are  always 
in  demand  by  his  Party.  He  is  a man  of  commanding  appearance 
with  a splendid  voice,  his  arguments  are  sound  and  few  orators  in 
the  state  are  able  to  arouse  more  enthusiasm.  It  was  he  who  presented 
the  name  of  Judson  Harmon  for  Governor  to  the  state  conventions 
in  1908  and  1910.  Both  speeches  were  splendid  examples  of  the 
best  style  of  convention  oratory.  He  also  nominated  James  M.  Cox 
for  Governor. 

Like  most  lawyers  whose  practices  bring  them  into  close  contact 
with  business  men,  Mr.  Cohen  is  a factor  in  lines  other  than  legal. 
For  many  years  he  has  been  President  of  the  People’s  Bank,  a flour- 
ishing financial  institution  of  Cincinnati. 

Mr.  Cohen  is  still  in  the  prime  of  life;  as  active  as  a man  can 
well  be;  as  much  interested  in  Democratic  politics  as  ever  and  will 
probably  be  heard  from  in  the  future. 
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Major  Byron  M.  ClenDenning,  one  of  the  best  known 
lawyers  of  Cincinnati,  was  born  near  Celina,  Mercer  County,  Ohio, 
May  16,  1859,  and  after  receiving  a liberal  literary  education  he  took 
up  the  study  of  the  law  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1884,  since 
which  date  he  has  been  actively  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession. 

Before  he  was  a voter  Maj.  ClenDenning  was  taking  an  active 
part  in  politics  and  has  continued  that  activity  up  to  the  present  time. 
While  in  Mercer  County  he  was  usually  a member,  secretary  or  chair- 
man of  the  Democratic  Committee  of  that  county.  He  was  elected 
Prosecuting  Attorney  for  Mercer  County  in  1884  and  was  reelected 
in  1887.  In  1890  he  was  chosen  Solicitor  for  the  village  of  Celina 
and  was  a member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  1893  and 
1895.  During  both  of  those  sessions  he  was  Democratic  floor  leader 
in  the  House  and  established  a high  reputation  as  a legislator  and 
party  leader.  In  1897  he  moved  to  Cincinnati  where  a larger  field 
invited  his  legal  ability.  In  that  city  he  at  once  identified  himself 
with  the  Democratic  Party  and  in  1911  was  elected  President  of  the 
Duckworth  Club.  Major  ClenDenning  has  attended  every  State 
Convention  since  he  was  a voter  and  by  his  activity,  counsel  and 
diplomacy  has  rendered  many  valuable  services  to  the  party.  In 
1878  he  enlisted  in  the  Ohio  National  Guard  as  a private  and  rose 
from  one  rank  to  another  until  he  retired  in  1897  with  the  rank  of 
Major  in  the  2nd  Ohio  Infantry. 

Fred  Counts  was  born  at  Sidney,  Shelby  County,  Ohio, 
March  30th,  1885,  and  received  his  preliminary  education  in  the  public 
schools  and  the  High  School  of  Sidney,  graduating  from  the  High 
School  in  1903.  He  was  employed  in  the  Wagner  Manufacturing 
Co.  for  one  year  and  then  entered  the  law  department  of  Western 
Reserve  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
the  class  of  1907.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  June  of  that  year 
and  immediately  began  the  practice  of  his  profession.  In  the  Autumn 
of  1907  he  was  appointed  Deputy  County  Engineer,  which  office  he 
filled  for  nearly  a year  when  he  returned  to  the  practice  of  law. 
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In  May  1910  Mr.  Counts  was  nominated  for  County  Clerk 
by  the  Democratic  Party.  In  June  of  the  same  year  he  was  appointed 
assistant  in  the  engineering  department  of  the  State  Board  of  Public 
Works.  In  November  he  was  elected  County  Clerk  and  resigned 
from  the  Engineer’s  office  in  order  to  enter  upon  the  duties  of  the  office 
to  which  he  was  elected.  He  is  the  youngest  county  official  ever 
elected  to  office  in  Shelby  County,  being  only  twenty-five  years  of  age 
at  the  time  of  his  election.  Mr.  Counts  has  taken  a notably  active  part 
in  politics  for  so  young  a man.  He  has  served  on  both  the  central 
and  executive  committees  and  is  at  present  chairman  of  the  city  Dem- 
ocratic committee;  also,  he  was  delegate  to  the  State  Convention  held 
at  Dayton  in  1910,  which  nominated  Governor  Harmon  for  his  second 
term.  He  comes  from  a Democratic  family  and  has  always  been  an 
able  advocate  of  Democratic  principles.  While  at  college  he  took 
a prominent  part  in  athletics  and  was  student  manager  of  athletics 
at  Western  Reserve.  His  parents  were  Jacohomeyer  C.  and  Mar- 
garet B.  (Hobby)  Counts.  On  June  28th,  1911,  Fred  Counts 
married  Florence  Morton. 

GEORGE  B.  Christian,  Jr.,  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  best 
Democrats  of  Ohio  and  is  known  to  prominent  politicians  and  political 
leaders  all  over  the  state.  He  was  born  at  Marion,  Ohio,  March  25, 
1873,  and  after  passing  through  the  common  schools,  the  grammar 
school,  and  taking  three  years  of  high  school  work  in  his  native  city, 
he  entered  the  Pennsylvania  Military  College,  at  Chester,  Pennsyl- 
vania, from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  C.  E.  He 
then  returned  to  Marion,  where  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  lime  and 
stone  business  since  1 896. 

Mr.  Christian  has  been  an  active  Democratic  worker  for  a number 
of  years  and  has  been  quite  frequently  a delegate  to  county,  congres- 
sional, judicial  and  state  conventions.  He  was  Secretary  of  the  Demo- 
cratic State  Convention  in  Dayton  in  1910  and  at  Toledo  in  1912, 
and  also  was  an  Assistant  Secretary  at  the  Democratic  National  Con- 
vention at  Baltimore  in  1912.  He  has  been  a member  of  the  Board 
of  Election  of  Marion,  Ohio  and  also  of  the  Board  of  Education. 
He  was  appointed  trustee  of  the  Girls’  Industrial  Home  by  Gover- 
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nor  Nash,  was  re-appointed  by  Governor  Herrick  and  again  re-appoint- 
ed  by  Governor  Harmon.  In  1901  he  was  the  Democratic  nominee 
for  the  Legislature  from  Marion  County,  but  failed  of  election. 

Mr.  Christian’s  parents  were  George  B.  Christian,  Sr.,  and  Lyd- 
ia (Morris)  Christian.  On  June  9,  1897,  George  B.  Christian, 
Jr.,  married  Stella  Farrar,  of  Shelby,  Ohio,  and  they  have  a family  of 
two  fine  boys.  Mr.  Christian  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity, 
and  of  the  Mystic  Shrine  at  Columbus;  also  of  the  Commercial  Club 
of  Marion  and  the  Ohio  Club,  of  Columbus,  Ohio. 

ELMER  J.  Carey  was  born  in  Liberty  Township,  Hardin  Coun- 
ty, Ohio,  June  3rd,  1870.  After  passing  through  the  public  schools 
he  completed  his  literary  education  at  the  Ohio  Northern  University 
at  Ada.  In  1902,  when  the  Liberty  Bank  was  organized,  at  Ada, 
Mr.  Carey  was  made  Assistant  Cashier,  and  in  1906  was  elected 
Cashier. 

Mr.  Carey  is  active  in  public  affairs  and  is  one  of  the  best  known 
Democrats  in  the  county.  He  was  City  Clerk  in  Ada  and  was  elected 
County  Auditor  in  1908  by  a majority  of  1780,  although  Taft  car- 
ried the  county  by  291  votes.  He  then  resigned  his  position  as  Cash- 
ier of  the  Liberty  Bank  to  take  up  his  residence  in  Kenton.  In  1910 
he  was  reelected  Auditor  by  a majority  of  980.  He  has  served  on 
Democratic  committees  and  as  delegate  to  conventions  and  is  always 
an  ardent  and  able  supporter  of  his  Party  in  every  campaign. 

In  addition  to  being  a stock  holder  and  a director  in  the  Liberty 
Bank,  Mr.  Carey  is  also  a trustee  and  secretary  of  the  Ohio  Northern 
University.  He  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  the  Knights 
of  Pythias  and  the  B.  P.  O.  E.  His  college  fraternity  is  the  Sigma 
Phi  Upsilon. 

Mr.  Carey’s  father,  Samuel  Carey,  was  born  in  Perry  County, 
Ohio,  and  was  a farmer  first  in  Liberty  Township  and  later  on  in 
Washington  Township,  Hardin  County.  His  mother,  Rachel 
(Heim)  Carey,  was  a native  of  Perry  County.  On  June  18th,  1902, 
Elmer  J.  Carey  married  Dora  Pfeiffer  of  Kenton,  Ohio,  and  they  have 
one  son,  Donald  V.  Carey. 
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E.  CLARK,  Jr.,  Sheriff  of  Washington  County,  Ohio,  was  born 
in  Crawford  County,  Pennsylvania,  February  24,  1847.  He  at- 
tended what  was  called,  “The  Old  Red  School  House,*’  and  at  the 
age  of  twenty-four  came  to  Maxburg,  Ohio.  In  1883  he  was  an  oil 
well  digger  and  in  1887  was  an  oil  producer.  He  organized  several 
oil  companies  in  Washington  and  Monroe  Counties  and  is  interested 
in  several  stock  companies,  among  others,  The  German  National  Bank, 
of  which  he  is  a director.  In  1880  he  was  a councilman  and  has  long 
been  a prominent  worker  for  the  Democratic  Party  in  Washington 
County.  In  1908  his  party  nominated  him  for  the  office  of  Sheriff 
and  elected  him.  He  proved  to  be  an  excellent  sheriff  and  his  con- 
duct of  the  office  increased  his  popularity  so  that  he  was  reelected  in 
1910.  He  has  served  on  many  committees,  notably  the  Congressional 
Committee  which  nominated  Congressman  White. 

On  May  3rd,  1871,  E.  Clark,  Jr.,  married  Lucile  M.  Hayes, 
of  Warren  County,  Pennsylvania.  They  have  a family  of  three  sons 
and  two  daughters.  One  son,  W.  A.  Clark,  is  interested  in  business 
with  his  father.  Charles  Clark  is  a farmer  and  R.  N.  Clark  is  an 
oil  driller.  Sheriff  Clark’s  father,  E.  Clark,  Sr.,  was  born  in  1801, 
in  Washington  County,  New  York,  and  was  one  of  the  old  pioneers 
of  the  virgin  sod  in  Pennsylvania  in  1823.  He  was  a Jacksonian 
Democrat  and  lived  contemporary  with  that  great  exponent  of  Amer- 
ican institutions  and  Democracy. 

Sheriff  Clark  has  been  the  architect  of  his  own  fortunes  and  has 
not  only  been  a very  successful  man  both  in  his  business  and  public 
life,  but  has  also  acquired  the  highest  esteem  and  fullest  confidence 
of  the  community  in  which  he  lives. 

Fred  W.  Crow  was  born  in  Willow  Grove,  West  Virginia, 
January  23rd,  1879.  He  attended  the  public  schools  in  Ohio  until 
he  was  sixteen  years  of  age,  when  he  secured  a certificate  and  began 
teaching.  He  taught  school  for  five  years  and  held  an  eight  year 
graded  teacher’s  certificate,  being  the  youngest  man  in  Meigs  county 
who  ever  held  such  a certificate.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  entered 
the  Ohio  University,  taking  the  philosophic  course.  He  left  the  Athens 
college  in  his  Junior  year  and  entered  the  Ohio  State  University,  where 
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he  completed  a three  years  course  in  law  and  received  the  degree 
of  B.  L.  L.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1907  and  since  that  time 
has  been  practicing  law  at  Pomeroy,  Ohio. 

While  at  the  Ohio  State  University  Mr.  Crow  was  President  of 
the  Democratic  Thurman  Club,  named  after  Allen  G.  Thurman. 
He  was  also  a close  personal  friend  of  Senator  Outhwaite,  and  from 
these  associations  naturally  became  a strong  and  uncompromising 
Democrat,  In  1910  he  was  elected  Prosecuting  Attorney  on  the 
Democratic  ticket  for  Meigs  County  by  a majority  of  280  and  is  the 
only  Democrat  who  has  been  elected  to  that  office  in  the  county  during 
the  last  quarter  of  a century.  He  is  also  one  of  the  youngest  Pros- 
ecuting Attorneys  ever  elected  in  the  state.  On  February  20th,  1911, 
he  was  appointed  trustee  for  life  of  Ohio  University  by  Governor  Har- 
mon. Mr.  Crow  is  an  admirable  campaign  speaker  and  during  Har- 
mon’s contest  for  Governor  he  canvassed  Meigs  County  along  with 
Judge  Peoples  and  Louis  Howitz,  and  that  campaign  will  long  be 
remembered  as  one  of  the  greatest  political  fights  ever  known  in 
Meigs  County,  which  is  largely  Republican.  Mr.  Crow  is  a Mason, 
a member  of  Acacia,  the  Masonic  College  Fraternity  and  also  of  the 
B.  P.  O.  E.  at  Gallipolis. 

Hon.  Thomas  Jefferson  Cartmell,  Mayor  of  Wapakon- 
eta,  was  born  at  Mechanicsburg,  Champaign  County,  Ohio,  March 
10,  1844,  and  was  educated  in  the  local  schools,  including  the  high 
school,  but  even  in  his  youth  he  did  a great  deal  of  general  study  and 
reading  which  gave  him  a broader  education  than  is  usually  obtained 
in  the  ordinary  routine  of  school  life.  He  has  been  engaged  in  the 
Piano  and  Organ  business  at  Wapakoneta,  Ohio,  for  many  years 
and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  leading  business  men  of  Auglaize  County. 

In  politics  Mr.  Cartmell  is  a Democrat  of  the  Jeffersonian  school, 
in  fact,  he  was  named  after  the  illustrious  founder  of  the  Democratic 
Party.  He  has  always  been  a constant  and  ardent  supporter  of  his 
party  which  he  has  helped  not  only  by  judicious  work,  but  also  by  his 
ability  as  a speaker.  It  is  said  that  he  received  his  nomination  for 
Mayor  of  Wapakoneta  because  of  a forcible  speech.  He  was  first 
elected  Mayor  of  the  city  in  1 890  and  has  now  served  his  third  term. 
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a tenure  of  office  which  indicates  clearly  the  high  esteem  in  which  he 
is  held  by  his  fellow  citizens  and  the  great  confidence  reposed  in  him. 
During  his  first  administration  as  Mayor  the  water  works  system  and 
the  electric  light  plant  were  established  in  Wapakoneta. 

Mayor  Cartmell  has  twice  been  president  of  the  Bryan  Club  of 
his  city  and  is  the  only  mayor  of  Wapakoneta  who  was  ever  awarded 
and  presented  with  a gold  headed  cane  by  the  citizens — a worthy  trib- 
ute to  the  great  interest  he  takes  in  his  city  and  the  ability  with  which 
he  discharges  the  duties  of  his  office. 


DENIS  F.  Cash  is  one  of  the  best  known  Democrats  in  the  city 
of  Cincinnati.  He  has  always  been  a willing  and  able  worker  for 
the  interests  of  the  old  party  and  his  ability  and  worth  have  been  rec- 
ognized. 

Denis  F.  Cash  was  born  in  the  city  of  Cincinnati,  March  7,  1 868. 
After  his  preparatory  education  he  entered  St.  Xavier  College  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1887.  He  then  entered  the  Cincinnati 
Law  School,  graduated  in  1891,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  the  same 
year  and  has  been  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  ever  since. 

Mr.  Cash  served  as  Assistant  Prosecuting  Attorney  under  Mayor 
Hunt  until  January  1,  1912,  when  he  was  made  Director  of  Public 
Safety,  a position  which  he  still  occupies.  He  was  a member  of  the 
Board  of  Examiners  for  Teachers  for  ten  years  and  was  honored  while 
still  a young  man  with  the  nomination  for  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas.  During  not  a few  campaigns  he  has  served  as  a member 
of  the  campaign  committee  and  in  that  capacity  has  rendered  valuable 
services  to  the  Democratic  Party. 

Mr.  Cash  is  a prominent  club  man  and  is  a member  of  the  Cin- 
cinnati Business  Men’s  Club,  the  Walnut  Hill  Business  Men’s  Club, 
the  Duckworth  Club  and  the  Cincinnati  Democratic  Club. 

On  June  24,  1894,  Denis  F.  Cash  married  Margaret  Heister, 
and  they  have  a family  of  five  children.  Mr.  Cash’s  parents  were 
Denis  and  Margaret  Cash. 
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EDWARD  A.  Crawford  is  a newspaper  proprietor.  His  home 
is  at  West  Union,  Adams  County,  Ohio,  where  he  has  made  a success 
of  his  business  and  stands  as  one  of  the  county’s  leading  citizens.  His 
paper  is  the  People  s Defender.  He  has  no  apology  to  make  for 
the  name,  for  he,  himself  is  one  of  the  people.  Mr.  Crawford  was 
born  in  Adams  County  on  a farm  in  1861.  He  is  an  alumnus  of 
Lebanon  Normal  University.  He  taught  school  for  ten  years  and 
was  country  school  examiner  from  1 883  until  1 888.  He  was  the 
Democratic  candidate  for  County  Clerk  of  Courts  in  1884  but  was 
defeated.  It  was  in  1890  that  he  purchased  the  People's  Defender 
from  J.  W.  Eylar.  The  paper  was  established  in  1 866. 

Mr.  Crawford  was  a member  of  the  State  Central  Committee 
from  the  Tenth  Congressional  district  in  1900  and  1901.  He  was 
secretary  of  the  State  Executive  Committee  in  1900.  He  has  been 
a member  and  generally  chairman  of  the  Democratic  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  Adams  County  for  the  past  twenty  years,  and  has  at- 
tended every  Democratic  State  Convention  during  that  time. 

Mr.  Crawford  was  appointed  State  Printer  by  Governor  Har- 
mon in  1910.  His  sound  judgment  and  well  known  probity  guar- 
antee a successful  and  honest  administration  of  that  department. 

THOMAS  J.  CogaN,  who  is  one  of  the  leading  attorneys  of  the 
city  of  Cincinnati,  was  born  in  New  York,  but  was  brought  to  Cin- 
cinnati by  his  parents  when  only  three  months  old.  After  a prepara- 
tory education  he  took  a course  in  St.  Xavier’s  College  and  then  en- 
tered the  Cincinnati  Law  School,  of  which  he  is  a graduate. 

As  soon  as  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  Mr.  Cogan  entered  upon 
the  active  practice  of  his  profession,  in  which  he  has  always  been 
remarkably  successful  and  has  acquired  a high  reputation  as  a counsel- 
or. 

In  politics  Mr.  Cogan  has  always  been  a Democrat,  loyal  both 
to  the  Party  and  its  principles,  and  he  is  recognized  throughout  Ham- 
ilton County  as  an  earnest  worker  and  a strong  man  in  council.  In 
1879  he  was  elected  Prosecuting  Attorney  of  Hamilton  County  and 
made  so  good  a record  that  in  1883  he  was  elected  a member  of  the 
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Legislature.  He  has  taken  an  active  part  on  state  committees  and 
in  the  state  conventions.  In  1877  he  was  Vice  President  of  the 
Democratic  State  Convention  and  in  1 884  and  1 885  he  was  chairman 
of  the  Democratic  State  Committee  and  in  1887  he  was  a member 
of  the  State  Central  Committee.  Besides  these  important  positions 
he  was  permanent  secretary  of  the  Democratic  National  Convention 
at  Chicago  in  1884,  and  has  frequently  been  selected  as  secretary 
of  Democratic  state  conventions. 

WAYNE  Cahall  was  born  in  Georgetown,  Kentucky,  April  6, 
1 885.  When  he  was  but  a year  old  his  parents  moved  to  Higginsport, 
Ohio,  and  there  he  received  his  early  education,  attending  school  until 
1904,  when  he  entered  the  office  of  his  father,  who  was  Sheriff  of  the 
county.  He  acted  as  Deputy  Sheriff  under  his  father  until  December 
31,  1908,  and  occupied  the  same  position  from  January  1,  1909,  to 
December  31,  1910,  under  his  father’s  successor.  In  1910  he  was 
nominated  for  the  office  of  Auditor  on  the  Democratic  ticket  and  was 
elected  by  more  than  1 600  majority  and  now  occupies  the  position  of 
Auditor  of  Brown  County. 

Mr.  Cahall’s  parents  were  Percy  B.  and  Emma  C.  Cahall.  In 
1908  Wayne  Cahall  married  Mary  Kehoe  of  Georgetown,  Ohio,  and 
they  have  a family  of  two  children.  Mr.  Cahall  is  a member  of  the 
Blue  Lodge  and  Chapter  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity  and  is  one  of  the 
best  known  of  the  younger  men  of  southern  Ohio.  He  has  always 
been  an  ardent  Democrat,  has  attended  several  county  conventions  and 
enjoys  the  highest  confidence  of  his  party  in  Brown  County. 

CHARLES  Q.  Davis,  mining  expert,  is  a native  of  Jackson  County, 
Ohio,  and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  in  the  city  of  Columbus 
and  at  the  Ohio  State  University  where  he  took  a special  course  in 
Philosophy  and  Literature  with  the  Class  of  1888.  He  has  been  a 
resident  of  Columbus  since  1 869. 

In  the  affairs  of  life  he  first  took  up  journalism  and  was  staff 
correspondent  and  political  writer  for  the  Cleveland  Plain  Dealer 
for  some  time.  This  brought  him  into  close  touch  with  political  affairs 
and  public  men,  and  soon  he  found  himself  an  active  participant  in 
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the  political  arena.  The  principles  of  the  Democratic  Party  were  his 
principles,  and  for  that  party  he  worked  both  zealously  and  ably. 
During  1888  he  was  secretary  of  the  State  Executive  Committee, 
and  of  the  Democratic  State  Central  Committee  for  two  terms.  In 
1895  he  represented  Franklin  County  in  the  Seventy-second  General 
Assembly,  and  was  uncompromising  in  his  support  of  wise  and  honest 
legislation. 

In  1891  he  became  proprietor  of  the  Columbus  Post  and  con- 
ducted that  paper  for  two  years.  He  was  an  active  Democratic 
worker  up  to  1 896,  and  was  prominently  connected  with  the  memorable 
campaign  of  Calvin  S.  Brice  for  United  States  Senator.  He  gave 
invaluable  aid  to  that  great  man  in  that  historic  contest,  a full  account 
of  which  is  given  in  this  work.  During  that  campaign  Mr.  Davis 
had  charge  of  Senator  Brice’s  literary  bureau,  and  also  control  of 
twenty  counties. 

After  selling  the  Post  to  the  Columbus  Press,  Mr.  Davis  became 
associated  with  Senator  Brice  in  his  vast  railway  and  mining  interests, 
and  for  fifteen  years  he  has  been  connected  with  mining  in  West 
Virginia  and  Mexico. 

When  it  was  decided  to  rehabilitate  the  Baltimore  & Ohio  Rail- 
road it  was  Mr.  Davis  who  did  all  the  field  work  in  West 
Virginia  for  John  K.  Cowan,  prospecting  and  estimating  the  value  of 
coal  lands  along  the  route.  Subsequently  he  went  to  Mexico  to 
locate  mines  for  the  Banker’s  Mining  & Development  Company, 
for  which  work  his  long  experience  had  eminently  fitted  him.  After 
a year  of  careful  prospecting  he  located  coal  and  copper  claims  of 
vast  resource  and  value,  which  the  Banker’s  Mining  & Developement 
Company  is  supplying  the  finances  to  operate.  Mr.  Davis  is  President 
and  General  Manager  of  the  company,  which  aims  to  handle  the 
custom  smelting  for  Central  and  Southern  Mexico. 

Charles  Q.  Davis  married  Bertha,  daughter  of  Judge  Langbon, 
of  Jackson  County,  Ohio.  He  is  a member  of  the  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks,  and  of  the  Country  Club,  Mexico  City, 
Mexico. 
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MARCUS  C.  Dickey,  who  is  one  of  the  best  known  men  about 
town  in  Columbus,  was  born  in  Blendon  Township,  Franklin  County, 
Ohio,  and  after  passing  through  the  public  schools  entered  the  old  Cen- 
tral Academy  at  Blendon,  after  which  he  took  a special  literary 
course  in  Ohio  State  University.  He  then  took  up  the  study  of  law, 
entered  the  Cincinnati  Law  School  and  was  graduated  in  1889.  In 
that  year  also  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar. 

Having  a strong  literary  bent  Mr.  Dickey  did  not  engage  very 
actively  in  his  profession  and  soon  drifted  into  newspaper  work.  As 
a newspaper  man  he  was  connected  with  the  Cleveland  Press , the  Co- 
lumbus Times , the  Columbus  Press  Post , the  Columbus  Citizeny 
and  the  Ohio  State  Journal. 

Mr.  Dickey  came  of  a Republican  family  but  during  his  college 
days  he  gave  some  serious  study  to  the  tariff  question  with  the  result 
that  he  became  a free  trader  and  this  induced  him  to  join  the  Democratic 
Party.  He  cast  his  first  Democratic  vote  for  James  E.  Campbell 
for  Governor  in  1 889  and  since  that  time  has  been  a consistent  member 
of  the  Democratic  Party.  In  1 905  he  was  induced  to  run  for  member 
of  the  Legislature.  There  were  four  Democratic  candidates  and  he 
received  the  highest  vote  of  the  four,  being  defeated  by  only  1 3 1 votes. 
In  the  Fall  of  1911  his  friends  placed  him  in  nomination  at  the  pri- 
maries for  Police  Judge  of  the  City  of  Columbus,  but  he  made  no  effort 
to  secure  the  nomination,  yet  received  a very  flattering  vote.  He 
was  one  of  the  original  promoters  of  the  Jefferson  Club  of  Columbus, 
a Democratic  organization,  and  has  been  a member  of  its  executive 
committee  since  it  was  founded.  Mr.  Dickey  has  always  been  a 
strong  advocate  of  clean  politics  and  is  firmly  opposed  to  bossism.  He 
was  the  original  Wilson  man  in  Columbus  and  wore  a Wilson  Pres- 
idential badge  before  the  President-elect  was  seriously  considered  in 
Ohio. 

He  is  a highly  cultured  gentleman,  possessing  superior  literary 
ability  and  has  contributed  some  high  class  poems  to  newspapers  and 
periodicals.  His  poem  “The  Pioneers,”  published  in  the  Columbus 
Citizen  during  the  Centennial  of  Columbus  in  1912,  attracted  wide 
attention. 
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Hon.  Frank  P.  Dore  has  become  well  known  all  over  the 
state  during  the  past  two  years  as  one  of  the  leading  members  of  the 
Senate  in  the  Seventy-seventh  General  Assembly,  but  although  a young 
man  he  has  long  been  a prominent  figure  in  Democratic  politics  in 
Seneca  County.  He  was  born  July  9th,  1874,  and  after  graduating 
from  the  high  school  read  law  in  the  office  of  his  brother,  William  H. 
Dore,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1893.  He  then  entered  into 
partnership  with  his  brother,  which  still  subsists  under  the  firm  name 
of  Dore  & Dore  and  the  house  has  a reputation  of  being  one  of  the 
most  successful  law  firms  in  the  state. 

Senator  Dore  has  been  an  active  Democrat  since  he  attained 
his  majority  and  is  a most  effective  worker  for  Party  success.  He 
possesses  qualities  essential  to  the  successful  public  man  and  is  popular 
accordingly.  After  serving  on  the  County  Committee  for  some  years, 
in  1896  he  became  chairman  of  the  County  Central  Committee,  in 
1897  was  chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee  and  in  1898  was 
again  chairman  of  the  Central  Committee.  During  the  years  1898 
and  1899  he  was  a member  of  the  State  Central  Committee  and  in 
1899  a member  of  the  State  Executive  Committee.  In  1910  he  was 
elected  to  the  State  Senate  and  became  one  of  the  leading  members 
of  that  body.  He  was  chairman  of  the  Taxation  Committee  and 
handled  the  Smith  One  Per  Cent  Tax  Bill  and  the  Board  of  Admin- 
istration Bill  in  the  Senate.  He  was  always  found  supporting 
salutary  legislation  and  always  had  the  courage  to  take  a stand  against 
bills  of  which  he  did  not  approve. 

Judge  Maurice  H.  Donahue,  lawyer  and  jurist,  was  bom 
on  a farm  in  Monroe  Township,  Perry  County,  May  10,  1864.  For 
ten  years  he  has  rendered  distinguished  service  upon  the  bench  of  the 
Fifth  Judicial  Circuit  of  Ohio,  the  district  comprising  fifteen  counties. 
Judge  Donahue’s  early  life  did  not  differ  essentially  from  that  of  many 
another  ambitious  young  man  farm  bred  who  almost  always  gets  his 
start  teaching  school.  In  fact.  Judge  Donahue  began  teaching  when 
he  was  but  sixteen  years  old.  He  taught  until  he  was  twenty-one, 
but  with  his  heart  set  upon  a legal  career  he  improved  his  time  studying 
law  and  coincident  with  his  retiring  from  the  superintendency  of  the 
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schools  at  Corning  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1885.  One  year 
afterward  he  was  elected  Prosecuting  Attorney  of  Perry  County  and 
so  satisfactory  was  his  service  he  was  reelected  in  1889.  He  was 
elected  as  one  of  the  three  Judges  of  the  Fifth  Judicial  Circuit  in  the 
year  1 900,  having  been  engaged  in  the  successful  practice  of  law  from 
the  time  of  his  services  as  Prosecutor  up  to  the  year  above  named. 
Judge  Donahue  was  reelected  in  1906.  He  has  been  honored  by 
his  confreres  as  presiding  judge  of  the  Circuit.  It  is  scarcely  necessary 
to  say  that  Judge  Donahue  is  one  of  Nature’s  Democrats,  but  not  a 
narrow  partisan.  He  is  one  of  the  men  whose  broad  philanthropy 
and  kindliness  of  heart  appeals  to  all.  He  has  had  as  Circuit  Judge 
some  most  difficult  and  delicate  questions  to  pass  on,  among  the  most 
delicate  being  those  relative  to  the  dismissal  from  the  bar  of  Mans- 
field and  Ashland  prominent  attorneys,  or  their  suspension  from  prac- 
tice for  a period  of  years.  His  regard  for  professional  ethics  is  acute. 
An  injustice  against  anyone  inflames  this  just  and  gentle  man  with  right- 
eous indignation,  yet  that  indignation  is  tempered  with  mercy.  For  the 
rogue  who  would  take  advantage  of  the  law  to  rob  the  widow  and  the 
orphan;  for  the  cormorant  who  would  violate  a trust  to  enrich  himself 
rather  than  to  protect  the  interests  of  his  clientele.  Judge  Donahue 
has  little  other  regard  than  pity,  yet  the  scales  of  justice  hang  even  in 
his  hand.  In  1910  Judge  Donahue  was  elected  to  the  Supreme 
Bench  of  the  State  of  Ohio. 

Judge  Donahue  was  elected  a delegate  to  the  Democratic  Na- 
tional Convention  from  the  Eleventh  Congressional  District  in  1900. 
He  regarded  this  as  a signal  honor,  but  as  a rule  he  believes  in  the 
independence  of  the  judiciary,  its  freedom  from  small  political  al- 
liances and  contests,  always  holding  that  clients  of  whatever  political 
faith  should  appear  before  an  unpredjudiced  court. 

Judge  Donahue  was  married  to  Miss  Martina  Johnson,  daughter 
of  John  J.  Johnson,  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Perry  County.  His 
home  life  is  ideal.  His  duties  on  the  bench,  discharged  with  a fa- 
cility that  is  a wonder  of  his  compeers,  he  is  permitted,  despite  his 
arduous  work  on  the  bench,  to  enjoy  much  rest  and  recreation  with  those 
nearest  and  dearest  to  him.  It  may  truly  be  said  of  Judge  Donahue 
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that  he  meets  none  who  is  worthy  that  does  not  remain  his  friend 
throughout  the  years.  The  loyalty  and  the  esteem  of  his  friends,  of 
whatsoever  class,  is  a heritage  of  which  his  family  is  increasingly 
proud.  He  was  elected  Supreme  Court  Judge  in  1910. 

JOHN  E.  DlEMER  was  born  at  Massillon,  Stark  County,  Ohio, 
August  14,  1863.  His  parents  moved  to  Tiffin  in  1868  and  he  re- 
ceived his  education  in  that  city.  He  was  graduated  from  Heidel- 
berg University  in  1890.  After  graduating  he  took  up  the  study  of 
law  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar. 

Mr.  Diemer  is  one  of  the  best  known  Democrats  in  Seneca  County 
and  has  done  a great  deal  oi  valuable  work  for  the  Party.  He  has 
frequently  been  a member  and  acted  as  secretary  of  the  County 
Central  and  Executive  Committees  and  is  at  present  chairman  of  the 
City  Democratic  Committee.  He  was  a member  of  the  State  Central 
Committee  in  1 905  and  1 906.  In  1901  he  was  elected  City  Clerk  and 
at  the  expiration  of  his  term  in  1903  was  reelected.  After  retiring 
from  the  Clerk’s  office  he  was  elected  City  Solicitor  and  served  until 
1911.  He  was  chairman  of  the  Congressional  Committee  during  the 
Krissinger  campaigns,  which  he  practically  managed.  He  served  in 
the  literary  department  of  the  State  Committee  during  the  campaign 
of  John  R.  McLean  for  Governor  in  1899.  He  is  at  present  In- 
spector in  the  City  Department  of  the  Bureau  of  Inspection  and 
Supervision  of  Public  Offices,  to  which  position  he  was  appointed 
by  the  Auditor  of  the  State. 


THOMAS  E.  Dye  was  born  on  his  father’s  farm  in  Wayne  Coun- 
ty, Indiana,  December  19,  1866,  and  attended  the  common  schools 
until  sixteen  years  of  age.  He  then  engaged  in  the  vehicle  business 
for  two  years,  after  which  he  became  a traveling  salesman.  In  1901  he 
settled  in  Urbana  and  formed  the  partnership  of  Blake  & Dye,  insur- 
ance underwriters.  Subsequently  he  bought  out  his  partner  and  has 
since  conducted  the  business  alone  with  great  success. 

While  a resident  of  Indiana  Mr.  Dye  was  known  as  a staunch 
Democrat  and  did  considerable  effective  work  on  committees.  When 
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he  came  to  Champaign  County  he  continued  actively  loyal  to  his  party 
and  is  one  of  the  most  influential  workers  in  Urbana.  For  six  years 
he  served  as  chairman  of  the  County  Executive  Committee.  He  was 
a delegate  to  the  National  Democratic  Convention  at  Denver.  Dur- 
ing John  M.  Pattison’s  campaign  for  Governor  Mr.  Dye  was  placed 
on  the  ticket  to  fill  a vacancy  just  ten  days  before  the  election  for  Rep- 
resentative. The  county  is  1 ,600  Republican,  yet  he  came  within  1 1 8 
votes  of  election.  He  made  no  campaign  but  his  business  had  brought 
him  into  touch  with  nearly  every  one  throughout  the  county  and  his 
upright  dealing  and  strong  personality  had  gained  him  the  popularity 
which  accounted  for  his  flattering  vote. 

On  May  5,  1892,  Thomas  E.  Dye  married  Anna,  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Mary  Burke  of  Liberty,  Indiana.  They  have  three 
son.  Oil  T.,  Paul  F.,  and  Roy  A.  Ort  T.  Dye  recently  resigned  a 
position  in  the  office  of  State  Treasurer  Creamer  and  is  now  engaged  in 
business  with  his  father. 


Judge  James  Donovan  is  a native  of  Texas,  Henry  County, 
Ohio.  After  passing  through  the  public  schools  he  took  a course 
in  the  Ohio  Normal  University  at  Lebanon,  then  took  up  the  study 
of  law  and  was  admitted  to  practice  October  5,  1880,  at  Columbus, 
Ohio.  Since  that  time  he  has  been  actively  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  his  profession  at  Napoleon,  Ohio. 

Judge  Donovan  is  one  of  the  active  Democrats  in  a county  that 
has  long  been  celebrated  for  its  Democracy.  For  five  years  he  served 
as  chairman  of  the  Henry  County  Central  and  Executive  Committees 
of  the  Democratic  Party  and  has  frequently  been  delegate  to  various 
conventions  including  several  state  conventions.  He  was  Clerk  of 
Courts  of  Henry  County,  Ohio,  from  1885  to  1901  and  was  Probate 
Judge  of  that  County  from  1900  to  1906. 

On  November  26,  1885,  James  Donovan  married  Susan  N. 
Yeager.  His  parents  were  James  and  Catherine  (Hannin)  Donovan. 
Judge  Donovan  is  a member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Be- 
nevolent and  Protective  Order  of  Elks. 
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Judge  Daniel  BabST  was  born  at  Canal  Fulton,  Stark 
County,  Ohio,  October  19th,  1847.  After  attending  the  district 
school  and  the  graded  school  at  Crestline  he  worked  as  a clerk  in  a 
store  for  eighteen  months.  From  1864  to  1867  he  was  a student 
at  Oberlin  College,  after  which  he  returned  to  Crestline  and  studied 
law  under  Nathaniel  Jones.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1873 
and  at  once  began  the  active  practice  of  his  profession  in  Crestline, 
where  he  has  resided  ever  since  and  has  achieved  distinction  not  only 
at  the  Bar  but  upon  the  Bench. 

Judge  Babst  has  been  an  important  factor  in  the  public  life  of 
Crestline  for  nearly  forty  years  and  although  he  has  ever  been  mod- 
erate in  his  political  activities,  he  has  been  recognized  not  only  at  home 
but  over  the  state  by  both  great  political  parties.  He  cast  his  first 
Presidential  vote  for  Horace  Greeley  in  1872  and  his  second  for 
Samuel  J.  Tilden  in  1876.  From  that  time  until  1896  he  was  af- 
filiated with  the  Republican  Party  but  since  that  eventful  year  he  has 
been  a loyal  and  active  Democrat.  From  1877  to  1879  he  was 
City  Solicitor  of  Crestline.  In  1880  he  was  appointed  Mayor  to 
succeed  the  previous  incumbent  who  had  died.  In  1881  he  was 
elected  Mayor  and  subsequently  was  placed  in  that  office  several 
times.  Altogether  he  occupied  the  Mayor’s  chair  during  the  years 
In  1884  he  was  candidate  for  Congress  on  the  Republican  ticket 
for  Attorney-General,  having  for  his  opponent  Thomas  E.  Powell. 
In  1884  he  was  the  candidate  for  Congress  on  the  Republican  ticket 
from  the  13th  District.  He  has  always  taken  a deep  interest  in 
educational  matters  and  has  done  much  for  the  schools  of  Crestline. 
For  twelve  years  he  was  a member  of  the  Board  of  Education,  and 
during  most  of  that  time  was  President  of  the  Board. 

In  1906  Daniel  Babst  was  elected  Common  Pleas  Judge  on 
the  Democratic  ticket  for  the  Second  Sub-Division  of  the  10th  Ju- 
dicial District,  and  still  occupies  the  bench  of  that  court.  His  long 
experience  as  a lawyer,  his  knowledge  of  the  law  and  his  love  of  jus- 
tice acting  with  an  unusually  capable  mind  have  made  him  one  of 
the  foremost  jurists  of  the  state.  His  high  character  and  studious 
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habits  have  added  to  his  reputation  and  he  commands  the  highest 
respect  and  fullest  confidence  of  the  bar  of  his  district  and  the  public 
at  large.  In  him  the  Bench  receives  that  supreme  honor  and  respect 
which  it  should  always  command.  He  has  a valuable  library  in  his 
beautiful  home  in  Crestline  and  there  his  happiest  hours  are  spent. 
A contemporary  writer  has  recorded  of  Judge  Babst:  “Happy  in 

his  home  and  family,  honoring  the  work  in  which  he  is  engaged  and 
honoring  his  fellowmen.  Judge  Babst  pursues  the  even  tenor  of  his 
way  through  the  afternoon  of  his  life — a life  whose  activities  and  use- 
fulness will  not  cease  until  the  lengthening  twilight  shadows  have 
merged  into  the  night  to  be  the  herald  of  a new  dawn  upon  a brighter 
day.” 

Judge  Babst  is  a Knight  Templar  and  Past  Commander  in  the 
Masonic  Fraternity  and  is  a life  member  of  the  Alkoran  Temple  of 
the  Mystic  Shrine  at  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Judge  Babst  has  been  twice  married.  His  first  wife  was  Alice 
Martin  of  Crestline,  who  died  leaving  two  children:  Lora  May, 

wife  of  Professor  E.  P.  Wiles  of  Evansville,  Indiana,  and  Carl  M. 
Babst,  a prominent  attorney  and  solicitor  of  Crestline.  Judge 
Babst’s  second  wife’s  maiden  name  was  Louisa  Eleanor  Carlisle,  of 
Cambridge,  Ohio.  Her  children  are:  Miss  Clara  Eleanor  Babst, 

who  is  a graduate  of  Oberlin  College  and  an  accomplished  young 
lady;  and  Guy  M.  Babst,  who  is  in  the  publishing  and  office  supply 
business  in  Kansas  City,  Kansas. 

Judge  Babst’s  parents  were  Daniel  and  Margaret  (Yost)  Babst. 
Daniel  Babst  was  born  March  1 1th,  1810,  in  Elkerich,  France.  He 
was  a cabinet  maker  by  trade  and  came  over  to  New  York  in  1832. 
He  remained  in  New  York  City  two  years  when  he  moved  to  Buffalo 
and  from  there  came  on  to  Cleveland.  In  1840  he  went  to  Canal 
Fulton  where  he  conducted  a hotel  livery  and  stage  line.  In  1853 
he  went  to  Crestline  and  seventeen  years  later  organized  the  Babst 
Banking  House,  which  has  been  in  existence  ever  since.  He  died 
April  20th,  1893,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years,  after  having  lived 
a very  active  and  useful  life.  His  wife,  Margaret  Yost,  was  born 
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February  14th,  1817,  in  Gumbrechtoven,  in  France,  and  came  to 
America  in  1 838  with  her  parents,  settling  on  a farm  in  Stark  County, 
Ohio.  Her  family  were  Huguenots  and  one  of  the  most  important 
factors  in  France  of  that  wonderful  body  of  people.  She  died  March 
1st,  1901. 

O.  E.  Duff,  son  of  William  M.  and  Eliza  I.  (Creamer)  Duff 
was  born  in  Fayette  County,  Ohio,  March  24,  1871.  He  received 
his  preliminary  education  in  the  common  schools  of  Madison  County 
and  the  high  school  at  South  Solon  and  then  took  a course  in  the  Ohio 
Normal  University  at  Ada  and  also  training  courses  at  Luna  College 
and  Wittenberg  College.  In  1891  he  began  teaching  country  schools. 
From  1896  to  1899  he  was  principal  of  the  South  Solon  High  School 
and  from  1899  to  1903  was  superintendent  of  Fayette  County  schools. 
From  1 903  to  1 904  he  was  superintendent  of  schools  in  Derby,  Pick- 
away County.  He  then  returned  to  the  Fayette  High  School  where 
he  remained  for  two  years,  becoming  in  1906  superintendent  of  schools 
at  Sedalia,  Ohio.  He  remained  in  Sedalia  for  three  years  and  in  1 909 
became  superintendent  of  the  high  school  at  South  Solon  where  he  had 
once  been  a student. 

Prof.  Duff  has  always  taken  a deep  interest  in  the  political  affairs 
of  his  state  and  county  and  has  been  a Democrat  from  his  youth  up. 
He  has  also  been  very  active  and  has  served  numerous  times  on  both 
judicial  and  state  committees.  He  has  been  a valuable  worker  and  an 
able  and  convincing  speaker  for  his  party  in  many  campaigns.  In 
1908  he  was  the  standard  bearer  for  the  Democratic  Party  for  Member 
of  Congress  from  the  Seventh  Congressional  District,  and  while  he 
failed  of  election  his  popularity  was  such  that  he  reduced  the  normal 
Republican  majority  by  one-half. 

On  November  25,  1895,  O.  E.  Duff  married  Laura  Cossard, 
daughter  of  Robert  Cossard  of  Grassy  Point,  Madison  County.  They 
have  two  children,  Robert  and  Edwin.  Prof.  Duff’s  father  was  a 
farmer  of  Jeffersonville,  Fayette  County.  His  mother  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  Dr.  Philip  Creamer,  also  a resident  of  Jeffersonville.  Prof. 
Duff  is  a member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  Modern  Woodmen  and 
the  Masonic  Fraternity. 
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JOHN  W.  Dover  was  born  in  Wheeling,  West  Va.,  March  8, 
1850,  but  has  resided  in  Ohio  since  he  was  seven  years  of  age.  In 
1857  his  parents  moved  to  Bloom  Township,  Morgan  County,  where 
he  attended  school.  He  settled  in  McConnelsville  when  twenty 
years  of  age  and  for  the  past  forty  years  has  been  identified  with  that 
well  known  village.  He  began  to  learn  the  trade  of  confectioner  with 
C.  Burckholter  and  then  spent  a year  in  Zanesville  finishing  his  trade. 
For  the  next  seven  years  he  was  with  John  Barr  in  McConnelsville, 
after  which  he  established  the  grocery  and  confectionery  business  which 
he  still  conducts. 

Mr.  Dover  is  ranked  as  one  of  the  best  public  officials  in  Morgan 
County.  He  has  been  a life  long  Democrat  of  unwavering  fidelity 
to  his  party  in  defeat  as  well  as  in  success.  He  has  served  on  many 
committees  and  been  delegate  to  several  conventions.  He  has  held  the 
office  of  Township  Treasurer  and  was  a member  of  the  School  Board 
for  twelve  years.  For  six  years  and  four  months  he  was  Manager  of 
the  Ohio  State  Reformatory  at  Mansfield,  receiving  that  appointment 
from  Governor  Herrick  in  1905.  He  served  until  the  Central  Board 
took  charge  of  state  institutions,  which  was  at  the  expiration  of  his 
term  of  six  years,  but  he  remained  four  months  longer  to  initiate  his 
successor  into  the  work.  In  1891  he  was  a candidate  for  Corporation 
Treasurer,  but  could  not  overcome  the  normal  Republican  majority. 
In  1911  he  was  elected  a member  of  the  McConnelsville  Council 
Board  and  took  office  January  1,  1912. 

On  June  20,  1871,  John  W.  Dover  married  Frances  M.  Winn 
of  McConnelsville.  Elmer  C.  Dover,  who  was  secretary  to  the  late 
Senator  Mark  Hanna  and  also  for  several  years  Secretary  of  the  Re- 
publican National  Committee,  is  their  son.  He  is  now  President  of 
the  Tacoma  Gas  Co.,  Tacoma,  Washington.  Their  other  children 
are,  Everett  A.,  Winnie,  Kate  and  Dorothy.  Everett  A.,  has  been 
head  of  the  Board  of  Acountants  for  the  state  of  West  Virginia  for  the 
past  three  years.  Mr.  Dover’s  father,  also  John  W.  Dover,  was  born 
in  Pennsylvania  in  1830  and  died  in  1892.  He  was  a farmer  and 
salt  manufacturer.  His  wife  was  Mary  Bare,  who  died  in  1 854.  Mr. 
Dover  is  a member  of  Valley  Lodge  No.  36,  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  of  the 
Methodist  Church. 
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LOYD  Dye,  son  of  Russell  and  Jennie  L.  (Krout)  Dye,  was 
born  on  a farm  in  Morrow  County,  Ohio,  May  18,  1879.  When  he 
was  eleven  years  of  age  his  father  died,  and  because  of  indebtedness 
on  the  farm,  Lloyd  and  his  mother  were  compelled  to  abandon  it. 
They  moved  into  Mt.  Gilead  where  he  worked  in  the  summertime  and 
even  at  night,  at  the  same  time  keeping  up  his  common  school  education 
until  the  age  of  seventeen.  He  then  took  a position  as  clerk  in  a store 
and  was  so  employed  for  eleven  years,  when  he  embarked  in  the  grocery 
business  for  himself. 

Mr.  Dye’s  people  before  him  were  Democrats  and  early  in  life 
he  began  to  take  an  interest  in  politics.  In  1901  he  became  a member 
of  the  County  Central  Committee  and  four  years  later  was  chosen  sec- 
retary and  treasurer  of  the  Executive  Committee  in  which  position  he 
served  four  years.  Lie  was  delegate  to  the  state  convention  at  Dayton 
which  nominated  Governor  Harmon  and  has  been  a delegate  to  con- 
gressional and  senatorial  conventions,  but  he  attends  nearly  all  con- 
ventions whether  a delegate  or  not.  He  has  declined  to  allow  the  use 
of  his  name  as  a candidate  for  several  county  offices,  but  is  now  clerk 
of  the  Board  of  Deputy  Supervisors  of  Election.  He  is  a man  of 
ability  and  well  qualified  for  office,  but  uses  his  influence  entirely  for 
the  benefit  of  his  party  and  his  friends.  His  fraternal  organizations 
are  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Elks  and  the  EagTes.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Toquette  Club. 

On  January  13,  1906,  Loyd  Dye  married  Anna  B.,  daughter  of 
Chauncey  E.  and  Clara  Terry  of  Morrow  County.  They  have  two 
children,  Clara  Jeanette  and  Russell  Terry. 

Hon.  DENNIS  D.  Donovan  was  born  on  a farm  in  the  north- 
eastern part  of  Henry  County,  Ohio,  January  31,  1839.  After  pas- 
sing through  the  public  schools  he  took  a course  in  the  Northern  Indiana 
Normal  School  at  Valparaiso,  Indiana,  and  then  graduated  from  the 
law  department  of  Georgetown  University.  He  has  since  been  ac- 
tively engaged  in  the  practice  of  law,  with  the  exceptions  of  those 
periods  during  which  he  was  attending  to  the  duties  of  public  offices. 

Mr.  Donovan  is  one  of  the  best  and  most  widely  known  Demo- 
crats in  Ohio.  He  is  also  one  of  the  most  popular.  His  learning,  wis- 
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dom  and  large  experience,  together  with  his  genial  disposition,  have 
made  him  hosts  of  friends  all  over  the  state.  He  is  big  in  stature  and  big 
in  mind.  In  1 887  he  was  elected  to  the  state  legislature  and  at  the  end 
of  his  first  term  was  reelected.  In  1890  he  was  elected  to  Congress 
from  the  Fifth  District,  and  was  reelected  in  1892.  In  1897  he 
was  prominently  mentioned  as  the  Democratic  candidate  for  Governor 
and  had  a large  following.  Horace  L.  Chapman  finally  received  the 
nomination.  In  1900  he  was  delegate  to  the  Democratic  National 
Convention  at  Kansas  City  when  William  Jennings  Bryan  received 
his  second  nomination  for  President,  and  in  January,  191  1 , he  was  con- 
sidered for  United  States  Senator  when  Atlee  Pomerene  was  elected. 

Mr.  Donovan’s  parents  were  John  and  Catherine  (Hannin) 
Donovan,  and  he  was  a cousin  of  Father  Hannin,  who  was  a 
widely  known  and  greatly  revered  Catholic  priest  of  Toledo,  Ohio. 
In  1891  Dennis  D.  Donovan  married  Genevra  Waltimire.  He  is 
a member  of  the  Order  of  Modern  Woodmen  and  a Past  Exalted 
Ruler  of  the  Elks. 

ALBERT  Dodd. — Born  in  Maryland  in  1861,  Albert  Dodd 
moved  to  Circleville,  Ohio,  in  1 880,  where  he  is  a force  to  be  reckoned 
with  both  in  business  and  politics.  In  1882  he  wedded  the  daughter 
of  John  Rooney,  who  was  one  of  the  prominent  grocers  in  Circleville. 
In  1900,  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Rooney,  Mr.  Dodd  took  over  the 
business  which  he  has  conducted  with  increasing  success  ever  since. 
With  Mr.  Dodd  politics  is  rather  a diversion  than  a profession.  From 
the  beginning  of  his  career  in  Circleville  he  has  interested  himself  deeply 
in  the  affairs  of  the  Democratic  Party,  always  with  credit  to  himself 
and  the  organization.  In  1900  he  was  elected  member  of  the  County 
Central  Committee,  and  he  has  done  duty  both  upon  the  Central  and 
Executive  Committees  from  the  date  named. 

He  has  the  reputation  of  being  fair  and  square  as  a fighter.  He 
has  attended  every  Democratic  State  Convention  from  1899  to  the 
present.  Mr.  Dodd  is  the  father  of  six  children,  one  of  whom,  John 
A Dodd,  is  Auditor  of  Pickaway  County. 
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JOHN  A.  Dodd  of  Circleville,  Ohio,  enjoys  the  distinction, 
perhaps  of  having  been  elected  County  Auditor  at  an  earlier  period 
of  life  than  any  other  officer  serving  in  that  capacity  today  in  the 
state.  He  was  born  in  Circleville,  September  26,  1 883,  was  educated 
in  his  native  city,  in  Niagara  College  New  York,  and  entered  the  Ohio 
State  University  Law  School,  but  soon  left  the  latter  at  the  age  of  twen- 
ty to  accept  the  Deputy  Auditorship  in  1903.  In  April,  1906, 
he  resigned  to  become  bookkeeper  for  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Circleville,  but  returned  to  the  Auditor’s  office  in  the  following  July. 
In  1908  he  was  elected  on  the  Democratic  ticket  as  County  Auditor 
at  the  age  of  twenty-five  years.  In  1906  he  married  the  daughter 
of  Matt.  C.  Smith  of  Circleville.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dodd  are  the 
parents  of  two  children.  Mr.  Dodd  is  the  son  of  Albert  Dodd,  whose 
sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work. 

Judge  Edward  J.  Dempsey  was  born  September  26,  1858, 
in  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  His  primary  education  he  received  in  the  old 
Roman  Catholic  Cathedral  School  of  Cincinnati.  In  1871  he 
entered  the  public  schools  of  Cincinnati,  and  graduated  from  Hughes’ 
high  school  in  1875.  He  then  took  up  the  study  of  law,  and  after  read- 
ing for  some  time  in  the  offices  of  Mallon  & Coffey  he  took  a course 
in  the  Cincinnati  Law  School  from  which  he  graduated,  winning  first 
prize  in  a class  of  eighty-one  students.  He  then  entered  upon  the 
active  practice  of  his  profession,  in  which  he  has  not  only  been  suc- 
cessful but  has  achieved  distinction. 

Always  an  advocate  of  Democratic  principles,  Judge  Dempsey 
naturally  affiliated  with  that  party  in  his  youth  and  has  been  not  only 
active  but  prominent  in  political  affairs  in  Cincinnati.  In  1896  he 
was  candidate  for  Common  Pleas  Judge,  but  failed  of  election.  He 
was,  however,  elected  Superior  Court  Judge  two  years  later,  in  1898. 
At  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office  he  was  candidate  for  reelection, 
but  was  defeated,  although  he  ran  8,500  ahead  of  his  ticket.  He  then 
returned  to  the  practice  of  his  profession  but  his  party  refused  to 
leave  him  in  retirement  and  in  1905  nominated  him  for  Mayor  of 
Cincinnati.  He  was  duly  elected  in  November  of  that  year,  defeating 
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Harry  L.  Gordon.  In  1907  he  was  nominated  for  reelection,  but 
was  defeated  through  an  unfortunate  split  in  the  ranks  of  his  party. 
Another  Democrat,  Mr.  Pfaff,  who  had  served  as  vice-Mayor  under 
Judge  Dempsey,  came  out  as  an  independent  candidate  and  was 
supported  by  many  of  the  old  line  Democrats  with  the  result  that  the 
election  was  thrown  to  the  Republican  candidate.  Judge  Dempsey 
has  served  his  party  on  committees  and  as  a delegate  at  various  times 
and  was  a delegate  to  the  Democratic  National  Convention  held  at 
Denver  in  1 908. 

JOSEPH  H.  Dowling  is  well  known  not  only  in  Montgomery 
County,  but  throughout  the  entire  state  of  Ohio  as  one  of  the  best  of 
Democrats  as  well  as  one  of  the  finest  of  gentlemen.  He  was  born 
in  the  city  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  March  14,  1855,  but  his  parents  re- 
moved to  Dayton,  Ohio,  when  he  was  only  three  months  old.  In 
the  public  schools  of  Dayton  and  one  year  in  the  high  school  was  all 
the  literary  education  he  received  in  his  youth  and  while  still  in  his 
teens  he  took  up  and  learned  the  trade  of  carpenter,  in  which  he 
was  engaged  for  seven  years.  Subsequently  he  was  in  the  brokerage 
business  for  a time,  but  he  had  always  had  an  inclination  toward 
politics  and  he  gave  up  business  life  for  public  affairs.  He  has  always 
been  a tireless  worker  for  the  Democratic  Party,  not  only  in  Mont- 
gomery County  but  in  state  affairs  and  has  always  been  popular  with 
all  who  know  him.  He  was  Deputy  Sheriff  of  Montgomery  County 
for  four  years  and  two  months  and  was  Deputy  Revenue  Col- 
lector under  Cleveland’s  first  administration  from  1885  to  1889, 
after  which  he  was  State  Oil  Inspector  under  Governor  Campbell 
from  1 890  to  1 892.  When  Grover  Cleveland  entered  upon  his  second 
Presidential  term  in  1893  Mr.  Dowling  was  appointed  Collector  of 
Internal  Revenues  for  the  First  District  of  Ohio  with  headquarters 
in  Cincinnati.  He  is  at  present  promoting  an  Electric  Safety  Air  Brake 
for  street  cars,  besides  which  he  is  secretary  and  manager  of  Memorial 
Building  in  Dayton,  Ohio. 

Mr.  Dowling  was  married  April  13,  1877,  to  Mary  Taylor, 
has  two  sons  and  one  daughter,  and  two  grandchildren. 
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Charles  N.  Danenhower  is  one  of  the  best  known  Demo- 
crats in  the  city  of  Cincinnati  and  his  name  is  familiar  all  over  the 
state  as  that  of  an  earnest  worker  who  has  been  identified  with  Demo- 
cratic politics  for  thirty-five  years.  He  was  born  November  8,  1849, 
and  after  receiving  a high  school  education  entered  the  firm  of  Phillips 
& Hickenlooper,  civil  engineers  and  surveyors.  Since  that  time  his 
business  has  been  that  of  a civil  engineer. 

In  1875,  when  he  was  only  twenty-six  years  of  age,  Mr.  Dan- 
enhower entered  politics  and  two  years  later  successfully  managed 
the  campaign  of  Judge  John  W.  Okey  who  was  a candidate  for 
Judge  of  Supreme  Court  in  1877.  He  has  always  been  a member  of 
the  County  Committee  and  has  been  chairman  of  that  body  on  dif- 
ferent occasions.  He  is  a regular  attendant  at  Democratic  State 
Conventions  and  always  has  the  best  interests  of  the  Party  at  heart. 
He  was  a member  of  the  State  Central  Committee  in  1908,  the  year  in 
which  Judson  Harmon  was  first  elected  Governor,  and  also  served 
on  that  committee  in  1 909. 

Mr.  Danenhower  has  resided  in  Cincinnati  all  his  life  with  the 
exception  of  two  short  periods,  namely,  from  1872  to  1875  and  again 
from  1880  to  1884  when  he  was  in  Washington  in  charge  of  Public 
Improvements  under  the  Engineering  Corps  of  the  Army.  He  was 
City  Engineer  of  Cincinnati  during  1879  and  1880,  again  during  1884 
and  1885  and  the  third  time  during  1906  and  1907. 

John  W.  DeFord,  a retired  banker  of  Celina,  Ohio,  was  born 
in  Carroll  County,  Ohio,  September  13,  1838,  and  received  his  early 
education  in  the  common  schools.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  began 
teaching  and  came  to  Celina  in  that  capacity.  He  was  Superinten- 
dent of  Schools  at  Ft.  Recovery  for  five  years,  after  which  he  was 
elected  Clerk  of  Courts  in  1 866,  and  at  the  expiration  of  his  first  term 
was  reelected,  serving  six  terms  in  all.  He  organized  the  Citizens’ 
Banking  Company  of  which  he  became  Cashier.  He  was  subsequently 
Vice-President  and  finally  President  for  five  years  before  retiring. 

Mr.  DeFord  is  a life  long  Democrat  and  was  taking  an  active 
part  in  politics  when  he  became  of  age.  He  voted  for  Douglass  in 
1860  and  since  that  date  has  done  a great  deal  of  effective  work 
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for  the  Party,  both  on  Committees  and  during  campaigns.  He  has 
served  as  chairman  of  the  County  Executive  and  Central  Committees 
and  has  been  delegate  to  different  conventions.  He  has  never  been 
an  aspirant  for  office  himself  and  was  only  once  a candidate  for  a 
political  position,  that  was  when  he  ran  for  Clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court 
in  1873  when  William  Allen  was  elected  Governor.  His  life  has 
been  so  taken  up  with  active  business  affairs  that  the  time  he  has  devoted 
to  politics  has  been  given  in  the  interests  of  his  Party  and  other  men 
and  not  for  any  selfish  political  aggrandizement.  For  forty  years  he 
was  actively  engaged  in  banking  in  Celina  and  during  that  time  did  a 
great  deal  for  the  business  interests  of  the  place,  building  up  an  honor- 
able reputation  and  making  an  enduring  record. 

Mr.  DeFord’s  parents  were  John  and  Matilda  (Fittelle)  De- 
Foid.  His  father  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Ohio,  having  settled 
in  this  state  in  1 828.  He  was  descended  from  the  DeFords,  one  of 
the  noble  families  of  Paris,  France.  His  mother’s  father  was  also  of 
French  descent  and  was  one  of  the  prominent  journalists  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. Mr.  DeFord  is  a member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  of 
the  Masonic  Fraternity. 

JUDGE  Theo  Daman  was  born  in  Shelby  County,  Ohio,  Oc- 
tober 25,  1872.  At  an  early  age  his  family  moved  to  Monroe,  Mich- 
igan; and  after  a brief  residence  there,  to  Napoleon,  Ohio.  He  at- 
tended the  public  schools  there,  and  further  pursued  his  studies  at 
the  Ohio  Northern  University,  Ada,  Ohio,  and  at  Capital  University, 
Columbus,  Ohio.  In  the  meantime  he  had  learned  the  printer’s  trade 
and  edited  and  published  a Democratic  German  newspaper  at 
Bowling  Green  during  the  Campbell  gubernatorial  campaign.  In 
1895  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  and  has  since  been  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession. 

Judge  Daman  has  always  been  identified  with  the  Democratic 
Party  and  has  been  very  active  in  support  of  its  principles.  In  1896 
and  1897  he  was  chairman  of  the  Henry  County  Central  Committee; 
and  under  his  leadership  that  committee  rolled  up  the  largest  majority 
for  the  ticket  that  Henry  County  has  shown  since  the  Cleveland  cam- 
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paign  in  1884.  He  has  been  a member  of  the  committee  contin- 
uously since  that  time,  and  has  been  delegate  to  several  state  conven- 
tions. 

In  1896  he  was  elected  Township  Clerk,  and  reelected  in  1898 
with  an  increased  majority.  In  1905  he  was  elected  Judge  of  the 
Probate  Court  and  in  1908  reelected,  leading  his  ticket.  When 
first  elected  he  was  the  youngest  Judge  of  that  Court  in  the  state. 
During  his  incumbency  he  has  occupied  the  bench  in  the  hearing  of 
a number  of  important  cases,  and  has  acquitted  himself  in  a manner 
that  would  have  done  credit  to  the  oldest  and  ablest  jurist  in  the 
state.  His  unflinching  probity  and  fairness  have  won  for  him  the  re- 
spect of  both  litigants  and  attorneys. 

Judge  Daman  is  of  German  descent  and  is  the  son  of  a Lutheran 
clergyman.  On  February  14,  1906,  he  was  married  to  Nellie  Brown, 
former  court  stenographer  of  the  3rd  Sub-Division  of  the  Third  Ju- 
dicial District  of  Ohio. 

Charles  Michael  Diehl  was  born  at  Big  Plain,  Madison 
County,  Ohio,  October  3,  1866.  He  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  and  the  high  school  at  Mt.  Sterling,  his  parents  having  moved 
to  that  place  when  he  was  quite  young. 

Early  in  life  Mr.  Diehl  formed  a liking  for  politics  and  since 
he  became  of  age  has  been  an  active  Democrat.  For  twenty  years  he 
has  been  a member  of  the  County  Central  Committee  and  served  six 
years  on  the  Executive  Committee.  He  takes  a warm  interest  in 
the  public  schools  and  has  been  a member  of  the  Board  of  Education 
for  sixteen  years.  He  is  a good  organizer  and  an  effective  campaign 
worker,  and  although  he  has  never  aspired  for  office  he  was  elected 
County  Commissioner  in  1911  by  a substantial  majority.  He  has  at- 
tended many  conventions  and  was  a member  of  the  Judicial  Convention 
of  1910,  which  nominated  Judge  Crow,  and  the  State  Convention 
of  1908  which  gave  Judson  Harmon  his  first  nomination  for  Governor. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  the  Knights  of  Pythias 
and  the  Red  Men. 

On  November  30,  1887,  Charles  M.  Diehl  married  Ida  M., 
daughter  of  Jackson  Harper  of  Union  County.  They  have  five  chil- 


. 

. 

. 


THE  DEMOCRATIC  PARTY  OF  OHIO 


155 


dren,  namely,  William  A.,  Walter  A.,  Charles  Fay,  Bertha  Jeanette 
and  Eva.  Mr.  Diehl’s  parents  were  William  A.  and  Mary  Jane 
(Robey)  Diehl.  William  Diehl  was  born  in  Germany,  May  9, 
1836  and  came  to  America  in  1854.  He  was  a farmer  and  a staunch 
Democrat. 

H.  W.  DUFF,  son  of  Peter  and  Sarah  (Tauquary)  Duff,  is  a 
native  of  Jefferson  Township,  Fayette  County.  He  grew  up  on  the 
farm  and  received  his  early  education  in  the  district  school.  He  has 
always  retained  his  interest  in  agriculture  and  is  still  engaged  in  that 
occupation. 

Mr.  Duff  is  a life  long  Democrat  who  never  loses  his  interest  in 
the  Party  and  who  is  as  steadfast  in  defeat  as  in  victory.  He  was 
elected  Treasurer  of  Jefferson  Township  in  1900  for  a term  of  three 
years,  and  is  one  of  the  three  Democrats  who  have  ever  held  that 
office.  He  has  been  a member  of  the  township  executive  committee 
for  fifteen  years  and  in  1 909  was  elected  Mayor  of  Jeffersonville.  He 
has  been  delegate  to  many  state  conventions  and  is  an  active  worker  in 
every  campaign. 

JAMES  A.  Devine  is  a native  of  Ross  County,  where  he  was 
born  April  25,  1874.  He  attended  the  Frankfort  public  schools 
until  1890  when,  after  being  engaged  a year  in  farming,  he  entered 
the  mercantile  business  in  1891  and  continued  in  that  line  until  1897. 

Mr.  Devine  has  always  been  a strong  supporter  of  the  Democratic 
Party  and  has  taken  an  active  part  in  every  campaign  for  many 
years.  In  addition  to  his  local  activities  he  has  been  a member  of  the 
State  Central  Committee  and  a delegate  to  every  state  convention 
from  1899  down  to  the  present.  He  served  as  Sheriff  of  Ross  County 
for  two  terms,  covering  the  years  1901-02-03-04.  His  social  affilia- 
tions are  with  the  B.  P.  O.  E.  and  the  Knights  of  Columbus. 

On  October  30,  1895,  James  A.  Devine  married  Miss  Maud 
F.  Coyner.  Mr.  Devine’s  parents  were  John  and  Mary  Devine. 
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Thomas  A.  Edmondson  was  born  at  Urbana,  Ohio,  May  3, 
1870,  and  received  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
city  and  the  parochial  schools  of  Bellefontaine.  At  the  age  of  sixteen 
he  entered  the  telegraph  service  of  the  Big  Four  Railroad  Company, 
where  he  remained  a few  years,  after  which  he  took  a position  with  the 
Illinois  Car  Company  at  Urbana  as  timekeeper.  From  that  position 
he  was  advanced  to  the  position  of  Superintendent  and  finally  became 
Secretary  and  General  Manager,  which  position  he  now  occupies.  He 
is  also  Treasurer  of  the  Urbana  Lighting  Company. 

Mr.  Edmondson  is  an  ardent  Democrat  who  takes  a deep  interest 
in  public  affairs  and  is  in  every  way  abreast  of  the  most  advanced  polit- 
ical thinkers.  In  1895  he  was  elected  to  the  city  council  and  served 
two  succeeding  terms.  For  years  he  has  been  a member  of  the  County 
Central  Committee  and  Vice-President  of  the  County  Executive  Com- 
mittee. He  has  attended  many  county,  judicial  and  congressional 
conventions  and  was  a delegate  to  the  state  convention  of  1 908  which 
gave  Harmon  his  first  nomination  for  Governor.  He  is  an  untiring 
worker  and  is  a member  of  the  Board  of  Public  Safety  in  Urbana. 
He  has  never  sought  any  political  office  or  appointment  and  the  honors 
he  has  received  have  come  to  him  unsolicited.  His  fraternal  organiza- 
tions are  the  Knights  of  Columbus  and  the  Ancient  Order  of  Hibern- 
ians, of  which  he  has  twice  been  President. 

On  October  18,  1893,  Thomas  A.  Edmondson  married  Mar- 
garet, daughter  of  Owen  and  Julia  Coughlin,  of  Urbana.  They  have 
three  children,  namely:  Lucile,  George  and  Thomas.  Mr.  Edmond- 
son’s father,  John  C.  Edmondson,  was  born  in  Waterford,  Ireland,  in 
1830  and  died  in  1905.  He  came  to  America  alone  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  years  and  settled  at  once  in  Urbana.  He  became  a promi- 
nent grain  dealer  and  was  a staunch  Democrat  and  public  spirited  citi- 
zen. He  was  Superintendent  of  the  State  Arsenal  under  Governor 
Campbell.  He  married  Johanna  Hynes.  She  came  to  America, 
when  an  infant,  with  her  parents.  They  had  a family  of  seven  chil- 
dren, namely:  Margaret,  now  Mrs.  F.  E.  Fitzgibbons  of  Newark, 
Ohio;  Thomas  A.;  Esther,  Frances,  now  Mrs.  H.  L.  Nixon  of  Okla- 
homa City;  Harry  A.,  and  Gertrude,  now  Mrs.  Thorpe  of  Colum- 
bus, Ohio. 
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GODFRIED  Ehrat  was  born  in  Switzerland,  April  1 8,  1 861 . In 
1861  his  parents  came  to  America  and  proceeded  directly  to  Fulton 
County,  Ohio,  where  they  settled  and  where  Mr.  Ehrat  has  since 
resided.  He  attended  school  until  sixteen  years  of  age,  worked  on  a 
farm  for  the  next  four  years  and  then  engaged  in  the  meat  business 
with  his  father.  He  continued  in  that  business  for  many  years,  but 
finally  took  up  his  present  business,  that  of  stock  buyer. 

Mr.  Ehrat  has  always  been  a staunch  Democrat,  taking  an  active 
part  in  township  and  county  affairs  and  attending  county  conventions 
and  working  during  campaigns.  He  has  been  constable  of  Marshall 
Township,  was  councilman  for  ten  years  and  a member  of  the  school 
board  for  fourteen  years.  These  periods  of  service  in  important  offices 
show  that  he  has  been  intimately  associated  with  the  business  and  edu- 
cational life  of  his  county. 

In  1883  Godfried  Ehrat  married  Christina,  daughter  of  John 
Beck  of  Henry  County.  They  have  two  children  living,  Frank  Alex- 
ander, who  is  a business  man  of  Arcbold,  and  Miss  Mary  Amelia 
Ehrat.  Mr.  Ehrat’s  parents  were  Jacob  and  Varina  (Bucher)  Ehrat. 
Jacob  Ehrat  was  a public  spirited  Democrat,  a reliable  business  man 
and  was  a Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Judge  Charles  J.  Estep  was  born  at  Cadiz,  Ohio,  July  23rd, 
1858.  He  graduated  from  Wooster  University,  read  law  with  his 
father  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1881.  In  1884  he  moved  to 
Cleveland  and  began  the  active  practice  of  his  profession,  in  which  he 
has  achieved  distinction.  He  was  elected  Prosecuting  Attorney  on 
the  Democratic  ticket  in  1887  and  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  was 
reelected  in  1889.  He  was  First  Assistant  Director  of  Law  under 
Judge  James  Lawrence  from  1893  to  1895.  In  the  last  named  year 
he  became  a law  partner  of  Judge  Lawrence  and  the  firm  existed  until 
1902  when  he  became  Assistant  Director  of  Law  under  Newton  D. 
Baker  and  occupied  that  position  until  1906,  when  he  was  elected 
Common  Pleas  Judge.  He  occupied  the  Common  Pleas  bench  for 
two  years  but  in  the  Taft  campaign  of  1908  was  defeated  for  reelec- 
tion  to  that  office.  However,  in  1910,  he  was  nominated  for  Common 
Pleas  Judge  and  was  elected. 
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CHARLES  Edington  was  born  at  New  Lexington,  Perry  Coun- 
ty, Ohio,  April  4th,  1864.  At  the  age  of  thirteen  he  left  school  and 
went  to  work  in  the  packing  house  of  J.  D.  Webster  where  he  remained 
two  years,  after  which  he  was  in  the  employ  of  O.  Bear  of  Shawnee  in 
the  hotel  and  livery  business  for  four  years.  He  then  went  to  Nelson- 
ville  and  took  charge  of  his  livery  business  for  Ed.  Doris,  but  soon 
became  weighman  in  a coal  mine,  and  was  so  occupied  for  two  years. 
He  then  embarked  in  the  livery  business  for  himself  and  conducted  it 
for  two  years,  when  he  became  inside  foreman  for  the  Nelsonville 
Brick  Company.  At  the  end  of  a year  he  was  made  manager  of  the 
plant  and  filled  that  position  for  eight  years,  resigning  to  accept  the 
appointment  of  Chief  of  Police,  which  was  tendered  to  him  by  Mayor 
Wells  in  1909.  This  position  Mr.  Edington  now  holds. 

Chief  Edington  has  been  delegate  to  many  Democratic  county 
and  state  conventions.  Before  becoming  Chief  of  Police  he  was  a 
candidate  for  marshal  on  the  Democratic  ticket  but  lost  out  through  a 
misunderstanding.  He  helped  to  erect  the  stand  from  which  Allen 
G.  Thurman  spoke  at  the  memorable  political  meeting  held  in  Nelson- 
ville in  1888.  Mr.  Edington  was  a member  of  the  Ohio  National 
Guard  for  five  years. 

On  October  1 9th,  1 886,  Charles  Edington  married  Ella  Newton 
of  Nelsonville,  Ohio.  They  have  two  children  living  and  also  two 
grandchildren. 


Ralph  Wigmore  Edwards  was  born  at  Cardiff,  Wales,  Feb- 
ruary 1,  1879.  He  came  to  the  United  States  in  1885,  removing  to 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  after  many  years*  residence  in  New  York  City.  He 
studied  law  at  the  Cleveland  Law  School,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
1901,  and  has  since  practiced  law  at  Cleveland,  being  a member  of 
the  firm  of  Geier,  Farrell  & Edwards.  Mr.  Edwards  is  a Democrat 
and  in  1910  was  elected  a member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  79th  General  Assembly.  In  February,  1912,  he  was  appointed  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Civil  Service  Commissioners  of  the  City  of 
Cleveland. 
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SAMUEL  Eichenbaum  was  born  in  Zeboro,  Hungary,  near 
Budapest,  and  attended  the  grammar  school  in  his  native  country  until 
1869.  He  then  came  to  the  United  States  and  in  1870  went  to  Cin- 
cinnati and  became  a clerk  in  a retail  grocery.  In  1873  he  moved 
to  Shawnee,  Perry  County,  and  became  a clerk  in  a dry  goods  store. 
In  1881  he  settled  in  Corning  where  he  clerked  for  two  years  and  then 
went  into  the  dry  goods  business  for  himself. 

Mr.  Eichenbaum  is  one  of  the  best  known  Democrats  in  Perry 
County  and  has  taken  an  active  part  not  only  in  the  work  and  councils 
of  his  party  but  has  been  a prominent  factor  in  the  public  affairs  of 
Corning  for  many  years.  He  was  elected  a member  of  the  council 
in  1882  and  served  one  term.  He  also  served  as  Postmaster  under 
Grover  Cleveland’s  administration  from  1 885  to  1 889.  He  was  also 
elected  Treasurer  of  the  corporation,  and  has  been  President  of  the 
School  Board  for  sixteen  years.  Four  times  he  has  been  elected  Mayor 
of  Corning  and  is  now  serving  his  fourth  term.  When  he  was  first 
elected  the  town  was  two  to  one  Republican  but  its  political  complex- 
ion has  changed  very  materially,  owing  in  no  small  degree  to  the  ability 
and  personality  of  Mayor  Eichenbaum.  His  ability  as  a public  official 
and  the  interest  he  takes  in  the  welfare  of  his  community  have  made 
him  universally  popular  and  he  has  been  elected  to  every  office  for 
which  he  has  been  a candidate.  He  is  a regular  attendant  at  all  coun- 
ty and  judicial  conventions  and  was  a delegate  to  the  state  convention 
that  nominated  James  E.  Campbell  for  Governor  in  1889.  Mr. 
Eichenbaum  was  assistant  secretary  of  the  convention  at  Delaware  in 
1895  which  nominated  two  candidates  for  the  State  Senate,  George  L. 
Pagett  and  William  Lawrence.  The  convention  being  split,  Mr.  Pag- 
ett  started  a movement  for  a new  convention  and  Mr.  Eichenbaum 
speaking  in  reference  to  this  said:  “I  agree  with  Mr.  Pagett  in  re- 

storing harmony  and  unity  to  this  district.  In  the  interest  of  Democ- 
racy a new  committee  should  be  called.  In  my  judgment  the  commit- 
tee should  call  a new  convention  and  nominate  some  man  who  has  not 
been  a candidate  before  at  the  Delaware  convention  and  this  district  will 
send  a Democratic  Senator  to  the  next  General  Assembly  who  will  be 
of  some  assistance  to  the  next  Democratic  Governor.  I also  suggest 
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that  if  a new  convention  is  called  the  28th  of  August  will  be  a good 
day  and  Zanesville  a good  place.  The  delegates  can  remain  there  for 
the  State  Convention.” 

Mr.  Eichenbaum’s  father,  Isaac  Eichenbaum,  was  a merchant  in 
Germany.  His  mother  was  Eva  Steele  Eichenbaum,  who  is  still  living. 
In  1883  Samuel  Eichenbaum  married  Fanny  Rosenberg  of  New  York 
City.  They  have  two  children,  Sol  and  Bertha.  Sol  Fischer  Eich- 
enbaum is  a graduate  of  Corning  high  school  and  is  now  employed  in 
his  father’s  store.  Miss  Eichenbaum  attended  Denison  University 
one  year  and  is  now  a student  at  Western  Reserve  at  Cleveland,  Ohio. 
Samuel  Eichenbaum  is  a Thirty-Second  Degree  Mason  and  has  passed 
through  all  the  chairs.  He  is  a member  of  the  Blue  Lodge  of  Corning. 

Lewis  Englebry  is  one  of  the  best  known  Democrats  as  well  as 
one  of  the  best  known  business  men  in  Vermillion,  Ohio.  His  father, 
Jacob  Englebry,  who  was  a native  of  the  old  country,  was  also  a 
Democrat  and  an  active  politician,  participating  as  a delegate  in  a num- 
ber of  conventions  and  doing  valuable  work  for  the  party  through  many 
campaigns. 

Lewis  Englebry  was  born  at  Vermillion,  Ohio,  September  7th, 
1873,  and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  place.  He 
has  been  engaged  in  business  since  quite  a young  man  and  is  one  of  the 
best  known  clothiers  and  outfitters  in  Northern  Ohio.  He  has  taken 
an  interest  in  politics  since  he  became  of  age  and  has  been  active  in  his 
support  of  the  Democratic  Party  for  the  past  six  years.  He  has  been 
a member  of  the  Board  of  Deputy  State  Supervisors  of  Elections  and 
has  served  as  a delegate  to  a number  of  conventions.  He  was  particu- 
larly active  in  his  support  of  Congressman  Carl  C.  Anderson  and  was  a 
member  of  the  convention  that  nominated  Mr.  Anderson  from  the 
13th  Congressional  District  at  Tiffin,  in  1908.  Mr.  Englebry  also 
takes  the  interest  of  a good  business  man  in  the  public  affairs  of  Ver- 
million and  has  served  on  the  council  board. 

On  August  9th,  1899,  Lewis  Englebry  married  Carrie  Bell. 


. 


V 

■ 


THE  DEMOCRATIC  PARTY  OF  OHIO 


161 


Hon.  WILLIAM  J.  Frey. — There  are  two  classes  of  active 
Democrats  in  Ohio,  as  elsewhere.  The  members  of  the  first  class  are 
actuated  by  patriotism — believing  as  they  do  that  the  success  of  the 
Democratic  Party  and  the  application  of  the  principles  of  Democracy 
will  be  to  the  best  interests  of  all  the  people;  the  members  of  the  second 
class  are  actuated  by  purely  selfish  motives.  The  members  of  the 
first  class  are  in  politics  for  principle;  those  of  the  second  class  are 
Democrats  for  revenue  only.  Fortunately  the  first  class  predominates 
in  Ohio,  and  of  the  members  of  the  first  class  there  is  no  more  en- 
thusiastic and  unselfish  Democrat  than  William  J.  Frey. 

Mr.  Frey  is  a citizen  of  Findlay  where  for  many  years  he  has 
been  one  of  the  most  prominent  factors  in  the  upbuilding  of  that 
progressive  municipality.  He  was  born  in  Bellefontaine,  Ohio,  in 
1854.  His  parents  were  from  the  state  of  Maryland  and  were 
visiting  in  Bellefontaine  when  William  J.  Frey  was  born.  The  fam- 
ily moved  to  Bellefontaine  in  1861  and  to  Findlay  in  1863,  where 
Mr.  Frey  was  educated  in  the  common  schools.  His  education  was 
completed  in  the  Cleveland  Business  College. 

After  leaving  school  Mr.  Frey  became  engaged  in  the  drug  busi- 
ness, in  which  he  was  pre-eminently  successful.  His  investments  in 
other  lines  of  business  proved  paying  one  and  it  was  not  many  years 
before  he  was  rated  as  one  of  the  most  substantial  of  the  business  men 
of  Findlay.  Mr.  Frey’s  success  in,  and  close  attention  to,  financial 
matters,  however,  have  not  precluded  his  taking  an  active  interest  in  the 
political  activities  of  his  county,  district  and  state.  From  his  very 
boyhood  he  has  always  been  an  enthusiastic  adherent  of  the  Demo- 
cratic Party.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  was  elected  secretary  of 
the  Democratic  Executive  Committee  of  Hancock  County.  He  was 
a member  of  the  State  Central  Committee  as  the  representative  of  the 
Democrats  of  the  Eighth  Congressional  District  in  1901,  1902,  1903 
and  1904,  and  Chairman  of  the  committee  in  1901,  1902  and  1903. 
Mr.  Frey  is  probably  the  only  new  member  ever  elected  chairman  of 
this  most  important  committee.  In  1902,  as  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee, he  called  the  leading  Democrats  of  Ohio  into  conference  rela- 
tive to  the  condition  and  welfare  of  the  Party.  From  1891  for  four- 
teen years  the  Democracy  of  Ohio  met  with  defeat,  as  a rule,  by 
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pluralities  of  more  than  ordinary  magnitude.  This  was  largely  due 
to  the  utterly  false  idea  that  the  Democratic  Party  was  responsible  for 
the  panic  of  1893  and  the  depression  that  followed  until  1897  and 
that  the  Republican  Party  was  responsible  for  the  stimulation  of  prices 
really  caused  by  the  Spanish- American  War  and  the  increased  pro- 
duction of  gold.  In  1897  the  Democrats  of  the  state  regained  some 
lost  ground  as  the  result  of  the  splendid  canvass  of  Hon.  Horace  L. 
Chapman,  candidate  for  Governor.  In  1898,  while  the  Republican 
plurality  for  Secretary  of  State  was  about  68,000  the  Democracy 
came  out  of  the  battle  not  without  credit.  In  1 899  the  Party  was  dis- 
tracted by  factionalism,  but  was  not  considered  disastrously  defeated. 
In  1900  the  glamour  of  the  Spanish- American  War  aided  the  Re- 
publicans and  they  carried  the  state  by  more  than  63,000  plurality. 
The  defeat  of  Col.  James  Kilbourne  for  Governor  in  1901  was  due 
directly  to  the  assassination  of  President  McKinley  at  Buffalo. 
Another  cause  of  defeat  was  the  utter  lack  of  Democratic  organiza- 
tion. Since  the  days  of  John  G.  Thompson,  for  years  Chairman  of 
the  Democratic  Executive  Committee,  a new  chairman  was  elected  each 
year,  he  and  his  assistants  opening  their  headquarters  during  the  latter 
days  of  August  or  early  in  September,  inherited  from  their  predeces- 
sors a few  old  desks  and  broken  chairs,  but  no  records  whatever.  They 
were  fortunate  if  they  ascertained  the  names  of  the  members  of  the 
various  county  central  committees  before  election  day.  And  op- 
posed to  them  were  such  past  masters  of  the  art  of  political  organiza- 
tion as  Charles  Kurtz  during  the  days  of  Foraker’s  supremacy  and 
Charles  Dick  during  the  Hanna  dynasty  when  the  Republican  Party 
was  organized  not  only  by  precincts,  but  by  blocks  in  the  cities  and 
quarter-sections  in  the  country.  It  was  after  such  a series  of  defeats 
and  mismanagement  that  William  J.  Frey  won  honorable  distinction 
as  one  of  the  Party  leaders  in  Ohio.  It  was  his  clear  insight  into 
the  necessity  of  organization  that  caused  him  to  call  the  conference  of 
January,  1902.  It  was  at  this  conference  that  a permanent  organiza- 
tion committee  was  perfected  and  financed.  This  committee  consisted  of 
Harvey  C.  Garber,  Chairman,  Charles  W.  Baker,  William  R.  Burnett, 
William  J.  Frey  and  Charles  P.  Salen.  Headquarters  were  opened 
in  Columbus  in  January,  1902,  and  during  that  year  a perfect  organiza- 
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tion  was  perfected.  It  was  the  work  of  this  committee  that  formed 
the  basis  of  an  organization  that  elected  a Democratic  Governor  in 
1903  and  again  in  1908  and  1910. 

Mr.  Frey  has  never  been  an  aspirant  for  office,  but  in  1904  he 
responded  to  a call  from  his  party  and  led  a forlorn  hope  as  candidate 
for  Congress  from  the  hopelessly  Republican  Eighth  District,  in  the 
face  of  the  Roosevelt  landslide.  He  repeated  the  performance  in 
1903  when  he  was  the  candidate  of  his  party  for  the  State  Senate. 
In  1908  he  was  drafted  as  a candidate  for  Treasurer  of  Hancock 
County  and  to  the  surprise  of  all  but  his  friends  he  was  elected  and  re- 
elected in  1910. 

Mr.  Frey  is  interested  in  the  Courier  Publishing  Company  of 
Findlay,  one  of  the  ablest  Democratic  papers  in  Ohio  and  is  one  of 
its  directors. 

Mr.  Frey  is  not  an  orator,  as  that  term  is  generally  understood, 
but  his  remarks  are  always  so  logical,  so  fearless,  and  uttered  with  such 
manifest  sincerity  that  he  accomplishes  results  that  many  orators  might 
with  reason  envy,  and  his  services  are  always  in  demand  on  the  stump 
and  at  Democratic  gatherings  both  within  and  beyond  the  borders  of 
Ohio.  As  Chairman  of  the  State  Central  Committee  he  presided  over 
many  a tempestuous  gathering,  but  there  was  never  a time  that  he  was 
not  in  absolute  control  and  when  he  arose  to  speak  his  quiet  modulated 
voice  always  commanded  and  secured  silence. 

Mr.  Frey  is  an  enthusiastic  fraternity  man  and  stands  high  in  the 
councils  of  social  and  benevolent  orders.  Among  his  many  activities 
for  the  benefit  of  his  fellows  was  his  organization  of  the  Associate 
Members  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  of  which  he  is  the 
Commander  General.  This  association  is  composed  of  non-members 
of  the  G.  A.  R.,  men  who  were  too  young  to  enter  the  service  of  the 
Union  during  the  Civil  War  and  many  born  since  its  close.  Its  pur- 
pose is  to  co-operate  in  the  perpetuation  of  the  memory  of  the  deeds 
and  services  of  the  veterans  who  are  fast  being  mustered  out  by  the 
Supreme  Commander  of  the  Universe. 
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HENRY  Esbaugh,  ex-Sheriff  of  Montgomery  county,  was  born 
in  Jefferson  Township,  Montgomery  County,  Ohio,  July  9,  1873. 
He  is  a farmer  by  occupation  and  has  followed  that  business  continu- 
ally since  his  school  days.  In  politics  he  has  always  been  an  ardent 
and  active  Democrat,  and  while  never  asking  any  preferment  he  has 
always  manifested  a capacity  for  leadership,  and  an  ardor  in  his  work 
for  his  party  which  have  made  him  both  influential  and  highly  re- 
spected. 

He  held  his  first  public  position  when  he  was  elected  trustee  of 
Jefferson  township  in  1903.  That  position  he  filled  with  great  ac- 
ceptability until  1908. 

Mr.  Esbaugh’s  services  to  the  Democratic  party  were  more 
largely  recognized  in  1906  when  he  was  nominated  for  sheriff  of 
Montgomery  county,  and  although  he  was  defeated  he  was  again 
nominated  in  1908  and  at  the  November  election  that  year  he  won  by 
a handsome  majority. 

He  has  proved  a most  capable  official  and  his  conduct  of  the 
affairs  of  his  office  were  so  acceptable  to  the  people  at  large  that  be- 
fore his  term  expired  in  1910  he  was  reelected  by  an  increased  ma- 
jority. 

Sheriff  Esbaugh  moved  into  Dayton  January  4,  1909,  where  he 
still  resides,  attending  to  the  duties  of  his  responsible  office. 

In  1908  Sheriff  Esbaugh  was  captain  of  the  Jefferson  Township 
Law  and  Order  League,  an  organization  which  has  been  productive 
of  much  good.  He  is  a member  of  several  societies,  among  them 
being  The  Modern  Woodmen,  The  Junior  Mechanics,  The  Eagles, 
The  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  the  B.  P.  O.  E. 

In  J,901  Henry  Esbaugh  married  Miss  Sarah  Olt,  and  they 
have  five  children,  namely,  Christina,  Catherine,  Marie,  Alice  and 
Henry  Leo. 

Emmit  Elmer  Everett  was  bom  May  21,  1876,  and  after 
completing  a common  school  course  began  teaching  at  the  age  of  eight- 
een and  continued  in  that  profession  for  seven  years.  He  then  at- 
tended Lima  College  for  four  years  and  later  became  Superintendent 
of  Schools  at  Farmersville,  Ohio.  He  began  the  study  of  law  under 
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T.  R.  Hamilton  and  William  Klinger  and  took  a course  in  the  law 
department  of  Ohio  State  University,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
in  the  class  of  1905.  One  year  before  graduating  he  was  admitted 
to  the  bar.  He  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Lima  and  speed- 
ily became  recognized  as  a lawyer  of  unusual  ability  and  sterling  qual- 
ities. In  1907  he  was  nominated  for  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace 
on  the  Democratic  ticket  and  his  popularity  was  indicated  by  the  fact 
that  he  was  not  only  elected  but  had  a plurality  of  800  votes  over  the 
head  of  the  ticket.  He  was  reelected  in  1911  by  a very  flattering 
majority  and  is  now  a candidate  for  Probate  Judge. 

Mr.  Everett  is  an  ardent  Democrat  and  works  hard  for  his  party. 
He  has  frequently  been  delegate  to  state,  congressional  and  judicial 
conventions  and  has  taken  the  stump  for  both  Harmon  and  Bryan  in 
Allen  County.  He  is  an  able  speaker  and  a strong  campaigner. 

In  March,  1900,  Emmit  Elmer  Everett  married  Gracia,  daughter 
of  Henry  G.  and  Isabel  Crum  of  Wyandot  County.  They  have  two 
children,  Paul  E.  and  William  Howard.  The  Crums  are  one  of  the 
representative  families  of  Wyandot  County  and  Mr.  Crum  is  a vet- 
eran of  the  Civil  War,  in  which  he  served  as  First  Sergeant  of  his 
company.  Mr.  Everett’s  parents  were  Jasper  E.  and  Margaret 
(Reeder)  Everett.  Jasper  E.  Everett  is  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Allen 
County  and  a lifelong  Democrat,  who  has  ably  filled  many  offices  in 
his  township.  Emmit  Elmer  Everett  is  a member  of  the  Modern 
Woodmen  of  America,  B.  P.  O.  E.,  the  Maccabees  and  the  Masonic 
Fraternity,  in  which  he  is  a Knight  Templar. 

Judge  H.  L.  FerneDING,  son  of  Clement  J.  and  Barbara 
(Barlow)  Ferneding,  was  born  in  the  city  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  April 
11,  1872.  After  passing  through  the  parochial  school  he  was  a 
student  for  five  years  at  St.  Mary’s  Institute,  Dayton,  Ohio.  He  then 
entered  the  University  of  Notre  Dame,  South  Bend,  Indiana,  and 
completed  a two  years*  course.  Immediately  after  leaving  the  uni- 
versity he  entered  the  offices  of  Hon.  John  A.  McMahon  and  was  as- 
sociated with  him  for  a period  of  four  years.  During  the  latter  part 
of  that  time  he  entered  the  Cincinnati  Law  School  and  was  graduated 
therefrom  and  admitted  to  the  bar  in  the  Spring  of  1896.  In  the 
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Autumn  of  that  year  he  formed  a partnership  with  Hon.  Charles  W. 
Dale,  forming  the  firm  of  Dale  & Ferneding  which  existed  for  several 
years  and  during  part  of  that  period  included  Judge  D.  B.  Van  Pelt 
as  one  of  its  members.  In  1905  Judge  Dale  was  elected  to  the  Pro- 
bate bench  of  Montgomery  County,  and  H.  L.  Ferneding  became  head 
of  the  firm  of  Ferneding,  McConnaughey  & Shea,  which  existed  until 

1910. 

H.  L.  Ferneding  rose  to  a foremost  place  in  the  bar  of  Mont- 
gomery County  while  still  a young  man  and  became  widely  known 
as  an  able  lawyer.  Also  he  developed  rare  business  and  executive 
ability  and  became  connected  with  various  commercial  enterprises  and 
financial  institutions,  among  them  The  Ferneding-Heyman  Company, 
The  William  Focke’s  Sons  Company,  The  Walker  Lithographing  & 
Printing  Company,  The  Columbia  Land  & Building  Company,  The 
Teutonia  National  Bank  and  The  Dayton,  Springfield  & Xenia 
Southern  Railway  Company. 

He  has  always  been  associated  with  the  Democratic  Party  and 
worked  ceaselessly  and  faithfully  for  the  best  interests  of  his  party, 
seeking  no  honors  for  himself,  but  ever  feeling  amply  rewarded  in 
the  success  of  his  friends.  His  work  and  worth  were  recognized 
in  1910  when  he  was  tendered  the  nomination  for  Judge  of  the  Second 
Circuit,  including  Champaign,  Clark,  Darke,  Fayette,  Franklin,  Green, 
Madison,  Miami,  Montgomery,  Preble  and  Shelby  counties.  At  the 
election  in  November  of  that  year  he  was  elected  over  one  of  the  most 
popular  Republican  judges  in  the  state.  His  career  upon  the  bench 
has  been  unusually  distinguished  in  that  he  has  written  the  opinion  of 
the  Court  on  some  very  important  appeals  and  his  verdicts  have  been 
sustained  by  the  Supreme  Court.  Judge  Ferneding  has  also  filled 
one  other  position  of  great  responsibility.  He  was  appointed  a mem- 
ber of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Ohio  State  Reformatory  by  Gov- 
ernor Nash,  and  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  was  reappointed  by  Gov- 
ernor Harmon.  His  value  on  the  board  is  well  indicated  by  the  fact 
that  the  other  members  elected  him  President  of  the  Board.  The  wel- 
fare of  his  fellowmen  and  the  public  good  appeal  strongly  to  Judge 
Ferneding  and  many  of  his  best  acts  will  never  be  recorded  by  any 
historian. 
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Hon.  JOHN  C.  Fisher  was  born  in  Muskingum  County,  Ohio, 
December  15th,  1840,  and  after  passing  through  the  district  schools 
took  a course  in  Denison  University  where  he  was  a room-mate  of 
Governor  Judson  Harmon.  After  leaving  college  he  became  a news- 
paper contributor  and  in  1866  became  the  editor  and  proprietor  of 
the  Coshocton  Democrat , which  he  continued  to  publish  and  edit  for 
exactly  forty  years  to  a day  from  the  day  he  purchased  it. 

Mr.  Fisher  has  been  a lifelong  Democrat  and  has  done  a great 
deal  for  that  party,  not  only  through  the  columns  of  the  Coshocton 
Democrat , but  by  his  personal  work.  He  was  a member  of  the  Ohio 
State  Senate  in  1873  under  Governor  ‘‘Rise  Up”  William  Allen  and 
again  in  1877  under  Governor  Bishop.  He  served  two  terms  of  three 
years  each  as  member  of  the  State  Fish  Commission,  receiving  his 
first  appointment  by  Governor  Allen  and  his  second  by  Governor 
Bishop.  He  was  Presidential  Elector  in  1880  when  General  Han- 
cock was  the  Democratic  candidate  for  President,  and  has  been  dele- 
gate to  nearly  every  state  convention  for  the  past  forty  years.  Such 
a length  of  faithful  service  to  the  Party  carries  with  it  its  own  eulogy. 

Mr.  Fisher’s  political  reputation  is  that  of  a level-headed  and 
reliable  party.  In  the  councils  of  his  party,  in  political  conventions, 
in  campaign  management  and  as  the  editor  of  a Democratic  news- 
paper, he  is  noted  as  always  safe  and  sane,  and  never  lacking  in  ef- 
ficiency for  promoting  the  principles  of  his  party  and  the  best  interests 
of  its  nominees.  In  nominating  conventions  and  primary  elections  he 
has  been  emphatic  for  competency  and  availability  in  the  candidates 
to  be  elected,  insisting  that  the  character  and  reputation  of  nominees 
was  an  index  helpful  or  detrimental  to  the  party  to  which  they  be- 
longed. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  has  been  an  important  factor  in  the 
business  life  and  industrial  development  of  Coshocton  for  nearly  a 
half  century,  witnessing  and  aiding  in  the  growth  of  a town  of  a few 
hundred  population  into  a substantial  city  of  many  thousands.  For 
twenty  years  he  has  been  the  president  of  the  oldest  and  most  sub- 
stantial building  and  loan  company  in  the  county. 

Mr.  Fisher  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity  and  of  the 
Odd  Fellows  and  has  been  so  for  forty-five  years. 
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Mr.  Fisher’s  father  was  William  Fisher,  who  was  born  in 
Muskingum  County  in  1818.  His  mother  was  Sarah  (Conaway) 
Fisher.  She  was  born  in  Londonderry,  Ireland,  in  1821.  John  C. 
Fisher  married  Sarah  A.  Hawthorne  in  1869.  She  died  in  1906. 
He  has  two  married  daughters,  namely:  Shirley  H.,  now  Mrs.  John 

H.  Ricketts,  and  Nellie  C.,  now  Mrs.  David  Jackson. 

William  Eugene  Fowler,  son  of  Thomas  W.  and  Lucy  L. 
Fowler,  was  born  on  his  father’s  farm  in  Fulton  County,  Ohio,  and 
attended  the  district  school  until  eighteen  years  of  age,  when  he  took 
a course  in  the  Wauseon  High  School  and  finished  his  studies  in  a 
select  school.  He  then  took  a clerkship  at  Delta  and  in  1875  en- 
tered the  clothing  business,  in  which  he  was  engaged  until  1 892  when 
he  organized  the  Building  & Loan  Association  and  became  secretary  of 
that  institution. 

Mr.  Fowler  has  always  been  a consistent  Democrat  and  during 
the  campaigns  of  1876  and  1896  was  especially  active  in  party  work. 
He  was  chairman  of  the  County  Committee  for  years  and  is  now  a 
member  of  the  Central  Committee.  In  1877  he  was  nominated  for 
County  Recorder  but  could  not  overcome  the  normal  Republican  ma- 
jority. He  has  been  delegate  to  county,  judicial,  and  state  conven- 
tions and  is  at  present  a member  of  the  Judicial  Committee  in  his  dis- 
trict. In  1901  he  was  elected  Mayor  of  Delta  and  was  reelected  in 
1903,  which  was  a high  tribute  to  him  as  the  village  of  Delta  is 
normally  two  hundred  Republican. 

Mr.  Fowler  has  been  twice  married.  His  first  wife  was  Mrs. 
Cora  James,  daughter  of  A.  L.  Ackerman.  She  died  in  1900.  His 
second  wife  was  Miss  Nellie,  daughter  of  George  P.  and  Martha 
Oaks  of  Fulton  County.  Mr.  Fowler’s  father,  Thomas  W.  Fowler, 
was  born  in  Cumberland  County,  Pennsylvania,  and  settled  in  Fulton 
County,  Ohio,  where  he  took  up  a farm.  He  was  one  of  the  staunch 
Democrats  of  his  day  in  Fulton  County,  was  a member  of  the  Board 
of  Education  and  a Justice  of  the  Peace  for  many  years.  He  died  in 
1896  in  his  eightieth  year.  William  Eugene  Fowler  is  a member  of 
the  Masonic  Fraternity  and  of  the  Christian  Church. 
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Gen.  Ben  Piatt  Runkle. — A foreign  writer  once  referred 
to  the  United  States  as  a martial  but  not  a warlike  nation.  That  state- 
ment is  personified  in  Gen.  Runkle  who  has  probably  done  more  to 
foster  the  military  spirit  and  to  keep  up  the  esprit  de  corps  of  military 
life  in  his  environments  than  any  other  living  Ohioan.  In  the  War  of 
the  Rebellion  he  was  a dashing  and  intrepid  soldier  and  the  terrible 
wounds  he  received  during  that  conflict  were  not  sufficient  to  abate 
his  military  ardor  which  has  reanimated  several  military  colleges  and 
is  today  an  inspiration  to  the  National  Guard  of  Ohio.  At  the  age  of 
74  he  has  a striking  military  figure. 

Ben  Piatt  Runkle  was  born  at  West  Liberty,  Ohio,  Sep.  3, 
1837  and  received  his  preliminary  education  at  the  old  Geneva  Hall 
(then  an  academy)  now  a college,  at  Beaver  Falls,  Pa.  He  then 
entered  Miami  University  and  was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1837. 
He  studied  law  in  the  office  of  Gen.  Samson  Mason  at  Springfield, 
Ohio,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1839.  He  began  the  practice 
of  law  at  Urbana,  and  in  1860  was  nominated  by  the  Democratic 
Party  for  State  Senator,  but  the  district  was  too  heavily  Republican 
for  a Democrat  to  win.  In  Urbana  he  was  Captain  of  the  Douglas 
State  Guard  for  about  one  year.  Then  his  military  spirit  was  called 
to  the  field  of  actual  warfare  by  the  guns  that  fired  on  Fort  Sumter. 
He  raised  Company  D,  13th  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  which  was  the 
first  company  raised  in  Champaign  County  for  the  War  of  the  Rebel- 
lion, and  was  commissioned  Captain  at  Camp  Jackson,  which  was  on 
the  ground  where  Goodale  Park  in  the  city  of  Columbus  is  now  lo- 
cated. This  was  a three  months*  enlistment,  but  the  regiment  was  re- 
organized in  June  1861  as  a three  years’  regiment  and  be  became  Cap- 
tain of  Company  C,  which  carried  the  colors.  In  October,  1861,  he 
was  made  Major  of  the  regiment  by  election. 

From  June  to  November  1861  the  13th  Ohio  served  in  the  Army 
of  West  Virginia.  In  December  it  became  a part  of  the  Army  of  Ohio 
with  Gen.  Buell  under  whose  command  it  served  until  after  the  Battle 
of  Shiloh.  In  that  great  contest  the  13th  formed  a part  of  Gen.  Crit- 
tenden’s division.  While  charging  a Rebel  battery  Maj.  Runkle  was 
shot  in  both  feet  and  had  several  ribs  broken.  The  battery  was  taken 
and  while  he  and  other  officers  were  reforming  the  regiment  they  were 
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attacked  by  a strong  force  of  Confederates  and  a fierce  conflict  ensued 
during  which  Maj.  Runkle  was  shot  through  the  face  by  a musket  ball 
which  shattered  his  jaw  and  cut  away  part  of  his  tongue,  making  a 
wound  that  would  have  been  fatal  to  most  men.  He  was  unconscious 
for  two  days  and  when  he  finally  revived  it  was  to  find  himself  lying 
in  a row  of  dead  men  laid  out  for  burial.  He  managed  to  get  upon 
his  feet  and  reach  a tent  in  which  there  was  some  hay.  On  this  he  lay 
down  and  shortly  afterward  saw  a man  standing  near  the  tent.  The 
man  was  Lieutenant  John  Brown,  an  Ohioan.  Brown  reported  his 
case  to  the  surgeons,  but  they  would  give  Maj.  Runkle  no  further  at- 
tention, declaring  that  he  could  not  live.  Lieutenant  Brown,  then, 
with  some  difficulty,  got  him  upon  a boat  already  crowded  with 
wounded  and  bound  for  Mound  City,  placing  him  in  charge  of  a ne- 
gro servant. 

The  negro  was  absolutely  faithful  to  him,  procuring  ice  and  eggs 
for  him  under  extreme  difficulties,  guarding  him  faithfully  and  prevent- 
in  the  young  and  inexperienced  surgeons  from  experimenting  upon  him 
in  his  terrible  condition.  A curious  sequel  developed  when  it  was 
found  that  the  negro  had  robbed  nearly  every  one  else  on  the  boat, 
and  barely  escaped  with  his  life.  At  Mound  City  Maj.  Runkle  was 
taken  in  charge  by  Sisters  of  Charity  and  received  the  best  of  atten- 
tion until  he  was  forwarded  tu  Louisville,  Ky.,  by  boat.  On  that 
trip  the  wound  in  his  face  opened  and  a hemorrhage  broke  out 
threatening  his  life,  which  was  only  saved  through  the  ingenuity  of  a 
pilot  who  stuffed  his  mouth  full  of  lint  with  aid  of  a jack-knife.  At 
Louisville  Dr.  Austin  Flint  took  him  in  charge  and  with  great  diffi- 
culty picked  out  the  lint  which  the  pilot  had  packed  into  his  mouth. 
After  two  weeks  in  Louisville  he  returned  home  to  Urbana. 

As  soon  as  Maj.  Runkle  was  able  to  be  about  Gov.  Tod  ap- 
pointed him  Colonel  of  the  45th  Ohio  which  he  proceeded  to  raise  at 
his  own  expense,  and  in  ten  weeks  he  had  a full  regiment.  From 
June  until  the  middle  of  August,  1862,  he  made  patriotic  speeches 
to  encourage  enlistments  and  it  is  a singular  fact,  worthy  of  record, 
that  the  scars  of  war  upon  him  caused  men  to  enlist  even  in  Copper- 
head localities  where  the  war  was  regarded  unfavorably.  He  re- 
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turned  to  the  field  on  August  19th,  1862  and  in  the  fall  of  that  year 
was  assigned  to  the  command  of  a brigade  comprised  of  three  regi- 
ments of  mounted  infantry,  a battery  of  light  artillery,  and  a regiment 
of  cavalry. 

In  1863  his  wounds  broke  out  afresh  and  Col.  Runkle  was  as- 
signed to  duty  with  Gov.  Tod,  who  sent  him  as  his  special  agent  to 
Washington,  in  which  capacity  he  served  until  1864,  when  he  re- 
joined his  regiment  and  went  into  the  Atlanta  campaign,  and  was 
afterwards  assigned  to  the  command  of  a brigade  in  Eastern  Ten- 
nessee under  Gen.  Ammon.  In  July,  1864  he  was  ordered  before 
the  War  Board  and  mustered  out  of  service  because  of  disability 
from  wounds  received  in  action.  He  was  then  assigned  to  the  Vet- 
eran Reserve  Corps  and  commanded  the  21st  Regiment  until  the 
end  of  the  war.  He  was  then  appointed  Major  of  the  45th  U.  S. 
Infantry  by  Secretary  Stanton.  This  regiment  did  duty  in  the  South 
during  the  reconstruction  days  and  there  he  was  identified  with  many 
stirring  incidents,  including  encounters  with  the  Ku  Klux  emissaries. 
He  remained  in  the  South  until  1870  when  he  was  honorably  retired. 

When  in  Washington  representing  Gov.  Tod,  Gen.  Runkle 
was  intrusted  with  the  transaction  of  all  important  business  connected 
with  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  to  his  efforts  entirely  was  due  the  credit 
for  securing  for  this  state  the  cavalry  purchasing  department  which 
was  established  at  Columbus.  He  was  engaged  in  various  duties  for 
the  War  Department  until  1873,  after  which  he  retired  from  active 
service  for  some  years.  In  1879  he  took  charge  of  the  Cadet  Corps 
at  Kenyon  College,  establishing  the  first  corps  in  connection  with  that 
institution.  In  1900  he  became  Commandant  of  Cadets  at  Miami 
University,  and  in  1901  took  a similar  position  in  the  University  of 
Maine  at  Orono.  In  1902  he  took  charge  of  the  Military  Academy 
at  Peekskill,  Newr  York,  where  he  remained  one  and  one-half  years 
when  he  became  Commandant  at  Freehold,  New  Jersey  and  rebuilt 
that  institution  from  10  to  65  cadets.  He  was  then  called  to  the 
Miami  Military  Institute  at  Germantown,  Ohio,  in  1905  where  he 
remained  until  1909  and  became  so  popular  with  both  faculty  and 
cadets  that  when  he  was  leaving  they  presented  him  with  a handsome 
sword. 
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One  of  the  first  acts  of  the  War  Department  after  the  inaugura- 
tion of  Gov.  Harmon  in  1909  was  to  appoint  Gen.  Runkle  Military 
Adviser  of  the  Governor  and  of  the  Secretary  of  War  for  the  State 
of  Ohio.  This  position  he  still  retains  and  through  his  military 
knowledge,  ability  and  zeal  is  doing  magnificent  work  for  the  National 
Guard  of  this  state. 

In  1867  Gen.  Runkle  was  appointed  Lieutenant-Colonel  and 
Brevet-Colonel  in  the  regular  army  for  gallant  and  meritorious  ser- 
vice in  the  Civil  War.  He  had  previously  been  breveted  Major- 
General  of  Volunteers  in  1865.  Gen.  Runkle  has  been  a life-long 
Democrat  and  although  his  military  duties  have  prevented  him  from 
taking  an  active  part  in  politics,  he  has  always  been  an  ardent  advo- 
cate of  the  doctrines  of  Thomas  Jefferson  and  was  a delegate  from 
Kentucky  to  the  National  Convention  at  Cincinnati  which  nominated 
Horace  Greely  for  President  in  1872.  He  is  a member  of  the  G.  A. 
R.,  Loyal  Legion,  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution,  is  a Thirty-Sec- 
ond Degree  Mason,  Founder  and  Past  Grand  Consul  of  the  Sigma 
Chi  Greek-letter  Fraternity  and  of  the  Phi  Beta  Kappa  National 
Literary  Honor  Society.  In  January  1912  Gen.  Runkle  was  ap- 
pointed by  Governor  Harmon  a trustee  of  Miami  University  for  a term 
of  five  years. 

JOSEPH  Fleck  is  not  only  one  of  the  best  Democrats  in  the 
country,  but  is  also  one  of  the  best  makers  of  men’s  clothes.  He  was 
born  July  24,  1861,  and  was  educated  in  a parochial  school.  After 
leaving  school  he  served  an  apprenticeship  in  tailoring  under  his  father 
and  later  spent  a year  and  a half  as  cutter  at  Barnesville,  Belmont 
County,  Ohio.  This  was  in  the  years  1883  and  1884.  Returning 
to  Upper  Sandusky  he  worked  with  his  father  until  1 886  when  he 
went  to  Findlay,  Ohio,  and  remained  there  one  and  one-half  years. 
Again  returning  to  Upper  Sandusky  in  1888  he  was  associated  with 
his  father  until  1901  when  he  established  the  business  which  now  bears 
his  name  and  in  which  he  has  built  up  a high  reputation,  not  only  for 
the  superiority  of  his  work,  but  for  his  honorable  business  methods. 

Mr.  Fleck  has  been  a Democrat  all  his  life  and  has  been  an 
active  and  earnest  worker  for  his  party  upon  all  occasions.  He  has 
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been  sent  as  a delegate  to  many  conventions  and  in  1 895  was  elected 
councilman  in  Upper  Sandusky.  In  1908  he  was  appointed  to  fill 
out  an  unexpired  term  as  Clerk  of  Crane  Township,  and  at  the  expira- 
tion of  that  term  was  elected  to  the  office  which  he  still  continues  to 
fill  with  great  acceptability.  He  has  served  as  secretary  of  the  Wyan- 
dot County  delegation  to  judicial  conventions  and  was  chairman 
of  the  Central  Committee  in  1910.  He  takes  a warm  interest  in  all 
public  and  social  affairs  and  is  a member  of  the  Red  Men,  The  Cath- 
olic Mutual  Benefit  Association  and  the  Home  Guards  of  America. 

On  August  19,  1884,  Joseph  Fleck  married  Magdalena,  daugh- 
ter of  Jacob  Kellar.  They  have  one  daughter,  Mae,  born  in  May, 
1886.  Joseph  Fleck’s  father,  Henry  Fleck,  was  one  of  the  most 
substantial  and  respected  men  of  Upper  Sandusky.  He  was  born  in 
I lockenheim,  Baden,  Germany,  and  married  in  the  old  country,  Dor- 
thea  Bastel.  They  came  to  America  in  1860,  landing  in  New  York 
City  on  July  5th  of  that  year.  They  proceeded  directly  to  Upper  San- 
dusky making  part  of  the  trip  on  the  Hudson  River  and  Lake  Erie. 
In  Upper  Sandusky  he  was  engaged  in  the  tailoring  business  and 
served  ten  years  as  Treasurer  of  Crane  Township.  He  was  twice 
married.  His  first  wife  being  the  mother  of  Joseph  Fleck  and  one 
other  son  and  his  second  wife  the  mother  of  ten  sons  and  one  daughter. 


CLYDE  M.  Foraker  was  born  in  Deavertown,  Morgan  County, 
Ohio,  January  3rd,  1881.  After  his  school  days  he  took  up  teach- 
ing and  taught  school  at  Moxahala  for  six  years,  during  which  time 
he  studied  engineering.  He  was  then  engaged  as  a mining  engineer 
for  four  years.  Mr.  Foraker  has  a liking  for  politics  and  has  been 
active  in  the  political  affairs  of  Perry  County  since  he  became  of  age. 
He  has  been  delegate  to  county  conventions  on  several  occasions  and 
was  elected  County  Auditor  at  the  November  election,  1910,  by  a 
majority  of  977,  which  position  he  is  now  occupying.  Mr.  Foraker 
has  the  honor  of  being  the  first  Democratic  Auditor  of  Perry  County 
in  seventeen  years  and  also  of  being  the  youngest  man  ever  elected 
Auditor  in  his  county.  His  election  was  all  the  more  flattering  be- 
cause Perry  County  is  normally  65  per  cent  Republican. 
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Mr.  Foraker’s  father  was  William  J.  Foraker,  a farmer  of  Mor- 
gan County  and  a life  long  Democrat.  His  mother  was  Martha 
Foraker,  also  of  Morgan  County.  The  Foraker  family  is  one  of  the 
old  American  families.  Mr.  Foraker’s  double  great-grandfather  was 
kidnaped  in  Ireland  and  brought  to  this  country  by  the  English  in 
1 725.  His  great-grandfather  was  born  in  Maryland  and  came  to 
Ohio  about  1818,  settling  in  Morgan  County.  His  grandfather  was 
born  in  May,  1 809. 

In  1903  Mr.  Foraker  married  Miss  Eva  F.  Shepperd  at  Mox- 
ahala.  They  have  one  son,  William  S.  Foraker.  Fraternally  Mr. 
Foraker  is  a Mason,  being  a member  of  Corning  Lodge  No.  584  F. 
& A.  M. 

E.  R.  FLORENCE  was  born  in  Paint  Township,  Madison  County, 
Ohio,  in  1837.  His  father,  Robertson  Florence,  was  born  in  Vir- 
ginia and  was  of  English  ancestry.  E.  R.  Florence  was  educated  in 
the  Cedarville  High  School  and  moved  to  London  in  1873  and  en- 
gaged in  farming  in  Paint  Township. 

When  the  first  call  for  Volunteers  was  made  at  the  outbreak  of 
the  Civil  War,  Mr.  Florence  assisted  in  raising  a company  of  infantry, 
of  which  he  was  made  Captain,  but  was  taken  sick  before  he  could 
reach  the  field,  and  continued  poor  health  prevented  him  from  being 
able  to  serve  in  the  army.  In  politics  he  has  always  been  a Demo- 
crat and  has  taken  so  much  interest  in  public  affairs  generally  that  he 
was  elected  to  the  office  of  Sheriff  of  Madison  County,  and  later  on 
to  the  office  of  County  Treasurer.  While  holding  office  he  gave  his 
whole  time  and  attention  to  his  official  duties,  but  at  the  expiration  of 
his  term  as  County  Treasurer  he  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  for 
some  years  then  returned  to  farming.  Later  he  retired  from  active 
work  but  still  taking  a warm  interest  in  public  affairs  and  enjoying  the 
respect  and  esteem  of  all  who  knew  him.  His  only  society  was  the 
Masonic  Fraternity,  in  which  he  was  a Master  Mason.  Mr.  Flor- 
ence married  Mary  Cover,  who  is  deceased.  Mr.  Florence  died  in 
January,  1912. 
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Hon.  WILLIAM  L.  Finley  has  been  a school  teacher,  a busi- 
ness rnan,  a newspaper  proprietor  and  a politician.  He  was  born  on 
a day  suggestive  of  patriotism,  of  loyalty.  That  day  was  the  anni- 
versary of  the  birth  of  Washington,  February  22,  1868.  He  was  one 
of  the  seven  children  of  L.  W.  and  Jane  Finley,  natives  of  Noble 
County,  and  at  the  time  of  his  birth,  residents  of  Sarahsville.  Mr. 
Finley’s  early  education  was  obtained  in  the  common  schools,  at  the 
Lebanon  Normal  School  and  at  the  Northern  Ohio  University.  He 
taught  school  for  five  years  and  during  that  period  married  Miss  Emma 
Hancher.  Six  children  were  born  to  them.  They  are  Marian, 
Richard,  Myra,  John,  Eleanor  and  Margaret. 

At  the  close  of  his  five  years  of  teaching  Mr.  Finley  had  an  am- 
bition to  go  into  newspaper  work,  and,  as  a consequence,  at  the  close 
of  his  five  years  of  teaching  purchased  the  Caldwell  Press.  He 
bought  his  own  printing  press  and  the  first  lines  he  ever  wrote  for  a 
newspaper  appeared  in  that  publication,  of  which  he  was  proprietor 
until  1893  when  he  entered  the  internal  revenue  service.  In  1897 
he  moved  to  Kenton,  Hardin  County,  where  he  founded  the  Kenton 
Press,  which,  for  the  originality  of  its  editorials  and  other  treatment  of 
political  subjects  made  Mr.  Finley  a power  in  the  Eighth  Congres- 
sional District  and  attracted  the  attention  of  Democratic  publications 
throughout  the  state.  In  1901  Mr.  Finley  organized  the  Scioto  Sign 
Company,  was  elected  its  president  and  has  continued  in  that  capacity 
ever  since.  He  was  a member  of  the  Democratic  State  Central  Com- 
mittee from  the  Eighth  District  and  chairman  of  the  Central  Com- 
mittee in  1903,  secretary  of  the  Democratic  State  Executive  Committee 
in  1903,  1906  and  1907,  and  chairman  of  the  State  Executive  Commit- 
tee from  June  1 908  to  the  present  time.  State  Chairman  Finley  was  fa- 
miliar with  all  the  details  of  thorough  and  comprehensive  organization. 
He  was  selected  to  conduct  the  victorious  Harmon  campaign  in  1 908. 
The  results  of  his  work  were  read  in  the  story  of  ballots  of  the  win- 
ners in  that  conflict.  His  rank  as  a party  organizer  is  as  high  as  that 
of  any  man  who  ever  conducted  a state  canvass  in  a campaign  for 
the  Democracy  of  Ohio  in  a presidential  year. 

In  1906  Mr.  Finley  sold  the  Kenton  Press , and  the  same  year 
came  to  Columbus.  He  was  appointed  Oil  Inspector  by  Governor 
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Pattison  in  that  year  and  served  for  more  than  two  years,  during  which 
time  he  inaugurated  and  carried  out  needful  reforms  in  the  depart- 
ment. In  1910  he  was  reappointed  to  the  office  of  State  Oil  In- 
spector by  Governor  Harmon  and  filled  that  position  until  the  begin- 
ning of  the  state  and  national  campaigns  of  1912.  As  chairman  of 
the  Democratic  State  Executive  Committee  he  devoted  all  his  time 
during  that  campaign  to  the  interests  of  the  Democratic  Party  in  Ohio 
and  has  the  conspicuous  honor  of  having  managed  the  Democratic 
campaign  which  gave  that  party  its  largest  plurality  in  the  history  of 
Ohio.  Mr.  Finley’s  acquaintance  is  statewide  and  his  warm  and 
loyal  friendships  bode  well  for  his  future  both  in  politics  and  in  busi- 
ness. 

DANIEL  Flanagan. — The  Kenton  Democrat , one  of  the  lead- 
ing local  papers  of  the  state,  first  came  into  state  prominence  under  the 
editorship  of  Daniel  Flanagan,  now  deceased,  and  is  at  present  edited 
by  his  son,  Curran  E.  Flanagan  who  has  associated  with  him  in  this 
department  another  of  the  sons,  Thurman  Flanagan,  the  company 
owning  the  paper  being  made  up  of  the  children  of  Daniel  Flanagan, 
T.  J.  Flanagan,  a brother  and  Alfred  Matthews,  a brother-in-law  of 
the  deceased. 

Before  entering  upon  his  career  as  a newspaper  man  the  present 
Editor  served  as  reporter  on  the  Kenton  Democrat , then  conducted 
by  his  celebrated  father,  Daniel  Flanagan. 

Daniel  Flanagan  was  one  of  the  most  notable  newspaper  editors 
in  Ohio  during  the  latter  part  of  the  nineteenth  century.  He  was  born 
in  County  Clare,  Ireland,  in  1840,  and  came  to  America  with  his 
parents  in  1848.  They  landed  at  New  Orleans,  but  later  settled  in 
Butler  County,  Ohio,  and  Daniel  Flanagan  learned  the  trade  of 
printer  in  the  office  of  the  Cincinnati  Enquirer.  From  the  printing 
department  he  developed  into  a reporter  and  on  December  8,  1866, 
moved  to  Kenton  and  purchased  the  Advocate  from  Charles  Zahm. 
That  paper  was  supposed  to  be  the  organ  of  Democracy  in  Hardin 
County,  but  those  were  reconstruction  days  when  Democrats  were 
all  rated  as  Copperheads  and  it  required  a bold  man  to  conduct  a 
Democratic  paper  fearlessly  in  the  face  of  public  sentiment.  Daniel 
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Flanagan  was  such  a man  and  he  speedily  became  known  all  over  the 
state  as  an  able  and  aggressive  Democratic  editor.  He  changed  the 
name  of  the  paper  to  the  Kenton  Democrat  and  conducted  it  until 
1879,  when  he  became  editor  of  the  Herald  of  Delaware.  He  sub- 
sequently purchased  the  Union  Democrat  of  Urbana  and  in  1885,  by 
a transfer  of  properties,  again  came  into  the  ownership  of  the  Kenton 
Democrat , which  he  conducted  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  He 
erected  the  fine  building  in  Kenton  which  became  and  still  is  the 
home  of  the  Democrat.  He  also  associated  with  him  his  brother, 
Thomas  Flanagan,  and  his  brother-in-law,  Alfred  Matthews,  and 
through  able  management  and  editorial  ability  raised  the  paper  to  the 
front  rank  of  the  county  newspapers  of  the  state.  Mr.  Flanagan  was 
a big-brained,  warm-hearted  man  and  one  of  the  most  honest  and 
fearless  editors  the  state  has  ever  produced.  He  was  not  afraid  to 
criticize  leaders  in  his  own  Party,  and  by  his  moral  courage  and  ability 
as  a writer  he  did  more  for  the  Democratic  Party  in  Hardin  County 
than  any  other  one  man  has  ever  done.  In  reconstruction  days  when 
the  Party  was  taboo  he  showed  that  it  was  honorable  to  be  a Demo- 
crat and  manly  to  fight  for  Democratic  principles.  He  was  a hard 
and  earnest  worker  and  probably  shortened  his  days  through  his 
fidelity  to  the  Kenton  Democrat  and  when  he  died  on  February  14, 
1901 , he  left  behind  him  a name  revered  at  home  and  respected  abroad. 

The  Kenton  Democrat  is  the  oldest  newspaper  in  Hardin  County 
and  one  of  the  oldest  in  the  state.  It  was  founded  in  1 844  by  Mathias 
H.  Hichols,  and  was  named  the  Hardin  Democrat . As  previously 
stated  it  is  now  owned  by  the  children  of  Daniel  Flanagan,  with  whom 
their  father’s  partners  are  associated,  and  is  published  by  the  Kenton 
Democrat  Printing  Co.  Both  daily  and  weekly  issues  are  published 
and  the  papejr  continues  to  maintain  the  high  standard  of  excellence  to 
which  it  was  raised  by  Daniel  Flanagan.  The  Kenton  Democrat 
Printing  Company  was  incorporated  in  1898  and  the  present  officers 
are,  Curran  E.  Flanagan,  President  and  General  Manager;  Alfred 
Matthews,  Secretary,  and  Thomas  J.  Flanagan,  Treasurer. 
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Dr.  O.  O.  Fordyce,  Superintendent  of  the  Athens  State  Hos- 
pital, is  unquestionably  the  youngest  man  in  the  United  States  occupy- 
ing such  a position — a position  calling  not  only  for  expert  medical  and 
psychological  knowledge  but  demanding  executive  ability  of  a high 
order  and  the  wisdom  that  is  looked  for  only  in  men  of  years  and 
large  experience.  Hi*  rise  has  been  rapid  but  it  is  no  more  than  com- 
mensurate with  his  professional  success,  which  has  been  remarkable, 
almost  phenomenal,  and  physicians,  much  his  senior  in  years,  speak 
of  him  with  open  admiration  and  the  warmest  eulogy. 

Dr.  Fordyce  is  a native  of  West  Virginia  where  he  was  born 
April  30,  1877,  the  son  of  A.  M.  and  Sarah  E.  (Moore)  Fordyce, 
both  of  whom  were  southerners.  After  receiving  a common  school 
education  he  taught  school  for  three  terms  and  then  became  a student 
in  Marshall  College,  West  Virginia,  where  he  completed  his  literary 
education.  He  then  entered  the  Ohio  Medical  College  at  Columbus, 
Ohio,  where  he  took  a four  years’  course  and  was  graduated  with 
high  honors  in  the  class  of  1903.  His  standing  as  a student  was  ex- 
ceptional and  he  was  immediately  appointed  Interne  in  the  Protestant 
Hospital,  Columbus,  Ohio.  This  position  he  held  for  more  than  a 
year  and  during  that  time  made  a close  study  of  nervous  diseases  under 
Dr.  Kinsman,  the  celebrated  specialist.  To  the  psychology  of  in- 
sanity he  gave  particular  attention  and  was  so  successful  in  all  his  work 
that  he  left  behind  him  at  the  Protestant  Hospital  the  reputation  of 
being  a remarkably  brilliant  young  physician. 

In  1906  he  was  appointed  a member  of  the  medical  staff  of  the 
Athens  State  Hospital.  In  a short  time  he  was  promoted  to  As- 
sistant Superintendent,  and  on  June  I,  1909,  he  was  appointed  Su- 
perintendent— when  he  had  just  passed  his  thirty-second  birthday. 
Under  his  wise  and  capable  management  the  Athens  State  Hospital 
is  doing  unsurpassed  work  for  the  mentally  unsound  and  Dr.  Fordyce 
is  already  recognized  as  one  of  the  leading  alienists  of  America. 

In  politics  Dr.  Fordyce  is  a Democrat,  like  his  father  before 
him,  but  he  has  never  taken  any  active  or  partisan  part  in  public  affairs. 
His  devotion  to  his  profession  and  professional  duties  absorbs  all  his 
time,  and  there  can  be  no  question  but  that  he  is  conferring  a vastly 
greater  benefit  upon  humanity  by  using  his  talents  for  the  alleviation 
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of  human  suffering  than  any  man  can  confer  in  politics.  The  societies 
of  which  he  is  a member  are  all  related  to  his  profession  and  are:  The 
Athens  County  Medical  Society,  The  Ohio  State  Medical  Society, 
and  The  American  Medical  Psychological  Association. 

On  September  10,  1908,  Dr.  O.  O.  Fordyce  married  Ida,  daugh- 
ter of  Mr.  S.  A.  Wilson,  of  Guysville,  Ohio.  Mrs.  Fordyce  has 
been  Matron  of  the  Athens  State  Hospital  since  Dr.  Fordyce  re- 
ceived his  appointment  as  Superintendent.  Mr.  Wilson  is  a promi- 
nent stock  raiser  and  also  one  of  the  most  extensive  farmers  in  Ohio, 
his  farm  near  Guysville  comprising  eighteen  hundred  acres  of  land. 
He  is  also  a prominent  and  influential  Democrat. 

Hon.  John  J.  Frick  was  born  near  Zanesville,  Ohio,  April 
9th,  1873.  He  resided  in  the  country  and  attended  the  district  school 
until  fifteen  years  of  age,  when  he  became  a cattle  dealer  and  sausage 
maker,  and  was  so  occupied  until  1893,  when  he  went  to  Cincinnati, 
on  to  St.  Louis  and  up  into  Iowa,  working  in  several  positions  to  learn 
about  the  meat  business.  He  was  in  Chicago  during  the  panic  of  1 893 
and  then  came  to  Crawford  County,  Ohio,  and  went  to  work  for  the 
Derrs,  stock  dealers  and  butchers.  In  1 895  he  bought  a half  interest 
in  a meat  market,  but  after  three  years  went  into  business  for  himself 
in  Zanesville,  which  he  has  conducted  ever  since. 

Mr.  Frick  is  a staunch  member  of  the  Democratic  Party  in  Mus- 
kingum County.  In  1 905  he  was  candidate  for  Director  of  the  Board 
of  Public  Service  and  was  elected,  although  every  other  office  was 
carried  by  the  Republicans.  At  the  end  of  his  two  year  term  he 
declined  a renomination,  but  in  1910  was  nominated  for  Sheriff  and 
his  election  followed.  At  that  election  he  received  the  largest  Demo- 
cratic vote  ever  cast  for  sheriff  in  the  county.  Sheriff  Frick  has  been 
delegate  to  many  county,  senatorial  and  congressional  conventions  and  is 
widely  known  to  Democrats  over  the  state.  He  is  a most  efficient  and 
popular  official  and  reflects  honor  upon  the  office  which  he  so  ably  fills. 
He  is  a member  of  Zanesville  Lodge  No.  114,  B.  P.  O.  E.,  of  the 
Modern  Woodmen  and  of  the  Odd  Fellows. 

On  December  15th,  1907,  John  J.  Frick  married  Jeannette 
Bower,  daughter  of  John  Bower. 
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HERSHEL  B.  FLICKINGER  was  born  in  Holmes  Township,  Craw- 
ford County,  Ohio,  July  1 1 th,  1 860.  After  passing  through  the 
public  schools  he  was  prepared  for  college  at  the  Bucyrus  High  School, 
and  in  October,  1881,  began  a two-year  commercial  and  scientific 
course  at  Ohio  Northern  University,  Ada,  Ohio.  After  leaving  col- 
lege he  returned  to  Bucyrus  and  was  Clerk  to  the  County  Auditor  for 
two  years,  after  which  he  entered  the  County  Treasurer’s  office  where 
he  remained  four  years.  His  next  position  was  in  the  office  of  the 
County  Surveyor  where  he  was  employed  for  two  years,  and  for  the 
next  three  held  a position  in  the  Recorder’s  office.  In  1893  he  was 
elected  County  Surveyor  for  three  years  and  at  the  end  of  his  term  was 
reelected,  serving  six  years  in  all.  At  the  expiration  of  his  second  term 
he  remained  in  the  Surveyor’s  office  for  the  next  six  years  as  assistant 
to  his  successor,  Charles  Guiss.  In  1893  he  resigned  from  the  Sur- 
veyor’s office  and  since  that  time  has  been  largely  engaged  in  private 
work,  yet  retains  such  an  interest  in  the  Surveyor’s  office  that  he  helps 
out  there  as  occasion  requires. 

Mr.  Flickinger  is  an  ardent  Democrat,  adhering  strictly  to  the 
principles  and  example  of  his  father  and  grandfather,  both  of  whom 
were  “dyed  in  the  wool’’  Democrats,  so  to  speak.  He  is  a strong 
advocate  of  harmony  in  the  Party  ranks  and  his  ability  and  faithful- 
ness in  every  office  he  has  held  have  placed  him  high  in  the  estimation 
not  only  of  Democrats  but  of  the  public  in  general.  He  cast  his  first 
gubernatorial  vote  for  Governor  Hoadley  in  1883  and  his  first  presi- 
dential vote  for  Grover  Cleveland  in  1884.  Since  that  time  he  has 
never  missed  voting  at  any  election  and  has  never  scratched  his  party 
ticket.  He  has  served  as  secretary  of  the  County  Central  Committee 
and  has  been  delegate  to  both  state  and  congressional  conventions. 
Fraternally,  he  is  a member  of  the  B.  P.  O.  E.  and  the  Order  of 
Eagles. 

The  Flickinger  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  Ohio.  Hershel  B. 
Flickinger’s  father,  Horace  H.  Flickinger,  was  born  in  Crawford 
County,  April  22nd,  1833.  He  was  a farmer  and  a man  of  high 
character  and  sterling  qualities.  He  died  May  26th,  1898.  His 
father  came  into  Crawford  County  as  a pioneer  in  the  days  when  it 
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was  a wilderness,  made  for  himself  a home  and  reared  a family  of  12 
children.  Hershel  B.  Flickinger’s  mother  was  Catherine  (Fralick) 
Flickinger,  daughter  of  Henry  Fralick.  She  was  born  August  31st, 
1841,  and  died  November  30th,  1909.  She  was  the  mother  of  five 
children,  namely:  Della  A.,  now  Mrs.  Lincoln  Harvey,  Nevada, 

Ohio;  Clemont  L. ; Alvin  G. ; Carrie  D.,  now  Mrs.  E.  L.  Shumaker 
of  Bucyrus,  and  Hershel  B.  Flickinger. 

FRANK  X.  Frebis  was  born  at  Ripley,  Ohio,  May  7,  1883, 
and  graduated  from  the  Ripley  High  School  in  1901.  In  that  year 
he  entered  the  law  department  of  Ohio  State  University  and  was 
graduated  in  1904  with  the  degree  of  LL.  B.  On  June  22nd  of 
that  year  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Columbus,  having  attained  his 
majority  in  May.  Returning  to  Ripley  he  began  the  practice  of 
his  profession  in  his  native  place  and  was  so  engaged  with  unusual  suc- 
cess until  1910  when  he  was  elected  Prosecuting  Attorney  of  Brown 
County.  In  that  election  he  carried  every  township  and  every  pre- 
cinct, except  two,  in  the  county,  a record  never  before  made  by  any 
candidate  in  Brown  County.  Of  the  two  precincts  which  he  failed 
to  carry  he  lost  one  by  only  two  votes  and  the  other  by  four.  Brown 
is  one  of  the  dry  counties  of  the  state  and  Mr.  Frebis,  although  liberal 
minded,  believes  that  while  a law  is  on  the  statute  books  it  should  be 
enforced ; the  result  is  that  Brown  County  is  remarkably  free  from  the 
sale  of  intoxicating  liquors.  Mr.  Frebis  is  one  of  the  representative 
Democrats  of  Southern  Ohio  and  the  wide  popularity  which  he  has 
attained  before  reaching  his  thirtieth  year  is  a tribute  not  only  to  his 
ability  in  his  profession  but  to  his  sterling  qualities  as  a man.  His 
father  died  when  he  was  fourteen  years  of  age  and  since  that  time 
he  has  been  the  mainstay  of  the  family.  He  participates  actively  in 
the  work  and  councils  of  the  Democratic  Party  in  Brown  County  and 
in  addition  to  his  committee  work  he  has  been  delegate  to  several 
conventions.  He  is  a member  of  no  fraternal  organization;  his  suc- 
cess is  entirely  due  to  his  ability  and  manly  character. 
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Hugh  Gormley  was  born  in  1867,  at  Stockport,  Morgan 
County,  Ohio,  and  attended  school  until  1888,  when  he  was  nineteen 
years  of  age.  He  then  went  into  the  merchant  tailor  business,  in 
which  he  continued  until  1907.  At  present  his  time  is  entirely  occu- 
pied with  the  duties  of  his  office  as  State  Inspector  of  Workshops 
and  Factories.  Mr.  Gormley  is  a man  of  energy  and  action  in  all 
things  and  as  he  is  an  ardent  Democrat  he  has  been  a successful  worker 
for  that  party  ever  since  he  was  old  enough  to  vote.  In  the  Spring  of 
1896,  when  he  was  only  twenty-eight  years  of  age,  he  was  elected 
Mayor  of  Glouster  and  so  capable  an  official  has  he  been  that  he 
has  been  reelected  to  the  office  of  Mayor  seven  times,  making  eight 
successive  terms  in  all  which  he  has  been  chief  magistrate  of  his  village. 
It  is  worthy  of  note  that  this  town  is  normally  two  to  one  Republican. 
He  has  never  missed  a convention  of  any  kind  in  the  state  since  he 
became  of  age  and  was  delegate  to  the  National  Convention  at  Chi- 
cago which  nominated  Bryan  for  President,  and  alternate  to  the 
St.  Louis  Convention  which  nominated  Judge  Parker.  He  was  chair- 
man of  the  Democratic  Executive  Committee  for  six  years  and  was  a 
candidate  of  his  party  for  State  Senator  from  the  Ninth  Senatorial 
District  in  1899,  when  John  R.  McLean  ran  for  Governor  and  again 
in  1903  when  Tom  L.  Johnson  ran  for  Governor. 

In  1909  Governor  Harmon  and  Thomas  P.  Kearns  appointed 
him  State  Inspector  of  Work  Shops  and  Factories,  with  the  duties 
of  which  position  he  is  still  engaged. 

Mr.  Gormley’s  parents  were  Patrick  and  Mary  (Sweeny) 
Gormley.  Patrick  Gormley  was  born  in  County  Cork,  Ireland, 
but  left  his  native  land  for  America  on  St.  Patrick’s  Day,  when  he 
was  sixteen  years  of  age.  He  died  in  1902  at  the  age  of  73.  Mary 
(Sweeney)  Gormley  was  a native  of  Perry  County. 

Hugh  Gormley  married  Myrta  Wagner  of  Morgan  County, 
in  1893.  They  have  three  sons,  Bryan  Jennings,  aged  fifteen,  a 
student  in  the  high  school;  Ralph,  a lad  of  twelve  years,  and  Harmon 
Judson,  an  infant  of  two  years.  Mr.  Gormley  is  a member  of  the 
B.  P.  O.  E.  Nelsonville  lodge  No.  542,  and  also  of  the  Eagles,  the 
Maccabees  and  the  Catholic  Church. 
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WALTER  Gibbins  was  born  at  Middletown,  Ohio,  in  September, 
1883,  and  received  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools.  His 
parents  were  Frank  and  Flora  Gibbins. 

Mr.  Gibbins  is  prominent  in  local  politics  and  is  known  through- 
out Butler  County  as  a staunch  Democrat.  He  has  been  active  in 
local  affairs  and  was  elected  City  Auditor  November  7,  1911,  and  he 
is  a popular  and  highly  competent  official. 

In  1910  Walter  Gibbins  was  married  to  Louise  Bohne.  He 
is  engaged  in  the  heating  and  steel  business  and  is  a member  of  the 
Foresters  and  the  fraternity  of  Odd  Fellows. 

TlMOTHY  Glenn  was  born  in  New  Paris,  Preble  County, 
Ohio,  February  1 1,  1863,  and  after  receiving  a common  school  train- 
ing he  studied  telegraphy  and  entered  the  employ  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Railway  Company  as  operator  in  1880. 

Mr.  Glenn  has  been  a life  long  Democrat  and  has  been  identi- 
fied with  the  Party  both  in  its  successes  and  reverses  for  a third  of  a cen- 
tury. He  was  elected  township  and  corporation  clerk  in  1884  and 
served  three  terms  of  two  years  each  and  in  1892  he  was  elected 
Mayor  of  New  Paris  and  served  one  term  at  that  time.  In  1907  he 
was  again  elected  Mayor  and  in  1911  was  the  nominee  of  the  Demo- 
cratic Party  for  that  office  for  the  third  term,  but  failed  of  election 
by  a very  small  majority,  owing  to  the  universal  sentiment  against 
giving  a man  the  third  term. 

During  Cleveland’s  second  campaign  for  President  in  1888 
Mr.  Glenn  was  a candidate  for  the  office  of  County  Recorder  and 
made  a splendid  contest,  running  far  ahead  of  his  ticket,  but  went  down 
with  the  rest  of  the  Democratic  ticket  in  the  Republican  landslide 
which  swept  over  the  country  that  year.  He  has  been  delegate  to 
many  county  and  congressional  conventions  and  to  some  state  conven- 
tions and  was  very  ardent  in  his  support  of  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Gantz 
and  Dr.  Conelly  for  Congress. 

In  1888  Timothy  Glenn  married  Mary  Sullivan  of  Richmond, 
Indiana,  and  they  have  one  son,  William  H.,  who  is  also  in  the  employ 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Railway  Co.  Mr.  Glenn  is  a member  of  the 
Council  in  the  Knights  of  Columbus. 
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Charles  F.  Gilliam,  M.  D. — The  career  of  Dr.  Charles  F. 
Gilliam  is  a forcible  refutation  of  the  theory  that  environment  makes  the 
man.  His  schoolboy  days  ended  with  his  twelfth  year  when  he  be- 
came a cabin  boy  on  an  Ohio  river  steamer,  and  whatever  he  has 
achieved  in  life  has  been  won  by  his  own  efforts  and  intelligence. 

His  career  on  the  packet  recalls  today  to  his  mind  the  hazards 
of  river  commerce  during  the  dark  days  of  the  Civil  War  when  the 
majestic  Ohio  was  one  of  the  dividing  lines  between  the  conflicting 
forces  of  the  North  and  South.  He  saw  the  towering  hills  that 
fringed  the  shores  of  the  Ohio  and  his  love  of  nature  with  her  ever 
changing  scenes  developed  a love  of  her  in  his  youthful  heart  and 
fired  his  boyish  imagination.  He  was  anxious  to  know  the  meaning 
of  things  and  what  lay  beyond  the  mountain  range.  His  thirst  for 
knowledge  made  him  an  omnivorous  reader  and  his  spare  moments 
on  the  steamboat  and  during  the  hours  of  loading  and  unloading 
at  different  river  points  were  spent  in  study.  After  serving  as  a cabin 
boy  he  became  a clerk  in  a drug  store  and  later  worked  in  a nail  fac- 
tory several  years.  During  these  years  of  toil  and  conflict  against 
obstacles  seemingly  insurmountable  he  kept  up  his  struggle  for  a 
thorough  mastery  of  the  fundamentals  of  an  education  that  fitted  him  at 
the  age  of  nineteen  to  become  a student  in  the  Columbus  Medical  Col- 
lege, from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1878.  After  his  graduation  he 
located  at  Nelsonville,  his  resident  city,  where  for  five  years  he  success- 
fully practiced  his  profession. 

It  was  at  Nelsonville,  long  before  his  admission  to  the  practice 
of  his  profession,  that  he  began  to  take  an  active  interest  in  politics, 
being  selected  as  delegate  to  conventions,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty 
serving  as  secretary  of  one  of  the  conventions  of  the  Democracy  of 
Athens  County.  At  the  age  of  twenty-four  he  was  candidate  for  the 
nomination  for  State  Senator  but  was  defeated.  Always  prominent 
in  the  affairs  of  his  party  either  as  a member  of  committees  or  a worker 
in  the  ranks,  his  departure  for  Washington,  D.  C.  in  1883  to  serve  as 
clerk  of  the  Commission  on  Pensions  and  Bounties  was  a matter  of 
regret  on  the  part  of  the  Democracy  of  Athens  County.  His  duty 
on  this  commission  at  an  end  he  was  appointed  First  Special  Agent 
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of  the  Department  of  Labor  in  1884  and  in  1885  became  chief  of 
Division  of  the  Pension  Department.  When  Harrison  was  inaug- 
urated President  in  1889  Dr.  Gilliam  tendered  his  resignation,  but 
upon  request,  remained  for  a period  of  six  months.  From  the  city 
of  Washington  he  removed  to  Newport  News,  Virginia,  where  he 
at  once  became  active  in  the  affairs  of  the  community.  He  clearly 
saw  the  advantages  of  the  location  of  a great  and  thriving  city  and 
became  agitator  and  leader  of  a movement  to  incorporate  the  town. 
He  was  one  of  the  famous  committee  of  fifteen  (which  in  lieu  of  no 
corporation  virtually  dictated  the  policy  of  the  city)  to  carry  the  pro- 
ject to  completion,  and  one  of  the  five  signers  of  the  charter.  Re- 
moving to  Columbus  in  1897,  he  became  associated  with  his  brother. 
Doctor  Tod  Gilliam  in  the  practice  of  medicine,  and  surgery.  Still 
maintaining  his  interest  in  the  welfare  of  his  party  he  at  once  became 
active  in  politics.  A close  friend  and  admirer  of  Col.  James  Kilbourne, 
he  managed  that  gentleman’s  canvass  for  the  Democratic  nomination 
for  Governor  in  1901.  During  the  succeeding  campaign  he  was  vice 
chairman  and  secretary  of  the  State  Executive  Committee.  He  was  a 
delegate  from  the  Twelfth  Congressional  District  to  the  National 
Democratic  Convention  in  1904  and  was  an  ardent  advocate  of  the 
nomination  of  Colonel  Kilbourne  for  the  Presidency  against  Judge 
Parker.  Colonel  Kilbourne’s  name,  however,  was  not  presented  to 
the  convention. 

Since  December  15,  1909,  by  appointment  from  Governor  Har- 
mon, Dr.  Gilliam  has  been  Superintendent  of  the  State  Hospital  for  the 
Insane  at  Columbus.  Upon  assuming  the  superinter.dency  of  this  great 
institution  for  unfortunate  wards  of  the  state.  Dr.  Gilliam’s  quick  and 
comprehensive  grasp  of  conditions  enabled  him  to  see  wherein  great 
improvements  could  be  made  at  the  minimum  of  cost  to  the  state  and 
at  the  same  time  greatly  enhance  the  comfort  of  the  inmates.  Here- 
tofore the  treatment  of  patients  partook  in  some  respects  of  that  ac- 
corded inmates  in  penal  institutions,  now  they  are  the  recipients  of  care 
that  is  essentially  and  in  every  respect  humanitarian.  Among  other 
improvements  he  has  instituted  the  open  ward  system  and  under  it  the 
harmlessly  insane  are  not  locked  in  their  cells. 
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Other  defects  of  an  antiquated  system  were  soon  discovered. 
Adequate  night  medical  service  was  installed.  There  were  many 
rooms  without  windows  and  the  unfortunates  occupying  cells  without 
the  light  of  day  except  as  it  struggled  in  through  dim  corridors,  have 
been  permitted  to  see  the  sunshine  and  look  forth  upon  the  beauty  of 
the  flowers  and  trees,  supreme  healers  of  the  distressed  in  mind  and 
the  broken  of  heart.  One  hundred  and  fifty  feet  of  serried  wall  has 
been  dotted  with  windows  and  today  patients  in  the  once  darkened 
wards  are  the  recipients  of  a boon  so  simple  and  yet  so  necessary  that  it 
is  a wonder  it  was  not  thought  of  before. 

Under  Dr.  Gilliam’s  supervision  both  the  morals  and  the  efficiency 
of  the  physicians’  and  nurses’  staffs  have  been  advanced.  There 
are  today  seven  attendant  physicians  including  a noted  pathologist. 
These  physicians  meet  regularly  daily  between  the  hours  of  eight 
and  nine  in  the  morning  for  consultation,  thus  contributing  to  intel- 
ligent co-operation  in  the  relief  and  possible  cure  of  diseased  minds. 
There  are  70  male  and  70  female  nurses  and  attendants  who  care 
for  a population  of  1800  patients.  These  are  required  to  report 
systematically  at  stated  hours,  and  under  this  method  the  condition  of 
patients  is  carefully  ascertained  and  remedial  work  both  of  doctors 
and  nurses  is  facilitated. 

Dr.  Gilliam  is  the  author  of  several  very  credible  literary  produc- 
tions, among  which  are  “Love  and  Medicine,’’  and  “A  Victorious  De- 
feat,’* the  latter  being  a very  stirring  political  novel  based  on  the  Colum- 
bus Street  Railway  Franchise  Fight.  He  has  also  written  a number  of 
short  stories  for  the  various  magazines  which  have  been  very  favorably 
received. 

Dr.  Gilliam  was  born  November  9,  1853,  in  Logan  County, 
Ohio,  and  was  married  March  12,  1879,  to  Miss  Martha  Frost, 
daughter  of  Judge  Frost,  who  was  one  of  the  noted  jurists  of  his  time. 
She  was  a niece  of  President  L.  D.  McCabe  of  the  Western  Uni- 
versity and  a cousin  of  the  famous  singing  Chaplain  McCabe,  who 
comforted  soldiers  upon  the  battle  field  and  in  the  prison  cell  during 
the  Civil  War. 
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One  daughter.  Miss  Florence  Gilliam,  was  born  of  this  happy 
union.  She  was  graduated  with  honors  at  the  Ohio  State  University 
and  is  now  a teacher  of  music  in  the  Central  High  School  in  Colum- 
bus. 

The  Gilliams  come  of  an  old  Virginian  family,  and  with  just 
pride  of  ancestry  have  kept  aloft  the  standards  and  the  ideals  of  their 
distinguished  forbears. 

CHARLES  E.  Gain  was  born  in  the  city  of  London,  Ohio,  July 
1st,  1865,  and  after  passing  through  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
place,  entered  the  Ohio  State  University  and  was  graduated  therefrom 
in  the  class  of  1 889.  He  then  took  a course  in  the  Ohio  Medical  Col- 
lege and  was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1891,  since  which  time  he  has 
been  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  his  native  city.  In 
1910  he  took  a special  course  in  the  Chicago  Medical  College,  study- 
ing the  eye,  ear,  nose  and  throat,  and  is  today  regarded  as  one  of  the 
most  successful  general  practitioners  as  well  as  one  of  the  ablest  special- 
ists in  the  state. 

Dr.  Gain  has  been  a lifelong  Democrat  and  has  taken  a warm 
and  active  interest  in  the  success  of  the  Party,  not  only  in  his  county 
but  throughout  the  state.  He  has  been  a delegate  to  many  county  and 
state  conventions,  in  fact,  he  has  been  so  almost  regularly  for  many 
years.  He  was  nominated  for  Member  of  Congress  in  1894  at  the 
Springfield  Convention  and  made  a highly  creditable  run  in  that  heavily 
Republican  district.  He  was  a member  of  the  State  Committee  in 
1908  when  Judson  Harmon  was  elected  Governor,  and  was  Chairman 
of  the  County  Committee  of  Madison  County  for  several  years,  holding 
that  position  until  succeeded  therein  by  his  friend,  Chester  E.  Bryan. 
He  has  always  been  an  active  campaign  worker  and  is  held  in  high 
esteem  by  the  Democrats  of  Madison  County. 

Dr.  Gain  is  a member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  of  the  Ma- 
sonic Fraternity,  in  which  he  is  a Knight  Templar.  His  college  fra- 
ternity is  the  Phi  Gamma  Delta  of  the  Ohio  State  University. 

On  April  9,  1 894,  Charles  E.  Gain  married  Rose  S.  Merkley. 
His  parents  were  Jesse  and  Sarah  J.  (Crowell)  Gain.  His  father 
was  a Virginian  and  nearly  all  of  his  people  are  southerners. 
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W.  V.  GOSHORN,  Clerk  of  the  Ohio  State  Senate,  is  one  of  the 
most  widely  known  Democrats  of  the  State  and  is  universally  popular. 
He  was  born  at  Gabon,  Ohio,  February  14,  1878,  and  after  passing 
through  the  public  schools  of  his  native  place  took  a course  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  Wooster.  He  took  up  newspaper  work  and  finally  became 
one  of  the  publishers  of  the  Calion  Enquirer.  He  is  also  a director  of 
the  Commercial  Savings  Bank  Company  of  Gabon,  Ohio. 

During  the  years  that  have  elapsed  of  the  twentieth  century 
Mr.  Goshorn  has  been  active  in  politics.  He  was  Clerk  of  Common 
Council  in  Gabon  from  1903  to  1906,  when  he  became  Commission 
Clerk  in  the  office  of  Governor  Pattison.  From  1907  to  1910  he 
served  on  the  Crawford  County  Court  House  Commission.  In  1911 
he  was  elected  Clerk  of  the  Ohio  State  Senate  which  position  he 
still  retains,  under  the  Cox  regime,  after  serving  two  years  while 
Judson  Harmon  was  Governor. 

JUDGE  John  T.  Gale  was  born  at  Zanesville,  Muskingum 
County,  Ohio,  July  6,  1846,  and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
of  the  city  of  Columbus.  His  first  position  after  his  school  days  was 
that  of  Clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Common  Pleas  Court, 
which  position  he  took  just  prior  to  his  graduation.  He  remained  only 
a few  months  in  the  Clerk’s  office  and  then  began  teaching  school. 
In  March,  1865,  he  became  Deputy  in  the  office  of  Judge  John  M. 
Pugh  of  the  Probate  Court  and  remained  there  until  the  Spring  of 
1878  when  he  was  nominated  by  the  Democratic  Party  for  the  office 
of  Probate  Judge  and  was  elected.  He  was  reelected  in  1881. 
Judge  Gale  made  one  of  the  best  Probate  Judges  Franklin  County 
has  ever  had.  Judge  Gale  formed  the  Ruggles-Gale  Supply  Com- 
pany which  became  one  of  the  best  known  business  houses  of  Columbus. 
Its  name  was  changed  to  the  Columbus  Blank  Book  Manufacturing 
Company  in  1910,  of  which  Judge  Gale  is  the  President  and  guiding 
spirit. 

On  December  4,  1868,  John  T.  Gale  married  Salbe,  daughter 
of  Henry  and  Mary  Jones  at  Columbus.  Their  children  are  Frank, 
Cora,  and  Carl. 
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Judge  Gale’s  father,  Franklin  Gale,  was  one  of  the  notable  law- 
yers of  Ohio.  He  was  born  at  Oxford,  Massachusetts,  August, 

1 802,  and  lived  in  that  state  until  1821,  securing  by  his  own  exertions 
a fine  classical  education.  In  1833  he  came  to  Ohio  and  located 
at  Woodsfield,  where  he  practiced  law  for  several  years.  He  married 
Mary  J.  Cleveland  at  Summerfield,  Monroe  County,  Ohio,  and  shortly 
afterward  moved  to  Zanesville,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  his  profession  until  1850.  In  1848  he  began  the  publication  of  a 
newspaper  called  the  Peoples  Platform.  In  1849  he  moved  his 
paper  to  Columbus  where  its  name  was  changed  to  the  Columbian 
and  afterwards  to  the  Ohio  Statesman , which  Mr.  Gale  edited  until 
his  death.  During  the  last  twenty-five  years  of  his  life  Mr.  Gale 
was  better  known  as  an  editor  than  as  a lawyer  although  he  continued 
to  practice.  He  was  widely  informed  on  the  questions  of  his  day 
and  published  several  books,  pamphlets  and  political  documents  which 
exhibited  his  learning  and  ability.  He  was  official  reporter  of  the 
State  Senate  in  1 867  and  held  that  position  up  till  the  time  of  his  death 
on  April  20,  1 874. 

Frank  C.  Gaumer  was  born  at  Adamsville,  Ohio,  December 
26,  1879.  He  attended  the  common  and  high  schools  of  his  native 
place  until  eighteen  years  of  age,  when  he  entered  the  printing  office 
of  the  Champaign  Democrat , of  which  he  is  today  the  general  manager. 
There  is  no  newspaper  in  Ohio  more  faithful  to  the  interests  and 
principles  of  the  Democratic  Party  than  the  Champaign  Democrat. 
It  was  founded  in  1855  under  the  name  of  the  Ohio  State  Democrat , 
but  after  some  changes  in  name  it  emerged  with  its  present  title  about 
1 882.  In  1 883  it  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  late  Dr.  T.  M.  Gaumer, 
who  sold  it  out  in  1 884  but  again  took  it  over  in  1 887,  since  which  time 
it  has  been  conducted  by  members  of  the  Gaumer  family.  Dr.  Gaumer 
placed  the  paper  upon  a solid  footing  and  conducted  it  ably  until  his 
death  September  30,  1893.  His  son,  Charles  E.  Gaumer,  then  man- 
aged the  paper  until  January  1 , 1899,  when  Frank  C.  Gaumer  became 
general  manager.  During  the  history  of  this  paper  several  men  of  high 
ability  filled  its  editorial  chair.  Among  them  were  Charles  B.  Flood. 
William  H.  Kernan,  General  Ben  P.  R.unkle,  Daniel  Flannigan, 
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John  W.  Houck  and  Dr.  Gaumer,  but  at  no  time  did  it  ever  enjoy  the 
prosperity  or  wield  the  influence  that  it  has  under  the  management  of 
Frank  C.  Gaumer.  Mr.  Gaumer  is  known  as  an  active,  working 
Democrat  as  well  as  a newspaperman.  He  was  a member  of  the 
County  Central  Committee  several  years  and  has  frequently  been  sent 
as  delegate  to  the  different  conventions  in  his  county  and  district.  . He 
is  not  an  office  seeker,  none  of  the  Gaumers  are,  but  he  is  an  ardent, 
energetic  and  optimistic  Democrat  whose  intense  belief  in  his  Party 
and  its  principles  is  ever  reflected  in  the  columns  of  the  Champaign 
Democrat.  He  is  also  one  of  the  best  known  Masons  in  Ohio  and 
has  passed  to  the  Thirty-second  degree  in  that  fraternity. 

Dr.  T.  M.  Gaumer  was  born  at  Adamsville,  and  married  Eliza 
M.  Cone.  Besides  Frank  Gaumer  there  are  two  other  sons,  Charles 
E.,  who  is  editor  of  the  Champaign  Democrat  and  Bruce  Gaumer, 
editor  and  manager  of  the  Democrat  Journal  of  Marysville,  Ohio. 

CHARLES  A.  Guiss  was  born  in  the  village  of  Sulphur  Springs, 
Crawford  County,  August  24,  1878.  After  passing  through  the 
district  school  and  the  high  school  at  New  Washington  he  took  a 
preparatory  course  at  the  Ohio  Northern  University  during  the  years 
of  1898  and  1899.  In  1901  he  entered  the  Ohio  State  University 
at  Columbus,  where  he  took  a four  year  course  and  graduated  in  1 905 
with  the  degree  of  Civil  Engineer.  He  then  undertook  work  in 
Lake  County,  after  which  he  came  to  Bucyrus  and  was  elected  City 
Engineer.  Ini 907  he  was  elected  to  the  office  which  he  now  holds, 
that  of  County  Engineer. 

Mr.  Guiss  has  achieved  success  through  his  own  efforts.  While 
he  was  attending  the  different  colleges  and  universities  he  taught 
school  in  the  interims  and  otherwise  worked  hard  to  achieve  success. 
He  is  a Democrat  from  principle  and  by  inheritance.  His  father, 
John  A.  Guiss,  a retired  farmer  who  lives  in  New  Washington,  has 
been  a life  long  Democrat,  and  a faithful  worker  for  the  Party,  which 
has  appreciated  his  worth.  He  was  justice  of  the  peace  for  nine  years. 
Notary  Public  for  six  years,  and  township  clerk  and  assessor  for 
another  six  years.  Also  he  was,  for  ten  years.  Assistant  Post  Master 
at  Sulphur  Springs,  Ohio. 
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The  name  of  Guiss  in  its  present  form  is  said  to  have  originated 
with  the  grandfather  of  Charles  A.  Guiss.  His  name  was  spelled 
Guissinger.  When  a boy  he  had  a habit  of  wandering  from  home* 
and  when  at  school  the  “inger”  was  left  off  and  he  was  called  Guiss. 
He  finally  adopted  the  name  and  in  that  form  it  has  come  down  to 
his  descendants. 

Charles  A.  Guiss  is  a prominent  and  active  member  of  both 
the  Elks  and  the  Eagles. 


Hon.  WARREN  Gard,  son  of  Samuel  Z.  and  Mary  Gard, 
was  born  at  Hamilton,  Ohio,  July  2,  1873,  and  received  his  early  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  city.  After  graduating  from 
the  high  school  he  entered  the  Law  School  of  the  University  of  Cin- 
cinnati, from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1894.  He  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  that  year  and  immediately  began  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession in  Hamilton  where  he  has  resided  ever  since. 

Although  admitted  to  the  bar  at  the  early  age  of  twenty-one, 
he  rose  rapidly  to  a prominent  place  in  the  legal  profession  of  Butler 
County;  also  his  distinctive  qualifications  for  a public  career  attracted 
attention,  and,  in  the  Fall  of  1897,  at  the  age  of  twenty-four,  he  was 
elected  Prosecuting  Attorney  of  Butler  County.  That  office  he  filled 
for  six  years,  from  January  1,  1898,  to  January  1,  1904.  In  Novem- 
ber, 1906,  he  was  elected  Common  Pleas  Judge  for  the  First  Subdi- 
vision, Second  Judicial  District  of  Ohio  for  a term  of  six  years,  from 
January  1,  1907,  to  January  1,  1913. 

Judge  Gard  has  always  been  affiliated  with  the  Democratic  Party, 
and  when  Hon.  James  M.  Cox  was  nominated  for  Governor  in  June. 

1912,  the  Democrats  of  the  Third  Congressional  District  of  Ohio  nom- 
inated him  to  succeed  Mr.  Cox  in  Congress.  He  was  elected  on  No- 
vember 5,  1912,  and  will  begin  his  Congressional  term  on  March  4. 

1913. 

On  June  22,  1910,  Judge  Warren  Gard  was  married  to  Pearl  Z. 
Woods. 
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CHARLES  H.  Gagen  was  born  in  Brooklyn,  New  York,  in  1851. 
His  parents  removed  to  Boston  when  he  was  two  years  old  and  his 
early  education  was  obtained  in  the  public  schools  of  that  city.  At 
the  early  age  of  thirteen  years  he  went  to  work  in  a rolling  mill  and 
continued  in  that  occupation  in  Boston  until  1877  when  he  came  to 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  he  worked  in  a rolling  mill  until  1882  when 
he  went  out  on  a strike.  In  January  1883,  he  was  appointed  Deputy 
Sheriff  under  Edward  Sawyer,  and  served  for  six  months  when  he  went 
into  the  wholesale  and  retail  liquor  business  with  Richard  O’Rourke. 
In  1903  Mr.  O’Rourke  died  and  Mr.  Gagen  purchased  the  business 
which  he  has  since  conducted. 

Mr.  Gagen  has  always  been  a faithful  worker  in  the  Democratic 
Party.  In  1 880  he  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Tilden  Club  in 
Cleveland  and  was  one  of  the  leading  members  of  that  Club.  He 
attended  every  state  convention  from  1884  to  1902  as  a delegate  and 
was  a member  of  the  State  Central  Committee  from  1892  to  1898, 
representing  the  20th  District,  and  was  always  one  of  the  influential 
members  of  that  body,  and  was  an  active  member  of  the  county  organi- 
zation during  that  time.  He  has  never  lost  interest  in  his  party  and  is 
today  a staunch  and  true  friend  of  Democracy.  He  has  an  extensive 
acquaintance  among  the  older  Democrats  throughout  the  state  and  is 
one  of  the  most  popular  attendants  at  conventions  and  Democratic  gath- 
erings wherever  he  may  go. 

Mr.  Gagen’s  parents  were  both  natives  of  Ireland  and  came  to 
this  country  during  the  famine  days  of  the  early  40’s. 

Hon.  Rudd  B.  Gue  was  born  near  Baird’s  Furnace,  Ohio, 
February  15th,  1879.  He  attended  the  common  schools  in  New 
Lexington  and  the  High  School  for  two  years,  but  was  forced  to  give 
up  his  studies  on  account  of  his  father’s  death.  He  took  up  the 
barber’s  trade  in  1 899  and  went  into  business  with  his  brother-in-law, 
H.  F.  Stinchcomb,  which  partnership  still  exists. 

Mr.  Gue  has  taken  an  active  part  in  the  politics  of  Perry  County 
and  has  risen  to  the  highest  office  obtainable  in  New  Lexington.  He 
was  elected  Corporation  Clerk  in  1903  and  served  two  terms  and  in 
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January,  1910,  was  elected  Mayor  of  the  city.  He  served  as  dele- 
gate to  many  conventions  and  was  chairman  of  his  delegation  to  the 
state  convention  that  nominated  John  M.  Pattison  for  Governor  in 
1905. 

On  July  2nd,  1900,  Rudd  Gue  married  Ninette  T.  Stinchcomb. 
Mr.  Gue’s  father  was  Dr.  B.  H.  Gue  of  Delaware  County,  New  York, 
who  died  in  1894.  His  mother  was  Marietta  Hodden,  also  a native 
of  New  York.  She  is  still  living.  Her  father  was  in  Australia  during 
the  big  gold  boom  and  Mayor  Gue  has  a watch  made  from  gold  dug 
by  him  in  Australia.  It  is  one  of  the  rarest  pieces  of  jewelry  in 
America. 

Mr.  Gue  is  a member  of  the  Elks,  is  Past  Chancellor  of  George 
A.  Graham’s  Lodge  of  the  Knights  of  Pvthias.  and  is  a member  of 
the  Chapter  and  Council  in  the  Masonic  Fraternity.  He  is  secre- 
tary of  all  the  bodies.  He  was  representative  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
the  Knights  of  Pythias  for  four  years  and  is  now  County  Deputy. 

Mr.  Gue  is  probably  the  youngest  mayor  in  Ohio  and  is  very 
popular.  He  is  liberal  in  his  views  and  is  so  consistent  and  just  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duties  that  when  he  says  a thing  is  right  it  is  so  with  the 
people. 

THOMAS  H.  Hogsett  was  born  on  a farm  in  Highland  County. 
Ohio,  in  1 858.  After  passing  through  the  common  schools  and  gradu- 
ating from  the  high  school  he  studied  under  a private  tutor  for  a time, 
then  entered  the  Cincinnati  Law  School,  from  which  he  graduated 
in  1882.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  the  year  of  his  graduation 
and  practiced  law  at  Hillsboro,  Ohio,  until  1895  when  he  moved  to 
Cleveland  where  he  has  continued  the  practice  of  his  profession.  He 
is  a member  of  the  law  firm  of  M.  B.  & H.  H.  Johnson,  the  oldest  law 
firm  in  the  city  of  Cleveland.  Mr.  Hogsett  has  always  taken  a warm 
interest  in  the  success  of  the  Democratic  Party  and  during  the  latter 
years  of  the  Nineteenth  century  was  a regular  attendant  at  state 
conventions.  He  was  Director  of  Law  in  the  cabinet  of  Mayor  John 
Farley  from  1899  to  1901.  but  during  the  last  decade  the  demands 
of  his  profession  have  precluded  him  from  taking  a very  active  part  in 
public  affairs. 
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FRANK  F.  Gentsch  was  born  at  New  Philadelphia,  Tusca- 
rawas County,  Ohio,  July  22,  1874,  and  is  the  son  of  Dr.  D.  C. 
Gentsch,  one  of  the  leading  Democrats  of  that  county.  He  received 
his  early  education  in  the  New  Philadelphia  High  School,  after  which 
he  took  a course  in  Georgetown  University  and  then  entered  the  Co- 
lumbian University  Law  School  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  in  1895  with  the  degree  of  B.  LL.  In  1896  he 
received  his  M.  LL.  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1 898. 

Not  only  from  inclination  but  through  his  associations  and  training 
Mr.  Gentsch  has  always  been  a Democrat,  and  through  his  ability  and 
zeal  for  his  Party’s  success  has  become  most  favorably  known  all  over 
the  state.  He  was  in  the  Pension  Department  from  1894  to  1898, 
being  assigned  to  Indianapolis,  Indiana.  In  the  latter  year  he  set- 
tled in  Cleveland  where  he  formed  a partnership  with  L.  A.  Russell. 
Mr.  Russell  was  then  a candidate  for  Congress  and  Mr.  Gentsch  was 
immediately  drawn  into  Cuyahoga  County  politics,  with  which  he  has 
since  been  intimately  associated.  He  has  served  as  a member  of  the 
County  Board  of  Elections,  has  frequently  been  a member  of  the 
County  Committee  and  has  been  sent  as  a delegate  to  several  state 
conventions.  In  1910  he  was  the  Democratic  candidate  for  Congress 
from  the  21st  District.  Mr.  Gentsch  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  ablest 
lawyers  in  Cleveland  and  is  very  popular  with  the  best  element  of  the 
Democratic  Party  in  that  city. 

Judge  William  A.  Geoghegan  is  one  of  the  best  known  of 
the  younger  circle  of  lawyers  in  the  city  of  Cincinnati,  and  also  a 
Democrat  who  has  done  much  for  his  party  in  that  city.  He  was 
born  in  Cincinnati,  June  18,  1879.  He  received  his  literary  education 
in  the  parochial  schools  and  St.  Xavier  College.  He  studied  law 
while  teaching  at  St.  Xavier  College  at  the  night  Law  School  and  was 
admitted  to  the  bar,  June  1 1,  1903.  Immediately  after  his  admission 
he  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  his  native  city,  where  he  has 
already  attained  such  prominence  that  the  Democratic  Party  nom- 
inated him  for  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  the  summer 
of  1912. 
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Judge  Geoghegan  has  always  been  actively  identified  with  the 
Democratic  Parly  and  has  been  a delegate  to  the  last  four  state  conven- 
tions. He  served  as  Assistant  City  Solicitor  of  Cincinnati  during  the 
years  of  1 906  and  1 907. 

At  the  November  election,  1912,  there  were  twenty-seven  can- 
didates from  which  five  were  to  be  elected  Judges  of  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas.  Judge  Geoghegan  was  one  of  the  five,  and  the 
large  vote  cast  for  him  was  a very  flattering  tribute  to  the  ability 
and  worth  of  a man  who  is  only  thirty-three  years  of  age.  Judge 
Geoghegan  is  a member  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  the  Foresters, 
and  the  Elks. 

Hon.  Louis  Horwitz  was  born  in  the  city  of  Cincinnati,  Feb- 
ruary 4th,  1870,  and  attended  the  city  schools  for  seven  years.  His 
mother  died  when  he  was  quite  young  and  at  the  age  of  twelve  he 
went  to  work  in  the  soap  factory  of  Procter  & Gamble.  Two  years 
later  he  took  a position  as  cloth  examiner  for  the  wholesale  clothing 
house  of  Kahn-Sturn  & Co.  His  next  position  was  that  of  Superin- 
tendent of  Transportation  for  John  Robinson’s  Circus,  in  which  po- 
sition he  remained  ten  years,  when  he  came  to  Pomeroy  in  1897  and 
embarked  in  the  gents’  furnishing  and  clothing  business,  in  which  he 
is  still  sucessfully  engaged. 

Mr.  Horwitz  is  one  of  the  active  and  influential  Democrats  in 
Meigs  County,  and  his  ability  and  worth  have  long  been  appreciated 
by  his  Party.  Three  times  he  has  been  elected  City  Treasurer  of 
Pomeroy  and  was  delegate  to  the  Democratic  National  Convention 
held  at  St.  Louis  in  1904  when  Alton  B.  Parker  was  nominated  for 
President.  In  1910  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Legislature  and  has 
the  honor  of  being  the  first  Democrat  to  represent  Meigs  County  in 
the  State  Legislature.  He  has  been  delegate  to  numerous  county  ant. 
state  conventions,  has  always  been  a loyal  supporter  of  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket  and  has  ever  been  an  earnest  worker  for  the  success  of 
the  ticket  from  primary  to  election  day.  He  is  a very  strong  Harmon 
man  and  did  a great  deal  toward  cutting  down  the  large  Republican 
majority  in  his  home  county.  Louis  Horwitz  married  Emma  \K  ei* 
of  Cincinnati. 
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Robert  Henderson,  M.  D.  was  born  at  Parkersburg,  West 
Virginia,  March  22,  1851,  and  after  passing  through  the  common  and 
high  school  engaged  in  the  drug  business,  at  the  age  of  twenty.  Also 
he  began  studying  for  the  medical  profession  and  subsequently  took  a 
course  in  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  Baltimore,  Mary- 
land. He  was  graduated  in  1 879  and  began  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession in  West  Virginia.  When  he  came  to  Ohio  he  was  located 
for  a time  in  Clark  County  and  finally  settled  in  Urbana  in  1886, 
where  he  has  attained  a high  reputation  both  in  medicine  and  surgery. 

Dr.  Henderson  has  always  been  an  active  member  of  the  Demo- 
cratic Party.  For  years  he  has  been  chairman  of  the  County  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  in  Champaign  County  and  the  committee  has  been 
very  successful  under  his  direction.  He  was  Pension  Examiner  under 
President  Cleveland,  has  been  a member  of  the  Medical  Board  of 
the  State  Insane  Asylum  and  is  a member  of  the  Board  of  Public  Ser- 
vice. He  has  attended  many  Democratic  conventions  and  is  well 
known  to  leading  Democrats  all  over  the  state.  In  November,  1911, 
he  was  elected  a delegate  to  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  1912. 
He  is  very  popular,  is  gifted  with  a high  order  of  ability  and  is  abreast 
of  the  most  advanced  in  political  policies.  He  is  in  favor  of  the 
Initiative  and  Referendum. 

Dr.  Henderson  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Col.  G.  B.  Thom- 
as, a member  of  the  old  Virginia  Legislature,  who  resided  at  Pt.  Pleas- 
ant, West  Virginia.  They  have  two  children,  Dr.  Richard  T.  Hen- 
derson, a graduate  of  Starling  Medical  College,  of  Columbus,  Ohio, 
and  Mrs.  William  Corwin  Bonebreak.  Mr.  Bonebreak  is  an  eminent 
civil  engineer  of  Chicago,  111.  Dr.  Henderson’s  father,  Richard 
Henry  Henderson,  was  a Virginian  and  a staunch  Democrat  and  served 
as  Sheriff  in  his  native  state.  He  died  in  1909  at  the  ripe  age  of 
eighty-four  years.  His  wife  was  Fannie  Mariah  Shanklin,  who  is 
still  living.  They  had  a family  of  seven  children,  all  sons.  Dr.  Rob- 
ert Henderson  is  a member  of  the  County  and  State  Medical  Societies 
and  of  the  American  Medical  Association.  His  one  fraternity  is 
the  Masonic. 
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Millard  Fillmore  Hussey.  M.  D.f  son  of  Dr.  S.  C.  and 
Arm  (Wical)  Hussey,  was  born  in  Shelby  County,  Ohio,  September 
5th,  1856.  He  received  a literary  education  at  the  National  Nor- 
mal University  at  Lebanon,  Ohio,  under  the  celebrated  Professor 
Albert  Holbrook  and  was  graduated  from  that  institution  in  1881. 
He  taught  school  for  some  time  at  Fort  Jefferson  and  Anna,  Shelby 
County,  and  for  two  years  was  County  Examiner.  He  resigned  this 
position  to  accept  that  of  Registrar  of  the  Government  Mill  at  Pitts- 
field, Massachusetts,  under  Grover  Cleveland’s  first  administration. 
He  remained  there  for  one  year  when  he  resigned  and  returned  to 
Sidney,  Ohio,  took  up  the  study  of  medicine,  entered  the  Ohio  Medi- 
cal College  at  Cincinnati  and  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  M. 
D.  in  1891.  Since  that  date  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
his  profession  at  Sidney,  Ohio. 

Dr.  Hussey  has  been  active  in  Democratic  politics  for  the  past 
twenty  years  and  has  held  some  very  important  and  responsible  po- 
sitions. He  was  Coroner  for  Shelby  County  from  1896  to  1900 
and  at  present  holds  the  position  of  Building  Commissioner  for  the 
Lima  State  Hospital,  having  been  appointed  by  Governor  Pattison 
in  1906.  He  was  a member  of  the  school  board  for  twelve  years 
and  was  president  of  the  board  part  of  the  time.  He  has  been  dele- 
gate to  both  state  and  congressional  conventions  and  has  always  been 
a consistent  worker  for  his  party  from  the  primary  to  election  day. 
His  father.  Dr.  C.  S.  Hussey,  was  also  a Democrat  and  a very  ardent 
one  and  since  1 860  the  family  has  been  identified  with  the  Democratic 
Party. 

Dr.  Hussey  is  a member  of  the  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Knights 
of  Pythias,  having  held  all  the  chairs  in  the  latter  order  and  being 
Past  Chancellor.  His  wife’s  maiden  name  was  B.  M.  Hennessey. 
They  have  two  sons,  the  elder  of  whom  is  a student  at  Oxford  Uni- 
versity and  the  younger  in  the  public  schools  of  Sidney. 
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HORACE  Holbrook,  lawyer  and  journalist,  of  Warren,  Ohio, 
is  one  of  the  best  known  Democrats  in  the  northeastern  part  of  the  state. 
He  was  born  at  Wapakoneta,  Auglaize  County,  Ohio,  November 
12,  1856,  and  after  completing  a high  school  course  learned  the  print- 
er’s trade.  When  only  nineteen  years  of  age  he  started  the  W apafyo- 
neta  Bee  in  partnership  with  his  brother,  but  sold  his  interest  within  a 
year  and  took  up  the  study  of  law.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 

1879. 

In  1880  Mr.  Holbrook  began  to  take  an  active  part  in  politics 
and  became  a confirmed  Democrat  because  he  differed  from  the  Re- 
publican Party  on  both  the  tariff  and  money  questions. 

In  1881  he  bought  the  Wapakoneta  Bee  and  converted  it  into  a 
Democratic  paper,  and  ever  since  then  has  been  engaged  in  the  news- 
paper business,  with  the  exception  of  an  interval  of  ten  years,  when  he 
practiced  law  at  Bucyrus,  Ohio,  serving  four  years  as  City  Solicitor  of 
that  place.  He  has  published  Democratic  papers  at  Bucyrus,  Ohio, 
San  Bernardino,  California,  Yreka,  California  and  Warren,  Ohio. 
Both  as  an  editor  and  as  a lawyer  Mr.  Holbrook  has  always  been  cour- 
ageous and  forceful,  and  in  both  capacities  has  assailed  political 
frauds  and  shams  and  exposed  official  corruptions  even  in  his  own  party. 

In  April,  1907,  he  bought  the  Western  Reserve  Democrat  of 
Warren,  Ohio,  which  he  has  since  conducted  with  much  success.  In 
1908  the  Democrats  of  Trumbull  County  nominated  him  for  Prose- 
cuting Attorney.  At  the  election  he  was  second  on  the  ticket,  cut- 
ting his  opponent  1,000  below  Taft  and  running  492  ahead  of  Bryan 
and  258  ahead  of  Harmon.  Mr.  Holbrook  made  no  personal  can- 
vass. His  good  run  was  a tribute  to  his  aggressive  and  effective  edi- 
torial campaign  in  behalf  of  the  whole  ticket. 

Mr.  Holbrook  is  Vice-President  of  the  Perry’s  Victory  Com- 
mission of  Ohio.  The  appointment  on  the  commission  came  to  him 
from  Governor  Harmon  without  solicitation. 

Hon.  Frank  Harper. — The  Mt.  Vernon  Banner  is  known  the 
state  over.  Hon.  Lecky  Harper  was  for  forty  years  its  editor.  He 
purchased  it  in  1855;  he  was  its  editor  and  proprietor  until  he  died. 
He  conducted  the  Banner  not  only  as  a newspaper  but  as  the  exponent 
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of  sound  Democratic  doctrine.  It  is  such  today  under  the  manage- 
ment of  his  well  known  son,  Frank  Harper,  the  legatee  not  only  of 
a mere  property  but  of  its  priceless  traditions,  for  be  it  known  that  Hon. 
Lecky  Harper  was  one  of  the  great  Democrats  of  this  commonwealth 
and  his  name  is  ineffaceably  inscribed  in  the  Pantheon  of  the  Ohio 
Democracy.  Hon.  Lecky  Harper  was  a son  of  Erin.  He  came 
from  Ireland  when  a lad.  He  learned  the  printer’s  trade  at  Steuben- 
ville. He  edited  a paper  at  Cadiz,  Ohio,  and  for  years  was  editor 
and  proprietor  of  the  Pittsburg  Post.  He  then  bought  the  Mt.  Ver- 
non Banner  which  he  edited  until  his  death. 

Frank  Harper,  now  editor  and  proprietor  of  the  paper  that  con- 
tinues as  a monument  to  the  genius  of  his  great  sire,  was  born  in  Mt. 
Vernon.  His  early  education,  it  would  be  trite  to  describe,  but  suf- 
fice to  say,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  the  State  of  Ohio  in  1879. 
In  1882  he  went  to  Chillicothe,  formed  a partnership  with  George 
F.  Hunter  and  bought  the  Advertiser.  Upon  the  death  of  his  father 
in  1895  Mr.  Harper  sold  his  interest  in  the  Advertiser , returned 
to  Mt.  Vernon,  purchased  his  brother’s  interest  in  the  Banner , and  has 
ever  since  been  its  proprietor. 

Frank  Harper  had  as  natural  an  aptitude  for  politics  as  he  had 
for  law  and  newspaper  work.  His  father  was  an  old  line  Democrat 
of  the  Vallandigham-Thurman  school.  Frank  followed  in  his  foot- 
steps. He  has  been  honored  by  his  party,  so  far,  mainly  in  positions 
that  have  required  hard  work  and  no  compensation.  He  is  inde- 
fatigable as  committeeman.  Therefore  he  is  often  called  upon  to 
serve  upon  committees.  He  is  a wondrous  worker  as  a delegate  for 
someone  else  and  is  therefore  often  sent  to  conventions.  He  was  a 
delegate  to  the  Democratic  National  Convention  in  1896.  He  was 
a member  of  the  State  Central  Committee  of  Ohio  from  the  Eleventh 
Congressional  District  in  1886-’87,  and  in  1904-’05  from  the  Four- 
teenth district.  In  1905  he  was  chairman  of  the  State  Central  Com- 
mittee and  a member  of  the  State  Executive  Committee  in  1 899.  He 
has  served  upon  all  committees  in  fact,  county,  district  and  state. 

In  view  of  Mr.  Harper’s  present  standing  and  his  past  achieve- 
ments, predictions  as  to  his  future  would  be  superfluous. 
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WILLIAM  A.  Hopkins  was  born  in  Cincinnati,  in  June,  1860, 
and  educated  in  her  public  schools.  He  learned  the  “art  preserva- 
tive of  all  arts’'  (printing) , working  at  same  until  1 882  when  he  was 
appointed  Deputy  in  the  office  of  County  Treasurer  Charles  A.  Mil- 
ler. This  position  he  held  until  1885  when  he  resigned.  He  has 
always  taken  a deep  interest  in  the  cause  of  education  and  has  given 
a great  deal  of  his  time  for  the  benefit  of  the  schools  of  Cincinnati. 
In  1883  he  was  elected  a member  of  the  Board  of  Education  at 
Large  and  served  for  three  years.  He  was  for  nearly  nine  years 
a member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  of  Cincin- 
nati, the  members  of  which  were  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation, the  Union  Board  of  High  Schools  and  the  Common  Pleas 
Court.  He  has  done  much  to  enhance  the  value  and  usefulness  of 
the  Public  Library.  In  1898  he  was  appointed  Clerk  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees  and  Assistant  Librarian.  He  was  in  charge  of  the  bus- 
iness department  of  the  Library  and  organized  the  stations  and  branch- 
es which  have  added  so  much  to  the  wider  utility  of  this  institution. 
During  his  service  with  the  Library  he  organized  forty-five  stations 
where  books  were  delivered  on  requisition  and  established  sixteen 
branch  Libraries  in  different  parts  of  the  city  and  country. 

Mr.  Hopkins  has  been  an  active  Democrat  for  the  past  thirty 
years,  constant  in  his  allegiance  to  the  Party  and  reflecting  credit 
upon  it  by  his  cleanness  and  ability  in  office.  He  held  the  position  of 
Internal  Revenue  Gauger  during  President  Cleveland’s  first  admin- 
istration and  in  1890  was  appointed  Chief  Deputy  Auditor  by  John 
Hagerty,  which  position  he  filled  until  1896.  In  1898  he  became 
Deputy  County  Treasurer  under  John  C.  Roth.  Mr.  Roth  was 
killed  three  months  after  taking  his  office  and  a Republican  was 
selected  as  his  successor  by  the  County  Commissioners.  In  1 906  Mr. 
Hopkins  was  appointed  Chief  Deputy  by  County  Treasurer  Charles 
E.  Roth,  and  in  1910  he  was  elected  County  Treasurer,  being  one 
of  the  two  successful  Democratic  candidates  on  the  county  ticket. 
He  assumed  the  duties  of  the  latter  position  on  September  4th,  1911. 


:» 

< 

' 

' 


THE  DEMOCRATIC  PARTY  OF  OHIO 


203 


Charles  H.  Howick,  Cashier  of  the  First  National  Bank 
of  Celina,  Ohio,  is  one  of  the  best  known  Democrats  in  a county  noted 
for  its  Democracy.  He  was  born  on  a farm  near  Neptune,  Mercer 
County,  September  9,  1 868,  and  after  passing  through  the  common  and 
high  schools  entered  the  Ohio  Northern  University  at  Ada,  where  he 
completed  a three  years*  course  by  the  time  he  came  of  age.  He 
taught  school  for  eight  years  and  in  1 893  was  appointed  Deputy  Coun- 
ty Treasurer,  which  position  he  filled  for  three  years.  In  1896 
he  was  elected  County  Treasurer  and  was  reelected  in  1898.  At 
the  expiration  of  his  second  term  he  organized  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Celina  and  became  cashier  of  the  institution,  which  position 
he  still  retains. 

At  the  age  of  sixteen  Mr.  Howick  began  to  take  an  interest 
in  Democratic  politics  and  long  before  he  became  of  age  served  on 
the  township  committee  and  later  was  a member  of  the  County  Cen- 
tral Committee  and  secretary  of  the  Executive  Committee.  He  has 
done  much  campaigning  and  has  even  taken  the  stump  for  Democratic 
candidates  and  is  a well  known  figure  at  congressional,  senatorial  and 
state  conventions.  He  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity  and  of 
the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  is  closely  identified  with  all  the  best  in- 
terests of  Celina. 

On  February  14,  1900,  Charles  A.  Howick  married  Sarah 
Strickler  who  died  in  1909,  leaving  one  daughter,  Mary  Evelyn. 
For  his  second  wife  he  married  Bessie,  daughter  of  John  \V.  Mc- 
Kee of  Celina.  Mr.  Howick’s  father  was  Stephen  Howick,  a native 
of  England  who  came  to  America  as  a lad  in  1855.  He  married 
Mary  J.  Bice  of  Allen  County,  Ohio.  Seven  children  are  living. 
James  M.,  Thomas  Hendrick,  Grover  Cleveland,  Charles  H.,  Mrs. 
Robert  Pierce,  Mrs.  Frank  Lutz  and  Mrs.  E.  E.  Garwick.  Steph- 
en Howick  was  a farmer  and  an  active  Democrat,  was  Past  Master 
in  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  a Justice  of  the  Peace  and  also  held  other 
offices.  He  died  in  1901  and  his  wife  in  1903. 
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Col.  Wm.  E.  Haynes  was  born  at  Hoosick  Falls,  N.  Y.,  Oc- 
tober 19,  1829,  the  son  of  John  P.  and  Mary  Morgan  Haynes.  He 
moved  with  his  parents  to  Lower  Sandusky  (now  Fremont)  in  1840. 
Early  in  life  he  learned  the  printing  business  on  the  “Sandusky 
Clarion  * now  the  “ Sandusky  Register ” and  later  was  engaged  on 
the  “ Cleveland  Plain  Dealer  * and  other  papers.  During  the  years 
of  1848  and  1849  he  was  engaged  on  Lake  Superior  as  clerk  of  a 
steamer.  Returning  to  Fremont  in  1850  he  engaged  in  mercantile 
pursuits,  becoming  a member  of  the  firm  of  John  P.  Haynes  & Son. 

Col.  Haynes  was  married  to  Maria  H.  Harmon  of  Fremont, 
Ohio,  February  8th,  1 855  and  has  three  children,  all  residents  of  this 
city:  Julia  M.  Haynes,  William  P.  Haynes,  Vice-President  of  the 

Fremont  Savings  Bank  and  George  W.  Haynes,  Cashier  of  the  Fre- 
mont Savings  Bank. 

In  the  year  of  1855  he  was  elected  Auditor  of  Sandusky  County 
and  served  two  terms  in  that  capacity  until  1860. 

At  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  War  he  was  among  the  first  to 
respond  to  the  call  to  arms,  enlisting  on  April  16,  1861  in  the  Eighth 
Regiment  Ohio  Infantry,  being  commissioned  a Captain.  He  served 
with  that  regiment  in  Western  Virginia,  the  Shenandoah  Valley  and 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac  until  November  1862  when  he  was  com- 
missioned Lieut.  Colonel  of  the  Tenth  Ohio  Cavalry  and  served  with 
honor  and  distinction  in  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  until  1864. 

At  the  close  of  the  war  he  returned  to  Fremont  and  in  1866  was 
appointed  by  President  Andrew  Johnson,  Collector  of  Internal  Rev- 
enue for  the  Ninth  District  of  Ohio  which  position  he  held  until  March 
4th,  1867. 

In  the  year  1866  he  again  entered  mercantile  life,  becoming  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  Haynes  & Engler,  extensive  dealers  for  many 
years  in  grain  and  farm  produce.  In  1873  Col.  Haynes  retired 
from  the  firm  of  Haynes  & Engler  to  become  the  Cashier  of  the 
Bank  of  Fremont.  He  was  associated  with  the  late  F.  S.  White 
in  the  Bank  of  Fremont  and  later  in  the  firm  of  White  & Haynes 
until  1888  when  he  became  Vice-President  and  Manager  of  the 
Fremont  Savings  Bank. 
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Col.  Haynes  has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in  the  political 
affairs  of  the  state  and  in  the  success  of  the  Democratic  Party  of  which 
he  has  been  a life  long  member.  He  served  many  years  as  a member 
of  the  Council  of  the  city  of  Fremont  and  was  President  of  the  Fre- 
mont Water  Works  Board  during  its  construction. 

He  was  a delegate  to  the  National  Democratic  Convention  held 
in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  in  1880  that  nominated  Gen.  Hancock  for  Pres- 
ident and  also  to  the  Chicago  convention  in  1884,  and  represented 
Ohio  on  the  committee  that  notified  Cleveland  and  Hendricks  of  their 
nomination  by  that  convention. 

In  1884  he  was  appointed  by  Governor  Hoadly  a member  of 
the  first  board  of  trustees  for  the  Toledo  Asylum  for  the  Insane  and 
served  during  the  construction  of  that  institution  from  1884  to  1888. 

He  was  appointed  by  Governor  William  McKinley  as  a member 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  State  Institution  for  Feeble  Minded 
Youth  and  was  reappointed  by  Governors  Nash,  Bushnell,  Herrick 
and  Harmon. 

He  was  nominated  without  solicitations  as  the  Democratic  candi- 
date for  Representative  for  the  Ninth  District  of  Ohio  composed  of 
Lucas,  Erie,  Ottawa  and  Sandusky  counties  to  the  5 1 st  Congress 
receiving  a majority  of  1148  votes  in  the  District  over  Hon.  Jacob 
Romeis,  Republican  nominee.  He  was  unanimously  renominated 
and  reelected  to  the  52nd  Congress,  receiving  2,056  votes  in  the 
District  over  Hon.  James  M.  Ashley,  Republican  nominee. 

During  the  51st  Congress  he  was  a member  of  the  Committee 
on  Banking  and  Currency  and  in  the  52nd  Congress  was  a member 
of  the  committee  on  Rivers  and  Harbors  as  well  as  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Alcoholic  Liquor  Traffic.  As  a member  of  the 
Committee  on  Rivers  and  Harbors,  Col.  Haynes  was  instrumental 
in  securing  large  appropriations  for  the  benefit  of  the  rivers  and  har- 
bors of  this  district.  His  Congressional  District  having  been  changed 
he  declined  a renomination  to  the  53  rd  Congress  and  returned  to 
Fremont  to  devote  his  time  to  his  banking  and  other  interests.  In 
1894  he  was  again  honored  by  his  party  by  being  nominated  for 
Representative  for  the  13th  District  of  Ohio  composed  of  Erie,  San- 
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dusky,  Seneca,  Crawford,  Wyandot  and  Marion  Counties  to  the 
54th  Congress  but  on  account  of  business  engagements  and  other 
causes  declined  to  accept  the  nomination. 

In  1911  he  was  appointed  by  Gov.  Harmon  Representative  for 
Ohio  on  the  Battle  of  Gettysburg  Anniversary  Commission. 

Col.  Haynes  was  selected  by  the  late  Sardis  Birchard  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Birchard  Library  and  has  been  Pres- 
ident of  the  Board  for  many  years. 

Col.  Haynes  has  for  many  years  been  a member  of  the  Loyal 
Legion. 

Col.  Haynes  has  served  as  President  for  many  years  of  The 
Fremont  Savings  Bank,  one  of  the  oldest  and  strong  banking  in- 
stitutions of  the  city  and  to  which  he  gives  his  personal  attention. 

He  has  always  been  a large  contributor  to  all  public  enterprises 
of  the  city  and  county,  both  of  time  and  money  and  no  citizen  has 
done  more  to  aid  in  the  building  up  and  caring  for  the  material  in- 
terests of  Fremont  and  Sandusky  County  than  Col.  Haynes. 

EDWARD  W.  Hanley  was  born  in  the  city  of  Dayton,  Ohio, 
October  13,  1858,  and  was  educated  in  the  Dayton  public  schools. 
He  has  long  been  associated  with  the  gas  industry  in  that  city  and 
is  now  president  of  the  Dayton  Gas  Company.  Mr.  Hanley’s  parents 
Joseph  and  Anna  Hanley  were  both  natives  of  Ireland.  In  1893 
Mr.  Hanley  married  Carrie  J.  Hale. 

For  years  Edward  W.  Hanley  has  been  a leading  Democrat 
of  the  state.  He  is  a leader  in  Dayton  and  Montgomery  County 
and  the  head  of  the  local  organization,  is  chairman  of  all  local  com- 
mittees and  the  director  of  the  Party’s  policies  in  local  affairs.  He 
has  frequently  served  as  member  of  the  State  Committee  and  is  at 
present  chairman  of  that  body.  He  was  Assistant  Postmaster  at 
Dayton  for  three  years  under  Grover  Cleveland,  was  delegate  to  the 
Democratic  National  Convention  at  St.  Louis  in  1904  and  delegate- 
at-large  to  the  National  Convention  held  at  Denver  in  1908.  In 
January,  1911,  Mr.  Hanley  was  a strong  candidate  for  United  States 
Senator  from  Ohio. 
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Hon.  WILLIAM  E.  Haas. — Twice  elected  Mayor  of  the  Re- 
publican city  of  Delaware,  Ohio,  William  E.  Haas  stands  today 
one  of  the  leading  Democrats  of  that  aristocratic  municipality.  He 
was  elected  the  first  time  in  the  year  of  1 907  by  a plurality  of  twelve 
votes  and  again  in  1909  by  a plurality  of  484,  which  attests  his  popu- 
larity and  the  exceptional  quality  and  efficiency  of  his  administration. 

Mr.  Haas  was  born  in  Bucyrus,  Ohio,  December  17th,  1875, 
and  was  brought  to  Delaware  by  his  parents  when  an  infant  of  but  one 
year  in  1876.  After  the  completion  of  an  ordinary  common  school 
education,  he  learned  the  cigar  business,  and  in  1 898  became  a member 
of  the  firm  of  Grasser  & Haas. 

He  was  once  defeated  as  a Democrat  for  township  clerk,  served 
for  some  years  as  member  of  the  Board  of  Health,  and  was  then 
for  two  terms  a member  of  the  City  Council  from  the  Fourth  Ward. 

He  is  always  active  in  Democratic  politics,  and  for  the  past  seven 
years  has  served  as  treasurer  of  the  Democratic  Executive  Commit- 
tee of  Delaware  County.  He  is  a Regular  attendant  at  Democratic 
State,  Congressional  and  Senatorial  Conventions. 

In  1910  he  was  one  of  the  two  nominees  for  State  Senator  from 
the  Fifteenth-Sixteenth  Senatorial  District,  consisting  of  Delaware, 
Licking,  Perry  and  Muskingum  counties,  and  was  elected.  During 
his  term  in  the  Senate  he  took  an  active  interest  in  all  legislation  and 
became  one  of  the  most  popular  members  of  the  79th  General  As- 
sembly. In  1912  he  was  renominated,  and  his  reelection,  which  was 
never  in  doubt,  was  consummated  on  November  5th  of  that  year. 
In  him  the  Sixteenth  District  has  a real  Senator. 

HENRY  T.  Hunt  was  born  in  the  city  of  Cincinnati,  April 
29,  1878.  He  entered  Yale  College  in  1896  and  was  graduated  in 
the  class  of  1900.  After  leaving  Yale  he  entered  the  Cincinnati 
Law  School  and  was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1903.  He  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  the  same  year  and  at  once  began  the  active  practice 
of  his  profession. 

In  1904  he  was  chosen  member  of  the  Executive  Committee 
of  the  Citizens*  Municipal  Party,  which  was  organized  for  the  pur- 
pose of  taking  the  schools  of  Hamilton  County  out  of  politics  and  par- 
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ticularly  away  from  the  control  of  the  Cox  machine.  In  1905  Mr. 
Hunt  was  elected  to  the  State  Legislature  on  the  Democratic  ticket 
and  in  1908  the  Democratic  Party  nominated  him  for  Prosecuting  At- 
torney of  Hamilton  County,  to  which  office  he  was  elected.  He 
was  re-elected  in  1910.  He  has  particularly  attracted  attention 
throughout  the  state  and  nation  by  his  efforts  to  secure  the  conviction 
of  George  B.  Cox,  the  Republican  boss  of  Hamilton  County,  on  the 
charge  of  perjury.  While  the  indictments  against  Mr.  Cox  were 
quashed  by  “Republican”  judges,  Mr.  Hunt  succeeded  so  thorough- 
ly in  discrediting  the  Republican  boss  that  he  was  obliged  to  announce 
his  retirement  from  politics  in  an  effort  to  save  his  party. 

On  November  8,  1911,  Mr.  Hunt  was  elected  Mayor  of  Cin- 
cinnati. 


Dr.  James  L.  Holden,  one  of  the  most  widely  known  phy- 
sicians and  one  of  the  best  Democrats  of  Columbus,  was  born  in  Perry 
County,  Ohio,  September  1st,  1858.  He  attended  school  near  Cor- 
ning in  his  native  county,  for  two  years,  when  his  people  moved  to 
New  Lexington,  where  they  resided  for  three  years.  They  then 
settled  in  Zanesville,  where  he  attended  the  public  schools,  graduating 
from  the  high  school  in  1 876.  He  then  began  the  study  of  medicine 
at  Miami  University  and  finished  at  Cincinnati,  graduating  in  1882. 
After  receiving  his  medical  degree  he  took  a post  graduate  course 
in  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  in  New  York  City,  which 
he  extended  over  the  years  of  1894,  1895  and  1896.  He  began 
the  active  practice  of  his  profession  in  Zanesville  in  1 882  and  remained 
in  that  city  until  1910,  when  he  moved  to  Columbus,  where  he  had 
erected  an  elegant  residence  on  Bryden  Road. 

While  residing  in  Zanesville,  Dr.  Holden  took  a very  active  part 
in  Democratic  politics  and  served  as  delegate  to  several  county  and 
state  conventions.  He  was  a member  of  the  Board  of  Health  in 
Zanesville  for  several  years  and  in  1901  was  elected  Mayor  of  the 
city  on  the  Democratic  ticket  by  a substantial  majority.  This  was  a 
notable  compliment  to  Dr.  Holden  personally,  as  the  city  is  normally 
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Republican  by  at  least  seventy  per  cent.  In  that  year  also  he  took 
a prominent  part  in  state  politics  and  was  very  ardent  in  his  support 
of  Col.  James  Kilbourne  for  Governor. 

In  1880  Dr.  Holden  married  Sarah  Thomas,  who  died,  leaving 
one  daughter.  Miss  Pearl  A.  Holden,  who  is  being  educated  at  St. 
Mary’s  College  of  the  Springs.  In  October,  1905,  Dr.  Holden 
married  Hazel,  daughter  of  John  and  Lucy  Coyle.  Dr.  Holden’s 
father,  William  H.  Holden,  was  Representative  from  Perry  County 
in  the  State  Legislature  for  three  terms,  and  was  Senator  from  Mus- 
kingum and  Perry  Counties  for  three  terms,  and  was  Superintendent 
of  the  Athens  State  Hospital  under  Governor  Bishop’s  administration. 
He  was  a superior  public  speaker  and  rendered  valuable  service  to 
the  Democratic  Party  through  many  campaigns.  He  died  in  1888. 
Dr.  Holden’s  mother  was  Maria  (Hadley)  Holden.  Dr.  Holden  is 
the  uncle  of  Nonnie  Steward  Leeds,  who  married  W.  B.  Leeds,  the 
great  tin  plate  king  of  Cleveland,  who  died,  leaving  an  estate  of 
thirty  million  dollars.  They  have  one  son, William  B.  Leeds,  Jr., 
who  resides  at  987  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York. 

Dr.  Holden  is  a member  of  Zanesville  Lodge  No.  114  B.  P. 
O.  E.,  and  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  He  is  a great  advocate  of 
outdoor  sports  and  one  of  the  most  enthusiastic  supporters  of  base 
ball  in  the  country.  He  was  mainly  instrumental  in  giving  Sunday 
base  ball  to  Zanesville,  which  was  the  immediate  cause  of  putting  the 
Zanesville  club  up  in  the  first  division  of  the  Central  League  every 
season.  He  believes  base  ball  to  be  perhaps  the  cleanest  and  most 
healthful  pastime  in  existence. 

Dr.  Holden  is  a surgeon  of  large  experience  and  unrivalled  repu- 
tation. He  has  performed  many  operations  of  a difficult  nature 
on  very  prominent  men  and  women  and  children  and  has  been  highly 
praised  for  his  many  successful  operations.  He  still  retains  his  office 
in  Zanesville,  which  he  visits  every  Saturday  to  accommodate  a large 
clientele  in  Muskingum  County.  He  is  a man  of  superior  education, 
an  authority  in  his  profession  and  has  travelled  extensively. 
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SAMUEL  A.  Hoskins  is  a Democrat  by  heredity  as  well  as  from 
principle.  His  family  before  him  on  both  sides  were  Democrats 
and  both  his  grandfathers  voted  for  Andrew  Jackson  for  President. 
Mr.  Hoskins  was  active  in  local  politics  and  a member  of  the  County 
Committee  before  he  became  of  age  and  throughout  his  life  has  been 
a prominent  factor  in  the  Auglaize  County  organization.  Mr.  Hos- 
kins was  born  in  Union  County,  Ohio,  March  5,  1863.  After  pas- 
sing through  the  public  schools  he  took  a course  in  Ohio  Northern  Uni- 
versity at  Ada,  from  which  he  was  graduated  first  with  the  degree 
of  A.  B.  and  then  A.  M.  He  taught  school  four  months  in  each 
year  from  the  time  he  was  eighteen  until  he  was  twenty-six.  During 
the  years  of  1888  and  1889  he  studied  law  in  the  office  of  Powell, 
Ricketts  & Black  of  Columbus  and  then  took  up  a course  in  the  Cin- 
cinnati Law  School  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1 890.  He  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  the  same  year  and  began  the  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion in  Wapakoneta  where  he  built  up  a reputation  both  as  an  advo- 
cate and  counsellor  which  warranted  him  in  enlarging  his  field  of 
practice  and,  in  1910,  he  opened  an  office  in  Columbus,  while  still 
maintaining  his  office  in  Wapakoneta. 

Mr.  Hoskins  has  been  very  active  in  Democratic  politics.  He 
was  chairman  of  the  Auglaize  County  Committee  in  1 894,  1 898,  1 899, 
1901  and  1902.  In  1900  he  was  elected  Prosecuting  Attorney 
and  was  re-elected  in  1903.  In  1904  he  was  delegate  to  the  National 
Convention  at  St.  Louis  and  in  1906  was  the  Democratic  candidate 
for  Secretary  of  State.  He  is  not  only  a man  of  superior  education 
and  a lawyer  of  marked  ability  but  has  become  known  all  over  the 
state  as  a man  of  sterling  principles  and  one  to  be  trusted  and  honored. 
As  a consequence  he  was  elected  delegate  to  the  Constitutional  Con- 
vention in  1911. 

Outside  of  his  legal  profession  Mr.  Hoskins  has  important  bus- 
iness interests.  He  is  one  of  the  three  owners  of  the  Standard  Churn 
Company  in  Wapakoneta,  one  of  the  oldest  establishments  of  its  kind 
in  the  country.  Also  he  is  a stockholder  and  one  of  the  directors 
in  one  of  the  largest  telephone  companies  in  Florida.  This  company 
is  probably  the  only  one  in  the  whole  country  that  bought  out  the 
Bell.  He  has  always  taken  a profound  interest  in  the  matter  of  edu- 
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cation  and  has  been  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Ohio 
Northern  University  for  the  past  ten  years.  Governor  Pattison  ap- 
pointed him  a member  of  the  Lima  State  Hospital  Board  and  he  was 
elected  chairman  of  that  body. 

Samuel  A.  Hoskins  married  Clara  Hamilton  of  Richwood, 
Ohio,  and  they  have  a family  of  four  children.  He  has  always  been 
a member  of  the  Methodist  Church  and  has  served  as  member  of  the 
Grand  Conference  of  that  society. 

John  C.  Hartshorn  was  born  at  Raymond,  Union  County, 
Ohio,  June  16,  1863.  He  attended  the  common  schools  until 
eighteen  years  of  age  when  he  began  teaching  during  the  winters  and 
studying  and  attending  school  during  the  summer.  In  1888  he  took 
a course  in  the  Northern  University  at  Ada,  after  which  he  returned 
to  Union  County  and  continued  to  teach  until  he  had  rounded  out 
a career  of  twenty-five  years  as  teacher  and  superintendent,  being 
superintendent  during  the  last  eight  years  of  that  time. 

Mr.  Hartshorn’s  interest  in  Democratic  principles  has  led  him  to 
do  a great  deal  of  work  for  the  success  of  the  Democratic  Party. 
He  has  been  very  active  in  committee  work,  having  served  for  a number 
of  years  on  the  County  Central  Committee.  He  was  Township 
Clerk  for  two  years  and  in  1898  was  candidate  for  County  Clerk, 
but  failed  of  nomination.  From  1897  to  1901  he  was  Justice  of  the 
Peace.  In  1911  the  Democratic  Party  again  nominated  him  for 
County  Clerk  and  on  November  8,  he  was  elected  to  that  office  in  the 
face  of  a normal  Republican  majority  of  1,000.  He  has  the  honor 
of  being  the  first  Democrat  ever  elected  County  Clerk  in  Union  County. 

In  1889  John  C.  Hartshorn  married  Minnie,  daughter  of  Wil- 
liam Crowder  of  Union  County.  They  have  a family  of  four  chil- 
dren, namely,  Ursel,  now  Mrs.  J.  O.  Manley;  Dana,  who  is  Deputy 
Clerk  in  his  father’s  office;  Marie  and  Ruth  D.  Mr.  Hartshorn’s 
father,  John  Hartshorn,  came  from  New  Hampshire  to  Ohio  in  the 
50*s.  He  was  a carpenter  by  trade,  a soldier  in  the  Civil  War  and 
an  active  Democrat.  He  is  living  at  Raymond,  Ohio.  He  married 
Sarah  Hammond,  who  died  in  1 899. 
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Hon.  George  M.  Hoke  was  born  near  Fort  Seneca  in  Liberty 
Township,  Seneca  County,  March  18,  1863.  He  was  educated  at 
Heidleberg  University,  Tiffin;  Hillsdale  College,  Hillsdale,  Mich., 
and  the  Normal  School  at  Ada,  Ohio 

He  worked  on  his  father’s  farm  until  he  was  sixteen  years  of 
age,  when  he  began  teaching  country  school  with  such  success  that  he 
was  soon  called  to  higher  work.  He  was  Superintendent  of  the  pub- 
lic schools  at  Green  Springs,  Attica,  Greenwich,  and  Clyde,  Ohio, 
and  at  Garrett,  Indiana,  where  he  finished  his  work  as  an  educator. 
He  served  for  nearly  seven  years  as  School  Examiner  of  Seneca  Coun- 
ty. He  passed  the  requisite  examinations  and  holds  a first  class  life 
certificate  to  teach  in  any  public  school  in  Ohio,  and  also  in  Indiana. 

He  studied  law  in  the  office  of  Seney  & Schaufelberger,  Tiffin, 
Ohio,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1892.  The  late  George  E. 
Seney  was  one  of  his  law  preceptors.  He  began  the  practice  of  his 
profession  in  Tiffin  in  1 899. 

Judge  Hoke  has  always  affiliated  with  the  Democratic  Party 
and  has  rendered  valuable  service  to  the  Seneca  County  Democracy 
as  a member  of  the  County  Central  and  Executive  Committees  and 
as  a delegate  to  nearly  all  the  judicial,  congressional,  senatorial,  and 
county  conventions  for  a period  of  nearly  twenty  years;  also  as  delegate 
to  several  State  Conventions.  He  was  City  Solicitor  of  Tiffin  from 
April,  1901  to  January  1906. 

He  was  elected  Probate  Judge  of  Seneca  County  in  November, 
1908,  by  a majority  of  2,01  7,  the  largest  majority  ever  given  to  a Pro- 
bate Judge  in  that  county.  In  May,  1912,  he  was  renominated 
without  opposition  and  at  the  fall  election  of  that  year,  he  was  re-elect- 
ed for  a second  term  over  Mark  L.  Leister,  by  a majority  of  1,974, 
after  a most  bitter  fight,  he  having  carried  forty-four  out  of  the  forty- 
six  precincts  of  the  county.  His  administration  as  Probate  Judge  has 
been  most  satisfactory  to  the  people,  and  he  is  known  as  the  “Square 
Deal  Judge.’’ 

Judge  Hoke’s  fraternal  affiliations  are  with  the  local  lodges  of 
the  Knights  of  Pythias,  Elks,  Eagles,  Jr.  O.  U.  A.  M.,  and  the 
Home  Guards,  besides  the  Sigma  Chi  College  fraternity. 
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On  December  31,  1885,  he  was  married  to  Anna  R.  Martin, 
and  they  have  three  children  living,  Rachel  E.,  now  Mrs.  Forrest  R. 
Miller,  Neil  A.  and  George  A.  Judge  Hoke’s  parents  were  Augus- 
tus and  Rachel  (Stamy)  Hoke,  for  many  years  well  known  and  highly 
respected  residents  of  Liberty  Township  in  Seneca  County. 

Samuel  Augustus  Hostetter  was  bom  two  miles  south 
of  Versailles  in  Darke  County,  Ohio,  April  9th,  1847.  After  pass- 
ing through  the  country  schools  he  attended  the  Holbrook  Institute 
at  Lebanon,  Ohio,  for  one  year,  after  which  he  taught  school  two 
years.  He  then  took  up  the  study  of  medicine  and  finished  his 
course  at  the  Ohio  Medical  College  in  Cincinnati,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  in  1870.  He  practiced  medicine  at  Ansonia,  Ohio, 
for  six  years,  after  which  he  was  engaged  in  the  drug  business  at  the 
same  place  for  twenty-five  years.  In  1895  he  settled  in  Greenville 
and  became  cashier  of  the  Second  National  Bank,  which  responsible 
position  he  still  occupies. 

Dr.  Hostetter  has  been  identified  with  the  Democartic  Party 
since  he  was  old  enough  to  vote.  He  has  always  been  influential 
in  the  councils  of  his  party,  has  worked  in  the  ranks,  has  held  re- 
sponsible offices  -and  has  represented  his  party  in  the  State  Legislature. 
In  1876  he  was  elected  Representative  and  served  until  1880.  In 
1883  he  was  elected  County  Treasurer  for  a term  of  two  years. 

Dr.  Hostetter’s  father  was  Isaac  Hostetter,  a native  of  Penn- 
sylvania and  a descendant  of  one  of  the  old  settlers.  He  also  was 
a physician.  His  mother’s  maiden  name  was  Hannah  Hager,  a de- 
scendant of  an  old  Maryland  family  of  that  name. 

Samuel  A.  Hostetter  married  Jemima  A.  Yohe,  of  Sidney, 
Ohio.  He  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  was  instru- 
mental in  organizing  the  Lodge  of  Ansonia,  in  which  he  has  passed 
through  all  the  chairs.  He  is  universally  regarded  as  a man  of 
high  character  and  whether  in  business  or  public  life  he  has  been 
faithful  to  every  trust  reposed  in  him. 
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Judge  James  Johnson  was  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  Clark 
County  bar,  which  is  one  of  the  strongest  bars  in  Ohio.  He  practiced 
his  profession  in  Springfield  for  the  thirty  years  before  his  election 
to  the  Bench,  and  his  ability,  more  than  his  politics,  led  to  this  distin- 
guished recognition.  His  father,  James  Johnson,  Sr.,  was  a native  of 
Ireland  and  came  to  the  United  States  when  a boy  with  his  parents 
who  settled  on  a farm  in  Clark  County. 

James  Johnson,  Jr.,  now  Judge  Johnson,  was  born  in  Springfield, 
December  3,  1837.  He  attended  the  common  schools,  entered  Wit- 
tenberg College,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1877.  He  read  law 
with  Bowman,  Pringle  & Scott,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  April, 
1880.  After  his  admission  he  formed  a partnership  with  his  former 
preceptor,  Thomas  J.  Pringle,  under  the  name  of  Pringle  & John- 
son. This  partnership  was  continued  until  the  death  of  Mr.  Pringle 
in  1897;  thereafter  Judge  Johnson  practiced  alone. 

Judge  Johnson  is  and  has  always  been  an  enthusiastic  Demo- 
crat. In  1892  he  was  the  candidate  of  his  party  for  Circuit  Judge 
in  the  second  circuit  district,  and  though  the  normal  Republican  majority 
was  over  six  thousand,  Judge  Johnson  demonstrated  his  ability  as  a 
vote  getter  by  reducing  that  majority  to  167,  and  carried  his  own 
county  by  950. 

He  was  elected  Mayor  of  Springfield  in  1 894,  and  gave  the  city 
a most  successful  administration,  he  was  not  renominated,  as  at  that 
time  a special  act  applying  to  the  city  of  Springfield  prohibited  the 
re-election  of  the  mayor. 

In  1910  he  was  nominated  for  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Ohio  and  was  duly  elected. 

As  a lawyer  he  is  recognized  as  a strong  advocate  and  a safe 
councillor.  Thoroughly  versed  in  the  principles  of  the  law,  and  an 
indefatigable  worker;  with  a mind  analytical  and  logical  his  reasoning 
is  clear,  and  his  presentation  of  a cause  always  terse,  concise  and  con- 
vincing. As  a Judge  and  as  a man  he  is  universally  respected  and 
admired.  He  enjoys  an  extensive  acquaintance,  and  the  confidence 
of  the  people  of  the  state. 
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Earl  H.  Irvin  was  born  in  New  Paris,  Preble  County,  Ohio, 
May  9,  1877,  and  received  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  his  native  place.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  took  up  newspaper  work 
on  the  New  Paris  Mirror  and  speedily  developed  into  a successful 
newspaperman.  His  work  brought  him  into  close  touch  with  polit- 
ical affairs  and  before  he  had  attained  his  majority  he  was  recognized 
as  one  of  the  leading  Democrats  of  the  County.  In  1900,  when  only 
twenty-three  years  of  age,  he  was  elected  Mayor  of  New  Paris.  In 
1902  he  moved  to  Eaton  and  purchased  the  Democratic  Press, 
which  he  now  owns  and  edits  and  which  renders  invaluable  support 
to  the  Democratic  Party  of  Preble  County.  In  1906  Mr.  Irvin 
was  elected  Representative  from  Preble  County  to  the  Seventy-sev- 
enth General  Assembly  and  in  1910  was  again  elected  to  the  Seventy- 
ninth  General  Assembly.  He  has  always  been  found  supporting  the 
best  legislation  and  has  become  widely  known  throughout  Ohio  as  a 
Democrat  of  whom  the  Party  may  well  be  proud.  He  has  never 
missed  his  local  county  or  state  conventions  since  he  became  of  age 
and  also  attended  the  St.  Louis  convention  in  1904. 

In  1898  Earl  H.  Irvin  married  Jennie  Boatman  and  they  have 
a family  of  six  daughters,  namely,  Ruth,  Martha,  Anna,  Marguerite, 
Lois  and  Earla. 

THOMAS  H.  B.  Jones,  Warden  of  the  Ohio  Penitentiary,  is 
favorably  known  both  as  a successful  business  man,  and  as  a clever 
politician,  in  the  best  sense  of  the  term.  His  mental  and  physical 
qualifications  for  both  lines  of  achievement  are  admittedly  superb, 
while  his  entirely  Democratic  and  unaffected  manner  at  once  gain 
him  the  affection  of  all  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact. 

Mr.  Jones  was  born  in  Monroe  County,  Ohio,  September  17, 
1855.  His  parents  were  Samuel  Jones  and  Elizabeth  (Makinson) 
Jones.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Amanda  Strobel,  daughter  of  Pro- 
fessor Strobel,  who  organized  and  conducted  the  first  Symphony  con- 
cert ever  held  in  the  city  of  Cincinnati.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jones  are  the 
parents  of  four  living  children,  Benton  S.  Jones,  a mechanical  draughts- 
man of  Philadelphia;  Gordon  S.  Jones  of  Columbus,  a contractor; 
Samuel  Jones,  and  Mrs.  Charles  Peters  of  Ironton. 
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For  years  T.  H.  B.  Jones  has  been  in  the  hotel  business  at 
Ironton.  He  is  interested  in  other  business.  He  is  known  as  a 
man  whose  word  is  as  good  as  his  bond.  Always  generous  and  kind, 
he  is  the  personal  favorite  of  his  town  and  neighborhood.  The  soul 
of  honor  in  business  relations,  he  exacts  no  less  from  others.  He  was 
sometime  in  life  a school  teacher.  In  1 883  he  was  nominated  by  the 
Democrats  of  Lawrence  County  for  Sheriff,  and  was  elected  in  that 
strong  Republican  bailiwick  by  a plurality  of  554  votes.  In  1903 
he  was  nominated  by  the  Democracy  of  the  state  as  candidate  for 
member  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works.  He  was  delegate  to  the 
National  Convention  of  his  party  at  Chicago  in  1896. 

In  1906  Mr.  Jones  was  the  Democratic  candidate  for  Congress 
in  the  Tenth  Ohio  District.  His  Republican  opponent  was  Hon. 
H.  T.  Brannon,  who  was  elected  by  a greatly  reduced  plurality. 
Brannon’s  tribute  to  Mr.  Jones’  running  qualities  is  almost  historic. 
He  declared  that  with  the  candidacy  of  Jones  the  district  was  doubt- 
ful. Mr.  Jones  was  renominated  at  Ironton  in  1908  amid  the  great- 
est enthusiasm.  His  Republican  opponent  that  year  was  the  Hon. 
A.  Romulus  Johnson,  who  succeeded  in  winning,  by  about  half  of 
the  regular  Republican  plurality. 

It  was  the  favorable  personal  and  almost  enormous  acquaintance 
of  Mr.  Jones  throughout  the  Tenth  District  that  enabled  him  to  make 
this  splendid  showing  as  a candidate  for  Congress  in  1 906  and  1 908. 
He  made  his  campaign  with  a trusty  horse  and  a strong  buggy  in  his 
own  way.  He  drove  over  the  district.  He  was  known  wherever  he 
went  as  “Plain  Tom  Jones.’*  He  crossed  palms  with  the  farmer 
tilling  the  soil,  he  made  friends  with  the  mechanic.  Everywhere  he 
went  he  was  greeted  with  the  greatest  cordiality.  Though  defeated 
each  time  he  congratulated  his  successful  adversaries. 

No  more  appropriate  or  popular  appointment  was  ever  made  in 
Ohio  to  an  official  position  than  was  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Jones 
to  the  Wardenship  of  the  Ohio  Penitentiary,  by  Governor  Harmon  in 

1909. 

Among  his  great  humane  acts  was  the  abolishment  of  cor- 
poral punishment.  In  a score  of  ways  he  has  raised  the  morale  of 
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the  institution  to  the  benefit  both  of  the  inmates  and  of  the  state.  Mr. 
Jones  is  still  in  the  prime  of  life.  What  the  mutations  of  politics  may 
bring  forth  is  difficult  to  foretell,  but  the  size  of  a real  man  is  judged, 
not  by  the  number  of  offices  he  fills  but  often  by  the  way  in  which  he 
discharges  a single  public  trust  and  the  estimation  in  which  he  is  held 
by  his  fellow  citizens  in  private  life.  The  friends  and  neighbors 
of  Mr.  Jones  render  one  verdict:  “His  equilibrium  of  heart  and 

brain  is  well  nigh  perfect.’* 

RoDERIC  Jones,  attorney  of  Newark,  Ohio,  was  born  in  Newark, 
March  16,  1879,  and  after  passing  through  the  city  schools  was  pre- 
pared for  collge  at  the  Granville  Academy.  He  then  entered  Den- 
ison University  and  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  A.  B.  in  the 
class  of  1900.  Having  decided  upon  the  law  as  his  vocation  he  took 
a course  in  the  Cincinnati  Law  School  and  was  graduated  therefrom 
and  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1903,  since  which  date  he  has  been  en- 
gaged in  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Newark,  Ohio.  He  was 
a partner  with  his  father,  Jugde  John  David  Jones,  from  1903  to 
1909  and  since  that  year  has  been  in  partnership  with  J.  Howard 
Jones,  under  the  firm  name  of  Jones  & Jones. 

Roderic  Jones  has  always  been  a Democrat  and  is  one  of  the 
leaders  among  the  younger  men  of  the  Licking  Democracy.  He  has 
rendered  a great  deal  of  valuable  service  on  the  Democratic  execu- 
tive committee  of  which  he  has  been  a member  in  the  years  1903, 
1905,  1908,  1909-10  and  1912.  Also  he  has  been  delegate  to  many 
conventions  for  so  young  a man,  among  others  the  Democratic  State 
Conventions  of  1906,  1908,  1910  and  1912,  and  the  Democratic 
Congressional  Conventions  of  the  Seventeenth  District  in  1906  and 
1908.  In  the  Fall  of  1911  he  was  elected  City  Solicitor  of  the  city 
of  Newark,  which  office  he  now  holds. 

On  June  8,  1908,  Roderic  Jones  married  Iris  Miller  of  Bellevue, 
Ohio.  His  parents  were  John  David  and  Rachel  (Giffin)  Jones. 
Judge  John  David  Jones  was  one  of  the  greatest  lawyers  of  his  day 
and  one  of  the  most  highly  respected  men  of  Licking  County.  Rod- 
eric Jones  is  a member  of  the  Trinity  Episcopal  Church  and  the  Phi 
Gamma  Delta  college  fraternity. 
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Hon.  GEORGE  J.  Karb. — No  Democrat  in  Columbus  has  been 
more  successful  politically  than  George  J.  Karb.  On  seven  occasions 
he  has  sought  the  suffrages  of  the  people,  first  in  his  ward,  then  in 
the  city,  then  in  the  county  and  has  never  met  defeat,  and  on  many 
other  occasions  he  has  been  urged  both  by  the  party  leaders  and  by  the 
rank  and  file  to  stand  as  a candidate  for  some  office  that  required  a 
strong  man  to  win. 

Mr.  Karb  was  an  active  Democrat  long  before  he  was  a voter. 
The  first  office  for  which  he  was  a candidate  was  that  of  member 
of  the  city  council  from  the  old  Fifth  ward,  and  notwithstanding  the 
fact  that  it  was  heavily  Republican,  Mr.  Karb  was  elected.  It  was 
this  campaign  that  first  attracted  ike  attention  of  the  Democratic  lead- 
ers to  his  ability  as  a vote  getter;  and  as  a member  of  the  council  he 
made  good  and  won  the  confidence  of  the  people.  He  was  next 
elected  a member  of  the  Board  of  Police  Commissioners  of  Columbus. 
In  1891  he  was  elected  Mayor,  and  re-elected  in  1893,  and  in  spite 
of  the  efforts  of  the  Republican  Legislature  to  hamper  him  with  a 
“Ripper  Bill”  applying  only  to  the  city  of  Columbus,  his  administration 
was  one  of  the  most  successful  in  the  history  of  the  city.  That  the 
people  were  satisfied  was  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  they  elected 
another  Democrat  as  his  successor,  in  the  person  of  the  late  Cotton  Al- 
len. Mr.  Karb  was  not  again  an  applicant' for  political  office  until 
1903  when  he  was  elected  sheriff  of  Franklin  County,  and  reelected 
in  1905. 

Mr.  Karb’s  political  activity  has  been  by  no  means  confined 
to  the  campaigns  in  which  he  was  a candidate.  He  has  served  fre- 
quently as  a member  of  the  city  and  county  committees,  and  is  always 
one  of  the  most  aggressive  supporters  of  the  entire  ticket. 

Mr.  Karb  is  a native  of  Columbus,  born  February  15,  1858. 
After  attending  the  common  schools  he  entered  a drug  store,  and  after 
serving  several  years  as  an  employe,  passed  the  examination  as  a phar- 
macist. He  then  went  into  business  for  himself,  first  at  the  corner 
of  Fifth  and  Main  streets,  then  at  the  corner  of  Fourth  and  Main 
streets  until  1898  when  he  retired  from  the  drug  business  to  take  charge 
of  the  affairs  of  the  Central  Ohio  Oil  Company,  as  treasurer  and 
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manager.  Under  his  management  this  company  has  been  most  suc- 
cessful, and  is  today  recognized  as  one  of  the  leading  oil  companies 
of  the  state. 

He  is  one  of  the  most  active  members  of  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, and  was  recently  honored  by  being  appointed  chairman  of 
the  committee  from  that  organization  to  co-operate  with  the  commis- 
sions appointed  by  the  Governor  and  Mayor  to  arrange  for  the  cele- 
bration of  the  Centennial  Anniversary  of  Columbus. 

Although  Mr.  Karb  considered  that  he  had  permanently  re- 
tired from  politics,  when  the  year  1911  arrived  the  Democrats  of 
the  city  of  Columbus  as  well  as  many  in  other  political  parties  pre- 
vailed upon  him  to  become  a candidate  for  Mayor  of  the  city.  He 
entered  the  race  and  after  a very  spirited  contest  was  elected  by  a 
majority  of  6,000  over  George  S.  Marshall,  who  was  the  Repub- 
lican candidate  for  re-election.  He  has  never  been  defeated  in  a po- 
litical contest  and  has  had  the  felicity  of  being  Mayor  of  Columbus 
during  its  centennial  celebration  which  he  did  much  in  assisting  to 
promote. 

Mr.  Karb  was  endowed  by  nature  with  a pleasing  personality, 
rare  executive  ability,  and  untiring  perseverance  and  energy.  He  has 
an  extensive  acquaintance  and  no  one  can  know  him  without  liking 
and  admiring  him.  He  has  been  true  to  every  trust  and  loyal  to  his 
friends.  And  these  are  the  elements  that  always  spell  success  in 
politics. 

O.  S.  KlBLER  was  born  in  Fairfield  County,  Ohio,  October 
20,  1860.  After  passing  through  the  public  schools  he  spent  three 
years  at  Ada,  Ohio,  where  he  took  a scientific  course,  after  which  he 
taught  school  for  fifteen  years.  He  gave  up  teaching  to  take  up  agri- 
culture and  since  that  time  has  been  engaged  in  farming. 

Mr.  Kibler  has  always  been  active  in  Democratic  politics  and 
has  done  much  valuable  work  on  committees  and  during  campaigns. 
He  began  his  active  work  in  the  Cleveland  campaign  of  1884  and  has 
been  a member  of  the  County  Central  Committee  for  years.  He 
has  frequently  been  delegate  to  state,  judicial  and  congressional  con- 
ventions and  was  a member  of  the  state  convention  at  Zanesville  which 
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nominated  John  R.  McLean  for  Governor  in  1899.  He  was  the 
Democratic  candidate  for  Representative  in  1911  and  lost  by  the 
small  margin  of  seventy-two  in  a county  which  is  normally  1 ,600 
Republican.  Mr.  Kibler  takes  the  greatest  interest  in  educational 
affairs  and  is  a member  of  the  Board  of  Education.  His  social  af- 
filiations are  with  the  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Junior  Order  of  Ameri- 
can Mechanics. 

In  1887  O.  S.  Kibler  married  Edith  R.,  daughter  of  James  and 
Rachel  Marks,  and  they  have  two  children,  George  J.  and  Mary 
Lee.  Mr.  Kibler’s  father  was  John  J.  Kibler,  a native  of  Germany 
who  came  to  America  in  1851  with  his  wife,  Louisa,  who  is  still 
living  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-three  years.  John  J.  Kibler 
died  about  fifty  years  ago.  Their  children  were  Fred  C.,  Katherine, 
George  J.,  L.  S.,  and  O.  S.  Kibler,  all  of  whom  are  Democrats. 

Hon.  Walter  K.  Keppel  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  leading 
public  men  of  Seneca  County,  in  which  he  was  born  and  of  which  he 
has  been  a resident  all  his  life.  He  was  born  at  Tiffin,  Ohio,  July 
5,  1880,  and  after  graduating  from  the  high  school  took  a course  in 
the  Heidelberg  University.  He  read  law  at  the  Ohio  Northern  Uni- 
versity, Ada,  Ohio,  and  was  admitted  to  practice  in  1 904,  since  which 
time  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Tiffin. 

Mr.  Keppel  has  taken  an  active  part  in  the  affairs  of  the  Demo- 
cratic Party  of  Seneca  County  and  the  City  of  Tiffin  since  he  became 
of  age.  He  was  a member  of  the  city  Democratic  Committee  and 
its  chairman  for  four  years.  He  is  remarkably  strong,  both  as  an 
organizer  and  as  an  executive,  and  managed  the  campaign  in  Seneca 
County  for  Carl  Anderson  during  his  first  Congressional  fight  in  1 908. 
Also  at  the  Congressional  Convention  that  year  he  nominated  Ander- 
son for  Congress.  In  1 909  he  was  appointed  a member  of  the  Board 
of  Review  and  in  1911  was  elected  Mayor  of  Tiffin.  He  is  noted 
for  his  ability  to  grasp  a situation  and  he  works  intelligently  for  suc- 
cess. His  father,  Guilford  B.  Keppel,  was  one  of  the  leading  Demo- 
crats of  Seneca  County.  He  is  also  a lawyer  and  served  as  Prosecu- 
ting Attorney  and  was  Post  Master  during  President  Cleveland’s 
first  administration. 
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L.  W.  KlLGORE,  son  of  William  K.  and  Sarah  (Horney)  Kil- 
gore, was  born  on  a farm  near  South  Solon,  Madison  County,  Ohio, 
October  31,  1853,  and  was  one  of  a family  of  seven  children.  Both 
his  parents  were  natives  of  Kentucky  but  were  of  Scotch-Irish  de- 
scent. William  K.  Kilgore  settled  in  Madison  County  after  attaining 
his  majority  and  engaged  in  farming.  He  was  born  August  4,  1827, 
and  died  December  30,  1903. 

L.  W.  Kilgore  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  and  has 
been  a farmer  all  his  life  and  owns  one  of  the  finest  and  most  highly 
improved  farms  in  Madison  County.  It  lies  within  six  miles  of  Lon- 
don. 

In  politics  Mr.  Kilgore  is  a Democrat  and  is  ever  ready  and 
willing  to  contribute  his  best  support  and  services  for  the  benefit  and 
success  of  his  party.  His  fathers  for  three  generations  before  him  were 
loyal  to  the  Democratic  Party  and  its  principles  and  he  has  lived  up 
to  his  family  traditions.  He  has  been  a delegate  to  many  county  and 
state  conventions  and  was  a member  of  the  convention  that  nominated 
James  E.  Campbell  for  Governor  in  1889. 

A successful  man  should  be  public  spirited  and  in  both  respects 
Mr.  Kilgore  is  a type.  He  takes  a warm  and  active  interest  in  every- 
thing pertaining  to  his  community,  particularly  agricultural  interests. 
For  twenty-five  years  he  has  been  a member  of  the  Madison  County 
Agricultural  Society,  serving  eleven  years  as  its  president.  In  1903 
he  was  elected  a member  of  the  State  Board  of  Agriculture,  which 
was,  however,  declared  to  have  no  status,  but  in  1904  he  was  reap- 
pointed by  Governor  Harris  to  fill  an  unexpired  term  of  three  years, 
and  at  the  expiration  of  that  term  was  again  re-appointed  by  Governor 
Harmon  for  a term  of  five  years.  In  1909  he  was  President  of  the 
Board  and  in  1910  was  appointed  Treasurer,  which  office  he  still  fills 
with  the  fidelity  he  displays  in  all  matters.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Masonic  Lodge  in  London,  Ohio,  and  is  widely  known  and  highly 
respected  throughout  the  state. 

On  September  4,  1879,  L.  W.  Kilgore  married  Mollie  L.  Lin- 
sen,  and  they  have  one  son,  Wentworth  Linsen,  who  was  born  in 
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Hon.  James  Kilbourne. — The  name  of  Kilbourne  is  con- 
temporaneous with  the  history  of  the  great  commonwealth  of  Ohio. 
For  more  than  a century  that  name  has  been  associated  with  every 
step  of  her  marvelous  development.  It  shines  resplendent  both  in 
civil  and  military  achievements.  It  is  enrolled  in  the  earliest  movements 
for  the  advancement  of  education,  religion  and  morality.  The  name 
is  associated  with  the  establishment  of  manufactures  and  the  encour- 
agement and  cultivation  of  the  arts.  The  founder  of  this  remark- 
able family  in  Ohio  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  state.  His  name 
was  James  Kilbourne,  father  of  the  late  Lincoln  Kilbourne  and  grand- 
father of  Col.  James  Kilbourne  of  Columbus  and  of  Ohio. 

Born  in  New  Britain,  Connecticut,  reared  on  his  father’s  farm, 
and  in  early  life  apprenticed  to  a cloth  manufacturer,  he  thoroughly 
learned  the  trade  and  as  a result,  before  he  had  reached  his  majority 
was  a successful  manager.  Fortifying  himself  by  close  application  to 
study,  and  largely  self-educated,  he  laid  a deep  and  broad  founda- 
tion for  the  triumphs  that  later  crowned  his  illustrious  career  as  pioneer 
and  colonist,  as  manufacturer  and  statesman,  and  as  founder  of  in- 
stitutions that  have  left  their  imprint  upon  the  intellectual  develop- 
ments of  the  state. 

Though  too  young  to  take  part  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution, 
he  was  fired  with  zeal  for  the  patriot  cause  and  his  study  of  the  course 
and  causes  of  that  conflict  had  much  to  do  with  making  him  the  use- 
ful and  distinguished  servant  of  the  people  in  the  Lower  House  of  the 
American  Congress. 

Col.  Kilbourne’s  interest  in  the  possibilities  of  the  great  valley 
of  the  Ohio  was  early  aroused,  and  possessed  more  by  the  ambition 
to  be  one  of  the  builders  of  an  ideal  state  than  by  the  spirit  of  adven- 
ture, he  determined  to  investigate  with  a view  to  establishing  a settle- 
ment of  desirable  Connecticut  emigrants  in  the  region,  accounts  of 
which  had  fired  his  imagination.  When  the  Ordinance  of  1 787  was 
granted  prescribing  the  method  of  government  for  the  Northwest 
Territory,  and  declaring  that  slavery  should  forever  be  prohibited 
within  its  confines,  James  Kilbourne  organized  the  Scioto  Emigration 
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Company,  which  organization  was  not  completed  until  after  he  had 
made  a personal  investigation  of  sites  most  favorable  to  the  planting  of 
a prosperous  colony. 

In  the  year  of  1803,  the  year  of  Ohio’s  birth  into  the  sister- 
hood of  states.  Col.  Kilbourne  and  the  Connecticut  band  arrived 
in  the  upper  Scioto  Valley,  and  settled  and  built  the  town  of  Worth- 
ington. The  town  was  systematically  surveyed  and  laid  out  into  lots. 
Under  Col.  Kilbourne’s  advice  and  supervision  stores  were  estab- 
lished, modest  factories  for  the  benefit  of  pioneer  necessities  built, 
and  a church  edifice  erected.  At  that  time  the  nearest  mill  where 
corn  could  be  ground  into  meal  or  wheat  into  flour  was  at  Chillicothe, 
fifty  miles  away,  and,  perceiving  the  vast  benefit  to  the  colony  and 
of  others  who  were  settling  in  the  neighborhood,  he  had  erected  the 
first  mill  of  the  kind  in  the  section.  As  the  result  of  his  keen  foresight, 
his  sound  judgment,  his  salutary  counsel  and  unflagging  energy,  Worth- 
ington had  become  one  of  the  great  trading  centers  of  the  Upper  Sci- 
oto Valley  before  the  now  teeming  city  of  Columbus  was  dignified 
by  a name. 

New  lines  of  transportation  and  a change  in  the  drift,  and  emi- 
gration alone  caused  Columbus  to  surpass  the  town  of  Worthington 
and  to  become  the  great  capital  of  a great  state. 

Sometimes  known  as  Rev.  James  Kilbourne,  on  account  of  his 
regard  for  religion  as  the  criterion  of  the  highest  development  of 
any  community,  and  the  fact  that  he  was  an  ordained  minister,  he 
was  more  generally  known  as  Col.  Kilbourne,  on  account  of  his  deep 
interest  in  a well  trained  militia.  His  fame,  however,  rests  upon  a 
foundation  so  broad  that  only  volumes  and  not  a biographical  sketch 
could  do  him  full  justice  and  give  him  his  proper  place  in  the  annals 
of  the  state.  He  was  the  skilled  surveyor.  He  platted  numerous 
towns  and  cities  in  Ohio,  and  their  records  test  his  thoroughness  and 
exactness.  Bucyrus  was  one  of  these  and  it  was  in  that  city  that  the 
later  and  present  Col.  James  Kilbourne  opened  his  canvass  for  Gov- 
ernor in  1901.  He  was  the  founder  of  schools  and  through  his 
efforts  Worthington  early  in  the  last  century  became  famous  as  an 
educational  center.  He  was  the  builder  and  at  one  time  the  head  of 
the  cloth  manufacturing  industry  in  Ohio  He  was  the  statesman 
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whose  vision  of  the  future  development  of  the  country  knew  no  bounds. 
He  was  a man  of  letters  and  a patron  of  all  that  is  best  in  civilized  life. 

He  was  a Democrat  of  the  Jefferson  School,  and,  in  1812, 
without  his  own  solicitation,  was  elected  a member  of  the  Thirteenth 
Congress  from  what  was  then  then  the  Fifth  Ohio  District,  comprising 
the  counties  of  Franklin,  Madison,  Licking,  Knox,  Delaware,  Cham- 
paign, Fairfield,  Miami  and  Darke.  From  these  counties  were  carved 
about  twice  as  many  additional  counties.  He  was  renominated  in 
1814  and  re-elected  to  the  Fourteenth  Congress  but  in  1815  refused 
a renomination  to  run  again.  In  Congress  he  was  a staunch  supporter 
of  President  Madison.  He  was  the  author  and  first  champion  of 
the  free  homestead  act  which  under  the  leadership  of  Galusha  A. 
Grow  became  a law  in  the  fifties. 

He  was  an  earnest  and  powerful  advocate  of  an  income  tax 
which  is  destined  to  become  part  of  the  taxing  power  of  the  nation. 
He  preceded  a majority  of  the  statesmen  of  his  time  in  favoring  a 
liberal  system  of  internal  improvements  in  the  matter  of  build- 
ing great  public  highways,  canals  and  railways,  and  in  the  improve- 
ment of  navigable  rivers.  He  was  one  of  the  Commissioners  for  Ohio 
to  select  for  the  state  public  lands  allotted  for  canal  purposes.  He 
was  one  of  the  commissioners  selected  to  settle  the  disputed  boundary 
line  between  Virginia  and  the  Northwest  Territory.  He  cast  his  vote 
as  a Presidential  Elector  for  James  Monroe  in  1820.  Leaving  the 
Democratic  Party  along  with  Henry  Clay,  Daniel  Webster  and  John 
Quincy  Adams,  he  allied  himself  with  the  opposition  which  latter 
crystalized  into  the  Whig  Party.  He  remained  a firm  Whig  to  the 
end  of  his  life,  1850,  largely  owing  to  his  views  on  the  tariff  question. 

Col.  Kilbourne  was  a close  and  intimate  personal  friend  of  Pres- 
ident James  Monroe.  Upon  matters  of  statecraft  they  were  confi- 
dants. Their  social  relations  were  such  that  when  the  great  Virginian, 
in  his  capacity  as  President,  paid  a visit  to  Ohio,  he  was  entertained 
at  the  hospitable  home  of  James  Kilbourne  at  Worthington. 

John  Kilbourne,  though  not  less  versatile  was  not  less  renowned 
than  his  brother.  He  was  a man  of  remarkable  talents.  He  often 
labored  by  the  side  of  his  brother  aiding  by  his  splendid  knowledge  and 
executive  ability  in  the  perfection  of  great  enterprises.  John  Kilbourne 
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was,  like  his  brother,  a surveyor.  He  was  also  a man  of  thorough 
education  and  of  fine  literary  attainments.  He  was  at  one  time  Ohio’s 
official  Geographer  and  Map  Maker.  To  one  of  the  standard  his- 
tories of  Columbus  and  Franklin  county  we  are  indebted  for  the  story 
of  John  Kilbourne’s  service  in  the  early  days  as  official  stenographic 
reporter  for  the  General  Assembly  of  Ohio.  Where  he  learned 
stenography  is  not  known,  but  the  fact  is  his  rapidity  was  so  great 
that  there  were  not  printing  facilities  in  Worthington  and  Columbus 
adequate  to  publish  his  matter.  His  services  had  to  be  dispensed 
with  and  those  of  a long  hand  reporter  who  had  lost  his  job  was  re- 
instated. His  literary  work  is  of  inestimable  value  as  throwing  light 
on  the  early  history  of  Ohio.  His  works  are  to  be  found  in  the  Ohio 
State  Library. 

Col.  James  Kilbourne  had  the  great  fortune  to  live  to  see  and 
to  realize  the  highest  ambitions  of  his  youth  and  young  manhood.  He 
lived  to  know  and  behold  the  result  of  his  handiwork.  He  lived  to 
see  the  enterprises  he  had  built  upon  the  enduring  basis  of  education, 
of  industry  and  of  commerce;  of  religion,  morality  and  devotion  to  the 
highest  ideals  of  civic  duty,  perpetuated  upon  the  broad  foundations 
laid  in  his  earlier  years  and  proclaimed  and  pronounced  in  his  unselfish 
upbuilding  of  the  commonwealth. 

Otho  W.  KENNEDY,  son  of  Thomas  S.  and  Hester  F.  (Mon- 
nett)  Kennedy,  was  born  on  his  father’s  farm  in  Crawford  County, 
Ohio,  May  25th,  1878.  He  received  his  early  education  in  the 
country  schools  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen  began  teaching.  He 
taught  school  in  the  winter  months  and  attended  college  during  the 
fall  term  for  three  years  at  the  Ohio  Normal  University  at  Ada,  Ohio, 
where  he  took  the  commercial  and  literary  courses,  graduating  in 
the  commercial  course  in  1899,  and  receiving  the  degree  of  B.  C.  S. 
In  the  fall  of  1901  he  entered  Western  Reserve  University  at  Cleve- 
land, Ohio,  and  in  1902  returned  to  Ada  and  received  the  degree 
of  LL.  B.  In  that  year  also  he  passed  the  state  bar  examination, 
having  qualified  himself  by  studying  law  while  teaching  school.  In 
1902  he  went  from  Ada  to  Marion  and  opened  a law  office  but  soon 


' 


. 


228 


THE  DEMOCRATIC  PARTY  OF  OHIO 


moved  to  Bucyrus  and  formed,  with  his  brother,  the  law  firm  of  Ken- 
nedy & Kennedy  which  existed  until  1908.  Since  that  date  Mr. 
Kennedy  has  been  carrying  on  a successful  practice  alone. 

In  1905  O.  W.  Kennedy,  who  has  always  been  a loyal  Demo- 
crat, was  persuaded  to  accept  the  nomination  for  City  Solicitor. 
He  did  very  little  campaigning,  however,  and  failed  of  election,  by 
four  votes.  In  1907  he  was  again  nominated  for  the  same  office 
and  was  not  only  elected  but  was  reelected  in  1909.  The  best  com- 
mentary on  the  ability  with  which  he  has  conducted  the  office  of  City 
Solicitor  is  to  state  the  fact  that  the  central  committee  petitioned  him  to 
run  for  the  third  term  in  1 9 1 1 , and  he  was  for  a third  time  elected.  He 
has  been  an  able  worker  for  the  Party  and  has  been  very  active  as  a 
member  of  county  committees.  Also  he  has  been  a delegate  to  ju- 
dicial and  congressional  conventions  and  a member  of  the  State  Board 
of  Elections.  In  his  profession  he  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  rising 
young  lawyers  of  the  state. 

On  November  24th,  1910,  Otho  W.  Kennedy  married  Edna 
T.,  daughter  of  C.  F.  and  Bertha  (Volk)  Birk  of  Bucyrus,  Ohio. 
The  Birk  family  is  of  German  extraction.  Thomas  S.  Kennedy, 
the  father  of  Attorney  Kennedy,  is  a farmer  in  Crawford  County 
and  a highly  respected  citizen. 

WlLBERT  M.  Kaufman  was  born  in  Harmony  Township, 
Morrow  County,  Ohio,  March  16,  1859.  He  attended  the  high 
school  at  Cardington  and  began  teaching  school.  In  1 884  he  entered 
the  Normal  College  at  Ada  and  took  a special  course,  after  which  he 
resumed  teaching.  In  all  he  taught  school  twelve  years.  In  1888 
he  moved  to  Mt.  Gilead  and  took  up  the  study  of  law.  In  1890  he 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  and  at  once  began  the  active  practice  of  his 
profession,  in  which  he  has  since  been  successfully  engaged. 

Mr.  Kaufman  served  on  the  Democratic  Central  Committee  and 
later  was  chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee  for  two  years.  He 
has  attended  various  conventions  and  was  delegate  to  the  state  conven- 
tion of  1903  which  nominated  Tom  L.  Johnson  for  Governor.  At 
that  convention  he  was  a member  of  the  Committee  on  Resolutions. 
In  1896  he  was  chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee  and  took 
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an  active  part  in  the  Democratic  organization  of  the  county  which 
went  Democratic  that  year  for  the  first  time  in  a long  period.  He 
has  been  candidate  for  County  Clerk  and  Probate  Judge  and  was 
elected  City  Solicitor  of  Mt.  Gilead.  In  1909  he  was  elected  Mayor 
of  Mt.  Gilead  and  gave  a satisfactory  administration  of  public  affairs, 
but  was  defeated  for  a second  term. 

On  June  10,  1896,  Wilbert  M.  Kaufman  married  Victoria 
P.,  daughter  of  John  C.  Lewis  of  Morrow  County.  Mr.  Kaufman’s 
parents  were  Gideon  and  Margaret  (Waltermire)  Kaufman.  Gid- 
eon Kaufman  was  a native  of  Fairfield  County,  Ohio,  but  came  to  Mor- 
row County  when  sixteen  years  of  age.  He  was  a life  long  Democrat 
who  never  aspired  to  office  but  held  many  in  his  township.  He  died 
in  1893  at  the  age  of  seventy-five.  His  wife,  the  mother  of  an  es- 
timable family,  is  still  living  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-four  years. 


FREDERICK  Krehl  was  born  in  Poppenweiler,  O-A  Ludwigs- 
burg,  Wurtemburg,  Germany,  February  6,  1840.  He  received  his 
early  education  in  his  native  land,  and  came  to  America  in  1853, 
where  he  concluded  his  education  in  English.  He  learned  the  tanner’s 
trade  in  Canfield,  Ohio,  and  in  1 860  settled  in  Girard,  Ohio,  where 
he  engaged  in  the  tanning  business.  He  was  President  of  the  F. 
Krehl  & Sons*  Leather  Co.,  in  1906  when  the  plant  of  the  company 
was  destroyed  by  fire,  and  the  business  discontinued.  He  was  one  of 
the  promoters  of  the  Girard  Savings  & Banking  Company,  and  is  now 
serving  as  vice-president  of  that  institution.  He  also  superintends 
a farm  adjoining  the  village. 

Mr.  Krehl  has  always  been  a staunch  Democrat,  and  was  one 
of  the  first  councilmen  of  Girard,  having  been  one  of  the  organizers 
of  the  village.  PTe  has  been  a member  of  council  four  terms  in  all, 
and  also  has  served  on  the  school  board.  He  has  for  years  taken  a 
very  active  part  in  public  affairs,  and  was  a member  of  the  central  com- 
mittee. He  has  always  been  highly  respected,  and  has  had  a suc- 
cessful and  honorable  career. 


■ : ; ;v'  Vv 

. 

V • • f • ..  . .. 

" \*  - ’ 


230 


THE  DEMOCRATIC  PARTY  OF  OHIO 


William  Edward  Knight  is  not  only  one  of  the  best  known 
men  in  Lorain  County,  but  is  widely  reputed  throughout  the  state  as 
an  active  and  energetic  Democrat  with  the  ability  to  aid  in  directing 
his  party,  both  in  the  county  and  the  state,  along  the  right  lines.  He 
was  born  in  Rochester,  Ohio,  September  12,  1864,  the  son  of  John 
and  Anne  Knight.  He  was  educated  first  at  Grafton  and  afterwards 
at  Lagrange  in  a private  school.  He  has  been  a resident  of  Lorain 
County  all  his  life  and  from  his  early  manhood  has  taken  a deep  in- 
terest in  all  public  affairs.  In  1 886  he  was  elected  a member  of  the 
School  Board  and  served  until  1909,  a period  of  twenty-three  years. 
He  was  Inspector  of  Public  Buildings  in  Columbus  during  1909  and 
became  Director  of  Public  Service  in  Lorain  in  1910,  which  office  he 
still  holds. 

In  1908  the  American  Legion  of  Democratic  Voters  was  formed 
in  Lorain  to  promulgate  Democratic  doctrines  and  assist  the  party  in 
maintaining  its  high  standard  as  the  party  of  the  people.  Mr.  Knight 
was  not  only  largely  instrumental  in  promoting  this  organization,  which 
has  a membership  of  over  six  hundred  in  Lorain  County,  but  is  Pres- 
ident of  the  association. 

On  June  18,  1890,  William  E.  Knight  married  Elizabeth  M. 
Foxhall.  They  have  two  children,  Charles  W.,  aged  seventeen  and 
Mary  Elizabeth,  aged  nine. 

John  H.  Klatte  was  born  at  New  Bremen,  Ohio,  September 
9,  1868.  In  1872  his  parents  moved  to  Lima,  and  after  passing 
through  the  public  and  parochial  schools  he  took  a four  years’  course 
in  the  Ohio  Northern  University  at  Ada.  He  then  took  up  the 
study  of  law  under  D.  C.  Henderson  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
in  1895.  In  that  year  he  began  the  active  practice  of  his  profession, 
in  which  he  has  been  very  successful  and  has  attained  a high  reputation 
as  a criminal  lawyer,  not  only  in  Allen  County  but  beyond  its  bor- 
ders. 

Mr.  Klatte  is  not  only  a Democrat  but  is  a hard  worker  for  his 
Party.  He  is  a good  campaign  speaker  and  by  his  ability  on  the 
platform  has  done  much  to  advance  the  interests  of  Democracy  in  his 
part  of  the  state.  He  has  been  a member  of  the  County  and  Cen- 
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tral  Committees  for  fifteen  years  and  has  attended  nearly  all  the  ju- 
dicial, congressional  and  state  conventions  during  that  time.  In  1901 
he  was  the  Democratic  candidate  for  City  Solicitor  of  Lima  and  came 
within  thirty-nine  votes  of  election,  although  the  city  is  Republican  by 
a large  majority.  In  1909  he  was  appointed  State  Supervisor  of 
Elections,  although  the  state  department  was  then  Republican. 

Mr.  Klatte’s  father  was  one  of  the  pioneer  Democrats  in  his 
section  of  the  state.  He  was  bom  in  Jackson  Township,  Auglaize 
County,  Ohio,  in  1843.  He  served  in  the  Civil  War  and  while  he 
never  aspired  to  office  was  highly  esteemed  for  the  spirited  interest 
he  took  in  his  Party  and  public  affairs  generally.  He  married  Mary 
Bridgesmith,  who  was  born  in  Auglaize  County,  Ohio,  in  1847. 
John  H.  Klatte  is  a member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America 
and  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans.  Judge  Benjamin  Klatte  of  Elko, 
Nevada  is  a brother  of  John  H.  Klatte. 

Hon.  James  Buchanan  Kolp  was  born  near  Yellow  Springs, 
Greene  County,  Ohio,  in  1857,  and  attended  the  common  schools 
in  his  native  place  until  1 868,  when  his  family  removed  to  Greenville, 
Darke  County,  where  he  continued  at  school  until  he  began  teaching 
at  the  early  age  of  seventeen.  He  taught  for  eleven  years,  mostly  in 
country  and  village  schools,  and  while  so  engaged  commenced  to  read 
law.  He  studied  law  for  several  years  and  served  as  Deputy  in  the 
Probate  Court  under  three  different  judges.  In  1889  he  removed 
to  Toledo  where  he  remained  for  eight  years,  occupying  the  re- 
sponsible position  of  credit  man  for  a large  wholesale  house.  He 
returned  to  Greenville  in  1897.  Subsequently  he  served  for  two  years 
as  Deputy  under  Judge  D.  Robeson,  whom  he  succeeded  as  Probate 
Judge  by  election  in  1909.  At  that  election  Judge  Kolp  carried  the 
county  by  1 776  votes,  the  largest  majority  ever  given  to  a Democrat 
in  Darke  County. 

Very  early  in  life  Judge  Kolp  began  to  take  a keen  interest 
in  political  affairs  and  was  a Democratic  worker  at  the  age  of  sixteen. 
For  forty  years  he  has  steadfastly  and  consistently  supported  his 
party  and  the  high  appreciation  in  which  he  is  held  by  the  Democrats 
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of  Darke  County  was  clearly  expressed  in  the  flattering  majority  by 
which  he  was  elected  in  1 909.  Not  only  has  he  been  an  earnest  worker 
in  County  Committees  but  has  served  as  delegate  to  state  and  congres- 
sional conventions.  As  a Deputy  in  the  Probate  Office  he  made 
friends  of  both  attorneys  and  clients  through  his  courtesy  and  mastery 
of  details  and  as  Probate  Judge  he  conducts  his  office  with  the  preci- 
sion and  wisdom  of  the  most  experienced  jurist. 

Judge  Kolp's  father  was  Samuel  L.  Kolp,  who  was  also  associa- 
ted with  the  Probate  Court  for  eighteen  years;  twelve  years  as  Deputy 
and  six  as  Probate  Judge.  He  died  in  March,  1905,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-two.  In  1885  Judge  Kolp  married  Ida  Emrick  of  Greenville, 
Ohio.  They  have  one  daughter,  who  is  a student  at  St.  Mary’s 
Academy,  Columbus,  Ohio. 

F.  J.  King,  one  of  the  old  line  Democrats  of  northern  Ohio,  was 
born  on  a farm  in  Avon  Township,  Lorain  County,  Ohio,  July  19, 
1842.  After  passing  through  the  common  schools  he  completed  his 
education  at  Baldwin  College,  Berea,  Ohio,  and  then  taught  school  for 
some  time.  He  finally  embarked  in  the  grocery  business  and  has  been 
a business  man  practically  all  his  life. 

For  a period  of  nearly  forty  years  Mr.  King  was  actively  asso- 
ciated with  the  Democratic  Party  in  his  county  and  served  regularly 
as  a member  of  precinct,  county  and  executive  committees.  For  that 
length  of  time  also  he  attended  nearly  every  Democratic  county  and 
state  convention.  He  has  always  taken  the  deepest  interest  in  local 
affairs  and  was  four  times  mayor  of  the  city  of  Lorain. 

On  October  9,  1879,  F.  J.  King  married  Ellen  Lee  Conklin. 
His  parents  were  Henry  G.  and  Eliza  (Simmons)  King.  Mr.  King 
has  been  a successful  business  man  and  his  honorable  career  has  won 
him  the  respect  of  his  community. 

Hon.  Charles  W.  Kempel  is  not  only  one  of  the  most 
popular  Democrats  in  the  state  but  has  held  some  responsible  po- 
sitions and  in  every  one  of  them  has  proved  his  ability  as  a public 
official.  He  was  born  at  Akron,  Ohio,  May  22,  1863,  and  after 
graduating  from  the  parochial  school  attended  the  public  schools  of 
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his  native  city  for  a short  time.  At  fourteen  years  of  age  he  became 
an  errand  boy  in  a clothing  store  and  in  1891  established  himself  in 
the  advertising  business. 

Early  in  his  life  Mr.  Kempel  began  to  take  an  interest  in  poli- 
tics and  soon  became  prominent  in  Akron  where  he  has  always  re- 
sided. In  1897  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Legislature  from  Summit 
County  and  was  the  first  and  only  Democrat  ever  sent  to  the  General 
Assembly  from  that  county  with  the  exception  of  C.  N.  Russell  who 
was  elected  at  the  same  time  as  Mr.  Kempel.  In  1903  he  was 
elected  Mayor  of  Akron  for  a term  of  two  years,  but  owing  to  a 
change  in  the  charter  served  for  two  years  and  nine  months.  In 
1905  he  was  reelected  for  another  term  of  two  years  and  in  all  was 
Mayor  of  Akron  from  May  1903,  to  January  1908.  In  the  last 
named  year  he  was  elected  to  the  Seventy-eighth  General  Assembly 
of  Ohio,  and  served  through  the  years  of  1909  and  1910.  In 
January,  191 1,  he  was  elected  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
a position  which  he  still  retains.  Mr.  Kempel  has  been  twice  a mem- 
ber of  the  Democratic  State  Central  Committee  and  has  been  delegate 
to  nearly  every  state  convention  for  the  past  twenty  years. 

Judge  James  Lawrence  was  born  in  the  town  of  Washington, 
Guernsey  County,  Ohio,  January  15,  1851.  After  passing  through 
the  public  schools  he  entered  Kenyon  College  and  graduated  there- 
from in  1871.  He  then  took  up  the  study  of  law  and  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  in  1874.  In  that  year  he  moved  to  Cleveland  where  he 
has  since  resided,  and  was  actively  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession until  1 902.  In  1 883  he  was  nominated  for  Attorney-General 
of  Ohio  on  the  Democratic  ticket  and  was  elected.  He  was  Attor- 
ney-General when  George  Hoadly  was  Governor  and  was  the  last 
Democratic  Attorney-General  in  Ohio  from  1885  until  1910  when 
Timothy  S.  Hogan  was  elected.  In  1893  and  1894  he  was  Corpora- 
tion Counsel  of  the  city  of  Cleveland,  a position  corresponding  to  that 
of  the  present  city  solicitor.  In  1902  he  was  elected  Common  Pleas 
Judge  and  was  again  elected  in  1910. 
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HARRY  J.  Lawlor  was  born  at  Lima,  Ohio,  September  30,  1 883 
and  was  educated  at  St.  Rose  School,  Lima  High  School  and  the 
Brothers*  School  at  Dayton,  taking  a commercial  course  in  the  latter 
institution  while  still  quite  young.  After  leaving  school  he  was  engaged 
for  three  years  in  learning  the  tailoring  business.  He  then  spent 
two  and  one-half  years  in  the  East  in  several  commercial  enterprises 
after  which  he  returned  to  Lima  and  took  a position  as  traveling 
salesman.  After  a time  he  accepted  a position  in  the  City  En- 
gineer’s Office,  which  he  filled  until  1909,  when  he  resigned  to  ac- 
cept the  office  of  City  Clerk,  which  position  he  now  holds. 

Mr.  Lawlor  is  a staunch  Democrat,  as  was  his  father  before 
him.  He  has  been  a tireless  worker  during  campaigns  and  in  local 
and  county  politics  for  several  years  and  is  at  present  a member 
of  the  County  Committee  and  of  the  Central  Committee.  He  has 
been  a delegate  to  several  conventions,  has  a keen  insight  into  political 
issues  and  is  unusually  strong  in  his  party  for  so  young  a man.  He 
has  never  sought  an  appointment  in  the  county  or  state  but  is  well 
qualified  to  fill  any  position  to  which  he  might  aspire. 

Mr.  Lawlor’s  father,  whose  name  was  also  H.  J.  Lawlor, 
was  born  January  24,  1839  and  died  September  24,  1897,  at  the 
early  age  of  thirty-eight  years.  During  his  life  he  was  one  of  the 
most  active  and  conspicuous  Democrats  in  his  county  and  for  a num- 
ber of  years  represented  his  ward  in  the  city  council,  of  which  he 
served  as  President  for  a term.  He  wa?  a member  of  the  County 
Central  Committee  for  ten  years  and  in  1894  was  elected  State 
Senator,  but  failed  of  reelection  in  the  memorable  year  of  1896. 
His  parents  were  Samuel  and  Bridget  (Scully)  Lawlor.  Samuel 
Lawlor  was  a direct  descendant  of  Henry  Lawlor  of  Kildare,  Ire- 
land. Senator  H.  J.  Lawlor  was  married  in  1879  to  Mary,  daughter 
of  James  and  Kate  Griffon  of  Bucyrus,  Ohio.  Their  children  were 
Harry  J.  Lawlor,  subject  of  this  sketch,  and  Mrs.  T.  F.  Conroy 
of  Toledo,  Ohio.  Senator  Lawlor  was  a prominent  Fraternity  man 
and  was  a member  of  Lima  Lodge  No.  162  B.  P.  O.  E.,  Lodge  No. 
1,  A.  O.  H.,  and  Lodge  No.  201  Knights  of  St.  John.  Harry  J. 
Lawlor  is  a member  of  the  Elks  and  of  St.  Rose  Church  of  Lima. 
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E.  R.  Lash  was  born  in  Alexander  Township,  Athens  County, 
Ohio,  November  20,  1848. 

He  attended  (at  that  time  the  well  known  White  Hall)  country 
school  and  entered  Ohio  University  in  1 868. 

In  1871  he  went  into  the  drug  business  and  in  1873  bought  out 
John  Perkins  who  had  established  it  in  1 828.  As  that  was  almost  forty 
years  ago  it  makes  a record  of  continuous  business  that  few  have, 
where  the  firm  name  and  location  was  changed  but  once  in  over  eighty 
years.  Not  another  firm  in  the  city  has  been  in  business  for  forty 
years. 

Politically,  he  has  always  been  an  unswerving  Democrat,  has 
given  that  party  his  faithful  and  unfaltering  support  and  has  been 
a delegate  to  many  state  conventions. 

In  1881  he  was  a member  of  the  Democratic  State  Convention 
before  which  Judge  Thurman  presided  and  he  voted  for  the  nomina- 
tion of  John  W.  Bookwalter  for  Governor. 

He  has  been  active  at  County,  Senatorial  and  Congressional 
Conventions  and  in  1 894  was  nominated  for  Congress  in  the  Eleventh 
District  against  Gen.  Chas.  H.  Grosvenor. 

He  has  been  chairman  of  the  Democratic  Executive  Committee 
and  served  as  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Athens  State 
Hospital  for  Insane,  receiving  the  appointment  from  Governor  James 
E.  Campbell.  He  was  a candidate  for  Presidential  Elector  both  in 
1896  and  1900. 

Mr.  Lash  is  the  son  of  Jacob  Lash  who  was  born  in  1820  and 
died  in  1908  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight.  His  mother,  Susan  Mor- 
rison Lash,  died  in  1902  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine.  Pie  was  mar- 
ried to  Alice  Johns  of  Athens,  November  18th,  1875.  They  have 
two  children,  a son,  E.  R.  Lash,  Jr.,  born  October  30,  1876,  who  is 
a pharmacist,  being  a graduate  of  that  department  of  Ohio  Northern 
University,  at  Ada,  class  of  1903;  and  a daughter,  Mrs.  C.  S.  Wil- 
liams of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  who  was  born  August  10,  1882. 

Mr.  Lash  is  a York  Rite  Mason  being  a member  of  the  Blue 
Lodge,  Chapter,  Council  and  Commandery,  and  is  a Past  Thrice 
Illustrious  Master  of  the  Council  and  a Past  High  Priest  of  the 
Chapter. 
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JOHN  A.  Lincoln,  member  of  the  legal  firm  of  Lincoln  & 
McCloud,  the  leading  law  concern  of  Madison  County,  is  the  son 
of  Judge  George  Lincoln,  who  was  one  of  the  most  noted  jurists  in 
his  day  in  the  state  of  Ohio. 

George  Lincoln  was  born  in  Windham  County,  Conn.,  in  the 
year  of  1823,  and  like  all  boys  of  that  day  received  his  early  edu- 
cation in  the  district  school,  after  which  he  attended  the  Monson 
Academy  at  Monson,  Mass.  After  leaving  the  academy  he  taught 
school  for  three  years  in  Rhode  Island,  then  came  West  and  taught 
school  in  Ohio  and  Indiana,  studying  law  meanwhile.  He  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  of  Ohio  in  1854,  the  oath  being  administered  by 
that  celebrated  statesman  and  lawyer,  Allen  G.  Thurman. 

Mr.  Lincoln  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Marysville, 
Madison  County,  Ohio,  having  Cornelius  Hamilton  as  a partner. 
In  1860  he  moved  to  London  and  inside  of  two  years  had  become 
recognized  as  the  leading  lawyer  in  his  part  of  the  state  enjoying 
a wide  practice  and  great  popularity.  He  served  a term  as  Prosecut- 
ing Attorney  and  in  1879  was  elected  Common  Pleas  Judge  in  the 
Third  Sub-Division  of  the  Fifth  Judicial  District,  comprising  the 
counties  of  Franklin,  Madison  and  Pickaway.  He  was  the  first  law- 
yer in  Madison  County  to  receive  this  honor  which  was  fittingly 
bestowed,  for  during  his  term  upon  the  bench,  which  extended  until 
1890  he  made  a record  for  fairness,  cleanness  and  fearlessness  that 
placed  him  in  the  ranks  of  the  great  jurists  of  the  country.  He  was 
not  only  an  exceptionally  brilliant  lawyer,  but  a most  upright  judge. 
Gifted  with  a strong  physique  and  clear  mentality  he  was  unusually 
successful  as  an  advocate  and  his  deep  knowledge  of  human  nature 
made  him  a masterly  cross-examiner.  When  he  ascended  the  bench 
these  qualities  fortified  by  a wide  range  of  legal  knowledge  and  ability 
made  him  a great  jurist  and  his  unswerving  rectitude  and  conscien- 
tious regard  for  justice  combined  with  these  to  make  him  an  ideal 
judge.  He  added  dignity  to  the  profession  and  honor  to  the  bench. 
It  should  be  mentioned  that  he  was  the  first  judge  to  sit  in  the  new 
Court  House  at  London. 

Judge  Lincoln  took  a great  interest  in  public  affairs  and  was 
always  very  active  in  everything  concerning  the  welfare  of  his  county 
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or  the  state.  But  although  he  gave  much  of  his  time  to  politics 
and  public  duty  he  had  the  highest  regard  for  domestic  ties,  cherish- 
ing the  home  and  revering  the  sanctity  of  the  fireside.  He  was  a 
personal  friend  of  Abraham  Lincoln  and  was  on  visiting  terms  with 
the  great  emancipator.  His  grandfather  McMullen  lived  in  Spring- 
field,  Illinois,  and  in  the  50’s  his  father  and  mother,  while  visiting  there, 
met  Abraham  Lincoln.  On  being  introduced,  the  first  remark  of  Judge 
Lincoln’s  father  was  that  Abraham  Lincoln  stood  high  in  the  world. 
Abraham  Lincoln  invited  him  to  his  office  on  Sunday  afternoon  and 
during  their  conversation  asked  in  particular  about  a recent  decision 
of  Judge  Swan’s  involving  Fugitive  Slave  law,  a decision  which 
was  very  unpopular  with  his  party  at  that  time.  After  hearing 
the  explanation  Abraham  Lincoln  declared  that  Judge  Swan  was 
right.  At  the  time  of  that  interview  Lincoln  had  not  yet  become  a can- 
didate for  the  Presidency. 

Judge  George  Lincoln  lived  to  the  age  of  eighty,  full  of  honors 
and  enjoying  the  universal  homage  and  respect  of  those  among  whom 
he  had  lived  for  half  a century,  always  active,  useful  and  inspiring.  He 
died  May  22,  1903.  His  first  wife  was  Harriett  McMullen,  of  Lon- 
don, Ohio,  who  wras  the  mother  of  John  A.  Lincoln.  She  died  in  1 867. 
Later  he  married  Theodora  Annette  Phelps,  who  survives  him.  His 
remains  repose  in  Oak  Hill  Cemetery,  London,  Ohio.  Not  only  law- 
yers but  all  citizens  may  find  an  inspiration  in  the  story  of  the  life  of 
Judge  Lincoln,  who  was  honorable  in  politics,  distinguished  as  a law- 
yer and  revered  as  a judge. 

FRANK  O.  Levering. — The  old  Levering  homestead  near  the 
village  of  Levering,  Knox  County,  is  historic.  It  was  purchased  by 
the  grandfather  of  this  sketch  in  1811.  Frank  O.  Levering  was  born 
there. 

Judge  Frank  O.  Levering  comes  of  English  parentage.  The 
common  school  and  the  business  college  were  the  basis  of  his  edu- 
cational training.  Lessons  beyond  academic  halls  have  been  his 
and  how  well  he  has  learned  them  is  exemplified  in  his  successful  career. 
He  taught  country  school  in  his  early  career.  He  attended  East- 
man Business  College  at  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  and  graduated  there- 
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from  in  1883.  In  1890  he  went  to  Mt.  Vernon,  studied  law  and 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1892,  since  which  time  he  has  most  suc- 
cessfully practiced  his  profession. 

He  became  a member  of  the  board  of  elections  in  1893,  and 
was  twice  re-appointed.  He  was  elected  Probate  Judge  of  Knox 
County  in  1896,  and  was  a delegate  to  the  Democratic  National 
Convention  in  1900,  for  the  Fourteenth  Congressional  District.  He 
has  served  as  member  of  the  Democratic  Central  Committee  of  Knox 
County  for  fifteen  years,  and  has  been  a delegate  to  many  Democratic 
State  and  District  Conventions.  Judge  Levering’s  father  was  the 
Hon.  J.  C.  Levering,  who  served  as  a member  of  the  State  Board 
of  Agriculture  from  1881  to  1886,  and  who  during  the  last  year  of 
his  service  was  its  president.  He  served  also  as  county  commissioner, 
and  in  1 886  was  the  Democratic  candidate  for  Congress  in  what  is  now 
the  Fourteenth  District. 

He  is  one  of  the  few  surviving  Charter  Members  of  Knights  of 
Pythias  Lodge  No.  104,  established  in  1876,  of  which  he  was  the 
first  Chancellor  Commander.  In  1 878  he  was  a member  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  and  has  attended  many  sessions  of  that  body  and  acted  in  the 
capacity  of  Deputy  of  the  County  for  over  23  years. 

He  has  a store  of  political  reminiscences  and  anecdotes  of  the 
old  political  leaders  throughout  the  state  and  nation,  for  he  was 
affiliated  with  a party  at  the  time  and  in  the  place,  against  the  over- 
whelming Republican  majority  of  which,  it  took  nerve  indeed  to  be 

a DEMOCRAT. 

Judge  Christian  Langhorst  was  born  in  New  Bremen,  Ohio, 
November  9,  1838,  and  was  educated  in  the  local  schools  and  the 
Piqua  High  School.  In  his  business  career  he  held  several  important 
and  responsible  position.  He  was  Secretary  of  the  New  Bremen 
Foundry  and  Machine  Company  for  some  years  and  subsequently 
was  head  bookkeeper  for  the  Wapakoneta  Wheel  Company.  Leav- 
ing Wapakoneta  he  returned  to  New  Bremen  and  conducted  the 
“French  House”  for  several  years. 

From  his  early  manhood  Judge  Langhorst  was  identified  with 
the  Democratic  Party,  being  an  able  and  sincere  advocate  of  the 
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principles  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  and  an  ardent  worker  for  the  best 
interests  of  the  Party  on  all  occasions.  Me  was  Mayor  of  New  Brem- 
en for  two  terms  and  resigned  from  that  office  to  serve  as  Deputy 
under  the  late  J.  J.  Walter,  Probate  Judge.  He  also  served  as 
Deputy  under  Judge  C.  A.  Stueve,  and  served  as  United  States 
Deputy  Marshal  for  several  years. 

In  the  Fall  of  1909  Mr.  Langhorst  was  elected  Probate  judge 
for  Auglaize  County,  running  away  ahead  of  his  ticket.  He  was  one 
of  the  most  careful,  efficient  and  popular  judges  that  ever  sat  on  the 
Probate  Bench  in  Auglaize  County  and  was  universally  revered 
for  his  kindly  and  charitable  disposition.  In  the  prime  of  life  and 
in  the  midst  of  a useful  career  he  was  stricken  with  apoplexy  and  died 
December  30,  1910. 

His  wife,  whose  name  was  Mary  Hemming  of  Hancock  County, 
and  nine  children,  survive  him.  There  are  two  sons  and  seven  daugh- 
ters. Oscar,  the  eldest  son,  was  assistant  to  his  father  as  deputy 
in  the  Probate  Court,  and  still  retains  that  position,  for  which  he  is 
admirably  qualified. 

Judge  Langhorst  was  widely  known,  not  only  as  a Democrat 
but  as  a business  man  and  public  official.  He  made  friends  wherever 
he  iwent  by  his  personality  and  pleasing  manners  and  retained  them 
by  his  integrity  and  honorable  dealings. 

John  L.  Larkin,  son  of  John  Wesley  and  Rachel  (Hull) 
Larkin,  was  born  at  Neville,  Clermont  County,  Ohio,  January 
17,  1857.  He  received  a public  school  education  and  has  been  en- 
gaged in  the  occupation  of  farming  all  his  life. 

Mr.  Larkin  is  one  of  the  best  known  Democrats  in  southern 
Ohio  and  holds  , the  unlimited  confidence  of  the  Democrats  of  Cler- 
mont County.  He  served  as  township  trustee  for  Washington  Town- 
ship for  six  years,  was  deputy  clerk  nine  years,  deputy  auditor  three 
years  and  was  elected  County  Auditor  in  1908  and  again  in  1910. 

On  January  27,  1879,  John  L.  Larkin  married  Kate  Lenson. 
Mr.  Larkin  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity  and  the  I.  O.  O.  f . 
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Hon.  Erastus  G.  Lloyd. — There  are  few,  if  any,  names 
belter  known  in  central  Ohio  than  that  of  Hon.  Erastus  G.  Lloyd, 
State  Senator  from  the  Tenth  Senatorial  District,  and  a prominent  law- 
yer of  Columbus.  He  was  born  at  Portsmouth,  Ohio,  November  12, 
1876,  and  is  the  son  of  G.  W.  and  Sarah  M.  Lloyd.  After  passing 
through  the  public  schools  he  entered  Otterbein  University,  Wester- 
ville, Ohio,  and  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  A.  B.  in  the  class 
of  1898.  He  then  took  the  law  course  at  Ohio  State  University, 
graduated  in  1901,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  the  same  year,  and  has  been 
actively  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Columbus  since  his 
admission. 

Senator  Lloyd  has  behind  him  a clear  Democratic  record  in- 
cluding much  valuable  service  to  the  party.  He  has  been  a member 
of  the  county  central  committee,  a delegate  to  different  county  conven- 
tions and  was  a delegate  to  the  Democratic  State  Convention  at  Day- 
ton  in  1910  that  nominated  Judson  Harmon  for  Governor.  In  1912 
he  was  nominated  for  State  Senator  by  the  Democratic  Party  of  the 
Tenth  Senatorial  District  and  was  elected  on  November  5th  of  that 
year. 

On  May  18th,  1903,  Erastus  G.  Lloyd  married  Eva  E.  Ranck. 
Senator  Lloyd  is  a member  of  the  Odd  Fellows,  the  Knights  of  Pyth- 
ias and  the  Elks. 

PERCY  F.  Lantz  was  born  in  New  Washington,  Crawford 
County,  Ohio,  February  9th,  1878,  and  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  place,  which  he  attended  until  he  was  sixteen  years 
of  age.  After  leaving  school  he  was  engaged  in  clerical  work  for  two 
years  when  he  took  a position  on  the  New  Washington  Herald 
and  subsequently  bought  out  the  paper  in  September,  1899.  The 
New  Washington  Herald,  edited  and  published  by  Percy  F.  Lantz, 
is  a weekly  Democratic  paper,  ably  conducted  and  whose  pages  are 
freely  given  to  the  support  of  Democracy.  Mr.  Lantz  has  never 
aspired  to  office  but  has  served  as  member  of  committees  and  is  ever 
ready  to  do  his  utmost  for  the  benefit  of  the  Party. 
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Hon.  John  J.  Lentz  is  in  some  ways  the  most  notable  Demo- 
crat now  living  in  Ohio.  He  has  not  attained  to  the  highest  office  in 
the  state,  but  has  been  a member  of  Congress  and  has  taken  so  active  a 
part  in  Democratic  politics  that  he  is  known  all  over  the  state  and 
has  acquired  the  reputation  of  being  an  almost  unrivalled  orator.  He 
was  born  in  Belmont  County,  Ohio,  January  27,  1856,  and  was  edu- 
cated at  several  notable  institutions  of  learning.  First,  he  graduated 
from  the  Normal  University,  Lebanon,  Ohio,  in  1877,  then  attended 
the  Wooster  (Ohio)  University  for  a year,  after  which  he  entered 
the  University  of  Michigan  and  was  graduated  therefrom  in  1 882.  He 
completed  his  studies  at  Columbia  College  and  was  graduated  with 
the  degree  of  LL.  B.  in  1883.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at 
Columbus,  Ohio,  the  same  year,  and  has  always  practiced  in  that 
city. 

In  1896  Jno.  Lentz  was  appointed  a Trustee  of  Ohio  Univer- 
sity by  Governor  McKinley,  and  in  that  year  also  he  was  elected 
National  President  of  the  American  Insurance  Union.  In  the  Na- 
tional Campaign  of  1896  he  stumped  the  state  for  William  J. 
Bryan,  and  has  ever  since  been  a warm  friend  of  the  Great  Commoner. 
In  1897  he  was  elected  to  Congress  from  the  Twelfth  District,  and 
attracted  national  attention  by  some  of  his  speeches  in  the  House,  es- 
pecially those  delivered  in  favor  of  armed  intervention  in  Cuba,  just 
prior  to  the  Spanish-American  War.  At  the  expiration  of  his  first 
term  in  Congress  he  was  reelected  and  served  four  years  in  all,  from 
1898  to  1901,  inclusive.  Since  that  time  he  has  not  held  any  public 
office  but  his  name  has  frequently  been  mentioned,  particularly  as  a 
candidate  for  Congress  and  as  United  States  Senator.  He  is  the 
head  of  the  legal  firm  of  Lentz,  Karns,  Lenton  and  Hengst,  of 
Columbus,  Ohio. 

Edward  A.  Lockwood  was  born  at  Madison,  Indiana,  January 
19,  1855,  but  came  to  Clermont  County,  Ohio,  with  his  parents  at  the 
age  of  seven.  After  passing  through  the  common  schools  he  was  pre- 
pared for  college  at  Parker’s  Academy  and  then  entered  Butler’s  Uni- 
versity, Indianapolis,  Indiana.  After  completing  his  university  course 
he  was  engaged  in  teaching  for  eight  years,  finally  becoming  superin- 


. 

; 

cn  i 


■ 

; 


< 


242 


THE  DEMOCRATIC  PARTY  OF  OHIO 


tendent  of  schools  at  Bethel,  Ohio.  On  June  1,  1885,  he  became 
editor  of  the  Clermont  Suri , published  at  Batavia,  Ohio,  and  was 
editor  of  that  bright  newspaper  until  April,  1902,  when  he  became 
business  manager,  which  position  he  still  occupies.  The  Clermont  Sun 
was  established  at  Bethel,  Ohio,  by  Samuel  Medary,  who  was  a great- 
uncle  of  Mr.  Lockwood.  Samuel  Medary  was  one  of  the  most  prom- 
inent of  the  old  time  Democrats  of  this  state  and  was  Territorial  Gov- 
ernor of  Kansas  under  President  Buchanan.  The  Clermont  Sun  has 
always  been  Democratic  and  has  done  much  to  keep  Clermont  County 
in  that  political  faith. 

Mr.  Lockwood  has  long  been  identified  actively  with  Demo- 
cratic politics  in  Clermont  County  and  has  served  on  both  the  county 
and  central  committee,  serving  as  chairman  of  the  central  committee 
many  times.  He  has  been  a delegate  to  many  conventions,  notably 
the  Democratic  State  Convention  of  1887  at  Cleveland  which  nomi- 
nated Thomas  E.  Powell  for  Governor  and  the  convention  of  1 889  at 
Dayton  which  nominated  James  E.  Campbell.  He  was  also  delegate 
to  the  National  Democratic  Convention  at  St.  Louis  in  1888  which 
gave  Cleveland  his  second  nomination. 

Mr.  Lockwood’s  parents  were  James  and  Elizabeth  Lockwood. 
In  September,  1879,  he  married  Susan  J.  Porter,  who  died  in  1895. 
In  August,  1902,  he  married  Josephine  Zimmer.  Mr.  Lockwood  is  a 
member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  is  one  of  the  best  known  news- 
paper men  of  the  state  as  well  as  a prominent  and  enthusiastic 
Democrat. 

W.  D.  LoUDENBACK  was  born  in  Mad  River  Township,  Cham- 
paign County,  Ohio,  December  1 1,  1878,  and  attended  the  common 
and  high  schools  of  the  county  until  seventeen  years  of  age  when  he 
turned  to  farming  and  was  so  engaged  until  1901.  In  that  year  he 
embarked  in  the  mercantile  business,  conducting  a general  store  at  Ma- 
grew  until  1906  when  he  returned  to  farming.  Recently  he  took  a 
course  of  study  to  prepare  himself  for  the  Civil  Service. 

Mr.  Loudenback  is  one  of  the  active  Democrats  of  Champaign 
County  and  is  a well-known  figure  at  county,  state  and  congressional 
conventions.  He  is  at  present  a member  of  the  Central  Committee. 
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He  is  an  able  organizer,  an  efficient  committeeman  and  a hard  worker 
during  campaigns.  He  comes  of  good  old  Democratic  stock,  both  his 
father  and  grandfather  before  him  having  been  Democrats  of  the  old 
school.  Mr.  Loudenback  has  never  sought  political  favors  but  is 
worthy  of  any  position  to  which  he  might  aspire.  He  is  upright  and 
honest  and  is  highly  respected  by  all  who  know  him.  Socially  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 

On  December  24,  1898,  W.  D.  Loudenback  married  Daisy, 
daughter  of  William  H.  and  Clara  Adlard  of  Champaign  County. 
They  have  one  son,  Donald  A.  Loudenback,  born  April  15,  1900. 
Mr.  Loudenback’s  father  is  David  Loudenback,  who  is  a native  of 
Champaign  County  and  of  German  ancestry.  He  was  born  in  1844 
and  has  always  been  a staunch  Democrat.  He  still  takes  a keen  inter- 
est in  the  success  of  the  Party.  His  wife,  Rowena  Loudenback,  was 
born  in  1841  and  died  in  1901.  Their  living  children  are  Edgar  C. 
Loudenback,  Edna,  now  Mrs.  Walter  Albin  of  Fremont  City,  and 
Wilbur  D.  Loudenback. 

Hon.  George  S.  Long  was  born  at  Troy,  Ohio,  February  22, 
1856.  His  parents  were  Jacob  F.  and  Mary  (Greminger)  Long. 
They  came  to  America  from  Wurtemberg,  Germany,  and  settled  at 
Troy,  Ohio,  in  1854.  There  George  S.  Long  attended  the  public 
schools  and  graduated  from  the  high  school  in  1874.  After  leaving 
the  high  school  he  taught  in  the  city  of  Troy  for  one  year  and  the  i 
entered  Dartmouth  College,  from  which  he  graduated  in  the  class 
1879.  After  his  graduation  he  taught  in  the  high  school  at  Ports- 
mouth, Ohio,  until  1883,  when  he  commenced  the  study  of  law  at 
Troy  under  Theodore  Sullivan,  who  afterward  became  Common 
Pleas  and  Circuit  Judge  in  the  Second  Circuit.  Mr.  Long  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  1 884. 

Mr.  Long  has  been  an  active  Democratic  worker  for  a quarter  of 
a century  and  is  one  of  the  most  warmly  esteemed  men  in  the  stale.  In 
addition  to  the  high  public  offices  which  he  has  filled  with  ability  he 
has  done  a great  deal  of  committee  work  and  was  chairman  of  the 
Democratic  State  Executive  Committee  in  1900,  and  of  the  Demo- 
cratic State  Convention  at  Toledo  in  June,  1912.  From  1 886  to  1888 
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he  was  Mayor  of  the  city  of  Troy  and  later  was  chosen  as  a member 
of  the  School  Board.  He  was  also  appointed  a member  of  the  City 
Improvement  Board,  under  which  the  manufacturing  interests  of  Troy 
were  developed  so  that  it  took  rank  in  the  chain  of  industrial  cities  of 
the  Miami  Valley.  In  1 895  he  was  the  Democratic  nominee  for  State 
Senator  from  the  Twelfth  Senatorial  District  composed  of  Darke, 
Shelby  and  Miami  Counties,  but  was  defeated.  In  1897  his  party 
renominated  him  and  he  was  elected.  At  the  expiration  of  his  first 
term  he  was  again  nominated  and  elected  in  1899.  In  1909  he  be- 
came secretary  to  Governor  Harmon  on  the  latter’s  inauguration  and 
acted  in  that  capacity  throughout  Governor  Harmon’s  entire  adminis- 
tration of  four  years. 

On  June  2,  1887,  George  S.  Long  married  Lina  Weller  of  Troy, 
Ohio,  a son,  Frederick  Weller  Long,  being  the  issue  of  that  marriage. 

Fred  Lange  was  born  at  Heithofen,  Hanover,  Germany,  and 
came  to  Cleveland  in  1 880.  He  is  an  expert  cigar  maker  and  worked 
at  his  trade  until  1 894  when  he  became  Inspector  and  Department  Col- 
lector of  Customs.  This  position  he  filled  until  1898  when  he  em- 
barked in  the  coffee  and  tea  business.  He  soon  returned  to  the  cigar 
trade,  however,  as  manager  of  a cigar  shop  and  selling  goods.  He  was 
nominated  on  the  Democratic  ticket  for  Clerk  of  Police  Court  of 
Cleveland  in  1900,  and  although  he  was  defeated  he  led  his  ticket 
and  was  the  only  Democratic  candidate  who  carried  one  ward.  He 
was  business  agent  for  the  Cigar  Makers’  Union  from  1907  to  1909 
and  in  the  latter  year  was  appointed  Superintendent  of  the  Free  Pub- 
lic Employment  Office  at  Cleveland.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers 
of  the  Union  Labor  Democratic  League  and  has  been  President  of  that 
body.  Mr.  Lange  is  always  in  demand  as  a public  speaker  for  the 
Democratic  Party,  particularly  before  labor  meetings.  He  made  a 
phenomenal  record  as  Superintendent  of  the  Public  Employment  Office 
in  Cleveland,  increasing  the  number  of  situations  secured  by  108%, 
although  he  was  compelled  to  operate  with  a smaller  apportionment 
than  had  been  allowed  to  his  predecessors.  He  is  now  Superintendent 
of  Labor  Statistics,  having  been  appointed  to  that  office  by  Governor 
Harmon  in  191  1 . 
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Val  Lee  was  born  at  Castine,  Darke  County,  Ohio,  Decem- 
ber 29,  1864,  and  is  theson  of  Thomas  and  Emma  Lee.  He 
received  his  early  education  in  that  county,  his  family  moving  to  Ar- 
canum, Ohio,  to  engage  in  the  hotel  business,  he  acting  as  clerk 
for  his  father,  until  his  marriage  in  1890  to  Miss  Jennie  Francis, 
of  that  city,  after  which  they  moved  to  Sidney  where  he  was  engaged 
in  business  for  a number  of  years,  and  is  at  the  present  time  interested 
in  a number  of  leading  factories  of  that  city.  Mr.  Lee  has  always 
been  an  active  Democrat  and  a successful  political  worker;  he  served 
four  years  on  the  City  Council  of  Sidney,  Ohio,  and  was  President 
of  that  body  for  two  years;  he  has  been  a delegate  many  times  to  Con- 
gressional, Senatorial,  Judicial  and  State  Conventions;  he  has  served  for 
years  on  Central  and  Executive  Committees  and  is  chairman  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  at  this  time;  he  is  an  organizer  of  exceptional  ability, 
and  stands  high  in  the  confidence  of  his  party,  as  indicated  by  the  fact 
that  he  has  served  three  times  as  a member  of  the  State  Central  Com- 
mittee. In  1906,  under  Governor  Pattison’s  administration,  he  was 
appointed  Assistant  Fire  Marshal  by  D.  S.  Creamer,  and  served  two 
years,  and  was  reappointed  by  Fire  Marshal  John  W.  Zuber,  under 
whom  he  served  as  second  deputy  for  two  years,  or  until  June,  1911, 
when  he  was  appointed  Chief  Assistant,  which  position  he  now  holds. 

Judge  John  C.  Hutchins  was  born  at  Warren,  Ohio,  in 
the  year  1840.  His  father,  John  Hutchins,  was  a member  of  Con- 
gress, and  both  Judge  Hutchins  and  his  father  were  Republicans 
until  1872,  when,  becoming  dissatisfied  with  the  Grant  administration, 
and  the  general  attitude  of  the  Republican  Party  on  the  tariff  ques- 
tion they  joined  the  Democratic  Party,  of  which  Judge  Hutchins 
has  since  been  a valued  member. 

Judge  Hutchins  graduated  from  Oberlin  College  and  the  Al- 
bany Law  School  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1866.  He  prac- 
ticed in  Youngstown  for  one  year  and  settled  in  Cleveland  in  1868. 
In  1877  he  was  elected  Prosecuting  Attorney  on  the  Democratic 
ticket  and  was  the  first  Democrat  ever  elected  to  that  office  in  Cuya- 
hoga County.  In  1880  his  party  placed  him  in  nomination  for  Con- 
gress, but  he  failed  of  election.  In  1883  he  was  elected  Judge  of 
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Municipal  Courts  and  at  the  expiration  of  his  first  term  was  re-elected. 
In  1892  he  was  elected  Judge  of  the  Common  Pleas  Court,  but  re- 
signed in  1895  to  accept  the  position  of  Post  Master  at  Cleveland, 
which  had  been  tendered  him  by  President  Cleveland  without  any 
solicitation  or  effort  on  his  part.  He  served  four  years  as  Post  Mas- 
ter and  then  returned  to  the  practice  of  his  profession,  in  which  he 
has  since  been  engaged.  In  1873  Judge  Hutchins  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Education  and  served  for  one  term.  He 
was  a member  of  the  Library  Board  for  fourteen  years  and  was 
president  of  the  Board  for  eight  years. 

Marion  Huffman,  of  Bellaire,  is  one  of  the  most  ardent  Dem- 
ocrats in  Eastern  Ohio,  one  who  has  been  a tireless  worker  for  De- 
mocracy and  one  who  is  known  and  highly  respected  by  Democrats 
all  over  the  state.  He  was  born  in  Bellaire,  September  12,  1855, 
and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Poultney  Township  and  at 
Mt.  Union  College.  He  then  took  up  the  study  of  pharmacy  and 
has  been  engaged  in  the  drug  business  for  thirty-three  years. 

Mr.  Huffman  has  always  been  a Democrat  and  has  never  wearied 
of  working  earnestly  and  successfully  for  his  party  and  its  principles. 
He  cast  his  first  presidential  vote  for  Samuel  J.  Tilden;  he  attended 
nearly  every  congressional  convention  in  his  district  from  the  time  he 
was  of  age  until  the  elimination  of  that  method  of  choosing  Congress- 
men; he  has  been  delegate  to  eight  state  conventions;  has  served 
many  times  on  the  County  Central  Committee  and  has  been  President 
of  the  Central  Organization  of  the  National  Democratic  Club  in 
Belmont  County  since  1880.  Belmont  is  different  from  other  coun- 
ties of  the  state  in  having  an  organization  of  this  kind.  He  has  also 
been  a delegate  many  times  to  district  and  county  conventions,  has 
served  on  the  Board  of  Education  and  on  the  city  council  of  Bellaire. 
He  has  devoted  a great  deal  of  time  and  money  to  advance  the  in- 
terests of  Democracy  and  his  services  and  worth  are  highly  appreciated 
by  the  party.  In  1899  he  was  the  Democratic  candidate  from  Bel- 
mont County  for  the  State  Legislature  and  in  1 900  was  nominated  for 
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Member  of  Congress  from  the  Sixteenth  District  which  is  heavily 
Republican.  He  had  the  gratification,  however,  of  polling  the  largest 
vote  on  his  ticket. 

There  is  no  warmer  friend  of  labor  in  the  United  States  than 
Mr.  Huffman.  He  is  the  friend  of  the  workingman  and  has  made 
great  endeavors  to  improve  industrial  conditions.  He  has  given  much 
thought  to  the  subject  of  industrial  peace  and  has  written  and  lectured 
on  this  subject.  On  Labor  Day  in  1900  he  delivered  a statesman- 
like address  in  Steubenville,  Ohio,  on  the  labor  question,  and  on  May 
5,  1912,  delivered  another  address  on  corporations.  These  two  ad- 
dresses taken  together  constitute  one  of  the  finest  expositions  of  the 
industrial  question  to  be  found  anywhere. 

The  industrial  question  is  one  to  which  Mr.  Huffman  has  given 
long  and  earnest  study.  While  editor  of  the  Bellaire  Democrat 
he  wrote  an  editorial  in  1 884  on  mining  and  revenue  which  was  copied 
by  newspapers  all  over  the  state.  He  has  become  a recognized 
authority  on  industrial  questions,  and  things  which  he  has  said  and  writ- 
ten have  become  part  of  the  National  Democratic  platform. 

In  1898  Mr.  Huffman  was  instrumental  in  securing  a piece  of 
legislation  which  benefited  druggists  all  over  the  country.  When 
the  Spanish  War  broke  out  the  government  put  a stamp  tax  upon 
patent  medicines  as  well  as  commercial  paper  and  other  things.  This 
act  required  that  druggists  should  pay  a stamp  tax  as  soon  as  goods 
went  into  stock.  Mr.  Huffman  took  the  matter  up  with  Congressman 
Danford  who  interested  Senator  Turpey  in  the  question  with  the  result 
that  the  law  was  changed  and  druggists  permitted  to  pay  for  stamps 
according  as  the  goods  were  sold. 

Mr.  Huffman  was  married  in  1882  to  Stella  B.  Langrehr;  to 
them  were  born  two  sons  and  one  daughter.  The  eldest  son,  Anson 
T.,  aged  twenty-eight,  is  the  junior  member  of  the  drug  firm  of  M. 
Huffman  & Son,  Bellaire,  Ohio.  The  second  son,  Franz  J.  died  in 
1909  in  his  sixteenth  year.  The  youngest  child,  L.  Roberta  C.,  was 
born  at  his  country  residence  on  ginseng  and  fruit  farm,  Poultney 
Township,  Belmont  County,  in  1905. 

The  entire  family  are  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church.  Mr. 
Huffman  is  a descendant  of  a pioneer  family  of  Eastern  Ohio.  His 
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grandfather  the  Rev.  Joseph  Huffman  purchased  land  in  Belmont 
County  in  Mead  Township  from  the  United  States  government  and 
established  one  of  the  first  fruit  nurseries  in  that  section.  He  was 
an  aggressive  farmer  and,  as  a regular  ordained  minister  of  the  M. 
E.  Church,  preached  the  gospel  without  compensation.  His  father, 
John  B.  Huffman,  was  also  an  aggressive  farmer  of  Poultney  Town- 
ship, Belmont  County;  he  was  a distinguished  orator  and  a local  preach- 
er in  the  M.  E.  Church.  His  most  noted  effort  was  delivered  in  a 
Democratic  State  Convention  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  in  exposing  “Know- 
nothingism.”  His  promising  career  was  cut  short  by  death  in  1856, 
when  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  thirteen  months  old.  The  most 
distinguished  persons  of  the  family  were  Gen.  Winfield  Scott  and  Gen. 
George  B.  Custer,  the  latter  through  his  mother,  she  being  a Cum- 
mings-Custer. 

SEYMOUR  O.  Manchester  was  born  in  Goshen  Township, 
Mahoning  County,  September  24,  1862.  He  was  educated  in  the 
district  schools  and  the  Northeastern  Ohio  Normal  University  at  Can- 
field.  He  attended  the  Normal  University  for  two  years  and  grad- 
uated in  1884.  He  taught  school  in  the  winter  and  attended  college 
in  the  fall  and  spring  terms.  He  gave  up  teaching  to  enter  the  hard- 
ware business  at  Niles,  Ohio,  and  is  still  engaged  in  that  enterprise. 

Mr.  Manchester  is  known  throughout  Trumbull  County  as  a con- 
sistent and  uncompromising  Democrat  who  has  always  voted  the 
straight  Democratic  ticket.  He  has  served  as  councilman  for  one 
term,  was  twice  candidate  for  County  Surveyor  and  has  been  a mem- 
ber of  the  Central  Committee.  A man  of  character  and  high  standing 
he  is  an  influential  campaign  worker. 

Mr.  Manchester’s  parents  were  Robert  A.  and  Anna  E.  Man- 
chester. On  August  20,  1889,  Seymour  O.  Manchester  married 
Mary  E.  Blocksom.  He  is  a member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and 
the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America. 
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CLAUDE  Meeker,  journalist,  diplomat,  and  today  a force  in 
the  business  and  social  life  of  the  city  wherein  he  resides,  is  a native 
of  Columbus.  The  Capital  city  of  Ohio  was  the  birth  place  of  his 
father,  the  late  George  \V.  Meeker,  who  was  born  in  South  High 
street  just  opposite  where  the  court  house  now  stands.  His  mother, 
Harriett  (Hatch)  Meeker  was  also  a native  of  Franklin  county.  Her 
birth  place  was  at  Westerville.  She  came  of  New  England  stock. 
She  was  a woman  of  rare  strength  of  character  and  refinement.  George 
W.  Meeker,  the  father  of  Claude,  was  a born  fighter — always  on  the 
aggressive.  He  held  positions  of  honor  and  trust  and  ever  discharged 
their  duties  with  an  exactness  and  a fidelity  that  gained  him  the  golden 
opinions  of  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact.  He  died  in  1891  an 
honored  and  revered  citizen  and  resident  of  Franklin  county.  An- 
other living  son  of  George  W.  and  Harriett  (Hatch)  Meeker  is 
Garry  W.  Meeker,  well  known  in  business  circles  in  Columbus  and 
throughout  the  state. 

Claude  Meeker  was  born  in  Columbus  December  29th,  1861. 
His  rudimentary  education  was  received  in  the  public  schools  of  Col- 
lumbus.  His  father  having  been  made  Land  Commissioner  for  the 
Midland  Pacific  Ry.  Co.,  removed  to  Nebraska  City,  where  for 
some  years^he  was  stationed,  and  it  was  in  Nebraska  City  College, 
afterward  the  University  of  Nebraska,  that  Claude  Meeker  received 
three  years  of  Collegiate  training. 

The  family  returning  to  Columbus,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  at 
the  age  of  18  years,  entered  the  newspaper  field,  for  which,  by  train- 
ing and  by  nature,  he  had  remarkable  adaptability.  He  first  attracted 
attention  as  a promising  all-round  news  writer  on  the  staff  of  the  Co- 
lumbus Daily  Democrat  of  which  Allen  O’Myers  was  proprietor  and 
editor.  After  employment  on  other  Columbus  papers  he  went  to  Cin- 
cinnati, where  he  became  a member  of  the  staff  of  the  Enquirer  in 
1882.  His  experience  was  like  that  of  many  another  newspaper 
worker  and  it  was  not  long  after  he  had  been  “tried  out”  on  “general 
assignments”  and  the  various  “routes”  that  his  bent  and  inclination 
were  discovered.  His  specialty  was  political  writing  and  for  a period 
of  years  he  was  legislative  correspondent  for  the  Enquirer  at  Colum- 
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bus  and  a “Free  Lance”  on  political  affairs  throughout  the  state.  He 
was  often  called  upon  to  accompany  candidates  in  trying  and  critical 
campaigns  and  it  was  in  this  way  that  he  formed  an  intimate  ac- 
quaintance with  Congressman  James  E.  Campbell,  who  as  Governor 
appointed  Mr.  Meeker  his  secretary. 

It  would  be  almost  superfluous  to  say  that  Claude  Meeker  as  a 
newspaper  correspondent  won  the  highest  possible  regard  of  every 
public  man  with  whom  he  came  in  contact.  Bred  a gentleman  and 
always  fair,  he  had  at  the  same  time  a most  happy  faculty  of  detecting 
shams  and  penetrating  frauds.  Of  kindly  and  generous  disposition, 
when  occasion  warranted,  he  became  the  master  of  ridicule  and  of 
stinging  sarcasm.  Always  regardful  of  the  ethics  of  his  profession,  he 
never  betrayed  a confidence — a trait  vital  to  the  success  of  any  man 
in  a journalistic  career. 

It  was  in  a measure  due  to  the  masterful  work  of  Claude  Meeker 
in  the  columns  of  the  Enquirer  that  attention  was  called  to  the  availa- 
bility of  James  E.  Campbell  as  a candidate  for  Governor  at  the  hands 
of  the  Democratic  party  of  Ohio.  Mr.  Meeker  became  acquainted 
with  Campbell  during  the  latter’s  second  campaign  for  Congress  in 
1884  when  the  “Butler  Pony”  was  the  nominee  in  a district  that  was 
strongly  Republican,  and  won  by  a plurality  of  41 2 over  the  late  Henry 
L.  Morey.  He  was  with  Campbell  when  the  latter  defeated  Gen. 
John  E.  Little  in  the  Seventh  district  in  1886  by  a plurality  of  two 
votes.  The  Seventh  was  a strongly  Republican  district  and  Camp- 
bell’s genius  and  versatility  as  a campaigner  contributed  to  his  nomi- 
nation for  Governor  in  1889.  In  his  first  campaign  for  congress  in 
1882,  Campbell  defeated  Morey  by  a plurality  of  41  votes.  Mr. 
Meeker  was  detailed  by  the  Enquirer  to  accompany  Candidate 
Campbell  during  his  entire  gubernatorial  campaign  as  he  had  two 
years  before  accompanied  Gen.  Thomas  E.  Powell  when  he  was 
the  Standard  bearer.  Mr.  Meeker’s  graphic  account  of  the  Camp- 
bell meetings  in  that  historic  campaign  against  J.  B.  Foraker  helped 
work  the  Democratic  rank  and  file  up  to  a point  of  enthusiasm  never 
before  known  in  the  state. 
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Upon  the  election  of  Campbell  as  Governor  he  recognized  the 
work  and  worth  of  Claude  Meeker  by  making  him  “Secretary  to  The 
Governor,”  always  considered  one  of  the  highest  posts  of  honor  in 
the  state,  and  often  graced  by  men  of  distinguished  ability.  It  is 
needless  to  say  that  Mr.  Meeker  measured  up  to  the  highest  standard. 
With  a natural  facility  for  meeting  men,  and  transacting  the  most 
delicate  business;  with  a tact  that  made  every  one  who  entered  the 
Governor’s  office  feel  as  though  he  was  a welcome  guest;  with  a 
manner  so  Democratic  as  to  please  the  humblest,  and  a courteous  re- 
serve that  baffled  the  insolent  and  the  importunate,  he  has  had  few  if 
any  equals  in  that  trying  capacity. 

It  is  not  to  be  wondered,  that  with  all  his  previous  achievements 
to  his  credit,  that  Claude  Meeker’s  appointment  as  consul  to  that 
important  commercial  center,  Bradford,  England,  should  have  been 
sent  to  the  United  States  Senate  by  President  Grover  Cleveland  in 
1893  in  the  first  list  of  names  selected  for  consular  and  diplomatic 
honors.  In  this  list  were  the  names  of  Thomas  F.  Bayard,  Embas- 
sador to  England;  Gen.  Patrick  H.  Collins,  of  Boston,  Consul  Gen- 
eral to  London;  and  James  E.  Neal,  of  Ohio,  Consul  General  to 
Liverpool.  After  faithful  and  beneficial  service  of  four  years  as 
consul  Mr.  Meeker  returned  to  Columbus  and  established  himself 
in  his  present  business  as  a broker  and  dealer  in  investment  securities. 

Claude  Meeker  prides  himself  upon  his  strict  and  undeviating 
adhesion  to  the  cardinal  principles  of  the  Democratic  party.  Ground- 
ed in  the  teachings  of  Jefferson  and  Jackson,  and  their  illustrious  suc- 
cessors, he  stands  steadfast  in  the  faith  that  the  tenets  of  his  party 
must  ultimately  prevail  in  their  fullest  application. 

In  1891  Mr.  Meeker  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Parks  of  Ham- 
ilton, Ohio.  Their  union  has  proved  a most  happy  one.  They  have 
three  children,  Marjorie,  16,  Campbell,  15,  Marion,  14.  Mr. 
Meeker  is  a member  of  the  Elks,  of  the  Columbus  Club,  the  Colum- 
bus Country  Club,  and  of  the  Episcopal  Church  in  which  he  is  an 
active  worker. 
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Hon.  Francis  Marion  Marriott  was  born  in  Eton  Town- 
ship, Licking  County,  Ohio,  September  5,  1845,  and  his  family  name 
has  been  a synonym  for  all  that  is  best  in  Democracy  for  more  than 
one  hundred  years.  His  father,  Thomas  Homewood  Marriott,  was 
born  in  Licking  County,  Ohio,  in  1814,  and  was  the  son  of  Home- 
wood  Marriott,  who  came  to  this  state  from  Maryland  in.  1811. 
Thomas  Homewood  Marriott  was  a prominent  farmer  and  a leading 
man  in  Licking  County.  A thorough  Democrat  and  an  intellectual 
man,  his  political  principles  were  so  inculcated  into  his  sons  that  all 
of  them  became  uncompromising  Democrats.  In  1864  the  family 
settled  in  Delaware  County  and  Francis  M.  Marriott  was  prepared 
for  the  University  at  Central  College,  Franklin  County,  Ohio.  He 
then  took  a course  in  Ohio  Wesleyan  University,  teaching  during 
winter  terms  to  pay  his  way  through  college.  In  1871  he  began  the 
study  of  law  with  Charles  McElroy,  who  afterwards  became  Com- 
mon Pleas  Judge.  He  continued  teaching  while  studying  law  and 
disclosed  an  unusual  aptitude  for  that  profession  and  was  twice  prin- 
cipal of  the  Sunbury  High  School.  He  finished  his  law  studies  with 
the  firm  of  Reid  & Powell  of  Delaware,  of  which  Thomas  E.  Powell, 
the  editor  of  this  work,  was  then  the  junior  member.  Mr.  Marriott 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  March  19,  1874,  and  in  the  same  year  was 
nominated  by  the  Democratic  Party  for  Prosecuting-Attorney  of 
Delaware  County,  which  was  at  that  time  normally  Republican  by 
about  700.  He  was  elected  by  a majority  of  481.  His  record  in 
that  office  attracted  public  attention  to  his  legal  ability  and  brought 
him  a clientele  that  precluded  his  acceptance  of  a renomination. 

In  1879  he  was  nominated  by  the  Democratic  Party  for  State 
Senator  in  the  Sixteenth  Senatorial  District,  composed  of  Delaware 
and  Licking  Counties,  and  was  elected  in  October  of  that  year.  He 
immediately  became  a leader  in  the  Sixty-fourth  General  Assembly 
where  he  was  recognized  as  an  authority  on  Parliamentary  questions. 
The  Democratic  members  of  the  Senate  placed  him  upon  the  com- 
mittee that  visited  the  National  Democratic  Committee  at  Washing- 
ton, D.  C.,  to  invite  that  body  to  hold  the  National  Convention  of  1880 
in  Ohio.  The  project  was  successful  and  to  Mr.  Marriott  and  that 
committee  was  due  the  credit  of  securing  for  this  state  the  Cin- 
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cinnati  Convention  of  that  year  which  nominated  Gen.  Hancock  for 
the  Presidency.  Mr.  Marriott  was  also  a delegate  to  that  conven- 
tion from  the  Ninth  Congressional  District.  He  was  also  a delegate 
from  the  Eighth  Congressional  District  to  the  National  Convention 
at  Chicago  in  1 896  when  Hon.  William  Jennings  Bryan  received  his 
first  nomination  for  the  Presidency.  Mr.  Marriott  was  not  . only 
“regular”  during  that  campaign  but  was  a strong  Bryan  man. 

In  1884  Hon.  Francis  M.  Marriott  became  one  of  the  three 
managers  of  the  reformatory  at  Mansfield  by  appointment  of  Gov- 
ernor Hoadly,  which  position  he  filled  for  many  years,  being  reap- 
pointed by  Governors  Campbell,  McKinley,  Bushnell  and  Nash. 

For  many  years  Mr.  Marriott’s  legal  business  has  prevented  his 
taking  an  active  part  in  public  affairs.  He  is  not  only  the  leading 
lawyer  of  Delaware  County  but  has  a statewide  reputation.  In  ad- 
dition to  being  a profound  lawyer  he  has  remarkable  ability  as  an  ad- 
vocate and  these  two  qualities  have  made  him  eminently  successful  in 
his  profession.  He  is  a Thirty-second  Degree  Scottish  Rite  Mason 
and  has  also  taken  all  the  degrees  in  the  York  Rite.  He  is  a Past 
Master  of  Hiram  Lodge  No.  18,  F.  & A.  M.,  and  Past  High  Priest 
of  Chapter  No.  54  Royal  Arch  Masons  at  Delaware,  Ohio. 

JUDGE  F.  P.  Martin  was  born  in  Marion  Township,  Hock- 
ing County,  Ohio,  May  24th,  1863.  He  attended  the  country 
school  the  winter  term  of  four  months  each  year,  working  on  the  farm 
during  the  balance  of  the  year,  until  eighteen  years  of  age,  when  he 
began  teaching.  He  taught  in  the  Public  Schools  seven  years. 

He  was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  Marion  Township  at 
the  death  of  his  father  John  S.  Martin,  in  1890,  when  the  father, 
who  had  served  as  Justice  twenty  years,  died. 

He  was  pressed  into  the  fight  for  Representative  in  1901  and 
carried  his  county  by  70  votes,  when  the  County  went  heavily  Re- 
publican. In  1902  he  was  elected  Probate  Judge  of  Hocking 
County  while  serving  his  5th  consecutive  term  as  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
by  a majority  of  144  in  a very  hard  fought  contest.  He  was  re- 
elected Probate  Judge  in  1905  by  a majority  of  719,  but  refused 
to  be  a candidate  for  a third  term.  He  has  won  every  election  in 
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which  he  has  been  nominated  for  office  in  Township  or  County. 
Judge  Martin  has  served  as  delegate  to  many  county  and  state  con- 
ventions and  was  a member  of  both  the  state  conventions  which  nom- 
inated James  E.  Campbell  for  Governor,  and  was  also  delegate  to 
the  Columbus  convention  of  1908  which  nominated  Judson  Harmon 
for  Governor  and  Campbell  for  State  Senator,  and  is  a great  admirer 
of  both. 

He  is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  which  he  has 
been  a ruling  elder  for  more  than  twenty  years.  He  takes  great  inter- 
est in  the  work  and  success  of  the  church. 

He  was  married  on  August  20th,  1885  to  Isabella  Kerwood, 
youngest  daughter  of  John  R.  and  Sarah  (Freisner)  Kerwood  of 
Marion  Township.  Their  children  are:  Miss  Ethel  Martin,  who  is 
a graduate  of  Oxford  College  and  a teacher  in  the  Public  Schools 
of  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah;  J.  Kerwood  Martin,  who  resides  in  Salt 
Lake  City;  Philia  M.,  Elsie  A.,  Sumner  F.,  Virgil  W.,  William 
G.,  Wilma  and  Marion. 

Judge  Martin’s  father,  John  S.  Martin,  was  a life-long  Demo- 
crat, serving  as  Township  Clerk  and  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  his 
township  for  over  a generation,  and  as  County  Commissioner  for  two 
terms  from  1863  to  1869.  He  was  widely  known  and  recognized 
as  a man  of  strong  character,  and  splendid  capabilities  who  left  his 
impress  on  his  age,  reaching  beyond  neighborhood  and  county  as  it  is 
given  few  men  to  do,  who  make  no  pretensions  to  great  things. 

Judge  Martin’s  mother  was  Mary  Wiley  Black,  who  was  a na- 
tive of  County  Antrim,  Ireland,  and  who  died  in  January,  1911,  at 
the  age  of  eighty-seven. 

Judge  Martin’s  home  is  on  Glenview  Heights  in  Logan,  in  a 
splendid  property  on  the  terrace  and  renowned  for  beauty  of  situation, 
where  he  has  on  his  hundred  acres  of  land  the  ideal  of  the  seclusion 
and  quietude  of  the  country  home  and  the  convenience  of  the  city, 
combined. 
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Colin  Craig  MeEKISON  was  born  at  Napoleon,  Henry  Coun- 
ty, February  19th,  1874.  He  is  of  Scotch-Irish  parentage  and  a 
scion  of  one  of  the  oldest  families  in  Henry  County.  His  maternal 
grandfather.  Judge  Alexander  Craig,  came  to  Henry  County  in  1834 
and  was  its  first  sheriff.  Subsequently  he  was  Post  Master,  Record- 
er and  Common  Pleas  Judge. 

Colin  Craig  Meekison  was  educated  at  the  Ohio  Normal  School, 
Ada,  Ohio,  and  the  law  departments  of  Columbian  University  and 
the  Georgetown  University,  Washington,  D.  C.  He  pursued  his  law 
studies  at  these  universities  while  acting  as  secretary  to  Congressman 
David  E.  Meekison.  Since  1 888  he  has  looked  after  the  interests  of 
the  Toledo  Blade,  News,  Bee,  and  all  of  the  Chicago  newspapers. 
He  is  also  engaged  in  the  insurance  business  and  represents  the  New 
York  Life,  the  Mutual  Life  and  the  Maryland  Casualty  Company. 
He  was  Superintendent  of  Township  Schools  in  Henry  County  for 
four  years,  his  territory  embracing  Liberty,  Ridgeville,  Damascus, 
Harrison  and  Flat  Rock  Townships.  He  was  also  County  School 
Examiner  for  six  years. 

Mr.  Meekison  is  one  of  the  best  known  Democrats  in  a county 
noted  for  its  Democracy.  He  is  an  enthusiastic  Democrat  every  day 
in  the  year,  is  always  a loyal  supporter  of  the  Party  ticket  and  an  ear- 
nest worker  for  Party  success  from  primary  to  election  day.  He  was 
delegate  to  the  state  convention  at  Dayton  in  1910  when  Judson  Har- 
mon received  his  second  nomination  for  Governor.  He  was  elected 
County  Auditor  in  1908,  was  reelected  in  1910,  and  is  State  Presi- 
dent of  the  County  Auditor’s  Association  at  the  present  time.  He  is 
affiliated  with  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  the  Modern  Woodmen  of 
America  and  the  Order  of  the  Maccabees,  and  is  a member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  of  which  he  is  an  elder.  He  is  also  President  of 
the  Sunday  School  Association  of  Henry  County. 

Mr.  Meekison’s  parents  were  John  and  Martha  J.  (Craig) 
Meekison.  On  June  27th,  1907,  Mr.  Meekison  married  Frances 
Knupp,  who  was  a school  teacher  and  the  daughter  of  former  Pros- 
ecuting Attorney  Knupp. 


. 

. 

' 

■ 


258 


THE  DEMOCRATIC  PARTY  OF  OHIO 


WILLIAM  S.  Merrell. — The  legal  profession  demands  not 
only  a high  order  of  ability  but  also  a rare  combination  of  talents, 
learning,  tact,  patience  and  industry.  The  successful  lawyer  must  be 
a man  of  well  balanced  intellect,  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  law 
and  practice  and  of  comprehensive  general  information.  Possessing 
all  the  requisite  qualities  necessary  for  advancement  at  the  bar,  W.  S. 
Merrell  has  worked  his  way  steadily  upward  since  becoming  a repre- 
sentative of  the  legal  fraternity  in  Coshocton  and  is  today  numbered 
among  its  most  distinguished  members. 

William  S.  Merrell  was  born  in  Millersburg,  Holmes  County, 
Ohio,  October  17th,  1869,  and  is  one  of  a family  of  eight  children, 
seven  of  whom  survive,  whose  parents  were  John  C.  and  Jane  (Pat- 
terson) Merrell.  The  father,  whose  birth  occurred  in  Mill  Creek 
Township,  this  county,  March  13th,  1844,  was  a son  of  David  and 
Elizabeth  (Aultman)  Merrell,  the  former  a native  of  Maryland  and 
the  latter  of  Western  Pennsylvania.  The  grandparents  came  to 
Coshocton  County  in  pioneer  times  with  their  respective  parents,  the 
family  homes  being  established  in  Mill  Creek  Township,  where  David 
Merrell  and  Elizabeth  Aultman  grew  to  adult  age  and  were  married. 
He  devoted  his  attention  to  farming  and  also  to  dealing  in  timber  and 
lumber. 

In  the  county  of  his  nativity  John  C.  Merrel  spent  the  days  of 
his  boyhood  and  youth  and  in  early  life  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade. 
After  being  employed  by  others  for  some  time  he  engaged  in  contract- 
ing on  his  own  account  and  for  a long  period  was  identified  with  build- 
ing operations.  For  ten  years  prior  to  his  death,  however,  he  engaged 
in  the  lumber  business  in  Coshocton. 

His  political  support  was  given  to  the  Democratic  Party.  For 
some  time  he  served  as  a member  of  the  city  council,  taking  an  active 
part  in  promoting  the  measures  which  he  deemed  beneficial  in  further- 
ing the  interests  of  the  city.  He  was  also  a very  active  and  helpful 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  and  for  many  years  served  as 
one  of  its  deacons.  While  he  was  a representative  and  successful 
business  man  and  thus  contributed  in  substantial  measure  to  the  ma- 
terial development  of  the  county  he  always  found  time  for  active  co- 
operation in  the  movements  for  the  political,  social  and  moral  progress. 
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His  life  was  guided  by  manly  principles  and  lofty  purposes  and  when 
he  was  called  to  his  final  rest  on  the  1 1 th  of  August,  1901,  his  death 
was  the  occasion  of  deep  and  widespread  regret.  His  wife,  who  was 
born  in  Mill  Creek  Township,  April  25th,  1849,  was  a daughter  of 
Benjamin  and  Hannah  (Leach)  Patterson,  the  former  a native  of 
Western  Pennsylvaia,  and  the  latter  of  Washington  County,  Ohio. 
Several  of  the  Patterson  brothers  came  to  Coshocton  to  establish  homes, 
their  father  having  preceded  them  and  selected  and  entered  the  land 
which  became  the  property  of  his  sons.  The  Pattersons  are  a very 
numerous  family  and  their  annual  reunions  bring  together  about  eight 
or  ten  hundred  representatives  of  the  name.  Mrs.  Jane  (Patterson) 
Merrell  still  survives  her  husband  and  is  yet  a resident  of  Coshocton. 
Her  living  children  are:  Harvey  E.,  who  is  employed  in  the  Piano 
Works  of  Coshocton,  William  S. ; Lewis  W.,  a blacksmith  of  Coshoc- 
ton; Delbert  W.,  a Methodist  Episcopal  minister  now  at  Quaker  City, 
Ohio;  John  C.,  a telephone  inspector,  residing  at  Canton,  Ohio;  Flor- 
ence A.,  a teacher  in  the  schools  of  Coshocton;  and  Lucy  E.,  who 
is  also  employed  as  a teacher  here. 

William  S.  Merrell  spent  his  boyhood  days  in  his  parents’  home 
and  acquired  a public-school  education,  which  he  completed  on  his 
graduation  from  the  Coshocton  High  School  with  the  class  of  1890. 
He  then  began  teaching  in  Mill  Creek  Township  and  boarded  with 
his  grandparents.  Within  eighteen  months  he  had  saved  enough  to 
pay  his  way  for  one  year  in  the  Ohio  State  University  at  Columbus, 
and  devoted  the  succeeding  twelve  months  to  study  in  that  institution. 
As  his  funds  were  then  exhausted  he  secured  the  principalship  of  the 
Walnut  Street  School  in  Coshocton  and  remained  in  that  position  for 
two  years.  In  the  meantime,  however,  he  determnied  upon  the  prac- 
tice of  law  as  his  life  work  and  to  this  end  began  reading  in  the  office 
of  W.  R.  Pomerene,  devoting  his  evening  hours  and  Saturday  holi- 
days to  the  mastery  of  the  principles  of  jurisprudence.  Diligent  as 
a student  and  thorough  in  his  preparation,  he  occupied  his  time  so 
well  that  in  the  fall  of  1904  he  was  qualified  to  enter  the  law  depart- 
ment of  the  Ohio  State  University  and,  after  three  months  study, 
successfuly  passed  the  examination  that  secured  his  admission  to  the 
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bar  on  the  6th  of  December  of  that  year.  However,  he  continued 
his  study  in  the  law  school  until  the  following  March,  when  he  re- 
turned to  Coshocton  and  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his  chosen  pro- 
fession, remaining  alone  until  March,  1898,  when  he  formed  a part- 
nership with  Judge  Samuel  H.  Nicholas.  For  eight  and  one-half 
years  the  firm  of  Nicholas  & Merrell  occupied  a prominent  position 
at  the  Coshocton  bar,  but  in  November,  1906,  the  relation  was  ter- 
minated because  of  the  election  of  Judge  Nicholas  to  the  Common 
Pleas  Bench.  Since  that  time  Mr.  Merrell  has  practiced  alone  and 
for  the  past  ten  years  has  been  employed  by  either  the  prosecution  or 
defense  in  almost  every  case  heard  in  the  Coshocton  Courts.  He 
also  has  a large  clientage  in  Holmes,  Guernsey,  Tuscarawas,  Lick- 
ing and  other  nearby  counties  and  the  consensus  of  public  opinion 
places  him  today  with  the  most  prominent  attorneys  of  this  section  of 
the  state. 

Mr.  Merrell  is  a man  of  strong  intellectuality,  always  interested 
in  anything  pertaining  to  educational  progress.  He  is  now  president 
of  the  Wranglers  Club,  the  leading  literary  organization  of  the  town, 
and  has  worked  earnestly  for  some  time  in  an  attempt  to  organize  an 
association  to  preserve  the  historical  mound  of  Coshocton  as  well  as 
to  mark  the  historic  spots  in  this  vicinity  with  monuments.  He  is  the 
secretary  of  the  Coshocton  Chautauqua  Company,  which  holds  one 
of  the  most  successful  Chautauquas  of  the  State,  and  his  assistance 
can  always  be  counted  upon  in  furthering  the  municipal,  intellectual 
and  moral  progress  of  this  city. 

On  the  25th  of  May,  1898,  Mr.  Merrell  was  married  to  Miss 
Letitia  Smith,  a daughter  of  I.  T.  Smith,  of  this  city.  By  this  mar- 
riage there  is  one  daughter,  Virginia  Jane.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Merrell 
are  prominent  socially  and  are  valued  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  taking  an  active  and  helpful  part  in  the  church 
work,  Mr.  Merrell  serving  as  teacher  of  a class  of  men  in  the  Sunday 
School.  His  political  views  are  in  accord  with  the  Democratic  prin- 
ciples and  realizing  the  duties  and  obligations  as  well  as  the  privileges 
of  citizenship  he  keeps  well  informed  on  the  questions  and  issues  of 
the  day  and  addresses  the  public  in  each  political  campaign.  A vigi- 
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lant  and  attentive  observer  of  men  and  measures  he  discusses  from 
the  platform  those  questions  which  agitate  the  times  and  which  form 
a feature  in  the  upbuilding  of  our  great  republic.  An  excellent 
presence,  an  earnest  manner,  marked  strength  of  character,  a thorough 
grasp  of  the  law  and  the  ability  to  accurately  apply  its  principles,  make 
him  an  effective  and  successful  advocate. 

Richard  J.  Mackenzie  was  born  in  Edinburgh,  Scotland, 
October  5,  1862,  but  came  to  America  with  his  parents  when  a child. 
He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  at  Bedford,  Ohio,  and  grad- 
uated from  Bissell’s  College,  Twinsburg,  Ohio.  He  was  a wholesale 
dealer  in  live  stock  and  meats  in  Ohio  until  1902. 

Mr.  Mackenzie  has  always  been  a staunch  Democrat  and  it  may 
fairly  be  said  that  no  other  man  has  done  more  for  Cuyahoga  County 
than  he  has.  He  was  County  Commissioner  of  Cuyahoga  County 
from  September  1903  to  1909.  All  the  good  roads  of  that  county, 
the  concrete  bridges,  including  the  large  Rocky  River  bridge  and  the 
Harvard-Dennison  street  bridge  that  have  made  old  Cuyahoga 
County,  Ohio,  famous,  were  started  and  practically  all  completed 
during  his  administration  as  County  Commissioner,  as  was  also  the 
new  Court  House.  He  has  been  an  influential  worker  for  the  Demo- 
cratic Party,  has  served  upon  committees  without  number,  has  attended 
various  county  and  state  conventions.  In  addition  to  the  office  of 
County  Commissioner,  which  he  distinguished,  he  was  President  of 
the  County  Buildings  Commission  from  September,  1903  to  Septem- 
ber, 1908,  and  was  Director  of  Schools  for  Newburg  village  from 
April,  1888  until  April,  1895. 

On  April  16,  1885,  Richard  J.  Mackenzie  married  Sadie  A. 
White.  His  parents  were  Henry  and  Mary  Mackenzie.  Mr.  Mac- 
kenzie is  a member  of  the  Knights  of  Honor  and  is  a Thirty-second 
Degree  Mason.  He  has  been  very  active  in  the  farmers’  organiza- 
tions, many  of  which  he  organized  with  “good  roads’’  as  his  motto. 
More  than  four  hundred  miles  of  paved  roads  were  constructed  under 
him  as  County  Commissioner. 
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Hon.  Frank  W.  Miller  was  born  in  Montgomery  County, 
Ohio,  January  23,  1866.  He  grew  up  on  the  farm  and  attended  the 
country  school  and  grammar  school,  then  entered  the  Central  High 
School  at  Dayton  and  was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1887.  In  the 
summer  of  that  year  he  took  a course  in  the  Normal  School  and  for 
the  next  two  years  was  engaged  in  teaching.  In  1889  he  entered 
Dartmouth,  taking  the  Classical  Course  and  was  graduated  with  the 
degree  of  B.  A.  in  the  class  of  1893.  He  took  his  M.  A.  degree  in 
1896.  He  did  some  electrical  work  at  Cornell  and  then  took  a posi- 
tion in  the  Steele  High  School  in  Dayton  where  he  taught  from  1893 
to  1909.  He  was  Assistant  Principal  at  Steivers  Manual  Training 
High  School  for  some  time  and  was  County  Examiner  for  six  years, 
a position  to  which  he  was  appointed  by  Judge  B.  F.  McCann.  He  is 
well  known  to  the  scientists  of  the  state,  being  the  joint  author  of  a text- 
book on  science. 

In  1903  Mr.  Miller  traveled  abroad,  spending  the  entire  summer 
in  Europe  and  studied  agriculture  while  in  Germany.  He  always 
traveled  as  a native,  stopped  at  native  hotels  and  even  at  farm  houses 
so  as  to  familiarize  himself  with  the  farmers  and  their  work  and  to  get 
their  ideas  of  the  United  States  and  learn  what  they  thought  of  the 
different  departments  of  their  own  country.  In  Switzerland  he  made 
scientific  investigations,  particularly  on  the  subject  of  glaciers,  to  study 
which  he  climbed  the  Alps.  He  also  traveled  over  the  ground  of  the 
scene  of  William  Tell.  In  Italy  he  visited  places  of  historic  interest, 
particularly  the  catacombs  of  Rome  and  the  art  galleries.  As  a result 
of  his  travels  Mr.  Miller  concluded  that  Europe  may  be  a good  place 
to  go  for  work  or  study,  but  as  a permanent  place  to  live  none  are 
equal  to  Ohio. 

Mr.  Miller  has  always  been  an  ardent  Democrat  and  has  taken  a 
very  active  part  in  political  work.  He  has  never  sought  office  for  him- 
self, yet  he  is  ever  ready  to  put  forth  his  best  efforts  to  aid  his  poli- 
tical friends.  He  has  always  advocated  an  aggressive  Democracy 
and  even  when  the  days  were  dark  and  the  clouds  hung  low  in  Demo- 
cratic skies  he  has  never  missed  so  much  as  a primary  unless  sickness  or 
absence  from  the  state  prevented  his  attendance.  He  is  an  able  and 
convincing  speaker  and  has  done  much  valuable  work  on  the  stump  in 
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Democratic  campaigns.  In  November,  1910,  he  was  elected  State 
Commissioner  of  Common  Schools  and  took  office  January  10.  1911. 
Mr.  Miller  has  been  a student  and  investigator  all  his  life,  giving  his 
attention  not  only  to  literary  and  scientific  subjects,  but  making  a close 
study  of  the  best  methods  of  teaching.  He  is  one  of  the  joint  authors  of 
a text  book  on  physics. 

Mr.  Miller’s  administration  of  the  affairs  of  his  office  has  shown 
that  he  is  a real  State  Commissioner  of  Common  Schools.  The  intro- 
duction of  the  science  of  agriculture  into  the  common  schools  of  Ohio 
under  his  administration  marks  a new  era  in  the  common  schools  of 
the  state.  The  Cahill  Law  requiring  agriculture  to  be  taught  in  the 
common  schools  was  passed  by  the  General  Assembly  in  1911  and 
Commissioner  Miller  immediately  appointed  four  Supervisors  of  Agri- 
culture and  organized  the  state  into  four  districts  with  a supervisor  for 
each.  The  result  has  exceeded  the  expectations  of  the  most  sanguine. 
Agriculture  is  taught  in  all  the  public  schools  of  the  state  outside  of 
city  districts,  but  in  cities  the  course  is  elective.  The  law  has  been  m 
effect  for  only  one  year  but  the  innovation  has  become  so  popular  that 
it  would  be  impossible  to  discontinue  the  teaching  of  this  most  impor- 
tant branch.  Ten  thousand  elementary  schools  are  already  teaching 
agriculture  in  at  least  two  grades.  The  Legislature  of  Ohio  has  never 
passed  a more  important  law  and  it  has  been  ably  put  into  operation 
by  Commissioner  Miller.  It  is  bringing  the  country  schools  into  touch 
with  their  respective  communities  and  raising  the  occupation  of  the 
farmer  to  the  dignity  of  skilled  labor.  The  rural  schools  of  Ohio  have 
been  greatly  benefited  by  Commissioner  Miller’s  personal  interest  in 
them,  a feature  of  his  administration  which  cannot  be  over  estimated. 
He  was  reelected  in  1912. 

In  1897  Frank  W.  Miller  married  Nettie  Burnett,  a teacher  in 
the  Miamisburg  schools.  She  also  is  a thorough  Democrat.  IT-ey 
have  two  children,  a daughter,  aged  twelve,  and  a son,  Aubrey,  aged 
ten,  both  of  whom  are  attending  the  grammar  school.  Mr.  Mihcr  a 
of  Teutonic  descent.  His  father  was  a native  of  Bavaria  and  can  e 
to  America  in  1848  and  settled  in  Montgomery  County.  His  mother 
was  a native  of  Hessen  Darmstadt,  Germany.  Her  name  was  Anna 
Marie  Sein.  She  came  to  America  in  1849. 
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Mr.  Miller  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  affiliated  with 
Dayton  Lodge  No.  147,  and  also  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  in  which 
organization  he  has  passed  through  all  the  chairs  since  1 889.  His  col- 
lege fraternity  is  the  Theta  Delta  Chi  and  he  is  also  a member  of  the 
Phi  Beta  Kappa. 

Zeno  H.  Miller,  son  of  Elias  and  Rebecca  (Foos)  Miller, 
was  born  on  a farm  in  Harrison  County,  Ohio,  October  7,  1848.  In 
1851  his  parents  moved  to  Crawford  County  and  in  1855  settled  on 
a farm  in  Defiance  County  where  the  village  of  Sherwood  now 
stands.  There  Zeno  H.  Miller  attended  school  and  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  began  teaching  which  he  continued  for  two  years,  after  which 
he  returned  to  farming  and  subsequently  erected  the  first  house  on  the 
site  of  the  village  of  Sherwood,  which  today  embraces  most  of  his 
father’s  farm.  Mr.  Miller  also  built  the  first  store  at  Sherwood  and  to- 
day has  various  interests  in  the  community. 

At  the  age  of  twelve  Mr.  Miller  began  to  take  an  interest  in  politi- 
cal affairs  and  to  post  himself  on  issues  and  parties  with  the  result 
that  he  early  became  a Democrat.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  was 
a member  of  the  County  Central  Committee  and  has  been  an  active 
member  and  officer  of  either  the  executive  or  central  committee  for 
twenty-five  years.  Also  he  has  many  times  been  a delegate  to  vari- 
ous conventions  from  county  to  state  and  is  widely  known  as  an  hon- 
orable and  reliable  man.  He  has  never  aspired  for  office  and  yet  he 
has  been  elected  to  township  offices  many  times,  was  the  first  mayor 
of  Sherwood  and  in  1904  was  placed  upon  the  ticket  for  Representa- 
tive without  any  solicitation  on  his  part.  He  is  an  unusually  well  in- 
formed man  and  is  a very  effective  campaigner.  His  social  orders 
are  the  Elks  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 

In  1877  Zeno  H.  Miller  married  Alice,  daughter  of  George 
and  Christine  Rousch  of  Defiance  County.  They  have  one  son, 
Hollis,  who  is  manager  of  a general  merchandise  store  at  Sherwood 
and  is  a prominent  man  in  the  village.  Elias  Miller,  the  father  of 
Zeno  H.  Miller,  was  born  in  Harrison  County,  Ohio,  in  1817.  He 
was  a farmer  and  after  settling  at  Sherwood  was  prominent  in  town- 
ship affairs.  He  died  in  1901. 


' 

■ 

51 

V 

■ 


THE  DEMOCRATIC  PARTY  OF  OHIO 


265 


EDWARD  G.  Miller  was  born  in  Middletown,  Ohio,  April  1 2, 
1883,  and  received  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools.  His  par- 
ents were  George  W.  and  Elizabeth  Miller.  Mr.  Miller  is  engaged  in 
the  brokerage  business  and  is  a member  of  the  Junior  Order  of  Ameri- 
can Mechanics.  He  has  been  active  in  Democratic  politics  in  Middle- 
town  and  a staunch  supporter  of  local  and  state  tickets  since  he  became 
of  age.  He  was  appointed  to  the  position  of  Water  Works  Collector 
in  1912  and  is  a competent  and  popular  official. 

Dr.  C.  S.  MATHEW,  the  oldest  resident  member  of  the  dental 
profession  in  Upper  Sandusky,  is  the  son  of  Josiah  H.  and  Mary 
(Shorb)  Mathew  and  was  born  in  Canton,  Stark  County,  Ohio, 
September  24,  1856.  After  completing  his  public  school  education 
he  attended  the  Military  Academy  at  Springfield,  Ohio,  for  one  year, 
after  which  he  entered  Kenyon  College,  Gambier,  Ohio,  in  1872 
where  he  took  a two  years’  course.  In  1 874  he  entered  the  Philadel- 
phia Dental  College  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  the  class  of 
1877.  Immediately  after  receiving  his  degree  he  opened  his  dental 
parlors  in  Upper  Sandusky  where  he  acquired  the  large  practice 
and  high  reputation  he  enjoys. 

On  September  8,  1886,  Dr.  C.  S.  Mathew  married  Victoria, 
daughter  of  John  and  Celestia  Van  Master.  They  have  one  daugh- 
ter, Mary  M.  Mathew,  a lady  of  education  and  culture,  who  holds 
a position  in  the  Recorder’s  office  in  Upper  Sandusky. 

Dr.  Mathew’s  father,  Josiah  H.  Mathew  was  a native  of  Eng- 
land, but  came  to  America  when  a lad  sixteen  years  of  age  in  com- 
pany with  his  father.  .When  twenty-one  years  of  age  he  began  the 
study  of  medicine  under  Dr.  Estep  of  Canton,  Ohio,  and  later  on 
took  a course  in  the  Cleveland  Medical  College,  from  which  institu- 
tion he  was  graduated.  He  practiced  medicine  for  many  years  and 
died  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine. 

Dr.  Mathew  has  always  been  a staunch,  although  unobtrusive 
Democrat,  the  demands  of  his  profession  leaving  him  no  time  to  take 
any  active  part  in  political  affairs.  He  was  a member  of  the  Woodmen 
of  the  World  and  one  of  the  most  highly  respected  men  of  Wyan- 
dot County. 
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WILLIAM  R.  Mehaffey  was  born  December  12th,  1857,  at 
Lafayette,  Allen  County,  Ohio.  He  attended  the  public  schools  of 
Lima  until  seventeen  years  of  age,  after  which  he  was  employed  in  a 
store  for  two  years.  He  then  entered  Kenyon  College,  took  a prepara- 
tory course  of  one  year  and  completed  a four-year  classical  course. 
Immediately  after  graduating  he  returned  to  Lima  and  was  engaged 
in  the  grocery  business  until  1885  when  he  entered  the  office  of  the 
Allen  County  Democrat  of  which  his  father  was  part  owner.  In  1889 
he  bought  the  newspaper  plant  and  immediately  consolidated  with  the 
Daily  Times,  the  new  paper  taking  the  name  of  the  Times  Democrat, 
of  which  he  has  since  been  editor. 

The  Times  Democrat  is  ably  edited  and  is  a power  in  Allen 
County.  Mr.  Mehaffey  has  never  sought  any  political  favors,  but  in 
addition  to  the  aid  he  gives  the  Party  through  the  columns  of  the 
Times  Democrat  he  has  been  an  earnest  worker  on  committees  and  as 
delegate  to  state,  congressional  and  judicial  conventions.  He  was 
chairman  of  the  executive  committee  during  Thomas  E.  Powell’s  cam- 
paign for  Governor  in  1887  and  has  frequently  been  a member  of  that 
committee.  He  has  also  stumped  the  county  during  many  campaigns 
and  his  speeches  are  always  forceful  and  of  great  value  to  the  Party, 
because  as  an  editor  he  makes  a close  study  of  Party  issues  and  has  the 
ability  to  present  his  views  most  convincingly. 

Mr.  Mehaffey’s  father,  Robert  Mehaffey,  was  one  of  the  most 
conspicuous  figures  in  the  history  of  Allen  County.  He  was  born  in 
Londonderry,  Ireland,  in  1833,  but  came  to  American  in  company 
with  his  brother  and  settled  in  Allen  County  in  1849.  He  entered 
Ohio  at  Cincinnati  and  when  he  landed  there  he  had  only  fifty  cents 
in  his  pocket.  He  was  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  until  1 869  when 
he  was  elected  County  Clerk  and  served  two  terms.  Soon  after  that 
he  became  President  of  the  First  National  Bank  and  later  organized 
the  Merchants’  Bank,  which  was  subsequently  merged  into  the  Metro- 
politan Bank,  of  which  he  was  President  until  within  a few  years  of 
his  death.  He  was  one  of  the  staunchest  Democrats  of  his  day  and 
was  elected  and  reelected  to  the  State  Senate  from  Allen  County.  Un- 
der Governor  Foraker  he  was  appointed  Trustee  of  the  Institution  for 
Feebleminded  Youth  and  continued  in  that  office  until  his  death.  He 
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was  a Royal  Arch  Mason  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  Militia  during 
the  Civil  War.  He  married  Mary  E.  Richardson,  of  Greene  County, 
Ohio,  who  was  one  of  the  first  and  one  of  the  oldest  educators  in  Allen 
County.  For  twenty-five  years  she  has  served  as  President  of  the  W. 
C.  T.  U.  of  Allen  County  and  has  frequently  been  a delegate  to  na- 
tional conventions  of  that  body.  Her  living  children  are  William  R., 
George  E.  and  Mrs.  A.  M.  Hill  of  Lafayette,  Ohio. 

William  R.  Mehaffey  married  Mary  B.,  daughter  of  George 
Stahl  of  Mt.  Vernon,  Ohio,  October  10th,  1883.  She  died  some 
years  ago.  Her  living  children  are  Joseph  C.  Mehaffey,  a graduate 
of  West  Point  and  a member  of  the  U.  S.  Engineering  Corps,  and 
Robert  C.,  now  residing  at  Buenos  Ayres.  Some  years  after  the  death 
of  his  first  wife,  William  R.  Mehaffey  married  Mary  E.,  daughter  of 
John  Mount  of  Chatham,  Canada. 

George  Sturgis  May  was  born  at  Hedgesville,  West  Vir- 
ginia, January  14th,  1874.  He  was  educated  at  Kenyon  College, 
Gambier,  Ohio,  and  1 896  became  official  court  reporter  for  the  Third 
Sub-Division  of  the  Third  Judicial  District  of  Ohio,  and  has  been 
actively  engaged  as  a Court  Reporter  ever  since.  He  is  also  Jury 
Commissioner  for  the  Western  Division  of  the  Northern  District  of 
Ohio  for  the  United  States  Court. 

Mr.  May  has  always  been  interested  in  Ohio  politics,  having 
served  as  a member  of  the  Congressional  Committee  of  the  Fifth  Con- 
gressional district  for  four  years  and  has  often  been  a delegate  to  the 
state  conventions.  He  has  always  had  the  success  and  advancement 
of  the  Democratic  party  at  heart. 

Mr.  May  is  widely  known  in  Masonic  circles.  He  is  Past  Mas- 
ter of  Omega  Lodge,  Past  High  Priest  of  Ensawocsa  Chapter  and 
Past  Eminent  Commander  of  Defiance  Commandery,  No.  30,  all 
located  at  Defiance,  Ohio.  His  college  fraternitv  is  the  Alpha  Delta 

Phi. 

On  October  14th,  1906,  George  S.  May  married  Besse  M., 
daughter  of  William  Kirtley,  Jr.,  of  the  State  Board  of  Public 
Works.  Mr.  May’s  parents  were  Rev.  George  S.  and  Esther 
A.  (Sturgis)  May. 
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MATTHEW  F.  Merriman  was  born  at  Greenbottom,  West 
Virginia,  August  25th,  1869.  His  parents  moved  to  Ohio  when  he 
was  an  infant  and  he  received  his  literary  education  in  the  schools  of 
Gallipolis  and  the  University  of  Virginia.  He  then  entered  the 
Cincinnati  Law  School  in  1891  and  graduated  in  1892,  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  the  same  year.  He  at  once  began  the  active  prac- 
tice of  his  profession  at  Gallipolis.  After  a time  he  discontinued  law 
to  enter  the  newspaper  business  and  became  Editor  and  owner  of 
the  Gallipolis  Bulletin,  a strong  Democratic  paper,  which  reaches 
every  part  of  Gallia  County  and  has  increased  in  power  and  influence 
since  passing  into  Mr.  Merriman’s  hands.  It  was  founded  in  1869 
by  Colonel  John  L.  Vance. 

Mr.  Merriman  has  attended  every  Democratic  state  convention 
since  he  became  of  age;  for  many  years  he  was  chairman  of  the  county 
executive  committee  and  was  delegate  to  the  Democratic  National 
Convention  in  1900.  He  has  been  active  as  a public  speaker  in 
Bryan  campaigns.  He  is  at  present  a member  of  the  county  commit- 
tee. In  1897  he  was  the  Democratic  candidate  for  Mayor  of  Gal- 
lipolis and  was  elected,  and  reelected  in  1899.  In  1903  he  was 
elected  City  Solicitor  for  a term  of  two  years  and  at  the  expiration  of 
his  term  in  1905  was  again  elected  Mayor  and  reelected  in  1907. 
In  1910  he  was  nominated  for  Representative  to  the  State  Legisla- 
ture, and  although  the  county  is  heavily  Republican,  he  lost  by  only  a 
small  majority.  In  1911  he  was  renominated  for  Mayor  and  will 
unquestionably  be  elected,  as  he  has  always  carried  every  ward  in  the 
city.  Mr.  Merriman  is  a member  of  the  B.  P.  O.  E.  and  was  Exalted 
Ruler  of  Lodge  No.  107  during  the  year  1902-3;  also  of  the  Knights 
of  Pythias  and  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  During  the  Span- 
ish War  in  1898,  Mr.  Merriman  went  out  as  a private  in  the  First 
Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry  which  was  stationed  at  Jacksonville,  Florida. 

In  1901  Matthew  F.  Merriman  married  Emma  Doepping,  of 
Gallipolis,  Ohio.  They  have  three  children;  Catherine,  Joseph  and 
Matthew,  Jr.  Mr.  Merriman’s  parents  were  Thomas  J.  and  Fannie 
(Block)  Merriman.  His  father  was  steward  on  a steamboat  and 
when  Matthew  F.  was  a boy  he  was  employed  on  Pittsburg  towboats 
running  between  St.  Louis  and  New  Orleans. 
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John  MlCHELFELDER  was  born  at  New  Washington,  Craw- 
ford County,  Ohio,  September  6th,  1847.  He  attended  the  common 
schools  until  fourteen  years  of  age  when  he  commenced  to  learn  the 
trade  of  shoemaker  with  his  father.  In  1 870  he  and  his  father  opened 
a retail  shoe  store  in  New  Washington  under  the  name  of  John  Mich- 
elfelder & Son.  They  conducted  the  business  under  that  style  until 
1881  when  the  firm  was  reorganized  and  the  name  changed  to  John 
Michelfelder  & Brother.  This  firm  was  succeeded  by  his  two  broth- 
ers who  branched  out  into  two  stores,  one  conducted  by  J.  C.  Mich- 
elfelder & Son  and  the  other  by  Fred  Michelfelder  & Son. 

John  Michelfelder  is  now  retired.  He  was  a successful  and  pros-* 
perous  business  man  and  resides  in  a beautiful  residence  in  New 
Washington.  He  has  always  been  a loyal  Democrat  and  has  fre- 
quently been  delegate  to  judicial,  congressional  and  state  conventions. 
He  has  served  on  the  central  committees,  was  Justice  of  the  Peace  for 
three  years  was  Collector  for  County  Treasurer  for  fourteen  years  and 
Township  Treasurer  for  three  years.  He  is  a member  of  the  Lutheran 
Church  and  is  a liberal  and  public  spirited  man.  In  1870  he  married 
Matilda,  daughter  of  Michael  and  Mary  (Donnewirth)  High.  Mrs. 
Michelfelder  is  of  German  extraction  and  is  descended  from  one  of 
the  most  prominent  pioneer  families  of  Crawford  County.  From  her 
family  has  sprung  some  of  the  most  conspicuous  and  loyal  Democrats 
in  the  history  of  Crawford  County.  Mr.  Michelfelder’s  father,  John 
Michelfelder,  was  born  in  Germany,  October  5th,  1818.  He  was  a 
shoemaker  and  came  to  America  in  1846  and  opened  the  shop  in  New 
Washington  which  was  the  beginning  of  the  prosperous  business  men- 
tioned in  this  article.  He  died  September  14th,  1891. 

John  Anderson  Maurlin  was  born  in  Harding  County. 
Kentucky,  October  24,  1843.  He  was  educated  in  the  old  district 
log  schoolhouse,  which  was  a subscription  school.  In  1 853  he  came 
to  Ohio  where  he  attended  school  a few  years  longer,  after  which  he 
was  engaged  for  eight  years  in  clearing  a farm.  In  1861  he  enlisted 
in  Company  E,  46th  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry  and  served  until  the 
end  of  the  war,  proving  himself  a valiant  soldier  and  rising  to  the 
rank  of  Captain  in  actual  service.  Although  he  was  wounded  in  the 
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battle  of  Shiloh,  April  6,  1862,  he  missed  only  two  of  the  eighteen 
battles  in  which  his  regiment  participated.  General  Walcutt  of  Co- 
lumbus was  his  Brigade  commander.  At  the  close  of  the  war  Mr. 
Maurlin  married  Isabelle,  daughter  of  William  Charlotte  of  Mercer 
County.  She  died  July  10,  1900,  in  her  sixty-fourth  year.  They 
had  a family  of  six  children,  four  of  whom  are  living,  namely,  Enola, 
now  Mrs.  A.  W.  Copeland,  Laura,  now  Mrs.  J.  W.  Langsdon,  John 
R.  and  Walter  H. 

Mr.  Maurlin  is  an  old  line  Democrat.  He  has  served  fifteen 
years  on  the  Central  Committee,  as  well  as  many  times  on  the  Execu- 
tive Committee,  has  frequently  been  delegate  to  conventions  and  has 
often  been  honored  with  public  office.  He  has  been  a Justice  of  the 
Peace,  was  councilman  eight  years,  a member  of  the  School  Board 
twenty-seven  years.  Post  Master  five  years  under  President  Cleve- 
land, was  Mayor  of  Mendon  for  four  years  and  was  once  candidate 
for  County  Treasurer.  He  has  lived  an  active  life,  both  in  business 
and  politics.  From  1860  until  1880  he  was  engaged  in  the  mercan- 
tile business  and  became  interested  in  many  local  business  ventures  and 
substantial  enterprises.  In  1866  he  cut  the  hickory  pole  in  Mendon 
to  be  used  at  a meeting  that  was  addressed  by  Rise  Up  William  Al- 
len. Mr.  Maurlin’s  father  was  a Jacksonian  Democrat.  He  was 
born  in  Kentucky  in  1820,  came  to  Ohio  in  1853  and  died  in  1893. 
He  lived  a very  active  life  and  participated  in  county  affairs  for  many 
years,  serving  on  the  School  Board  and  filling  other  offices.  Maur- 
lin’s  mother’s  maiden  name  was  Laurinda  Upton.  She  was  born 
December  25,  1819,  and  is  still  living  at  the  age  of  ninety-two.  She 
was  the  mother  of  eight  children,  seven  of  whom  are  living  and  are 
all  residents  of  Mercer  County  and  good  Democrats.  John  A.  Maur- 
lin is  the  oldest  of  the  family.  All  his  life  he  has  been  noted  for  his 
large  charity  and  support  of  local  reform  movements. 

Hon.  Edmond  H.  Moore. — No  name  is  more  familiar  to 
Ohioans  than  that  of  Edmond  H.  Moore  of  Youngstown,  not  only  be- 
cause of  the  prominent  part  he  has,  for  some  time,  taken  in  public  af- 
fairs, but  also  because  of  his  reputation  as  a lawyer.  For  some  years 
he  has  taken  an  active  part  in  the  affairs  of  the  Democratic  Party  in 
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the  state,  and  during  the  present  year  (1912)  he  was  the  foremost 
champion  of  Governor  Harmon  in  his  race  for  the  Presidential  nomi- 
nation. 

Edmond  H.  Moore,  son  of  Alexander  F.  and  Elizabeth  Moore, 
was  born  in  Milton,  Mahoning  County,  Ohio,  October  16,  1862,  and 
received  his  early  education  in  the  common  schools  and  the  high  school 
in  Youngstown,  Ohio.  In  1 879,  when  only  seventeen  years  of  age,  he 
began  teaching  school  and  remained  in  that  profession  until  1891. 
Early  in  his  career  as  a teacher  he  took  up  the  study  of  the  law  and 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  June  4,  1884,  but  did  not  commence  the 
active  practice  of  his  profession  until  1891,  when  he  opened  an  office 
in  Youngstown. 

For  the  past  twenty  years  Mr.  Moore  has  been  closely  identi- 
fied with  the  affairs  of  the  city  of  Youngstown,  not  only  as  a promi- 
nent member  of  the  bar,  but  as  a factor  in  the  public  life  of  the  city 
in  which  he  takes  the  greatest  interest  and  of  which  he  was  mayor 
from  1896  to  1900.  He  has  done  much  to  bring  strength  and  repute 
to  the  Democratic  Party  in  the  northeastern  part  of  the  state,  which 
has  long  been  heavily  Republican,  and  he  has  given  much  time  and 
service  to  the  Democratic  Party  of  the  state.  He  has  attended 
every  Democratic  State  Convention  for  the  past  twenty-five  years 
and  was  a delegate  to  the  National  Conventions  at  St.  Louis  in  1904. 
at  Denver  in  1908  and  at  Baltimore  in  1912.  He  is  at  present  a 
member  of  the  National  Democratic  Committee.  In  the  State  Com- 
mittee and  at  the  State  Convention  at  Toledo  he  ably  safeguarded 
the  rights  of  Governor  Harmon  and  at  the  National  Convention  at 
Baltimore  made  a splendid  and  untiring  fight  to  gain  the  Presidential 
nomination  for  Ohio’s  Governor.  His  whole  career  in  politics  has 
been  characterized  by  such  candor,  honesty  and  uprightness  as  to 
make  him  unique  and  distinct  among  politicians.  Mr.  Moore  is  the 
Superintendent  of  Insurance  for  Ohio,  to  which  position  he  was  ap- 
pointed by  Governor  Harmon  in  May,  1911. 

In  1890  Edmond  H.  Moore  married  Emma  McKinney,  de- 
ceased. In  1905  he.  married  Martha  Reznor.  His  fraternal  organi- 
zations are  the  Elks  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 
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Judge  Hugh  Thompson  Mathers,  son  of  John  H.  and 
Elizabeth  (Thompson)  Mathers,  was  born  at  Sidney,  Ohio,  May 
20,  1866.  He  graduated  from  the  Sidney  High  School  in  1884 
and  then  entered  Princeton  University  where  he  took  a special  course, 
after  which  he  entered  the  Law  School  at  Albany,  New  York,  and 
was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  LL.  B.  in  1888.  He  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  the  same  year  and  at  once  began  the  practice  of 
his  profession.  He  quickly  sprang  into  prominence,  both  as  a lawyer 
and  as  a public  man.  In  the  Spring  of  1889  he  was  elected  City 
Solicitor  at  the  early  age  of  twenty-three  years.  At  the  end  of  his 
first  term  he  was  reelected.  In  the  Fall  of  1891  he  was  made  gen- 
eral attorney  for  the  Ohio  Southern  Railroad  with  headquarters  at 
Springfield,  and  in  1894  became  general  attorney  for  the  Cleveland, 
Akron  & Columbus  Railway,  and  continued  to  act  for  both  roads 
with  headquarters  at  Cleveland  until  1896,  when  he  resigned  and  re- 
turned to  Sidney  where  he  resumed  his  law  practice.  In  the  Fall  of 
1901  he  was  elected  Common  Pleas  Judge  to  fill  out  an  unexpired 
term.  He  has  been  on  the  bench  continuously  ever  since,  having  been 
elected  in  1904  after  serving  out  the  unexpired  term  and  reelected 
in  1910.  His  present  term  expires  December  31,1916.  It  is  worthy 
of  note  that  he  was  elected  both  times  without  opposition. 

He  is  one  of  the  ablest  jurists  as  well  as  one  of  the  best  known 
Democrats  in  the  state.  He  has  been  of  no  little  assistance  to  the 
' party  in  his  district  and  was  delegate  to  the  Democratic  State  Con- 
vention which  nominated  Col.  James  Kilbourne  for  Governor  in  1901 
and  the  convention  that  nominated  Governor  Pattison  in  1905.  He  is  a 
Thirty-second  Degree  Mason  and  an  elder  in  the  Presbyterian 
Church. 

Judge  Mathers  has  achieved  a reputation  as  a writer  on  legal 
and  political  topics  and  has  contributed  several  articles  to  different 
magazines. 

In  1889  Judge  Mathers  married  Miss  Louisa  Beeson  of  Union- 
town,  Pennsylvania.  They  have  two  children,  Hugh  B.  and  Jean- 
nette. John  H.  Mathers,  the  father  of  Judge  Mathers,  and  both  his 
grandfathers  were  lawyers.  They  were  all  natives  of  Pennsylvania. 
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The  paternal  grandfather,  James  Mathers,  lived  and  practiced  law 
at  Mifflintown,  Juniata  County.  He  was  a member  of  the  State 
Senate.  The  maternal  grandfather,  Hugh  Thompson,  removed  at 
an  early  age,  to  Sidney  and  after  engaging  for  some  years  in  mer- 
chandising, was  appointed  a lay  judge  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas,  and  after  the  expiration  of  his  term  practiced  law  at  Sidney 
for  many  years.  He  was  a member  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  Ohio  and  of  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  1831.  The  father 
served  two  terms  as  Prosecuting  Attorney  of  Shelby  County,  having 
served  in  the  same  capacity  in  Juniata  County  before  coming  West. 

A.  D.  Metz  was  born  in  Wayne  County,  Ohio,  July  24,  1852. 
After  passing  through  the  public  schools  and  the  Wooster  High  School 
he  entered  the  University  of  Wooster  from  which  he  was  graduated 
in  the  class  of  1874.  He  then  took  up  the  study  of  law  in  the  office 
of  General  Aquila  Wiley  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1879. 

Mr.  Metz  is  a Democrat  who  backs  up  his  political  opinion  with 
energetic  work.  He  has  served  on  numerous  committees  and  mauc 
many  political  speeches,  beginning  his  activities  when  he  was  twenty- 
one  years  of  age.  There  never  was  a more  consistent  worker  for  the 
cause  of  Democracy  than  Mr.  Metz  in  faithfully  attending  conven- 
tions and  making  forceful  speeches  during  campaigns.  He  was  chair- 
man of  the  County  Committee  during  the  first  Bryan  campaign  and 
rolled  up  the  biggest  majority  in  the  history  of  Wayne  County.  As 
a lawyer  he  is  not  only  successful  but  popular  and  was  Prosecuting 
Attorney  for  the  County  of  Wayne  from  1888  to  1904,  a period  of 
six  years,  making  a record  rarely  equalled  in  the  state.  He  also  takes 
a keen  interest  in  public  affairs  and  institutions  and  has  been  trustee 
of  the  Children’s  Home  for  eight  years  and  Trustee  of  the  Woosier 
Public  Library  for  years  past. 

A.  D.  Metz  is  a son  of  Jacob  and  Susan  A.  (Meyers)  Metz. 
Jacob  Metz  died  in  1886  and  his  wife  in  1908.  She  was  boin  in 
Maryland  in  1818.  Mr.  Metz  married  Elizabeth  Gann  in  1888. 
They  have  one  daughter.  Miss  Mary  E.  Metz,  who  is  in  her  Senior 
year  at  Wellesley  College. 
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HENRY  H.  McFadden,  who  for  thirty-seven  years  has  been 
editor  and  publisher  of  the  Steubenville  Gazette , is  one  of  the  best 
known  newspaper  men  in  Ohio  as  well  as  one  of  the  best  known 
Democrats  in  the  state.  He  was  born  at  Cadiz,  Ohio,  August  13, 

1 848.  After  passing  through  the  common  schools  of  his  native  place 
he  took  a course  in  the  Quaker  City  Business  College,  Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania,  after  which  he  was  engaged  in  general  merchandise 
business  and  as  a wool  dealer  at  Cadiz  from  1864  to  1873.  In  the 
latter,  year  he  became  editor  and  publisher  of  the  Steubenville  Ga- 
zette. 

Mr.  McFadden  has  always  been  a Democrat  of  the  progressive 
type.  In  1 868  he  followed  Pendleton  in  his  demand  for  payment  of 
bonds  in  greenbacks  and  since  that  date  has  been  an  advocate  of 
progressive  ideas  that  harmonize  with  the  Constitution  and  repre- 
sentative government,  but  such  innovations  as  the  Initiative  and 
Referendum,  Single  Tax,  Public  Ownership,  so  called  Home  Rule 
and  other  Socialistic  propaganda  have  always  met  his  opposition. 
For  many  years  he  has  been  a familiar  and  prominent  figure  at  our 
Democratic  state  conventions.  He  has  strong  convictions  on  all  sub- 
jects involving  the  interests  and  principles  of  his  party  and  has  always 
been  fearless  in  defending  what  he  believed  to  be  right.  His  advice 
has  always  been  received  with  courteous  consideration  and  often  fol- 
lowed in  the  important  situations  that  his  party  has  been  called  upon 
to  meet  during  many  past  years.  Although  he  has  never  held  any 
elective  office  he  has  been  honored  by  his  party  with  nominations 
of  distinction.  He  was  the  Democratic  candidate  for  Ohio’s  Secre- 
tary of  State  in  1 900,  for  member  of  Congress  in  1 890  and  again  in 
1896,  and  for  the  General  Assembly  in  1891.  He  has  been  a mem- 
ber of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Ohio  State  Reformatory  at 
Mansfield  and  is  now  a member  of  the  Board  of  State  Charities.  He 
has  always  discharged  his  public  duties  as  conscientiously  as  if  they 
were  his  own  private  affairs.  He  is  essentially  a man  of  public  spirit. 
He  is  a member  of  no  secret  society,  his  only  affiliation  with  organiza- 
tions being  with  the  Democratic  Party  and  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
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Henry  H.  McFadden’s  parents  were  Henry  and  Francis  I. 
(Poore)  McFadden.  His  father  died  at  Cadiz,  Ohio,  July  4,  1888, 
but  his  mother  is  still  living  at  Cadiz  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety- 
one  years.  On  January  18,  1872,  Henry  H.  McFadden  married 
, Sarah  O.  Craig  of  Washington,  Guernsey  County,  Ohio.  She  died 
September  7,  1872.  On  February  16,  1876,  he  married  Emma  A. 
Beall  of  Cadiz,  Ohio. 

THE  STEUBENVILLE  GAZETTE. 

On  September  1,  1865,  the  Steubenville  Weekly  Gazette  was 
established  by  Charles  N.  Allen  as  the  Democratic  organ  of  Jeffer- 
son County.  For  eighteen  months  the  county  had  no  Democratic 
paper.  Mr.  Allen  came  from  Cadiz  where  he  had  previously  pub- 
lished the  Sentinel  which  was  the  Democratic  organ  of  Harrison 
County.  After  the  election  of  1873,  when  William  Allen  was 
chosen  Governor,  Charles  N.  Allen  celebrated  the  Democratic  vic- 
tory by  starting  the  publication  of  the  Daily  Gazette  on  November 
1st  of  that  year,  and  both  daily  and  weekly  editions  of  the  Gazette 
have  been  issued  regularly  up  to  the  present  time.  The  paper  has 
grown  in  importance  and  influence  with  the  city  and  county  of  its 
home.  On  February  1,  1875,  the  paper  was  purchased  by  H.  H. 

' McFadden  and  W.  H.  Hunter,  both  of  Cadiz,  where  Mr.  Hunter 
was  local  editor  of  the  Sentinel.  Under  the  firm  name  of  McFad- 
den & Hunter  those  gentlemen  conducted  the  Gazette  for  a quarter 
of  a century.  On  February  1,  1900,  Mr.  McFadden  bought  out  his 
partner,  Mr.  Hunter  then  becoming  a partner  with  his  brother,  George 
F.  Hunter,  in  conducting  the  Chillicothe  Advertiser.  Mr.  McFad- 
den conducted  the  Gazette  as  sole  proprietor  until  August  1,  1901, 
when  he  formed  a stock  company  under  the  name  of  the  Steubenville 
Gazette  Company,  with  himself  as  president,  and  the  paper  is  still 
issued  by  his  company.  It  has  always  been  Democratic  with  pro- 
nounced Jeffersonian  opinions,  and  exerts  a strong  influence  on  polit- 
ical opinions  throughout  eastern  Ohio. 
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John  Murphy  was  born  at  Enon,  Clarke  County,  Ohio,  May 
10th,  1845,  and  his  parents  moved  to  Greene  County  when  he  was 
but  seven  years  old.  From  there  they  moved  to  Miami  County,  set- 
tling near  Covington,  where  he  attended  the  district  school  for  a couple 
of  years.  He  then  went  to  Darke  County  where,  with  the  exception 
of  a brief  residence  in  Miami  County,  he  has  since  resided.  On  Feb- 
ruary 22nd,  1864,  he  enlisted  in  Company  B of  the  Eighth  Ohio  Vol- 
unteer Cavalry  and  was  immediately  dispatched  with  his  regiment  to 
the  battle  front  in  Virginia.  They  became  a part  of  Gen.  Phil  Sheri- 
dan’s command  and  for  the  most  part  factored  in  the  subsequent 
dashing  and  brilliant  operations  of  that  army  in  the  fertile  valley  of 
the  Shenandoah.  The  regiment  was  recruited  under  the  direct  com- 
mand of  Col.  Moore,  and  was  assigned  to  the  brigade  commanded  by 
Gen.  Averill.  The  regiment  saw  much  hard  fighting,  particularly 
during  the  last  year  of  the  war.  They  participated  in  such  sanguinary 
battles  as  Winchester,  Fisher’s  Hill  and  Cedar  Creek,  the  latter  being 
immortalized  as  the  occasion  of  “Sheridan’s  Ride.”  Besides  a num- 
ber of  smaller  pitched  battles  they  were  engaged  in  almost  incessant 
scout  and  picket  duty  and  participated  in  the  sharp  fighting  incident  to 
the  closing  days  of  the  War.  Mr.  Murphy’s  regiment  was  mustered 
out  of  service  July  30th,  1865,  at  Clarksburg,  Va.,  from  where  he 
came  immediately  to  Versailles,  Darke  County,  Ohio,  which  place 
has  since  been  his  home. 

After  his  return  from  the  war  Mr.  Murphy  engaged  in  the  pro- 
fession of  teaching,  following  the  occupation  of  farming  between  his 
terms  of  teaching  in  the  district  schools.  In  1 884  he  entered  the  busi- 
ness of  manufacturing  drain  tile  at  Versailles,  in  which  business  he  has 
met  with  unusual  success. 

Mr.  Murphy  is  and  always  has  been  an  ardent  Democrat,  a be- 
liever in  the  principles  of  Jefferson  and  Jackson.  He  has  never  cov- 
eted political  honors  but  has  faithfully  followed  his  party  through  its 
varying  fortunes  as  a matter  of  conscience  and  conviction.  Though 
never  seeking  public  office,  for  more  than  a dozen  years  he  has  served 
his  home  city  as  a member  of  its  Council  and  Board  of  Education,  and 
in  these  positions  his  influence  has  always  been  on  the  side  of  substan- 
tial progress. 
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Hon.  John  Perry  MahAFFEY  was  born  in  Cambridge,  Ohio, 
April  16th,  1845.  After  attending  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
place  he  learned  the  printer’s  trade  and  then  became  the  publisher  of 
the  Cambridge  Herald,  which  he  conducted  for  a number  of  years 
in  partnership  with  T.  W.  Ogier. 

Senator  Mahaffey  is  one  of  the  best  known  Democrats  in  the  state. 
He  has  been  a regular  attendant  at  nearly  all  state  conventions  since 
he  became  of  age  and,  has  served  on  all  the  various  political  committees 
at  various  times.  He  was  Clerk  of  Courts  for  one  term  and  was  Pres- 
idential Elector  for  his  district  on  the  Democratic  ticket  in  1900,  and 
a candidate  for  Clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  1904.  Mr.  Mahaffey 
was  twice  elected  to  the  State  Senate,  serving  one  long  and  one  short 
term.  He  was  a member  of  the  Senate  during  1906,  1907  and  1908, 
and  again  during  1909  and  1910. 

Senator  Mahaffey  is  a member  of  the  M.  E.  church  and  is  af- 
filiated with  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Odd 
Fellows  and  the  Elks,  of  which  he  is  a life  member.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  having  served  with  the  I 72nd  Ohio  Volun- 
teer Infantry  during  the  Civil  War. 

Senator  Mahaffey’s  parents  were  John  and  Margaret  (Newman) 
Mahaffey.  His  father  was  a native  of  Pennsylvania  and  his  mother 
of  the  Isle  of  Guernsey.  On  March  21st,  1872,  John  Perry  Ma- 
haffey married  Sarah  F.  Scott,  who  died  February  9th,  1873,  leav- 
ing one  son,  George  F.  Mahaffey,  who  is  present  Secretary  of  the 
State  Fish  and  Game  Commission. 

A.  R.  McCulloch,  one  of  the  best  known  lawyers  of  eastern 
Ohio,  was  born  and  has  always  lived  in  Guernsey  County.  He  at- 
tended the  public  schools  in  Washington,  then  took  a cousre  at  Mus- 
kingum College  at  New  Concord  and  entered  the  Cincinnati  Law- 
School,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1891.  Immediately  after  leav- 
ing the  Law  School,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  opened  an  office  in 
Cambridge  and  has  practiced  law  there  ever  since. 

Mr.  McCulloch  has  been  a life  long  Democrat  and  has  been  so 
active,  earnest  and  able  in  his  advocacy  of  the  principles  of  his  party 
that  he  is  regarded  as  a leader  of  the  Democracy  of  Guernsey  County. 
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He  is  a worker  for  his  party  from  primary  to  election  day,  yet  not- 
withstanding his  popularity  and  valuable  service  to  his  party  he  has 
never  sought  nor  held  a salaried  office.  When  offered  the  judgeship 
of  his  judicial  district  by  Governor  Harmon  to  succeed  Judge  Johnson, 
deceased,  he  declined  to  accept  the  office.  The  positions  he  holds  or 
has  held  have  called  for  much  work  and  no  remuneration.  He  is  now 
chairman  of  the  County  Committee,  and  is  also  on  his  second  term  as 
State  Central  Committeeman.  He  has  been  delegate  to  many  State 
Conventions,  notably  the  convention  of  1903  which  nominated  Tom 
L.  Johnson  and  the  convention  of  1908  which  gave  Judson  Harmon 
his  first  nomination,  Guernsey  being  the  first  County  in  the  State  to 
endorse  Harmon  for  Governor. 

Mr.  McCulloch  also  takes  a keen  interest  in  educational  affairs 
and  has  been  a member  of  the  Cambridge  School  Board  for  the  past 
fourteen  years. 

He  is  a son  of  William  C.  McCulloch,  now  deceased,  and  Sarah 
E.  (Sproat)  McCulloch,  who  is  still  living. 

JAMES  D.  McDonel  was  born  at  Fostoria,  Ohio,  November 
7,  1863,  and  received  his  early  education  in  the  parochial  and  high 
schools  of  his  native  place.  After  some  business  experience  he  organ- 
ized the  Portz  Hardware  Company  in  1 893  which  became  the  Alcott 
Hardware  Company  in  1897.  He  takes  a great  interest  in  the  busi- 
ness life  and  public  welfare  of  Fostoria  and  is  one  of  its  most  public 
spirited  citizens.  He  is  interested  in  the  McDonel  Bros.  Clothing 
Company  of  Fostoria  and  is  General  Manager  of  the  Fostoria  & 
Fremont  Railway  Co. 

In  addition  to  being  an  active  business  man  Mr.  McDonel  is  also 
prominently  identified  with  the  political  life  of  his  part  of  the  state. 
For  the  past  fifteen  years  he  has  been  a member  of  the  Democratic 
County  Committee  and  usually  served  as  its  Treasurer  during  that 
term.  In  1898  he  was  elected  Treasurer  of  Seneca  County  and  was 
reelected  in  1900.  He  is  at  present  a member  of  the  State  Normal 
School  Committee  of  Northern  Ohio  at  Bowling  Green,  to  which  posi- 
tion he  was  appointed  by  Governor  Harmon. 
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George  W.  Moore  was  born  in  Guernsey  County,  Ohio,  in 
1864.  He  received  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Cam* 
bridge  after  which  he  took  up  the  profession  of  teaching  for  a time. 
While  teaching  he  began  selling  fire  insurance  and  finally  turned  all 
his  attention  to  the  latter  business,  in  which  he  is  still  engaged,  and  is 
the  best  known  and  most  successful  insurance  man  in  Cambridge. 

Mr.  Moore  has  been  very  active  in  Democratic  politics  in 
Guernsey  County  for  many  years.  He  has  been  sent  as  delegate  to 
several  state  conventions  and  has  frequently  represented  his  party  in 
senatorial  and  congressional  conventions.  He  was  a member  of  the 
Election  Board  for  four  years  and  has  always  been  a consistent  sup- 
porter of  his  party’s  candidates. 

Mr.  Moore’s  father  was  Thomas  Moore,  a native  of  Harrison 
County.  His  mother  was  Mary  (Dugan)  Moore  and  was  a native 
of  Ireland.  George  W.  Moore  married  Nancy  McCollum  in  1889. 
They  have  two  children,  Fred  E.  and  Helen.  Mr.  Moore  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Modern  Woodmen. 

Arthur  Lawrence  McCarthy,  son  of  Joseph  and  Marga- 
iete  McCarthy,  was  born  in  Excello,  Butler  County,  Ohio,  in  1809, 
and  after  passing  through  the  public  schools  of  Franklin  learned  the 
trade  of  paper  ruler,  in  which  he  has  ever  since  been  engaged.  1 le 
worked  for  a time  at  Franklin,  then  for  a time  at  West  Carrollton, 
then  back  to  Franklin,  where  he  has  been  employed  for  the  last 
twenty  years. 

Mr.  McCarthy  has  always  been  a staunch  Democrat  and  has 
done  much  valuable  work  for  the  party,  both  as  a delegate  and  as  a 
committee  worker.  He  has  been  a member  of  the  Warren  County 
Democratic  Central  and  Executive  Committees  and  is  at  present  sec- 
retary of  both  those  committees.  He  has  been  a delegate  to  several 
county  and  senatorial  conventions  and  is  a member  of  the  Franklin 
Council,  in  which  he  took  his  seat  in  1912. 

On  September  21,  1903,  Arthur  L.  McCarthy  married  Nettie 
Crawford.  Mr.  McCarthy  was  President  of  the  Franklin  Mens 
Club  from  1909  to  1911  and  is  at  present  secretary  of  the  club.  1 1e 
is  also  a member  of  the  Order  of  Foresters. 
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JUDGE  B.  F.  McCann  is  one  of  the  best  known  jurists  as  well 
as  one  of  the  sterling  Democrats  of  Ohio.  His  name  is  inseparably 
associated  with  that  of  the  city  of  Dayton  but  he  is  a native  of  Mus- 
kingum County.  His  parents  were  Thomas  and  Jane  (McKee)  Mc- 
Cann, and  his  mother  was  a woman  of  superior  ability  and  culture. 
B.  F.  McCann  began  life  as  a teacher  and  farmer,  then  took  a course 
in  Denison  University  and  afterward  studied  law  in  the  office  of 
Gunkel  & Rowe  of  Dayton.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1890. 
In  1891  the  first  police  court  was  established  in  Dayton  and  Judge 
McCann  was  the  first  prosecutor  in  that  court.  In  1899  he  was 
elected  Judge  of  the  Probate  Court  and  in  1902  was  reelected  by  one 
of  the  most  flattering  votes  ever  received  by  a candidate  for  any  office. 
He  won  by  more  than  3200  votes,  although  every  other  office  in 
Montgomery  County  was  carried  by  the  Republicans  by  majorities 
varying  from  2500  to  5000.  When  Juvenile  Courts  were  first  estab- 
lished in  Ohio  he  was  selected  by  the  Common  Pleas  Judge  to  act  as 
Judge  of  the  Juvenile  Court  in  Dayton.  In  1905  he  was  nominated 
for  Judge  of  the  Probate  Court  but  declined.  In  the  same  year  he 
was  prominently  mentioned  as  a candidate  for  Governor  of  Ohio. 
Since  serving  as  Judge  of  the  Juvenile  Court  he  has  consistently  re- 
fused all  public  preferment  and  has  confined  himself  to  the  practice  of 
his  profession.  He  has  built  up  a reputation  for  the  conscientious  and 
fearless  discharge  of  his  duties  in  public  office  and  scrupulous  atten- 
tion to  the  interests  of  his  clients.  Judge  McCann  is  regarded  as  one 
of  the  most  successful  lawyers  of  the  state.  He  is  also  known  as  a 
warm  friend  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  and  has  long  been  identified  with  its 
success  in  Dayton. 


JUDGE  Jacob  A.  Marburger. — There  are  few  judicial  ad- 
ministrative positions,  the  discharge  of  whose  duties  requires  more  tact, 
poise  of  character  or  a higher  and  truer  regard  for  the  rights  of  person 
and  of  property  than  does  the  office  of  Probate  Judge.  The  Probate 
Judge,  in  fact,  has  under  his  jurisdiction  the  welfare  of  the  widow  and 
the  protection  of  the  defenseless  orphan.  The  appointment  of  admin- 
istrators of  estates,  whether  small  or  great,  lies  within  his  province.  He 
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appoints  guardians.  He  it  is  who  consigns  the  weak  and  unbalanced 
of  mind  to  proper  institutions  for  treatment.  He  is  the  individual  and 
legal  counsellor  of  every  administrator. 

He  must  personally  see  that  they  do  not  overcharge  and  that  every 
trust  to  which  they  are  obligated  is  complied  with  to  the  very  letter  of 
the  law.  The  Probate  Court  in  Ohio  may  also  hear  a certain  class 
of  cases,  both  civil  and  criminal,  as  a court  of  original  jurisdiction 
concurrent  with  that  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas.  It  may  there- 
fore well  be  imagined  what  manner  of  man  should  fill  such  an  im- 
portant office  and  with  what  jealous  regard  it  should  be  viewed  by 
the  people  of  every  county. 

It  so  happens  that  Pickaway  is  one  of  the  counties  in  the  state 
that  has  ever  chosen  to  this  responsible  position  men  eminently  well 
qualified  by  nature  and  by  training  to  discharge  its  onerous  and  ex- 
acting duties,  and  that  the  present  incumbent  of  the  office,  Jacob  A. 
Marburger,  maintains  in  the  fullest  the  high  standard  that  has  so  long 
prevailed  in  that  county. 

The  career  and  the  achievements  of  Judge  Marburger  illustrate 
well  the  possibility  of  school  teaching  as  a training  for  success  in  other 
lines.  He  was  born  in  Fairfield  county  in  1867,  but  early  in  life 
moved  to  Commercial  Point,  Pickaway  County.  His  remarkable 
adaptability  for  teaching  was  early  evinced  and  thoroughly  demon- 
strated as  he  advanced  in  the  profession. 

He  taught  for  four  years  in  the  township  schools,  for  one  year  he 
was  the  principal  of  the  Orient  High  school,  and  was  for  eight  years 
superintendent  of  the  schools  at  Commercial  Point.  In  1897  he  was 
made  a member  of  the  County  Board  of  School  Examiners,  serving 
for  six  years. 

Judge  Marburger,  ever  an  enthusiastic  Democrat,  frequently 
served  on  the  County  Central  and  Executive  Committees,  and  in  1 908 
was  elected  Probate  Judge  of  Pickaway  County.  In  every  position 
he  has  been  called  upon  to  fill  he  has  discharged  every  duty  with  a 
fidelity  that  has  won  the  approval  of  the  people.  Some  years  ago  he 
married  Miss  Norah  L.  Beavers,  of  Commercial  Point.  They  have 
a comfortable  home  and  their  union  was  a happy  one. 


■ 

. 

. 


282 


THE  DEMOCRATIC  PARTY  OF  OHIO 


Hugh  T.  Mulligan,  son  of  John  and  Catherine  (Sheriden) 
Mulligan,  was  born  in  Athens  County,  Ohio,  June  6th,  1873.  His 
early  education  was  obtained  at  Angel  Ridge  country  school  in  Lodi 
Township,  which  he  attended  until  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age.  He 
then  entered  Ohio  University  where  he  studied  for  one  year  when  he 
turned  his  attention  to  farming.  Subsequently  he  was  a cattle  buyer 
for  fifteen  years  and  also  traveled  for  the  McCormick  Harvester  Man- 
ufacturing Company,  of  Parkersburg,  West  Virginia,  for  eighteen 
months. 

Ever  since  he  became  of  age  Sheriff  Mulligan  has  been  active  in 
politics.  He  is  a thorough  Democrat  who  believes  so  sincerely  in  the 
principles  of  his  party  that  he  has  always  been  in  the  forefront  of 
every  political  conflict  and  has  the  reputation  of  being  one  of  the  best 
political  fighters  in  the  state.  In  1901  he  was  clerk  of  the  township 
and  was  elected  without  having  his  name  mentioned  on  the  ticket. 
He  has  been  delegate  to  several  state  conventions  and  has  been  Judge 
of  the  Election  in  his  district  ever  since  he  was  twenty-one  years  old. 
He  has  also  been  Assessor  in  his  township  and  when  first  elected  he 
was  the  youngest  man  ever  elected  to  that  office  in  the  township.  In 
1910  he  was  nominated  for  Sheriff  of  Athens  County  and  was  elected 
by  a flattering  majority,  there  being  only  thirty-one  votes  cast  against 
him  in  his  own  township.  He  is  the  first  Democratic  sheriff  in  Athens 
County  for  a period  of  nearly  forty  years.  His  influence  with  his 
party  is  great  and  his  judgment  is  always  deferred  to.  His  judgment 
in  political  matters  is  very  accurate  and  he  has  never  selected  a man 
for  office  who  has  been  defeated. 

Sheriff  Mulligan’s  father,  John  Mulligan,  was  born  in  Dublin, 
Ireland,  but  came  to  this  country  and  settled  in  Athens  when  about 
five  years  of  age.  He  died  March  15th,  1896.  His  mother,  Cath- 
erine Sheriden,  was  born  in  Canaan  Township,  Athens  County.  She 
died  in  January,  1907.  They  had  eight  children,  all  of  whom  are  in- 
dustrious farmers.  On  January  8th,  1897,  Hugh  T.  Mulligan  mar- 
ried Gertrude  Reeder,  daughter  of  A.  P.  Reeder,  a wealthy  farmer 
of  Lodi  Township.  They  have  five  children,  Bessie,  aged  twelve; 
Audree,  ten;  Jennie,  eight;  James  C.,  six;  Catherine,  four.  Sheriff 
Mulligan  is  a member  of  the  Eagles,  Lodge  No.  529,  Athens,  Ohio, 
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Clayton  A.  McCleary. — None  of  the  younger  members  of 
the  Franklin  County  Bar  have  been  more  successful  in  the  practice  of 
their  profession  than  C.  A.  McCleary,  and  none  are  more  highly 
entitled  to  success.  Mr.  McCleary  was  endowed  by  nature  with  a 
strong  mind  and  a capacity  for  hard  work — the  two  necessary  quali- 
fications for  the  successful  lawyer.  He  has  a thorough  knowledge  of 
the  principles  of  the  law  and  is  always  faithful  to  the  interests  of  his 
clients. 

Mr.  McCleary  was  born  at  Harrisville,  Ohio,  September  24, 
1873.  He  was  educated  in  the  District  School,  and  at  Franklin 
College,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1897.  Having  chosen  the  law 
as  his  life  work,  he  entered  the  law  department  of  the  Ohio  State  Uni- 
versity, and  graduated  in  1900  with  the  degree  of  LL.  B.  In  June 
of  that  year  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  and  entered  upon  the  practice 
of  his  profession  in  Columbus.  He  spent  one  year  in  the  office  of  his 
uncle.  Col.  J.  T.  Holmes,  one  of  the  ablest  lawyers  in  Ohio.  Since 
1902  he  has  practiced  alone  enjoying  a constantly  increasing  clientele. 

In  1906  he  was  married  to  Miss  Maybell  Crawford,  of  Col- 
lumbus. 

Mr.  McCleary  has  always  taken  a deep  and  active  interest  in 
Democratic  politics.  Early  in  his  political  career  he  recognized  the 
fact  that  the  County  Central  Committeeman  is  the  most  important 
part  of  a political  organization — the  connecting  link  between  the  lead- 
ers and  the  workers,  and  in  fact  the  one  who  selects  them  both.  It 
is  a position  which  should  always  be  filled  by  men  of  ability,  hon- 
esty and  enthusiasm.  But  it  is  frequently  difficult  or  impossible,  par- 
ticularly in  the  larger  counties  to  induce  such  men  to  serve  in  this 
capacity,  for  it  is  a position  which  involves  arduous  duties  for  the  per- 
formance of  which  the  committeeman  receives  but  little  credit  and  less 
thanks.  Mr.  McCleary,  however,  did  not  hesitate  to  accept  this  post 
and  was  for  years  one  of  the  most  valued  members  of  the  Franklin 
County  Democratic  Central  Committee.  He  is  usually  chosen  as  a 
delegate  to  the  local  and  state  conventions.  In  every  campaign  he  is 
active  for  the  success  of  the  ticket,  but  has  so  far  refrained  from  pre- 
senting his  own  well  established  claims  fov  political  recognition. 
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James  V.  Hynus  was  born  at  Mt.  Perry,  Perry  County, 
Ohio,  February  27th,  1861.  He  received  his  early  education  in  the 
country  schools  and  through  private  study,  being  his  own  tutor.  He 
was  reared  on  the  farm  and  not  only  worked  upon  the  land,  but  in 
the  mines,  and  his  early  experiences  have  kept  him  a friend  of  Labor 
all  his  life.  But  with  that  lot  he  was  not  content  and  through  per- 
sistent study  he  finally  secured  a teacher’s  certificate  and  was  soon 
able  to  take  a two  years’  course  in  Fairfield  Union  Academy.  He 
taught  six  years  in  the  Somerset  High  School  and  was  elected  Pres- 
ident of  the  County  Teachers’  Institute  and  reelected  in  1901.  In 
1897  he  was  appointed  School  Examiner  and  served  until  1 902.  Dur- 
ing his  incumbency  of  this  office  he  did  a great  deal  toward  raising 
the  standard  of  efficiency  in  the  schools  of  Perry  County. 

Judge  Hynus  has  always  been  a fair  minded  Democrat  and  his 
honesty,  ability  and  public  spirit  have  made  him  many  friends  out- 
side of  his  own  political  party.  He  studied  law  under  Hon.  William 
E.  Finck,  Jr.,  for  five  years  at  Somerset,  and  in  1902  the  Democratic 
Party  put  him  in  nomination  for  the  office  of  Probate  Judge.  He 
was  elected  by  a majority  of  1,638.  He  is  still  holding  that  office, 
having  been  reelected  continuously  since  1902  and  is  now  serving 
his  third  term.  He  is  the  second  Democratic  Probate  Judge  in  Perry 
County  in  a period  of  over  thirty-five  years.  He  has  served  several 
times  on  central  and  executive  committees.  He  was  a member  of 
the  State  Central  Committee  in  1903,  1903  and  1908,  and  of  the 
Executive  Committee  in  1910  for  the  Eleventh  District.  He  has 
been  delegate  to  many  state  conventions  and  was  a member  of  the 
National  Convention  nominating  William  J.  Bryan  in  1900.  It 
is  particularly  worthy  of  note  that  Judge  Hynus  has  the  remarkable 
record  of  never  having  been  defeated,  having  won  in  the  contest  for 
every  public  office  for  which  he  has  been  nominated.  Judge  Hynus 
owes  his  great  popularity  in  the  Democratic  Party  to  the  fact  that  he 
has  always  worked  sincerely  and  ardently  for  the  success  of  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket  in  every  campaign,  in  some  of  which  he  has  taken  a prom- 
inent part.  He  was  delegate  to  both  state  conventions  which  nom- 
inated Judson  Harmon  for  Governor  and  was  one  of  Harmon’s  strong- 
est supporters  in  the  state.  He  was  the  moving  spirit  of  the  campaign 
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in  his  county  in  1910,  producing  a majority  of  325  for  Governor  Har- 
mon and  electing  the  entire  county  ticket,  although  the  county  is  nor- 
mally 800  Republican.  In  that  year  he  took  charge  of  the  campaign 
for  Horatius  C.  Claypool,  Democratic  candidate  for  Congress  in  Per- 
ry County.  In  the  conduct  of  the  Probate  Office  Judge  Hynus  has 
established  a high  reputation  for  legal  knowledge  and  judicial  ability 
and  has  commanded  not  only  the  respect  of » attorneys  and  their  clients, 
but  has  made  himself  a permanent  name  as  a wise  and  honest  judge. 
He  is  a member  of  Elks  Lodge,  No.  509,  New  Lexington,  and  is  Past 
Chancellor  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  He  is  also  a member  of  the 
Red  Men  and  of  the  Maccabees. 

In  1885  Judge  James  V.  Hynus  married  Dora  C.  Russell,  of 
Somerset,  Ohio.  They  have  four  children  living,  namely,  J.  Don- 
ald, Miss  Carmen  M.,  Pauline  and  Eugenie.  J.  Donald  Hynus 
is  a graduate  of  Meredith  Business  College  at  Zanesville.  He  is 
Deputy  Clerk  for  his  father  in  the  Probate  Office  and  is  also  a news- 
paper correspondent.  He  is  a member  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus 
and  is  now  serving  his  second  term  as  State  Treasurer  for  that  body. 
In  June  1911,  he  was  elected  State  Treasurer  of  the  Jurisdiction  of 
the  Catholic  Order  of  Foresters.  Miss  Carmen  M.  Hynus  was  edu- 
cated at  Holy  Trinity,  Somerset,  Ohio,  and  is  stenographer  for  her 
father.  Pauline  and  Eugenie  are  children  in  school. 

John  W.  McBroom  was  born  in  Laurel  Township,  Hocking 
County,  Ohio,  December  9th,  1 856.  He  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  and  at  twenty-one  years  of  age  began  teaching,  which  occupa- 
tion he  followed  for  six  years.  He  was  then  engaged  in  farming  for 
some  time  and  was  elected  Assessor  of  Laurel  Township  for  three 
years.  When  twenty-eight  years  of  age  he  moved  to  Logan  and  was 
engaged  in  the  lumber  business  until  1 898  when  he  became  the  owner 
of  the  Hocking  Falls  Mills.  This  is  the  oldest  mill  in  the  Hocking 
Valley  and  was  built  about  the  year  1818  by  Governor  Thomas 
Worthington  just  after  his  second  term  as  Governor.  The  State  is 
now  contemplating  the  removal  of  the  dam  which  furnishes  the  water 
power  for  this  mill. 
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Mr.  McBroom  has  taken  an  active  part  in  Democratic  politics 
for  many  years  and  has  been  a delegate  to  both  county  and  state  con- 
ventions. He  has  always  declined  proffers  of  office  for  himself,  but 
has  been  a consistent  and  hard  worker  for  party  success.  His  father 
before  him  was  also  a Democrat  and  was  noted  for  his  effective  party 
work. 

In  1877  John  McBroom  married  Lizzie  Krinn,  who  was  also  a 
native  of  Laurel  Township.  They  have  a family  of  seven  children, 
namely:  Will  McBroom,  who  is  bookkeeper  for  the  Gwinn  Milling 
Co.  of  Columbus,  Ohio;  C.  E.  and  A.  R.,  both  of  whom  are  con- 
nected with  their  father’s  milling  business;  John  W.,  Jr.,  a student  in 
the  high  school;  Mrs.  Temon,  Mrs.  Hensel  and  Miss  Minnie  Mc- 
Broom, who  is  a school  teacher. 

J.  SPRIGG  McMahon  was  born  in  the  city  of  Dayton,  Ohio, 
February  8,  1868.  After  passing  through  the  public  schools  he  was 
prepared  for  college  by6  private  tuition  and  entered  Yale  in  1885, 
graduating  in  the  class  of  1889. 

He  studied  law  in  the  office  of  his  father,  that  renowned  lawyer, 
Hon.  John  A.  McMahon,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1891.  In 
January,  1892,  he  became  a partner  with  his  father. 

Mr.  McMahon  has  always  been  a staunch  Democrat  and 
although,  like  his  great  father,  he  has  never  sought  office,  he  has  ren- 
dered services  of  the  most  valuable  kind  to  the  Democracy  of  the 
state.  For  years  he  has  been  a distinct,  if  unobtrusive,  factor  at  state 
conventions,  aiding  in  framing  the  party  policies  and  platforms,  sitting 
at  the  councils  of  the  chiefs  and  delivering  addresses  that  have  won 
him  fame  all  over  the  state.  He  has  been  a delegate  to  every  Demo- 
cratic State  Convention  for  the  last  fifteen  years  and  has  been  a mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  on  Resolutions  at  nearly  all  of  those  conven- 
tions. His  legal  ability  and  educational  attainments  make  him  a most 
valuable  member  of  that  committee. 

Mr.  McMahon  is  a member  of  the  Gem  City  Democratic  Club, 
and  the  only  public  offices  he  has  held  have  been  in  the  city  of  Day- 
ton.  He  served  one  term  on  the  Library  Board  and  was  a member 
of  the  Park  Commission. 
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Michael  Sylvester  Murray,  one  of  the  best  known  lawyers 
and  Democrats  of  central  Ohio  was  born  in  Stokes  Township,  Madi- 
son County,  January  1 st,  1856.  His  parents  were  Martin  and  Bridget 
(Roddy)  Murray,  both  natives  of  Ireland.  Martin  Murray  was  born 
in  1826  and  came  to  America  in  1848.  Bridget  Roddy  came  to  this 
country  in  1850  and  on  July  23,  1853  they  were  married.  Mrs. 
Murray  died  March  15,  1910  but  Martin  Murray  is  still  living  at  the 
advanced  age  of  85  years. 

Michael  S.  Murray  passed  through  the  public  schools,  studied 
one  year  in  Springfield  and  took  a two  years’  course  in  the  National 
Normal  School  at  Lebanon,  Ohio.  At  the  early  age  of  eighteen  he 
began  teaching  school  and  continued  in  that  profession  for  nearly 
seven  years,  during  which  time  he  decided  upon  the  law  as  his  life 
vocation  and  began  studying  to  prepare  himself  for  his  future  pro- 
fession. 

In  October,  1884,  Mr.  Murray  was  admitted  to  the  bar  by  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Ohio  and  immediately  began  the  practice  of  his 
profession,  in  which  he  has  since  been  actively  engaged  and  has  built 
up  a reputation  for  ability  at  the  bar  and  fidelity  to  his  clients  second 
to  none.  He  is  now  senior  member  of  Murary  & Emery  of  London, 
Ohio. 

In  politics  Mr.  Murray  has  always  been  a staunch  and  unwaver- 
ing Democrat,  giving  a steadfast  allegiance  to  his  party,  whatever  its 
vicissitudes  and  never  looking  for  any  recompense  or  political  recog- 
nition. Democratic  nominees  always  received  his  ardent  and  unselfish 
support  and  he  has  been  ever  ready  to  give  his  utmost  aid  to  his  party 
ticket.  His  counsel  and  advice  are  always  sought  in  the  Democratic 
counsels  of  Madison  County.  He  was  City  Solicitor  for  the  city  of 
London  for  nearly  a year  and  served  twelve  years  on  the  County 
Board  of  Elections.  For  two  years  he  was  State  Committeeman  for 
his  district,  and  was  chairman  of  the  Madison  County  Democratic 
Committee  for  ten  years,  from  1888  to  1898.  He  has  been  sent  a 
delegate  to  many  conventions  and  was  a member  of  the  Committee  on 
Resolutions  at  the  State  Convention  which  nominated  James  E.  Camp- 
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bell  for  Governor  in  1 888.  Also,  he  was  alternate  at  the  Democratic 
National  Convention  which  nominated  Grover  Cleveland  for  President 

in  1892. 

Mr.  Murray  takes  a warm  interest  in  the  business  affairs  and 
public  life  of  his  city  and  is  a member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
Public  Library  and  a member  of  the  A.  O.  H.,  and  of  the  London 
Club;  he  is  also  one  of  the  wardens  of  St.  Patrick’s  Church  and  a 
Director  of  the  London  Exchange  Bank  Co. 

Mr.  Murray  has  three  children.  Miss  Mayme  Murray,  Frank 
and  Emmett.  Both  sons  have  taken  up  their  father’s  profession. 
Frank  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1910  and  is  now  associated  with 
his  father  in  business.  Emmett  is  in  his  second  year  at  the  Minne- 
apolis Law  School.  Miss  Mayme  Murray  is  a graduate  of  Cardome 
College  at  Georgetown,  Kentucky. 

CHARLES  Macbeth  was  born  in  Clark  Township,  Brown 
County,  Ohio,  December  9,  1861.  He  received  his  early  education 
in  the  public  schools  and  in  1880  took  up  farming  actively  and  was 
also  engaged  in  the  business  of  raising  live  stock  and  trading  until 
1899.  In  that  year  he  was  appointed  Infirmary  Superintendent  and 
filled  that  office  with  great  acceptability  for  a period  of  nine  years. 
During  that  time  he  was  Deputy  Supervisor  of  Elections  for  four 
years,  namely,  from  1904  to  1908.  In  1908  he  was  elected  Sheriff 
of  Brown  County  on  the  Democratic  ticket.  In  1910  he  was  re- 
elected Sheriff,  and  carried  the  county  by  a majority  larger  than  either 
Bryan  or  Harmon.  He  has  always  been  an  active  Democrat,  has 
taken  a prominent  part  in  the  affairs  of  the  county  and  is  at  present 
Treasurer  of  the  county  executive  committee.  He  is  a splendid  or- 
ganizer and  to  his  ability  and  work  is  largely  due  the  very  gratifying 
Democratic  majorities  in  Brown  County  in  recent  years.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Odd  Fellows  and  has  held  several  chairs  in  the  lodge. 

In  1892  Charles  Macbeth  married  Effie  McGohan  and  they 
have  a family  of  three  children,  namely,  Mildred,  Mabel  and  Her- 
bert. 
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Charles  A.  Morelock  was  born  at  Plain  City,  Union 
County  Ohio,  February  14,  1863.  When  he  was  very  young  his 
parents  moved  to  Marysville  where  he  attended  the  common  and 
high  schools  until  1881  when  he  went  to  Europe.  Returning  home 
he  re-entered  the  high  school  where  he  studied  during  1 882  and  1 883, 
after  which  he  took  up  the  occupation  of  farming  and  also  became  a 
dealer  in  live  stock  and  an  importer  of  horses., 

Mr.  Morelock  comes  of  Democratic  stock  and  has  always  been 
an  active  Democrat.  He  has  been  township  trustee,  has  been  a mem- 
ber of  the  County  Executive  Committee  for  a number  of  years  and 
was  a delegate  to  the  State  Convention  of  1908.  In  1910  he  was 
placed  upon  the  Democratic  ticket  for  Auditor,  without  any  solicita- 
tion on  his  part  and  was  elected  by  a majority  of  1300,  which  at  a 
moderate  estimate,  was  a gain  of  2500  over  the  normal  Democratic 
vote.  Mr.  Morelock  is  not  only  an  able  man  but  enjoys  the  confi- 
dence of  all  who  know  him,  which  is  evidenced  by  the  support  he 
received  in  his  contest  for  the  office  of  Auditor. 

In  1889  Charles  A.  Morelock  married  Eva,  daughter  of  the  late 
Rev.  Henry  Ferris  of  Columbus.  They  have  one  son,  Asa  More- 
lock, who  was  educated  at  Ohio  State  University,  became  a me- 
chanical engineer  and  is  now  a superintendent  of  construction.  Mr. 
Morelock’s  father,  J.  J.  Morelock,  was  born  in  Maryland  of  German 
ancestry,  in  1 835  and  died  in  1 898.  He  came  to  Union  County  in 
the  50’s  where  he  was  a tanner  by  trade.  He  was  a staunch  Demo- 
crat and  was  never  an  office  seeker,  yet  was  elected  councilman  and 
held  township  offices.  He  married  Candace  Converse,  who  was 
born  in  1839  and  is  still  living.  Charles  A.  Morelock  is  a member 
of  the  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 

WILLIAM  F.  Maag  was  born  in  Ebingen,  Wuertemberg,  Ger- 
many, February  28,  1850.  He  was  educated  in  Germany  and  also 
learned  the  trade  of  printer  in  his  native  country.  In  1867  he  came 
to  America  and  settled  first  at  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  where  he 
worked  for  a time  on  the  Daily  Herald.  After  spending  a few 
years  in  Milwaukee  he  moved  to  Watertown,  Wisconsin,  where  he 

remained  a short  time  and  then  located  ir  Ft.  Wayne,  Indiana,  in 
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1871.  In  Ft.  Wayne  he  took  a position  on  the  Indiana  Staats-Zeitung 
and  remained  with  that  paper  until  1875  when  he  moved  to  Youngs- 
town, Ohio,  where  he  has  since  resided.  When  he  came  to  Youngs- 
town he  purchased  the  Youngstown  Rundschau , a publication  which 
is  still  regarded  as  the  leading  German  newspaper  in  northeastern 
Ohio  and  western  Pennsylvania. 

In  1887  Mr.  Maag  purchased  the  Youngstown  Vindicator  and 
in  1888  formed  a partnership  with  the  late  John  M.  Webb,  one  of 
the  pioneer  newspaper  men  of  the  state.  In  1 889  Mr.  Maag  organ- 
ized the  stock  company  known  as  the  Vindicator  Printing  Company, 
of  which  he  is  business  manager  and  treasurer.  The  Vindicator  is 
the  leading  Democratic  paper  of  northeastern  Ohio. 

Mr.  Maag  has  always  been  a Democrat  and  takes  a keen  inter- 
est in  the  success  of  the  party  every  day  in  the  year.  In  June,  1901, 
he  was  nominated  for  Representative  from  Mahoning  County  to  the 
State  Legislature  and  was  elected  by  a majority  of  643,  although 
Governor  Nash  (Republican)  received  a majority  in  that  county  erf 
2084.  In  1912  he  was  elected  presidential  elector  on  the  Democratic 
ticket  for  the  eighteenth  Ohio  district.  These  facts  show  the  appre- 
ciation in  which  Mr.  Maag  is  held  in  Mahoning  County. 

In  1872  Mr.  Maag  married  Elizabeth  Ducasse  of  Watertown, 
Wisconsin.  He  has  three  children.  Mrs.  Maag  died  in  1909  and 
a daughter  in  July,  1912. 

THOMAS  J.  Mulcahy,  son  of  John  and  Margaret  (Maker) 
Mulcahy,  was  born  at  Rosedale,  Madison  County,  Ohio,  March 
21st,  1865.  When  he  was  ten  years  of  age  his  parents  moved  to 
Union  County  and  there  he  received  his  early  education  in  the  public 
schools,  studying  until  he  was  able  to  secure  a teacher’s  certificate, 
and  then  adopted  the  profession  for  a time.  While  teaching  he  stud- 
ied law  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1889.  He  then  settled  in 
Napoleon,  Henry  County,  where  he  has  since  been  actively  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  his  profession.  He  went  to  Napoleon  unknown  and 
has  become  one  of  the  most  prominent  members  of  the  bar  of  Henry 
County. 
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Mr.  Mulcahy  has  always  been  an  active  member  of  the  Demo- 
cratic Party.  While  in  Union  County  he  served  on  committees  and 
was  a delegate  to  the  state  convention  in  1893.  In  Henry  County  he 
has  been  Clerk  of  the  Election  Board,  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace 
from  1903  to  1907  and  was  secretary  to  the  Henry  County  Execu- 
tive Committee  during  the  Pattison  campaign.  In  1 898  he  was  elected 
Prosecuting  Attorney  for  Henry  County  and  was  reelected  in  1910. 
He  is  now  serving  in  his  second  term  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  best 
Prosecuting  Attorneys  the  county  ever  had. 

JOHN  McSweeney,  one  of  the  best  known  lawyers  in  the  state 
of  Ohio,  was  born  in  Wayne  County,  in  1863.  He  was  educated  at 
Warren,  Ohio,  and  the  Boston  University  Law  School.  He  gradu- 
ated in  law  in  1879  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  the  same  year. 
Immediately  after  his  admission  he  began  the  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion in  Wooster,  Ohio,  where  he  still  resides  and  where  he  has  built 
up  an  enviable  reputation  both  as  a counselor  and  advocate. 

Mr.  McSweeney  is  a Democrat  of  Democrats  and  his  legal 
ability  and  strong  mentality  have  made  him  a prominent  figure  in  his 
party  in  Wayne  County.  In  1879,  when  only  twenty-three  years  of 
age,  he  was  elected  City  Solicitor  and  held  that  office  until  1 882  when 
he  resigned  to  accept  the  nomination  for  Prosecuting  Attorney,  to 
which  office  he  was  elected  and  reelected,  serving  eight  years  in  all, 
from  1882  until  1890.  He  has  been  a delegate  to  nearly  every  state 
convention  for  many  years  and  was  a delegate  to  the  Democratic 
National  Convention  of  1892  at  Chicago,  which  nominated  Grover 
Cleveland  for  his  second  presidential  aterm. 

John  McSweeney’s  father  was  also  named  John  McSweeney. 
He  was  born  on  the  ocean  in  1 824  while  his  parents  were  coming  to 
America  from  Ireland.  He  married  Catherine  Rex,  who  was  born 
at  Kenton,  Ohio,  in  1829.  In  1884  John  McSweeney  married  Ada 
Mullins.  They  have  three  sons,  Rex,  James  and  John,  Jr.  Mr. 
McSweeney  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  and  the  St.  James  Church,  in  which  he  takes  a great  interest 
and  towards  which  he  is  very  generous  in  every  way. 
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LEONARD  Marker  was  born  near  the  city  of  Dayton,  Mont- 
gomery County,  Ohio,  June  9,  1846.  When  he  was  five  years  of  age 
his  father  moved  to  near  Versailles  where  Leonard  received  his  early 
education.  When  twenty-one  he  engaged  in  the  furniture,  carpet  and 
undertaking  business  at  Versailles,  in  which  business  he  is  still  engaged. 

Mr.  Marker  is  a Democrat  not  only  by  conviction  but  by  he- 
redity, for  he  came  of  a Democratic  family.  There  are  sixty  markers 
on  the  voters  list  of  Darke  County  and  every  one  of  them  is  a Demo- 
crat. Mr.  Marker  has  always  taken  an  active  part  in  local  politics,  has 
been  a staunch  campaign  worker  and  has  held  not  a few  public  offices. 
He  has  been  township  clerk,  assessor,  corporation  clerk,  member  of 
the  council,  member  of  the  board  of  health  and  chief  of  the  Versailles 
fire  department,  holding  the  last  named  position  for  thirty  years.  He 
has  served  as  a member  of  the  central  committee  and  has  been  delegate 
to  many  Democratic  conventions.  He  is  a member  of  Versailles 
Lodge  No.  285  F.  & A.  M.,  Lodge  No.  286  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  has 
been  through  all  the  chairs.  He  is  also  a member  of  Enterprise  Lodge 
No.  215  Knights  of  Pythias. 

Mr.  Marker’s  parents  were  Raymond  J.  and  Elizabeth  (Baugh- 
man) Marker.  Raymond  J.  Marker  held  several  offices  during  his 
life  and  was  Justice  of  the  Peace  at  the  time  of  his  death  in  1 855.  He 
was  a charter  member  of  the  Versailles  Lodge  No.  286  I.  O.  O.  F. 
On  April  1,  1869,  Leonard  Marker  married  E.  Gertie  Reed.  James 
R.  Marker,  the  present  State  Highway  Commissioner,  is  their  son  and 
he  received  his  appointment  from  Governor  Harmon.  He  has  held 
several  other  offices,  among  them  that  of  County  Surveyor  for  Darke 
County. 

Albe  Moe  was  born  in  Lorain  County,  Ohio,  May  22nd, 
1840.  Until  the  age  of  nineteen  he  attended  school  in  the  old  log 
schoolhouse  a few  months  each  year  at  Avon  and  Bridgeville,  and 
then  for  two  years  worked  on  a farm.  In  1861  he  joined  the  army 
as  a member  of  the  Quartermaster’s  department,  with  which  he  re- 
mained through  the  operations  of  the  army  in  Virginia.  In  1865  he 
returned  to  Galion,  where  for  ten  years  he  conducted  a cafe,  and 
then  for  fifteen  years  was  engaged  in  the  real  estate  business. 
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Mr.  Moe  has  always  been  a steadfast  and  loyal  Democrat,  and 
while  serving  as  Land  Appraiser  in  1890,  was  elected  Mayor  of 
Galion,  and  before  his  mayoralty  term  had  expired  was  elected 
County  Commissioner.  For  the  past  eight  years  he  has  been  a mem- 
ber of  the  Board  of  Review.  He  has  always  been  an  active  worker 
for  the  Democratic  Party  and  has  attended  many  conventions. 

On  January  2nd,  1869,  Albe  Moe  married  Sarah  C.,  daughter 
of  David  and  Leah  Blozier.  She  was  one  of  a family  of  eleven 
children  and  was  born  December  25th,  1843.  Her  parents  were  of 
German  extraction.  They  came  from  Pennsylvania  to  Crawford 
County,  Ohio,  during  pioneer  days  and  the  family  had  always  been 
Democratic.  Mrs.  Moe,  like  her  husband,  is  well  posted  on  political 
affairs,  and  is  always  cheered  by  the  thought  that  she  may  live  to  see 
another  Democratic  President.  Mr.  Moe’s  father  was  Husted  Moe, 
a pioneer  tavern  keeper  of  French  Creek,  Lorain  County.  He  mar- 
ried Hannah,  daughter  of  Isaac  Moe,  of  New  York  State.  Although 
the  families  were  of  the  same  name,  and  both  of  German  extraction, 
they  were  not  related.  She  was  the  mother  of  five  children,  all  of 
whom  are  dead,  excepting  Peary  Moe,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  Albe 
Moe.  One  brother,  George,  was  killed  in  the  Civil  War.  Albe 
Moe’s  ancestors  came  from  the  north  of  France,  settled  in  Vermont, 
moved  to  New  York  state  and  finally  settled  in  Ohio.  The  original 
name  was  De  Moe,  but  was  shortened  to  Moe  after  the  family  had 
resided  in  America  some  time. 

WASHINGTON  McLean,  who  was  long  known  in  Ohio  as  the 
“Warwick  of  the  Democracy,”  was  one  of  the  great  men  this  state  has 
produced.  He  founded  a great  newspaper,  directed  and  led  a great 
party  in  the  state  and  established  a family  name  that  will  remain  per- 
manently in  American  history. 

Washington  McLean  was  born  in  Cincinnati  in  the  year  1816. 
He  was  of  Scotch  descent,  as  his  name  indicates,  and  possessed  to  a 
high  degree  the  sterling  qualities  of  mind  for  which  that  race  is  noted. 

Early  in  his  career  he  became  interested  in  the  manufacture  of 
iron,  and  its  various  products  then  in  demand  in  the  rapidly  developing 
Ohio  Valley,  but  he  was  not  destined  to  remain  long  in  that  business. 
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From  his  earliest  days  he  was  a student  of  history,  political  econ- 
omy, and  the  politics  of  the  United  States  from  its  beginning  as  a na- 
tion, and  as  a young  man  he  began  to  take  an  active  part  in  the  po- 
litical affairs  of  his  state  and  of  the  republic. 

It  is  said  that  before  he  was  35  years  of  age  he  knew  every  in- 
fluential politician  in  the  States  of  Ohio,  Kentucky  and  Indiana,  and 
many  of  those  who  were  potent  factors  in  national  affairs  that  resided 
in  other  States  of  the  Union. 

At  the  age  of  thirty-four  he  purchased  an  interest  in  the  Enquirer 
of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  became  a member  of  the  firm  of  Faran  & 
McLean.  The  Enquirer  was  then  the  principal  organ  of  the  Demo- 
cratic Party  West  of  the  Alleghenies.  For  twenty-five  years  he  was  the 
controlling  spirit  of  the  paper  which  steadily  grew  in  circulation  and 
prestige.  At  the  same  time  his  influence  became  very  great  in  the 
political  affairs  of  Ohio  and  the  nation.  He  was  a leader  in  the  true 
sense  of  the  word  and  although  he  was  called  the  “Warwick  of  the 
Democracy,”  who  could  make  and  unmake,  nobody  ever  referred  to 
him  as  a political  boss.  For  forty  years  he  was  the  foremost  Demo- 
crat of  Ohio  and  one  of  the  most  influential  politicians  in  the  United 
States. 

His  advice  was  sought  and  his  sound  political  and  financial  judg- 
ment was  recognized  by  the  greatest  statesmen  and  financiers  of  the 
country. 

In  1882  Washington  McLean  moved  to  Washington,  D.  C., 
having  relinquished  his  interests  in  the  Enquirer  to  his  son,  John  R. 
McLean.  In  the  national  capital  he  made  large  investments  in  real 
estate  with  that  clear-sightedness  which  had  made  him  so  successful 
in  both  business  and  politics.  He  died  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  De- 
cember 8,  1 890,  at  the  age  of  seventy-four.  His  entire  life  was  one 
of  successful  activities. 

JAMES  P.  Madigan  was  born  in  Ireland,  in  the  year  1 860,  but 
came  to  America  when  yet  a boy  an  was  educated  at  St.  Mary’s  In- 
stitute, Dayton,  Ohio.  He  settled  in  Cleveland,  became  identified 
with  the  Democratic  Party  and  served  as  public  accountant  for  a num- 
ber of  years  prior  to  1901  when  he  was  appointed  Director  of  Ac- 
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counts  by  Mayor  Johnson.  Two  years  later  he  was  elected  City 
Auditor  and  in  1905  was  elected  County  Treasurer,  taking  office  in 
the  fall  of  1906.  Mr.  Madigan  was  a member  of  the  Democratic 
state  central  committee  from  1902  to  1906  and  acted  as  secretary  of 
the  committee  during  those  years.  In  1903  he  was  treasurer  of  the 
state  executive  committee,  and  from  1901  to  1911  was  treasurer  of 
the  Cuyahoga  County  executive  committee.  During  that  time  he  was 
also  a member  of  the  finance  committee  and  was  the  man  who  was 
depended  upon  to  raise  the  sinews  of  war.  He  resigned  that  office  in 
1911  when  he  was  appointed  Auditor  of  the  Tax  Commission  of 
Ohio.  He  was  a delegate  to  the  Democratic  National  Convention  at 
St.  Louis  in  1904.  Mr.  Madigan  is  widely  known  and  greatly  es- 
teemed by  Democrats  all  over  the  state. 


JOSEPH  J.  Mooney  was  born  at  St.  Mary’s,  Auglaize  County, 
Ohio,  April  9,  1867,  and  has  been  a resident  of  the  city  of  Toledo 
since  1899.  He  is  one  of  the  prominent  and  most  widely  known  in- 
surance men  in  the  state.  For  fifteen  years  he  has  been  a director  of 
the  Michigan  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Co.,  and  for  the  past  five  years 
has  been  State  Agent  for  that  company.  His  father  before  him  rep- 
resented this  company  in  Ohio  and  was  one  of  the  most  successful  in- 
surance men  of  the  state  during  the  latter  part  of  the  nineteenth 
century. 

Joseph  J.  Mooney  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  of  the  liberal 
Democrats  of  Toledo  and  was  one  of  the  leaders  in  the  independent 
movement  that  resulted  in  the  election,  first  of  Mayor  Jones  and  then 
of  Brand  Whitlock.  Before  coming  to  Toledo  he  had  begun  to  take 
an  active  part  in  public  affairs  and  was  a member  of  the  city  council 
of  St.  Mary’s,  his  native  place.  In  1905  Mr.  Mooney  was  honored 
with  the  nomination  on  the  Independent  ticket  for  State  Senator  from 
the  Thirty-fourth  Senatorial  District,  but  the  ticket  failed  to  win.  He 
was  made  a member  of  the  Board  of  Public  Safety  for  the  city  of 
Toledo  in  April,  1906,  and  in  1909  was  appointed  Director  of  Public 
Safety,  an  office  which  he  still  occupies  and  conducts  with  a view  to 
the  highest  reputation  of  Toledo,  both  at  heme  and  abroad. 
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Judge  Clarence  Murphy  was  bom  September  19,  1862, 
at  Princeton,  Butler  County,  Ohio,  and  began  his  collegiate  education 
at  Ohio  Wesleyan  College,  where  he  studied  for  two  years.  He  then 
took  a course  in  DePauw  University  at  Greencastle,  Indiana,  and 
graduated  in  the  class  of  1886.  In  1888  he  entered  the  Cincinnati 
Law  School  and  after  graduating  in  the  Spring  of  1889  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar.  In  1 890  he  began  the  practice  of  law  in  Hamilton, 
Ohio,  and  so  quickly  did  he  distinguish  himself  in  his  profession  that 
he  was  nominated  by  the  Democratic  Party  for  Probate  Judge  in 
1893,  and  was  elected  in  November  of  that  year.  He  took  office  in 
February,  1894,  was  reelected  in  1896  and  served  until  1900.  In 
November,  1906,  he  was  elected  Common  Pleas  Judge,  took  office 
February  9,  1907,  and  is  still  acting  in  that  capacity,  as  his  term  does 
not  expire  until  1913.  He  was  a member  of  the  Board  of  Public 
Safety  from  1893  until  1907  when  he  resigned. 

Although  not  an  obtrusive  politician,  for  he  is  a firm  advocate  of 
the  severance  of  judicial  and  political  affairs.  Judge  Murphy  has  al- 
ways been  a Democrat.  He  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  finest  judicial 
minds  in  the  state,  and  is  as  highly  respected  as  a jurist  as  he  is  popu- 
lar as  a citizen. 

Judge  Murphy  is  Past  Exalted  Ruler  of  Hamilton  Lodge  No. 
93,  B.  P.  O.  E.,  and  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity  and  also 
of  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  He  is  a director  of  the  Union  Central  Life 
Insurance  Company  of  Cincinnati,  and  vice-president  of  the  Hamil- 
ton Dime  Savings  Bank  Company. 

On  October  19,  1892,  Judge  Murphy  married  Lutie  Sohngen. 
They  have  two  children,  Marian  E.  and  Louise  S. 

Senator  Peter  Murphy,  father  of  Judge  Murphy  was  a native 
of  Butler  County  and  was  born  in  1 820.  He  was  an  oldtime  Demo- 
cratic leader  and  represented  the  Second  Senatorial  District  in  the 
State  Senate  in  1871  and  1872.  He  was  a public  spirited  man  and 
helped  to  organize  the  Miami  Valley  National  Bank  in  1888  and 
was  the  first  president  of  that  institution,  holding  the  office  from  the 
establishment  of  the  bank  until  his  death  in  1896.  He  married  Cy- 
rena  Van  Gorden,  who  died  in  1892. 
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Judge  Murphy’s  grandfather,  Cornelius  Murphy,  was  born  in 
Kentucky  in  1875.  His  great-grandfather  was  a native  of  Ireland 
who  emigrated  to  America  and  settled  in  Kentucky.  In  1880  he 
moved  into  Butler  County,  Ohio,  and  settled  on  a farm.  The  family 
is  one  of  the  oldest  in  the  state. 

J.  B.  MAURER,  one  of  the  leading  business  men  of  Celina  and 
one  of  the  active  Democrats  of  Mercer  County,  was  born  in  Tuscara- 
was County,  Ohio,  December  27,  1856.  He  was  reared  on  the  farm 
and  attended  the  common  schools  until  eighteen  years  of  age,  when  he 
began  teaching,  in  which  he  was  engaged  for  three  years.  During 
that  time  he  also  took  a course  in  the  Normal  School  at  Smithville. 
In  1879  he  settled  in  Mercer  County  and  farmed  for  four  years  af- 
ter which  he  embarked  in  the  hardware  business  in  Celina  and  is  still 
identified  with  that  business  under  the  name  of  Donard  & Maurer. 

Mr.  Maurer  has  long  been  intimately  associated  with  the  public 
affairs  of  Celina  and  Mercer  County  and  is  conspicuously  identified 
with  the  Democratic  Party.  He  served  two  terms  as  Treasurer  of 
Jefferson  Township  in  which  Celina  is  located.  He  has  been  a mem- 
ber of  the  School  Board  for  twenty  years  and  has  served  on  the 
County  Central  Committee  for  many  years.  In  1 892  he  was  elected 
Mayor  of  Celina  and  has  been  a Notary  Public  since  1893.  While 
Jefferson  Township  is  the  only  Republican  township  in  the  county 
he  is  at  present  one  of  the  foremost  candidates  for  County  Auditor. 
Mr.  Maurer  has  long  been  a notable  member  of  all  Democratic  con- 
ventions from  county  to  state,  has  the  confidence  of  the  state  leaders 
and  a voice  in  the  councils  of  his  party. 

In  1880  J.  B.  Maurer  married  Callie  M.,  daughter  of  Henry 
and  Barbara  Hogloch  of  Tuscarawas  County,  and  they  have  a family 
of  nine  children,  eight  of  whom  are  living.  Mr.  Maurer’s  father  was 
one  of  the  old  time  Democrats  of  Tuscarawas  County.  He  died  in 
his  seventy-seventh  year  in  August,  1901.  He  married  Margaret 
Baad  who  is  seventy-five  years  of  age  and  living  at  Bolivar,  Ohio. 
She  is  the  mother  of  eleven  children.  Mr.  J.  B.  Maurer  is  a member 
of  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  Trustee 
and  Class  Leader  of  the  Methodist  Church,  Celina,  Ohio. 
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Hon.  C.  E.  McBride  was  born  in  Richland,  County,  Ohio, 
August  1 1th,  1858,  and  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  and  at 
Wooster  University.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  March  7th,  1882, 
and  has  been  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  in  Mansfield  ever  since. 
In  1 893  he  was  elected  to  the  Ohio  Legislature  and  was  reelected  in 
1895,  serving  four  years  in  all.  During  his  first  term  he  served  on 
three  House  committees,  namely.  Taxation,  Corporation  and  Prisons; 
and  during  his  second  term  he  served  on  the  Judicial,  Taxation  and 
Roads  Committees.  During  his  first  term  he  introduced  and  secured 
the  passage  of  the  Jury  law,  of  which  he  was  the  author,  and  at  the 
beginning  of  his  second  term  was  the  minority  candidate  for  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Representatives.  Mr.  McBride  was  a member  of 
the  Mansfield  Board  of  Education  for  six  years,  was  a member  of  the 
Ohio  Centennial  Commission  and  was  appointed  by  Governor  Bush- 
nell  as  a Democrat  in  a Republican  district.  He  was  appointed  by 
the  Supreme  Court  to  examine  law  students  for  admission  to  the  bar 
and  filled  that  position  for  four  years. 

Mr.  McBride’s  father  was  Union  McBride,  who  was  born  in 
Richland  County  in  1830.  His  mother’s  maiden  name  was  Nancy  J. 
Smart.  She  was  born  in  Richland  County  in  1833.  On  August 
29th,  1879,  C.  E.  McBride  married  Minnie  Rhodes,  who  died  De- 
cember 1 1th,  1900,  leaving  two  daughters,  Winona  J.  and  Ethel  F. 
On  January  2nd,  1911,  Mr.  McBride  married  Frances  C.  English. 

CLEMENT  L.  Martzolff  was  born  in  Perry  County,  Ohio, 
November  25,  1869.  His  parents  were  Jacob  and  Caroline  (Koch- 
ensparger)  Martzolff.  They  were  Lutherans  of  German  descent, 
their  ancestors  being  natives  of  Alsace.  Clement  L.  Martzolff  re- 
ceived his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  and  through  private 
study  and  began  teaching  at  the  age  of  nineteen.  He  taught  school 
for  fifteen  years  and  attended  universities  as  he  could  from  time  to 
time.  He  was  Superintendent  of  schools  in  New  Lexington  for  four 
years  and  also  of  the  Junction  City  schools.  In  pursuing  the  higher 
studies  he  began  with  a course  in  the  Capital  University  at  Columbus 
and  then  spent  some  time  at  Harvard.  He  finished  his  course  at  the 
Ohio  University  at  Athens  and  was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1907. 
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Immediately  after  graduating  he  accepted  a position  in  his  Alma 
Mater  as  Professor  of  History  and  Alumni  Secretary  and  is  still  con- 
nected with  the  University  in  those  capacities. 

Professor  Martzolff  has  taken  a very  active  part  in  the  politics 
of  Perry  County.  Not  only  has  he  been  chairman  of  the  County 
Committee  but  has  served  on  the  County  Central  Committee  and.  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  and  has  been  a delegate  on  many  occasions  to 
State  and  Senatorial  Conventions.  He  served  four  years  on  the  Elec- 
tion Board  and  was  County  Examiner  of  Schools.  He  has  been  a 
worker  for  the  Party  from  Primaries  to  Conventions.  He  campaigned 
for  William  Jennings  Bryan  in  1896  and  has  done  much  effective 
speaking  in  different  campaigns  since  that  time.  When  Governor 
Harmon  appointed  a special  commission  to  locate  two  Normal  Schools 
Professor  Martzolff  was  made  chairman  of  the  commission  which 
located  one  school  at  Bowling  Green  and  another  at  Kent.  His  in- 
timate experience  with  politics  together  with  his  fine  education  and 
high  character  gives  his  political  advice  great  weight  with  all  who 
know  him.  Since  taking  up  his  duties  in  connection  with  the  Ohio 
University  he  has  not  been  as  active  in  politics  as  formerly  but  still 
takes  a keen  interest  in  the  success  of  the  Democratic  Party. 

Edward  Eldridge  Moore  was  born  in  Perry  County,  Ohio, 
in  July,  1857.  He  attended  the  common  schools  at  New  Lexington 
until  thirteen  years  of  age,  when  he  took  employment  in  a local  bakery 
and  continued  in  that  business  for  some  time,  finally  starting  an  es- 
tablishment on  his  own  account.  He  moved  to  Richwood,  Ohio,  in 
1886  and  in  1889  engaged  in  the  bakery  and  restaurant  business 
which  he  has  successfully  conducted  for  twenty-three  years. 

Mr.  E.  E.  Moore  has  been  a member  of  the  County  Central 
Committee  for  twelve  years  and  of  the  Executive  Committee  for  two 
terms.  For  twenty  years  he  has  been  a regular  delegate  to  county 
conventions  and  has  attended  many  state,  congressional  and  judicial 
conventions.  The  Democrats  have  placed  him  on  the  county  ticket  for 
sheriff  and  also  for  treasurer  and  in  both  instances  he  was  successful  in 
cutting  down  the  normal  Republican  majority  of  1600  to  500.  He  is 
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now  serving  his  third  term  as  corporation  treasurer.  He  is  a hard 
worker  for  party  interests,  a good  organizer  and  a strong  campaigner. 

On  November  28,  1883,  E.  E.  Moore  married  Miss  Nellie, 
daughter  of  J.  E.  and  Mariah  Davis  of  New  Lexington.  His  wife 
died  in  1896,  leaving  two  children,  Huston  and  Miss  Katherine  Marie 
Moore.  Mr.  Moore’s  parents  were  George  White  and  Harriet 
(Richards)  Moore,  both  natives  of  Perry  County.  George  White 
Moore  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  that  county  and  was  widely  known 
to  Democrats  throughout  the  state.  He  served  two  terms  as  Recorder 
and  was  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  twenty  years.  He  died  October  21 , 
1890,  and  his  wife,  July  21,  1909.  Mr.  E.  E.  Moore  is  a member  of 
the  Blue  Lodge,  Commandery,  Chapter  and  Shrine  in  the  Masonic 
Fraternity  and  also  of  the  B.  P.  O.  E.  He  is  a big  hearted,  charitable 
man  and  is  greatly  respected  because  of  his  high  character  in  both  bus- 
iness and  private  life. 

FRANK  B.  Niles,  one  of  the  best  known  Democrats  of  Ohio, 
was  born  at  Urbana,  Champaign  County,  Ohio,  November  22,  1866, 
and  was  graduated  from  Urbana  University  in  1886,  before  he  was 
twenty  years  of  age.  In  that  year  he  settled  in  Toledo.  He  is  a 
gentleman  farmer  and  owns  a large  farm  in  Lucas  County,  but  divides 
his  time  between  his  farm  and  his  Toledo  office. 

Mr.  Niles  has  long  been  a conspicuous  figure  in  northwestern 
Ohio.  He  began  to  take  an  active  interest  in  politics  in  1896  when 
he  supported  William  Jennings  Bryan  for  the  Presidency,  and  since 
that  time  has  always  been  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Great  Com- 
moner. In  1896  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Legislature  and  became 
a factor  in  state  politics,  but  declined  a renomination.  He  was  nomi- 
nated for  Lieutenant-Governor  in  1903,  and  became  the  running 
mate  of  Tom  L.  Johnson  when  he  made  his  fight  for  the  gubernatorial 
chair.  In  1908  Mr.  Niles  was  the  contesting  delegate  to  the  Na- 
tional Convention  at  Denver  but  was  not  seated,  although  the  con- 
test was  one  of  the  most  interesting  that  came  before  that  convention. 
Mr.  Niles  is  known  to  hosts  of  Democrats  throughout  Ohio  and  is 
universally  respected.  He  came  of  a Democratic  family,  both  his 
father  and  grandfather  before  him  having  been  active  Democrats. 
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CHARLES  F.  Matthew  was  born  at  Scipio,  Seneca  County, 
Ohio,  July  3rd,  1854,  but  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Bucyrus, 
to  which  place  his  parents  moved  in  I860.  In  1869  he  became  a 
clerk  in  the  mercantile  business  with  the  father  of  Judge  Schabus, 
and  a year  later  took  up  the  printing  business  but  finally  returned  to 
clerking.  In  1879  he  embarked  in  the  furniture  and  undertaking 
business,  which  he  conducted  until  1896,  when  he  was  appointed 
Deputy  Recorder  under  H.  S.  Z.  Matthias.  He  was  Deputy  Re- 
corder until  1902,  when  he  was  elected  Recorder.  In  1905  he  was 
reelected  and  served  until  the  beginning  of  1909,  when  he  embarked 
in  the  insurance  business  as  a partner  in  the  firm  of  Lewis  & Matthew. 

Mr.  Matthew  is  one  of  the  hard  working,  earnest  Democrats  of 
Crawford  County.  He  has  served  on  the  county  central  committee 
for  years  and  has  frequently  been  delegate  to  state,  congressional 
and  judicial  conventions.  He  is  a prominent  member  of  the  Bryan 
Club  of  Crawford  County  and  was  twice  elected  City  Recorder  as 
has  been  noted. 

In  1877  Charles  F.  Matthew  married  Kate  B.,  daughter  of 
Adam  Schack  of  Wilcox,  Pa.  They  have  two  children,  Mrs.  Dr. 
F.  C.  McGaughey  and  Fred  A.  Matthew,  who  is  a very  successful 
mining  man,  and  is  manager  for  the  Heines  Consolidated  Mining 
Company  of  Mexico.  Mr.  Matthew’s  father,  Charles  M.  Matthew, 
came  to  America  from  Prussia  in  1847.  His  mother,  Margaret,  emi- 
grated from  Bavaria  in  the  40’s.  They  were  married  in  1853. 

C.  H.  Nuhn  was  born  on  a farm  in  Vermilion  Township,  Ohio, 
October  23,  1873,  being  one  of  a family  of  nine  children  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Conrad  Nuhn.  After  attending  the  District  School,  at 
about  the  age  of  fifteen  years  he  moved  with  his  parents  to  Vermilion, 
Ohio,  where  he  attended  the  High  School  and  the  High  School  at 
Florence,  Ohio,  under  that  noted  educator,  Mr.  Job  Fish.  He  then 
taught  school  and  spent  his  spare  time  working  in  a drug  store  and 
attended  the  Ohio  Northern  University  at  Ada,  Ohio,  where  he  grad- 
uated in  the  Pharmaceutical  Department  in  1 897,  after  which  he  took 
the  examination  before  the  Ohio  State  Board  of  Pharmacy  and  was 
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registered  as  a Pharmacist.  He  then  engaged  in  the  drug  business  at 
Vermilion,  Ohio,  which  store  he  has  conducted  successfully  for  the 
past  twelve  years. 

The  first  office  that  he  held  was  Clerk  of  the  Board  of  Health, 
of  Vermilion,  Ohio,  since  which  time  he  has  held  the  following  offices 
in  the  village:  Village  Clerk  from  1902  to  1911,  member  of  the 

Board  of  Education  from  1905  to  1910,  President  of  the  Board  of 
Education  and  Secretary  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce.  He  was 
elected  Treasurer  of  Erie  County  at  the  election,  November,  1910, 
and  is  now  serving  his  first  term  as  County  Treasurer. 

He  was  united  in  marriage  January  6,  1903,  to  Lydia  Fischer, 
youngest  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nicholas  Fischer.  They  have 
three  children.  Perry  Fischer  Nuhn,  seven  years;  Alice  Mae  Nuhn, 
five  years,  and  Marie  Eloise  Nuhn,  two  years  of  age. 

Mr.  Nuhn  has  been  active  in  politics  for  several  years,  having 
been  a delegate  to  the  Democratic  State  Conventions  and  other  con- 
ventions, besides  taking  an  active  part  in  the  welfare  of  his  community. 
He  received  the  largest  vote  from  his  home  community  for  County 
Treasurer  that  has  ever  been  received  there  by  any  candidate  for 
any  office. 

H.  H.  NEWELL,  son  of  Charles  and  Nellie  (Van  Horn)  New- 
ell, was  born  in  Mifflin  Township,  Wyandot  County,  Ohio,  in  1867. 
After  receiving  a public  school  education  he  began  teaching  and  while 
teaching  took  up  the  study  of  law.  During  1888  and  1889  he  at- 
tended the  Law  School  of  the  Ohio  Northern  University  at  Ada, 
Ohio,  and  was  duly  admitted  to  the  bar. 

Mr.  Newell  has  not  only  achieved  a high  reputation  as  a lawyer 
of  unusual  ability,  but  has  been  for  the  past  twenty  years  a potent  fac- 
tor in  the  politics  of  Wyandot  County.  He  is  an  uncompromising 
Democrat  possessing  both  the  ability  and  the  courage  to  express  his 
views,  and  the  benefit  he  has  been  to  the  party  in  Wyandot  County 
is  inestimable.  He  has  been  sent  as  a delegate  to  many  conventions, 
including  state  and  judicial,  and  has  been  chairman  of  his  delegation 
on  several  occasions.  He  was  Prosecuting  Attorney  of  Wyandot 
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County  and  from  1905  to  1910  and  in  the  history  of  the  county  that 
office  has  had  no  abler  incumbent.  His  pure  Democracy  and  his  abil- 
ity as  a lawyer  have  made  him  well  known  throughout  the  whole  state. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Odd  Fellows,  the  Ma- 
sonic Fraternity  and  the  B.  P.  O.  E. 

In  March,  1891,  H.  H.  Newell  married  E.  C.  Forney,  daugh- 
ter of  John  H.  and  Mary  Forney,  both  natives*  of  Wyandot  County, 
and  both  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Newell  have  one  daughter,  Louise, 
who  has  graduated  from  the  High  School  and  is  now  a student  at  the 
Ohio  Wesleyan  University. 

The  Newell  family  has  been  in  Ohio  for  upwards  of  a century. 
Mr.  Newell’s  father,  Charles  W.  Newell,  was  born  in  Ohio  in  1841. 
He  also  was  a lawyer  and  was  Prosecuting  Attorney  of  Carroll 
County.  He  was  a man  of  unusual  ability  and  great  promise,  but  his 
bright  career  was  cut  short  by  death  at  the  early  age  of  twenty-nine. 
His  wife,  who  is  still  living,  was  born  in  Carroll  County  in  1844.  She 
resides  with  her  son,  H.  H.  Newell. 

JAMES  H.  Platt  was  born  in  Columbiana  County,  Ohio,  Au- 
gust 22,  1854.  After  passing  through  the  public  schools  he  entered 
Heidelberg  University  at  Tiffin,  Ohio,  and  was  graduated  in  the 
class  of  1875.  He  then  took  up  the  study  of  law  and  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  in  1881,  since  which  time  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  active 
practice  of  his  profession.  He  is  now  the  senior  member  of  the  firm 
of  Platt  & Black,  which  is  well  known  all  over  the  state. 

Mr.  Platt  has  long  been  closely  identified  with  the  Democratic 
Party  of  Seneca  County  and  has  done  a great  deal  of  effective  work 
for  his  party  as  a member  of  the  County  Central  and  Executive  Com- 
mittees. He  was  City  Solicitor  of  Tiffin  in  1883  and  was  three  times 
reelected,  namely,  in  1 886,  1 888  and  1 892 ; a length  of  service  which 
indicates  his  popularity  and  the  ability  with  which  he  discharged  the 
duties  of  his  office.  In  1903  he  was  elected  Prosecuting  Attorney  for 
Seneca  County  and  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  was  reelected  in 
1906.  He  is  an  admirable  speaker  and  his  services  are  always  in  de- 
mand during  campaigns. 
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JOSEPH  H.  Outhwaite  was  born  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  Decem- 
ber 3,  1841,  but  received  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  at 
Zanesville.  In  1862,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  he  became  a 
teacher  in  the  Zanesville  High  School,  where  he  remained  for  two 
years.  He  studied  law  while  teaching  and  after  being  admitted  to 
the  bar  was  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Osceola,  Mis- 
souri, where  he  remained  four  years,  after  which  he  returned  to  Ohio. 
Mr.  Outhwaite  was  liberal  in  his  political  views  and  in  1870  aided 
the  movement  which  enfranchised  Confederates  and  negroes.  In 
1874  he  was  elected  Prosecuting  Attorney  of  Franklin  County  and 
occupied  that  position  until  1878.  In  1884  he  was  elected  to  Con- 
gress from  the  Twelfth  District,  and  was  reelected,  serving  in  all  five 
successive  terms,  but  was  defeated  in  1894  by  D.  K.  Watson  owing 
to  Populist  sentiment  in  the  district.  Mr.  Outhwaite  was  a prominent 
figure  in  Congress  where  he  served  on  several  important  committees. 
He  was  a leader  on  the  questions  of  tariff  and  currency  and  was  very 
much  opposed  to  free  silver.  In  1895  President  Cleveland  appointed 
him  a civilian  member  of  the  United  States  Board  of  Ordnance  and 
Fortifications,  in  which  position  he  remained  until  1 900.  In  1 896  he 
helped  to  organize  the  Gold  Democrat  Party  and  was  a candidate  for 
elector-at-large  from  Ohio  on  the  Palmer  and  Buckner  ticket.  He 
took  a prominent  part  in  the  campaign  of  1 900,  doing  all  in  his  power 
to  defeat  free  silver  in  that  year. 

Hon.  JOSEPH  A.  Okey  was  born  in  Caldwell,  Noble  County, 
January  9th,  1861.  He  received  his  literary  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools  and  Ohio  Wesleyan  University,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  the  class  of  1 883.  He  then  entered  the  Cincinnati  Law 
School,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1887.  He  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  the  latter  year  and  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  at 
Caldwell,  Ohio,  where  he  has  built  up  a reputation  as  the  ablest  law- 
yer in  the  country. 

Mr.  Okey  has  taken  an  active  part  in  Democratic  politics  for 
upwards  of  twenty-three  years.  He  has  been  three  times  chairman  of 
the  county  executive  committee  and  was  a member  of  the  State  Central 
Committee  in  1896-7.  He  was  a delegate  to  nearly  all  Democratic 
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State  Conventions  from  1890  up  to  the  first  nomination  of  Harmon. 
In  1887  he  was  a candidate  for  Prosecuting  Attorney  of  Noble 
County  and  in  1900  was  honored  with  the  nomination  of  Judge  of  the 
Common  Pleas  Court,  but  failed  of  election.  He  was  elected  a mem- 
ber of  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  1912  which  framed  the  most 
progressive  constitution  in  the  country,  or  perhaps  in,  the  world.  Forty- 
one  amendments  were  proposed  of  which  thirty-four  were  ratified  by 
the  people  at  the  election  in  September. 

Mr.  Okey’s  parents  were  William  C.  and  Ruth  Okey.  His 
wife’s  maiden  name  was  Laura  Collins.  They  were  married  August 
28,  1889.  Mr.  Okey’s  one  fraternal  organization  is  the  Odd 
Fellows. 

W.  R.  NoYER  was  born  at  Mechanicsburg,  Sangamore  County, 
Illinois,  March  28th,  1873,  and  is  the  son  of  Samuel  and  Sarah 
Noyer,  both  of  whom  died  in  1885  and  were  interred  near  the  village 
of  Mechanicsburg.  By  their  death  he  was  left  an  orphan  at  the  age  of 
twelve  years,  and  inheriting  no  property  was  thrown  upon  the  world 
on  his  own  resources.  Through  the  kindness  of  B.  F.  McVeigh,  a 
brother  Mason  of  his  father,  he  was  given  a home  with  J.  S.  Francis, 
a farmer,  with  whom  he  lived  for  two  and  one-half  years,  going  to 
school  in  the  winter  and  working  on  the  farm  in  the  summer.  One 
day  he  was  sent  home  from  school  for  an  infringement  of  some  rule 
and  Francis  dismissed  him  from  his  home.  He  then  returned  to 
Mechanicsburg  and  worked  on  the  farm  long  enough  to  earn  railroad 
fare  to  relatives  in  Eldora,  Iowa,  where  he  worked  for  several  years. 
In  1891  he  went  to  Sangamore  County,  Illinois,  where  he  worked  two 
years.  But  not  being  suited  with  farm  life  he  took  employment  for  a 
year  in  a paper  mill  at  Riverton,  after  which  he  was,  for  two  years, 
foreman  on  the  Wabash  Railroad.  Meeting  with  an  accident,  which 
unfitted  him  for  further  railroad  service,  he  went  to  Gabon,  Ohio,  the 
birthplace  of  his  father  and  mother,  and  took  a position  as  reporter  on 
the  Inquirer,  of  which  W.  B.  Goshorn  was  the  Editor.  After  many 
vicissitudes  and  years  of  hardship,  at  an  age  other  boys  pass  in  school 
or  at  play,  he  had  at  last  found  the  place  for  which  he  was  fitted.  He 
took  so  much  interest  and  was  such  an  indefatigable  worker  that  he 
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became  an  important  factor  in  the  paper’s  success  and  on  August  15, 
1904,  he  became  a partner  in  this  ably  conducted  Democratic  paper, 
of  which  he  is  now  the  Editor. 

On  August  19,  1903,  W.  R.  Noyer  married  Nellie,  daughter  of 
John  C.  and  Mary  (Sheckler)  Rexroth,  one  of  the  pioneer  families  of 
Crawford  County.  They  have  two  children,  Richard  R.  and  Dan- 
iel R. 

W.  R.  Noyer  has  been  the  architect  of  his  own  fortune;  he  is  an 
able  editor  and  the  Galion  Inquirer  is  a great  aid  to  the  Democratic 
Party  in  Crawford  County.  A new  business  block  to  be  known  as  the 
Inquirer  Block  is  now  being  built  in  Galion  and  will  be  the  new  home 
of  the  paper.  Mr.  Noyer  has  been  active  in  recent  years,  not  only  in 
local  politics  but  in  connection  with  congressional,  judicial  and  state 
conventions  and  will  be  a candidate  for  Representative  at  the  Primary 
in  1912.  He  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  of  the  Knights 
of  Pythias  and  of  the  Owls  and  the  Foresters. 


CHARLES  Foster  Pryor,  standing  staunchly  for  Democratic 
principles,  although  a young  man,  has  made  his  influence  felt  among 
his  co-workers  in  both  Belmont  and  Franklin  Counties.  He  is  in 
demand  both  as  a stump  orator  and  as  a hard-working  committeeman. 
He  was  born  in  Belmont  County,  Ohio,  November  4,  1875,  and  is  the 
son  of  James  A.  and  Mary  E.  Pryor. 

After  acquiring  the  rudiments  of  an  education  in  the  country 
schools,  Charles  Foster  Pryor  was  further  trained  at  Lebanon,  Ohio, 
at  Valparaiso,  Indiana,  and  at  Ohio  State  University.  He  was  grad- 
uated from  the  last  named  institution  in  1898  with  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Laws.  Practicing  law  in  Columbus  he  has,  in  addition 
to  the  regular  practice,  made  a specialty  of  real  estate  law  and  the 
ninety-nine  year  lease  and  has,  on  the  ninety-nine  year  lease  plan, 
negotiated  many  of  the  largest  deals  in  Columbus  real  estate. 

Mr.  Pryor’s  father  and  grandfather  were  both  great  Demo- 
crats and  his  father,  James  Pryor,  was  long  known  as  an  ardent 
and  active  worker  for  his  party  in  Belmont  County. 
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William  R.  Nevin  was  born  in  Bellefontaine,  Ohio,  Septem- 
ber 15,  1860.  He  attended  the  common  schools  until  seventeen  years 
of  age  and  in  1879  entered  college  at  Grand  Rapids,  Michigan,  after 
which  he  was  employed  in  the  general  merchandise  business. 

Mr.  Nevin  is  one  of  the  best  known  Democrats  of  northwestern 
Ohio.  He  has  been  a member  of  the  State  Committee  for  two  years, 
of  the  County  Committee  for  twenty-five  years  and  has  served  upon 
the  Central  Committee.  He  has  attended  many  conventions  and  was 
delegate  to  the  National  Convention  at  St.  Louis  in  1904.  Without 
any  solicitation  on  his  part  he  has  frequently  been  placed  upon  the 
county  Democratic  ticket,  having  been  nominated  at  different  times  for 
Probate  Judge,  County  Clerk,  Treasurer  and  Representative,  but 
was  never  able  to  quite  overcome  the  normal  Republican  majority  of 
about  2,000  in  Logan  County.  The  city  of  Bellefontaine  is  also 
largely  Republican,  but  in  1907  Mr.  Nevin’s  friends  nominated  him 
for  Mayor  and  he  was  elected  by  a majority  of  750.  He  was  one  of 
the  most  conscientious  and  able  Mayors  that  Bellefontaine  has  ever 
had.  During  his  tenn  of  office  he  made  a crusade  against  venereal 
diseases  which  was  very  successful  and  was  chronicled  by  the  Asso- 
ciated Press  service  and  emulated  by  a number  of  municipal  admin- 
istrations throughout  the  country.  During  his  term  as  Mayor  he  also 
was  severe  upon  ruffianism,  and  owing  to  his  efforts  for  law  and  order 
he  came  near  to  losing  his  home  and  life  from  a bomb  thrown  into  his 
residence  which  partly  wrecked  his  house.  He  carried  his  crusade  to 
the  extent  of  preventing  the  merchants  and  newsdealers  from  handling 
yellow  back  novels  and  pernicious  literature.  There  is  no  more  ardent 
believer  in  the  principles  of  Democracy  than  Mr.  Nevin  and  he  is  an 
untiring  worker  for  the  benefit  of  the  party.  He  was  recently  ap- 
pointed by  Auditor  Fullington  to  a position  in  the  Auditor’s  office, 
where  he  now  spends  most  of  his  time.  His  political  faith  was  tem- 
pered in  the  fire  of  persecution  when  he  was  but  a lad.  Immediately 
following  the  close  of  the  war,  when  a Democrat  had  to  be  brave  to 
show  his  colors,  he  sold  Democratic  papers  and  was  kicked  and 
cuffed  by  Republicans  who  endeavored  to  make  him  stop  it. 
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Earl  D.  Orbaugh  was  born  in  Range  Township,  Madison 
County,  December  19,  1880,  and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
and  the  Bloomingburg  High  School.  He  was  reared  on  the  farm 
and  followed  that  occupation  until  1 908,  when  he  moved  into  the  city 
of  London  where  he  has  since  been  engaged  in  the  insurance  and 
real  estate  business. 

Mr.  Orbaugh’s  father  is  one  of  the  substantial  Democrats  of 
Madison  County  and  Earl  D.  Orbaugh  was  reared  strictly  in  that 
political  faith  so  that  he  has  always  been  an  earnest  Democratic 
worker  and  supporter  of  the  party.  He  has  taken  an  active  part  in 
every  campaign  since  he  became  of  age  and  was  nominated  for 
County  Recorder  in  1908.  Madison  County  is  strongly  Republican 
and  he  failed  of  election,  but  the  splendid  campaign  which  he  made 
strengthened  him  with  his  own  party.  He  has  been  a delegate  to  both 
county  and  judicial  conventions,  and  although  a young  man,  he  is 
consulted  by  party  leaders  on  important  questions  of  policy. 

Earl  D.  Orbaugh’s  parents  were  James  and  Anna  Bell  (Lar- 
rimer)  Orbaugh.  James  Orbaugh  was  a farmer  in  Highland  County. 
His  father  was  an  industrious  German  who  was  born  in  Shenandoah 
Valley,  Virginia. 

In  1906  Earl  D.  Orbaugh  married  Louise  Lauck  of  London, 
Ohio.  He  is  intimately  connected  with  both  the  business  and  social 
life  of  London  and  is  a member  of  both  the  Masonic  Fraternity  and 
the  Odd  Fellows. 

J.  Guy  O’Donnell,  one  of  the  best  known  Democrats  of 
Miami  County  and  also  one  of  the  most  popular  public  officials,  was 
born  at  Mt.  Gilead,  Morrow  County,  Ohio,  April  28,  1873.  His 
father  died  before  he  was  three  years  of  age  and  his  mother  moved  to 
Covington  where  he  received  his  early  education.  He  graduated  from 
the  Covington  High  School  in  1893  and  then  took  up  the  study  of  law 
in  the  office  of  Hon.  W.  C.  Johnston,  of  Piqua.  He  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  of  Ohio  in  October,  1896,  and  licensed  to  practice  in  the  Fed- 
eral Courts  March  4,  1 899.  He  opened  his  office  in  Covington,  Janu- 
uary  15,  1897,  where  he  has  since  been  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his 
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profession  with  great  success.  On  July  1,  1902,  he  opened  a branch 
office  at  Versailles  and  formed  a partnership  with  Thomas  Billingsley, 
who  has  charge  of  the  Versailles  office. 

Mr.  O’Donnell  is  an  active  and  ardent  worker  in  the  Democratic 
party.  He  has  served  on  the  county  committees  and  been  delegate  to 
conventions  and  commands  the  fullest  confidence  of  the  Democrats 
of  Covington  and  Miami  County  and  also  the  respect  of  his  political 
opponents.  He  served  as  City  Solicitor  from  1 897  to  1 899  and  from 
1902  to  1912  and  has  the  reputation  of  being  one  of  the  best  solicitors 
in  the  state,  because  of  his  ability  and  fidelity  to  the  duties  of  his  office. 
He  was  elected  Prosecuting  Attorney  in  1910,  which  office  he  now 
holds. 

J.  Guy  O’Donnell  married  Emma  Colbert  of  Covington  and 
they  have  two  sons,  J.  Guy,  Jr.,  and  R.  C.  O’Donnell. 

Thomas  Barber  Paxton  was  born  near  Loveland,  Cler- 
mont County,  Ohio,  June  4.  1835.  His  birthplace  was  on  the  same 
farm  where  his  father  was  born  and  upon  which  his  grandfather  set- 
tled in  1796. 

Thomas  B.  Paxton  was  educated  at  Parken  Academy  and 
Ohio  Wesleyan  University.  After  leaving  college  he  taught  school 
for  one  year,  studying  law  at  the  same  time.  He  then  took  a course 
in  the  Central  Cincinnati  Law  School,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
in  1860.  In  that  year  also  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  He  formed 
a partnership  with  Isaac  B.  Matson,  which  firm  succeeded  to  the 
practice  and  occupied  the  offices  of  George  H.  Pendleton.  That 
partnership  continued  until  Judge  Matson  was  elected  to  the  Pro- 
bate Court  in  1875.  Mr.  Paxton  then  formed  a partnership  with 
John  W.  W.  Warrington,  which  existed  for  a number  of  years.  In 
1873  Thomas  B.  Paxton  was  elected  County  Solicitor,  defeating 
Judge  Nicholas  Longworth.  He  also  served  as  a member  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  and  for  one  term  as  Director  of  the  city  Work 
House. 

Mr.  Paxton  has  been  a delegate  to  many  Democratic  county 
and  state  conventions  and  was  a member  of  the  National  Convention 
at  St.  Louis  which  nominated  Samuel  J.  Tilden  in  1876.  In  1886 
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he  was  appointed  by  Governor  Foraker  a trustee  of  the  Ohio  Soldiers* 
and  Sailors’  Home  at  Sandusky,  Ohio,  and  was  reappointed  by  Gov- 
ernor Campbell  in  March,  1890,  and  was  elected  president  of  that 
board,  serving  eight  years  in  all.  He  was  a member  of  the  commis- 
sion for  erecting  the  City  Hall  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  his  services  lasting 
four  years  and  also  a member  of  the  State  House  Commission  to  pre- 
pare plans  for  the  addition.  He  is  at  present  a member  of  the  Fish 
and  Game  Commission,  to  which  he  was  appointed  in  1 904.  During 
the  war  he  was  a member  of  the  Home  Guard  in  Cincinnati  and  was 
one  of  the  company  that  resisted  the  raid  of  Kirby  Smith  and  opposed 
the  John  Morgan  raiders.  He  is  a member  of  the  Cincinnati  Bar 
Association,  of  the  Sons  of  Revolution  and  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity. 

Mr.  Paxton  has  practiced  law  in  all  the  courts  of  Ohio  and  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  his  active  career  covering  a 
period  of  fifty-two  years.  At  present  he  has  practically  retired  from 
active  practice,  but  gives  a great  deal  of  attention  to  the  Fish  8c  Game 
Commission,  of  which  he  is  a valued  member. 

In  1868  Thomas  B.  Paxton  married  Mary  A.  Wharton.  Mr. 
Paxton’s  ancestors  were  Virginians.  His  grandfather  was  a soldier 
in  the  Revolutionary  War  who  settled  near  Bradford,  Pennsylvania, 
and  remained  there  until  Anthony  Wayne’s  western  campaign  which 
he  joined  and  became  active  in  the  Indian  War  in  northern  Ohio.  He 
commanded  the  advance  guard  at  Fallen  Timbers  and  after  the  war 
was  over  settled  near  Loveland,  where  for  many  years  he  was  engaged 
as  a surveyor  and  located  many  land  grants  for  Virginia  settlers. 


Hon.  James  D.  Post,  Member  of  Congress  from  the  Seventh 
Congressional  District,  was  born  on  a farm  near  Washington  C.  H., 
Ohio,  November  25,  1863.  He  received  his  early  education  in  the 
public  schools  which  he  attended  during  the  winter  months,  working 
on  his  father’s  farm  during  the  summers.  Deciding  to  teach  school 
for  a time  he  entered  the  National  Normal  University  at  Lebanon, 
Ohio  and  was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1882,  receiving  the  degree 
of  B.  Sc.  For  the  next  five  years  he  taught  in  the  country  and  vil- 
lage schools  of  his  native  county,  during  which  time  he  borrowed 
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law  books  and  studied  law  with  the  result  that  he  passed  his  exami- 
nation and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  Ohio, 
in  June,  1887.  He  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Washing- 
ton C.  H.  and  has  built  up  a high  reputation  both  as  an  advocate  and 
counsellor.  His  practice  covers  all  the  courts  of  the  state  as  well  as 
the  United  States  District  and  Circuit  Courts  and  the  Circuit  Court 
of  Appeals. 

Mr.  Post  became  a Democrat  in  his  early  youth,  although  his 
forbears  were  Whigs  who  allied  themselves  with  the  Republican 
Party.  He  has  always  been  a consistent,  earnest  and  able  worker 
for  his  party.  He  has  taken  an  active  part  in  the  local  organization, 
served  on  the  County  Committee  and  been  chairman  of  the  Executive 
Committee  for  years.  He  never  sought  any  political  preferment  un- 
til he  was  nominated  for  Representative  to  Congress  from  the 
Seventh  Congressional  District  in  1910  and  was  duly  elected  in  the 
fall  of  that  year  and  became  a member  of  the  Sixty-second  Con- 
gess.  He  is  the  first  Democrat  to  represent  the  Seventh  District  in 
a great  many  years.  He  made  a good  record  in  Congress  and  was 
reelected  in  1912  although  a most  determined  effort  was  made  to 
defeat  him  by  the  Republican  politicians. 

A short  time  before  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  James  D.  Post 
married  Mrs.  May  J.  Snider  of  Washington  C.  H.  They  have  one 
son,  Claude  L.  Post,  a student  in  the  University  of  Michigan  at  Ann 
Arbor. 

HARRY  F.  Payer  was  born  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  July  3,  1873. 
After  passing  through  the  high  school  he  entered  Adelbert  College 
and  was  graduated  in  1897.  He  then  took  a course  in  the  Cleveland 
Law  School,  graduating  in  1899.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  the 
same  year  and  immediately  began  the  active  practice  of  his  profession 
in  Cleveland.  In  1901  he  became  Assistant  City  Solicitor  and  re- 
mained in  that  office  until  1907  when  he  resigned  so  as  to  be  able  to 
give  his  whole  attention  to  his  private  practice,  in  which  he  has  since 
been  successfully  engaged  and  has  attained  the  reputation  of  being  one 
of  the  ablest  lawyers  in  Cleveland. 
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Mr.  Payer  has  been  actively  identified  with  the  Democratic 
Party  in  his  city  and  has  done  much  to  advance  its  interests.  He  was 
one  of  the  organizers  and  has  been  President  of  the  Cuyahoga 
County  Association  of  Cleveland  Clubs.  He  has  been  President  of 
the  Buckeye  Club  and  was  toastmaster  at  the  Historic  Banquet  held 
at  the  Kennard  House  on  Jackson’s  Day  in  1901,  at  which  Tom  L. 
Johnson  delivered  an  address  which  resulted  in  his  nomination  for 
Mayor.  Mr.  Payer  was  also  chairman  of  the  committee  which 
urged  Mr.  Johnson  to  be  a candidate  for  Mayor  the  first  time  he  ran. 
He  was  a member  of  the  state  central  committee  in  1901,  1902  and 
1903,  and  although  the  demands  of  his  large  practice  prevent  him 
from  taking  as  active  a part  in  political  affairs  as  formerly,  he  is  one 
of  the  most  ardent  Democrats  in  the  state. 

WlLLIAM  A.  Reiter  was  born  in  Miamisburg,  Ohio,  January 
6,  1860.  After  passing  through  the  public  schools  he  entered  Hei- 
delberg University  at  Tiffin  and  was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1 880. 
He  then  took  up  the  study  of  law,  was  duly  admitted  to  the  bar  and 
has  always  practiced  his  profession  in  Miamisburg. 

Mr.  Reiter  has  been  identified  with  local  and  state  politics  for 
years  and  is  recognized  as  an  ardent  Democrat,  possessing  the  ability 
to  render  valuable  aid  to  his  party.  He  served  as  Mayor  of  Miamis- 
burg from  1 888  to  1 890  and  in  the  latter  year  was  elected  a member 
of  the  State  Legislature.  At  the  expiration  of  his  first  term  he  was 
reelected,  serving  two  terms  in  all.  He  has  been  a delegate  to  num- 
erous state  conventions  and  also  congressional  conventions.  In  1906 
he  was  again  elected  Mayor  of  Miamisburg  and  was  reelected  in 
1908,  so  that  he  has  three  times  been  mayor  of  that  city.  At  present 
he  occupies  the  position  of  City  Solicitor. 

Mr.  Reiter  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity  and  is  one 
of  the  best  known  Masons  in  Ohio,  in  fact,  he  is  one  of  the  few  in  the 
state  who  have  received  the  Thirty-third  Degree,  which  was  con- 
ferred upon  him  in  1 9 1 1 . He  is  also  a member  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias.  His  parents  were  Rev.  Isaac  H.  and  Margaret  J.  Reiter. 
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Hon.  ATLEE  POMERENE,  United  States  Senator  from  Ohio,  is 
not  only  one  of  the  Democratic  leaders  of  Stark  County,  but  of  the 
state.  He  was  born  in  Berlin,  Holmes  County,  Ohio,  December  6, 
1863,  and  after  passing  through  the  public  schools  continued  his  edu- 
cation at  Vermilion  Institute,  Hayesville,  Ashland  County,  Ohio, 
where  subsequently  he  acted  as  tutor  for  one  year.*  He  entered  the 
Junior  class  of  Princeton  University  and  was  graduated  in  1884  as 
one  of  the  honor  men  of  his  class.  He  then  located  at  Cincinnati, 
read  law  under  General  Durbin  Ward,  entered  Cincinnati  Law 
School  and  was  graduated  therefrom  in  1886.  Soon  after  his  ad- 
mission to  the  bar  he  settled  in  Canton,  Ohio,  where  his  residence 
still  is.  In  the  practice  of  his  profession  he  was  at  first  in  partnership 
with  Charles  R.  Miller,  but  latterly  has  been  associated  with  Robert 
Shields. 

Senator  Pomerene  always  had  a fondness  for  public  life,  for 
which  his  education  and  ability  fitted  him.  In  1887  he  was  elected 
City  Solicitor  of  Canton  and  was  reelected,  serving  four  years  in 
all.  In  1896  he  was  elected  Prosecuting  Attorney  in  Stark  County 
and  served  four  years  in  that  office  also.  He  has  also  served  on  the 
Board  of  Education.  In  1908  he  was  a strong  candidate  for  the 
gubernatorial  nomination  but  the  Democratic  State  Convention  gave 
that  honor  to  Judson  Harmon.  In  1910  when  Harmon  was  re- 
nominated he  was  given  the  second  place  on  the  ticket  and  was 
elected  Lieutenant  Governor  of  Ohio  in  1910.  In  January,  1911, 
he  was  elected  U.  S.  Senator  by  the  Ohio  legislature.  Senator 
Pomerene  is  a member  of  the  order  of  Elks  and  is  Past  Exalted 
Ruler  of  the  Canton  Lodge.  On  June  29,  1892,  he  married  Mary 
Bockius,  daughter  of  Lewis  V.  and  Caroline  Bockius,  of  Canton, 
Ohio. 

Senator  Pomerene  comes  of  an  old  American  family.  His 
great-grandfather  came  to  America  on  the  staff  of  LaFayette  and 
served  in  the  American  army  during  the  Revolutionary  War.  Af- 
ter the  war  he  settled  in  Pennsylvania  where  he  was  given  a grant  of 
land.  His  son  Julius  was  the  father  of  Dr.  Peter  P.  Pomerene, 
who.  was  the  father  of  Senator  Pomerene. 
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HAMILTON  A.  Parr  was  born  in  Jackson  County,  West  Vir- 
ginia, August  17th,  1862.  He  was  educated  in  the  country  schools 
of  his  native  county,  attending  high  school  at  Letart,  Ohio,  and  Syra- 
cuse College,  and  settled  at  Great  Bend,  Ohio,  in  1883.  He  em- 
barked in  the  produce  business  along  with  his  father,  dealing  mostly 
in  potatoes  and  shipping  largely  to  New  Orleans.  They  were  among 
the  largest  operators  in  their  line  in  the  state.  Since  going  out  of  the 
produce  business  Mr.  Parr  has  engaged  extensively  in  farming. 

Mr.  Parr  has  always  been  a staunch  Democratic  worker.  He 
cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Grover  Cleveland  in  1884  and  has 
been  a loyal  supporter  of  every  Democratic  candidate  in  his  district 
ever  since.  He  has  been  a member  of  the  county  central  committee 
for  more  than  ten  years.  He  has  served  on  the  Board  of  Elections 
for  four  years  and  has  been  a delegate  to  many  state  conventions  and 
helped  to  nominate  both  Pattison  and  Harmon.  He  has  never  held 
any  public  offices  himself,  yet  he  is  considered  the  strongest  man  in  the 
county  during  political  campaigns.  He  has  been  urged  to  run  for 
many  offices,  but  has  always  declined  because  of  the  hundreds  of 
acres  of  farm  land  which  he  has  to  look  after  and  which  take  up  too 
much  of  his  time  to  permit  him  to  accept  a public  office. 

In  1893,  Hamilton  A.  Parr,  married  Cora  L.,  daughter  of 
Capt.  W.  O.  and  Jane  (Crow)  Roseberry,  of  Point  Pleasant,  West 
Virginia.  They  have  two  sons,  Charles  Hamilton  and  Bryan  Parr. 
Mr.  Parr’s  parents  were  Nathan  and  Minerva  (McDade)  Parr.  Mr. 
Parr  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  and  is  a Knight  Tem- 
plar in  the  Pomeroy  Commandery. 

Hon  John  C.  Pettit  was  born  in  Morgan  County,  Ohio,  Au- 
gust 23,  1869.  When  he  was  one  year  old  his  parents  moved  to 
Hocking  County  where  he  grew  up,  attending  school  in  the  summer 
and  studying  at  night.  He  also  took  a course  in  the  Normal  School 
at  Lebanon,  Ohio,  and  taught  school  in  Benton  and  Falls  Townships, 
Hocking  County,  for  about  ten  years.  While  teaching  he  took  up 
the  study  of  law  and  was  duly  admitted  to  the  bar  in  May,  1891.  In 
1902  he  went  to  Nelsonville  and  practiced  at  the  bar  for  five  years. 
When  he  opened  his  office  in  Nelsonville  he  had  just  an  even  $10.00 
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and  after  his  five  years’  experience  he  had  a balance  of  $5.00.  He 
then  moved  to  Logan  where  he  has  since  resided  and  where  he  became 
identified  not  only  with  large  legal  and  business  interests,  but  became 
widely  known  as  an  active  Democrat.  He  has  done  a great  deal  for 
the  Party,  not  only  in  his  own  county  but  at  the  State  Capital,  and 
consequently  throughout  the  state.  He  was  Solicitor  of  the  town 
from  1903  to  1907.  He  served  as  member  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  the  years  1 906  to  1 909  and  at  the  expiration  of  his  term 
declined  to  run  for  a second  term.  He  has  been  a delegate  to  many 
State  Conventions,  notably  the  convention  of  1903  which  nominated 
Tom  L.  Johnson  for  Governor  and  the  convention  of  1905  which 
nominated  John  M.  Pattison. 

Mr.  Pettit  is  a striking  example  of  what  may  be  accomplished  by 
ability  and  energy  in  this  country.  From  a struggling  young  man  he 
has  grown  into  a lawyer  of  recognized  ability  and  an  organizer  of 
note.  He  organized  the  Gore  Oil  &:  Gas  Company,  for  which  he  was 
attorney  until  they  sold  out  on  May  27,  1911,  for  $41,000.00.  He 
has  also  been  attorney  for  nearly  all  the  oil  companies  in  his  vicinity 
of  the  state  for  a number  of  years. 

Mr.  Pettit’s  father,  Nathan  R.  Pettit,  67  years  of  age,  resides 
at  Logan,  Ohio.  His  mother  died  in  1891 . He  has  a brother,  E.  O. 
Pettit,  and  five  sisters.  On  December  24,  1893,  John  C.  Pettit  mar- 
ried Louisa  Wetzler,  of  Logan,  Ohio.  They  have  two  children,  a son 
and  a daughter,  namely,  Virgil  C.,  13  years  of  age,  a student  in  the 
High  School,  and  Rhea,  7 years  of  age,  now  in  the  Grammar  School. 
Mr.  Pettit  is  a member  of  the  Elks  Lodge  at  Logan,  Ohio,  of  the 
Chapter  in  the  Masonic  Fraternity  and  is  a Twice  Past  Grand  of  the 
Subordinate  Lodge  of  I.  O.  O.  F. 

Judge  Lewis  K.  Powell  was  born  February  6,  1852.  He 
graduated  from  the  high  school  at  the  age  of  eighteen  and  then  took 
a classical  course  at  Otterbein  University.  In  1875  he  began  the 
study  of  law  in  the  offices  of  Ols  & Dickey  at  Mt.  Gilead  and  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  1878.  He  then  formed  a partnership  with  T. 
H.  Dalrymple  which  existed  for  some  time.  After  the  dissolution  of 
that  law  firm  he  conducted  his  practice  alone. 
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For  years  Judge  Powell  has  enjoyed  the  reputation  of  being  an 
able  lawyer  and  for  quite  as  long  a period  has  been  regarded  as  one 
of  the  foremost  Democrats  in  his  part  of  the  state.  He  is  a fine 
speaker  and  during  the  campaign  of  1896  made  a great  many 
speeches,  not  only  in  Morrow  County  but  in  other  parts  of  the  state. 
In  1897  he  was  elected  to  the  General  Assembly  from  the  Seventy- 
third  District,  including  Marion  and  Morrow  counties.  He  has  fre- 
quently been  a delegate  to  judicial  and  congressional  conventions  and 
is  well  known  throughout  the  state  as  a man  of  unusual  ability.  On 
July  1,  1911,  L.  K.  Powell  was  appointed  to  the  Circuit  Bench  to 
succeed  Judge  Morris  Donahue,  who  was  elected  to  the  Supreme 
Court  in  November,  1910.  On  the  bench  he  has  sustained  his  repu- 
tation for  legal  knowledge  and  a high  order  of  ability. 

In  1882  Lewis  K.  Powell  married  Carrie  Dalrymple  and  they 
have  two  children,  Herman  D.  and  Roger  K.  The  Powell  family 
is  an  old  Virginia  one  and  Judge  Powell’s  father,  E.  W.  Powell, 
was  born  in  that  state  and  came  to  Ohio  in  1831.  He  was  a farmer 
and  a Democrat.  He  married  Elizabeth  Everett  and  they  had  a 
family  of  four  sons  and  four  daughters. 

Webster  Wesley  Poston  was  born  at  Nelsonville,  Ohio, 
June  29,  1 844,  and  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  his  native  village, 
with  the  exception  of  one  year  at  the  Ohio  University.  In  1860  he 
began  working  for  his  father  in  the  general  store  but  subsequently 
took  up  agriculture  and  mining  and  his  time  is  now  principally  oc- 
cupied with  his  coal  and  farm  lands,  the  latter  receiving  most  of  his 
attention. 

Mr.  Poston  has  taken  a deep  interest  in  the  success  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic Party  all  his  life,  a fact  which  was  recognized  on  June  23rd, 
1911,  when  Governor  Harmon  appointed  him  a member  of  the  Board 
of  Review.  In  1 888  he  was  a member  of  the  committee  which  had 
charge  of  the  meeting  at  Nelsonville  when  Allen  G.  Thurman  made 
what  Mr.  Poston  describes  as  the  greatest  speech  that  Nelsonville 
ever  heard  delivered  to  the  largest  crowd  that  Nelsonville  ever  saw. 
He  cast  his  first  vote  in  1865  and  his  first  presidential  vote  in  1868. 
He  .was  a guest  and  speaker  at  the  Tilden  Banquet  on  General 
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Jackson  Day,  January  8,  1876,  in  Columbus,  Ohio.  He  was  at 
the  National  Convention  held  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  1880,  when  Gen. 
Hancock  was  nominated  for  President.  He  also  attended  the  Na- 
tional Convention  held  in  Chicago  when  Grover  Cleveland  was  nom- 
inated for  President  in  1 892. 

Mr.  Poston’s  parents  were  Wesley  Webster  Poston,  who  was 
born  in  Romney,  Virginia,  in  1810,  and  died  in  Nelsonville,  1873,  and 
Mary  E.  (Dew)  Poston  of  Nelsonville  who  died  in  1892.  Mr.  Poston 
has  been  twice  married.  His  first  wife  was  Hattie  O.  Cooley,  who 
died  in  1870,  leaving  one  son,  Frank  Wesley  Poston.  In  1873  he 
married  Belle  Garland  Cresap  of  Logan,  Ohio.  Two  sons  and  one 
daughter  were  born  of  this  marriage,  Webster  Cresap,  Charles  Eu- 
gene and  Mabel  LeFevre. 

Frank  W.  Poston  resides  in  Nelsonville.  At  the  age  of  six- 
teen he  was  graduated  from  the  Nelsonville  High  School.  He  at- 
tended the  Ohio  University  and  Marietta  College,  commencing  his 
business  career  by  taking  charge  of  his  father’s  flouring  mill.  He  is 
now  the  local  agent  for  the  Ohio  Fuel  Supply  Company. 

Webster  C.  Poston  after  graduating  from  the  Nelsonville 
High  School  was  appointed  agent  for  the  Ohio  Fuel  Supply  Com- 
pany and  is  now  Auditor  of  the  Federal  Gas  and  Fuel  Company. 

Charles  E.  Poston  graduated  form  the  Nelsonville  High  School 
after  which  he  took  up  the  study  of  music  at  Oberlin  College,  but  also 
studied  vocal  music  under  Sidney  Lloyd  Wrightson  of  Chicago  for 
five  years  and  perfected  himself  on  the  pipe  organ  under  the  instruc- 
tion of  James  Watson.  He  is  Director  of  the  Conservatory  of  Music 
at  Greenville  Female  College,  South  Carolina.  It  is  one  of  the  old- 
est schools  in  the  South.  Prof.  Poston  is  also  organist  at  the  First 
Baptist  Church  at  Greenville,  South  Carolina.  Prof.  Poston  pos- 
sesses a highly  cultivated  baritone  voice  and  directed  a campaign 
quartette  which  sang  during  the  barnstorming  trip  through  Flocking 
County  with  Allen  O.  Myers,  who  was  campaigning  for  Horace 
Chapman,  the  Democratic  candidate  for  Governor  in  1897. 


. 

. 

... 

' 


320 


THE  DEMOCRATIC  PARTY  OF  OHIO 


JAMES  L.  Patterson,  one  of  the  ablest  and  best  known  Demo- 
cratic editors  in  the  state,  was  born  at  Reinersville,  Morgan  county, 
Ohio,  October  23,  1833.  He  improved  his  common  school  advan- 
tages to  such  an  extent  that  he  very  early  began  teaching.  At  the  age 
of  twenty,  in  1873,  he  entered  the  National  Normal  School  at  Leb- 
anon, Ohio,  where  he  took  a scientific  course  and  graduated  in  1878. 
He  then  entered  the  Ohio  University  at  Athens  and  devoted  two  years 
to  the  senior  courses.  In  1880  he  resumed  teaching  and  after  five 
years  was  made  superintendent  of  the  McConnelsville  schools,  which 
position  he  occupied  for  the  next  seven  years.  In  1 890  he  entered  the 
Law  School  at  Ann  Arbor  and  was  graduated  in  1 892,  but  was  admit- 
ted to  the  bar  in  1891,  a year  before  his  graduation.  He  did  not  enter 
the  legal  profession,  however,  but  after  leaving  Ann  Arbor  took  up 
newspaper  work  as  associate  with  W.  E.  Young  in  editing  the  Af?ron 
Democratic  Times.  Later  he  had  charge  of  the  Portsmouth  Times , 
a Democratic  paper  of  Portsmouth,  Ohio,  for  six  years.  In  1898  he 
took  charge  of  the  Democratic  Courier  of  Findlay,  Ohio,  and  in 
1902  purchased  the  Crescent  Dail p News  and  Weekly  Democrat 
of  Defiance,  Ohio,  which  he  has  made  one  of  the  best  Democratic 
papers  in  the  state. 

Very  early  in  life  Mr.  Patterson  began  to  take  an  interest  in 
public  affairs,  aligning  himself  with  the  Democratic  party.  His 
splendid  education,  his  position  as  an  able  editor  and  his  warm  inter- 
est in  the  Democratic  party  make  him  an  important  factor  in  the  poli- 
tics of  his  county  and  for  years  he  has  been  continuously  identified 
with  the  central  and  executive  committees  and  various  Democratic 
organizations,  besides  acting  as  delegate  to  many  conventions.  For 
years  he  was  a member  of  the  state  central  committee,  representing 
the  Tenth  District.  No  editor  in  the  state  is  more  pronounced  in  his 
denunciation  of  graft  and  his  demand  for  clean  politics  than  Mr. 
Patterson  and  he  fearlessly  and  forcefully  asserts  himself  through  the 
columns  of  his  newspaper. 

In  1880  James  L.  Patterson  married  Deeta  Pedicord,  who 
died  in  1884,  leaving  two  sons,  Elbert  Lee  and  Walter  C. ; Elbert 
Lee  Patterson  enlisted  as  a soldier  in  the  Spanish- American  War  in 
1898  and  died  in  Puerto  Rico.  Walter  C.  Patterson  is  Inspector 
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on  the  Liability  Board  and  is  also  associated  with  his  father  on  the 
newspaper.  In  1888  Mr.  Patterson  married  Jeannette  Benjamin 
and  they  have  one  son,  Irving,  now  attending  college.  Mr.  Patter- 
son’s father,  Joseph  Patterson,  was  a prosperous  farmer  of  Morgan 
county  and  a very  active  Democrat.  He  was  of  Irish  extraction  and 
died  in  1903  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-five.  He  married  Han- 
nah Davis,  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  of  Scotch  extraction.  She  died 
in  her  seventieth  year  and  was  the  mother  of  ten  children  of  whom 
but  four  survive. 

RUFUS  Putnam  was  born  at  South  Charleston,  Ohio,  on 
Independence  Day,  1845,  and  received  his  literary  education  in  the 
schools  of  his  native  place  and  the  Methodist  Academy  at  Spring- 
field.  His  mother  died  when  he  was  ten  years  of  age  and  from  that 
time  may  be  dated  his  independent  career.  He  worked  for  a while 
on  the  farm  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen  took  up  the  printer’s  trade  in 
the  office  of  the  Weekly  Times,  Newark,  Ohio.  In  the  first  year  of 
his  apprenticeship  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  broke  out  and  he  promptly 
joined  the  Union  Army,  enlisting  in  Company  H,  First  O.  V.  I.,  in 
April,  1861.  He  served  throughout  the  entire  war  and  received  his 
honorable  discharge  in  July,  1865.  Among  the  many  battles  in  which 
he  participated  we  mention  Chickamauga,  Stone  River,  Missionary 
Ridge,  Resaca,  Kennesaw  Mountain  and  Atlanta;  besides  he  also 
went  through  the  campaigns  of  Corinth  and  Mills  Spring,  Kentucky. 
In  the  battle  of  Zollikoffer  he  received  a gunshot  wound  in  his  right 
leg  and  still  carries  the  bullet  around  with  him. 

After  the  war  Mr.  Putnam  opened  a job  printing  office  in  New- 
ark, Ohio,  in  1866.  In  that  year  he  was  married  to  Ellen  O’Hare 
of  Newark  and  in  November  of  the  same  year  he  went  to  Chillicothe 
and  took  a position  in  the  Advertiser  office.  He  remained  with  the 
Advertiser  until  1872  when  he  embarked  in  the  grocery  trade  with 
which  he  was  connected  for  four  years,  after  which  he  resumed  his 
trade  as  printer  in  Chillicothe.  In  1884  he  founded  the  Daily  News, 
the  first  daily  paper  published  in  the  old  capital  of  the  state.  In  1886 
he  purchased  the  Weekly  Register  and  acted  as  editor  of  both  for  a 
number  of  years. 
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Mr.  Putnam  has  always  been  a Democrat  and  was  an  admirer 
and  supporter  of  Clement  L.  Vallandigham  for  whom  he  cast  his  first 
vote.  He  has  served  on  committees,  has  attended  many  state  con- 
ventions and  has  several  times  been  chairman  of  county  conventions. 
For  nine  years  he  was  a member  of  the  Board  of  Equalization  and 
was  a collector  of  toll  on  the  canal  for  an  equal  length  of  time.  He 
was  a member  of  the  Board  of  County  Infirmary  Directors  for  seven 
years  and  was  instrumental  in  establishing  the  Childrens’  Home  in 
connection  with  the  Infirmary  in  Ross  County.  Also  he  has  served 
three  times  on  the  Board  of  Education.  He  is  a member  of  the  G. 
A.  R.  and  the  B.  P.  O.  E. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Putnam  have  one  son,  James  R.  Putnam.  Mr. 
Putnam’s  father,  also  Rufus  Putnam,  was  born  in  the  old  stockade 
at  Marietta,  Ohio,  in  1805.  He  was  a son  of  Edwin  Putnam,  a 
native  of  Massachusetts,  and  the  grandson  of  General  Rufus  Putnam 
of  Revolutionary  fame.  General  Putnam  settled  at  Marietta,  Ohio, 
when  his  son  Edwin  was  a child.  Edwin  Putnam  laid  out  the  town 
of  Putnam  across  the  river  from  Zanesville.  These  are  some  facts 
which  show  that  the  Putnam  family  is  not  only  one  of  the  oldest,  but 
one  of  the  most  notable  in  the  state. 

WlLLIAM  J.  Prince,  M.  D.,  was  born  in  Auglaize  County,  Oct. 
25,  1861,  and  received  his  literary  education  at  the  Chickering  Insti- 
tute, Cincinnati.  He  commenced  the  study  of  medicine  at  Miami  Uni- 
versity, where  he  put  in  two  terms,  when  he  transferred  to  the  E.  M. 
Institute,  Cincinnati,  and  was  graduated  in  1883.  The  E.  M.  In- 
stitute at  Cincinnati  was  the  mother  college  of  the  Eclectic  School.  At 
that  time  the  Eclectic  Medical  College  in  Cincinnati  was  in  its  in- 
fancy and  he  was  one  of  the  consulting  physicians  for  some  time  after 
his  graduation.  He  settled  in  Piqua  in  1887  where  he  has  since  been 
actively  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  with  unusual  success. 
He  is  recognized  not  only  as  the  leading  physician  in  Piqua  but  as 
one  of  the  ablest  medical  men  in  Western  Ohio. 

Dr.  Prince  has  been  an  active  political  worker  since  1889  and 
is  known  all  over  the  state  both  for  his  ability  as  a worker  and  for 
his  absolute  honesty  in  politics.  In  Miami  County  they  consider  his 
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promise  the  same  as  if  the  thing  were  done.  He  was  brought  into 
local  politics  by  Frank  McKinney  and  into  state  politics  by  John  R. 
McLean.  He  cast  his  first  gubernatorial  vote  for  George  Hoadly 
in  1883  and  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Grover  Cleveland  in  1884. 
In  1889  Frank  McKinney  smashed  the  machine  slate  of  Miami 
County  to  put  Dr.  Prince  on  the  ticket  for  Coronet  and  the  move 
proved  to  be  a good  one,  for  Dr.  Prince  was  highly  popular  with  the 
younger  voters  throughout  the  county  and  he  came  within  twenty-one 
votes  of  carrying  the  election,  which  was  a great  stimulus  to  the  Demo- 
crats as  the  county  was  then  from  1 700  to  2000  Republican.  In  1891 
the  Democrats  renominated  him  for  Coroner  and  he  was  defeated  by 
90  votes  owing  to  the  introduction  of  the  Australian  ballot  which  was 
new  to  the  voters,  and  many  Republicans  who  wished  to  vote  for 
him  voted  the  straight  ticket  rather  than  run  the  risk  of  casting  a 
spoiled  ballot. 

Dr.  Prince  has  never  been  an  office  seeker  but  his  loyalty  to  the 
Democratic  Party  and  its  principles  has  made  him  an  ardent  worker 
on  committees  and  at  conventions  where  his  clear  views  and  fast  alle- 
giance to  promises  and  principles  have  made  him  peculiarly  valuable. 
He  was  chairman  of  the  county  central  committee  in  1896  when 
William  Jennings  Bryan  made  his  first  campaign  for  the  Presidency. 
In  that  year  he  brought  Bryan  to  Piqua,  although  in  so  doing  it  was 
necessary  for  Bryan  to  change  his  itinerary.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Central  committee  at  the  present  time,  and  has  been  almost  continu- 
ously since  1889.  He  has  been  delegate  to  many  conventions  and 
was  a member  of  the  committee  on  platform  at  the  state  convention 
held  at  Dayton  in  1910.  He  has  attended  all  but  two  of  the  state 
conventions  in  the  last  twenty  years.  He  was  chairman  of  the  sena- 
torial committee  for  his  district  for  four  years  and  has  also  been  active 
in  the  political  affairs  of  his  Congressional  district.  He  was  appointed 
by  President  Cleveland  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Pension  Examiners. 

Dr.  Prince  was  Health  Officer  of  the  city  of  Piqua  for  a term 
of  two  years,  and  has  been  a member  of  the  Board  of  Education  for 
twenty-two  years,  and  has  twice  been  President  of  the  Board.  Also 
he  was  President  of  The  Ohio  State  School  Association  in  1907.  He 
takes  a very  warm  interest  in  educational  matters  and  was  the  first  man 
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to  get  school  business  properly  handled  by  the  legislative  committee 
of  the  State  Board.  He  was  instrumental  in  having  school  affairs 
taken  out  of  politics  and  the  splendid  work  which  the  legislative 
committee  is  now  doing  is  largely  owing  to  the  preliminary  work  of 
Dr.  Prince  and  committees  appointed  by  him. 

Dr.  Prince  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  in  which  he 
has  passed  to  the  Chapter  and  Council,  and  is  Past  Exalted  Ruler 
of  the  Piqua  Lodge  of  Elks.  He  is  also  a member  of  the  Red  Men 
and  has  been  Representative  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  that  body  for 
six  consecutive  years.  He  is  also  affiliated  with  the  Eagles.  His 
professional  societies  are:  The  Miami  County  Medical  Society,  The 
Ohio  State  Medical  Association,  The  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion and  The  National  Medical  Association. 

F.  L.  PRESTON  was  born  January  10,  1854,  in  Delaware,  Ohio, 
and  comes  of  a Democratic  family  dating  back  to  Colonial  days.  He 
received  his  early  education  at  the  grammar  school  and  high  school 
in  Columbus,  Ohio.  After  leaving  school  he  clerked  in  Nelsonville 
for  his  father  for  a time,  after  which  he  took  a position  in  the  coal  of- 
fice of  W.  B.  Brooks  & Son.  Later  he  became,  a traveling  salesman 
for  Brooks  & Baker,  manufacturers  of  enameled  and  stove  hollow 
ware.  In  1875  he  took  charge  of  the  general  office  at  Nelsonville 
for  the  mining  company  of  W.  B.  Brooks  & Son.  In  1881  he  en- 
gaged in  the  clothing  business  with  his  father  under  the  firm  name 
of  L.  P.  Preston  & Son,  and  has  been  connected  with  the  merchan- 
dise business  ever  since.  He  is  now  the  head  of  the  firm  of  F.  L. 
Preston  & Co.  which  conducts  one  of  the  finest  dry  goods  stores  in 
southern  Ohio,  He  is  also  the  senior  partner  of  the  business  house 
of  The  F.  L.  & S.  D.  Preston  Co.,  also  of  the  L.  P.  Preston  & Son 
Co.,  Nelsonville,  Ohio,  and  of  the  Belle  Centre  Store  Company  at 
Belle  Centre,  Ohio.  He  is  not  only  the  best  known  and  most  sub- 
stantial man  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  in  his  part  of  the  state, 
but  is  also  universally  respected  for  his  honorable  and  successful 
career. 

Mr.  Preston  is  as  well  known  as  a staunch  Democrat  as  he  is  as 
a business  man  and  has  been  identified  with  that  party  for  nearly 
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thirty-five  years.  He  cast  his  first  vote  for  Thomas  Ewing  and  his 
first  Presidential  vote  for  Samuel  J.  Tilden  in  1876.  He  has  never 
missed  a Democratic  convention  since  he  was  twenty-one  years  of 
age  and  has  always  been  a loyal  supporter  of  his  Party  ticket.  He 
was  a member  of  the  committee  which  brought  Allen  G.  Thurman, 
then  on  the  Presidential  ticket  with  Grover  Cleveland,  to  Nelson- 
ville.  In  fact  this  meeting  was  called  on  Mr.  Preston’s  suggestion, 
and  he  entertained  Senator  Thurman  and  his  party  at  his  home  in 
Nelsonville.  In  the  party  were  Senator  Outhwaite,  Charles  W. 
Baker,  Col.  James  Kilbourne,  Allen  W.  Thurman  and  W.  H.  Tay- 
lor and  others.  It  was  a memorable  occasion  and  that  Democratic 
meeting  brought  together  the  largest  assemblage  ever  held  at  Nelson- 
ville, estimated  at  25,000  people.  Mr.  Preston  has  taken  an  active 
part  in  many  county  conventions  and  has  frequently  been  offered 
nominations  but  has  declined,  mainly  because  his  large  business  inter- 
ests have  demanded  his  constant  attention.  He  is  a strong  Harmon 
man  and  by  reason  of  his  influence  and  high  character  is  able  to  do 
much  for  the  Democratic  Party. 

On  March  31,  1879,  F.  L.  Preston  married  Ella  Harrold  of 
Nelsonville.  They  had  two  children,  namely,  John  and  Fred  Dix 
Preston.  Following  the  death  of  Ella  Preston,  in  time  Mr.  Pres- 
ton married  Mrs.  Jennie  Wheeler  of  Logan,  Ohio,  October  10, 
1894.  John  Preston  was  educated  at  the  Ohio  University  where  he 
took  the  philosophical  course.  After  leaving  college  he  joined  his 
father  in  business.  He  is  a member  of  the  B.  P.  O.  E.  and  the  Phi 
Delta  Theta  college  fraternity.  Fred  Dix  Preston  is  a student  at 
the  Ohio  University  where  he  is  taking  the  classical  course.  He  is 
also  a member  of  the  Phi  Delta  Theta  fraternity. 

HERSHEL  V.  PRICE  was  born  in  Crawford  County,  Ohio,  Au- 
gust 19th,  1864.  He  attended  the  public  schools  until  sixteen  years 
of  age  and  then  took  a scientific  course  of  one  year  at  the  Ohio  Cen- 
tral College,  Iberia,  Ohio.  He  then  attended  the  Ohio  Northern 
University  at  Ada,  Ohio,  for  two  years,  after  which  he  was  clerk  in 
the  general  store  of  D.  M.  White  & Co.  for  ten  years.  From  1893 
to  1900  he  was  engaged  in  the  grain  business  and  in  1901  took  up 
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the  insurance  business.  He  conducted  his  office  alone  until  1908 
when  he  became  a partner  of  Castle  & Price  of  Galion.  Mr.  Price 
is  district  manager  and  claim  adjuster  for  the  United  States  Health 
and  Accident  Insurance  Co.  of  Saginaw,  Michigan. 

Mr.  Price  is  one  of  the  steadfast  Democrats  of  Crawford*  County 
and  is  a member  of  the  central  committee.  He  has  taken  an  active 
part  in  political  affairs  for  years  and  was  frequently  a delegate  to 
conventions  from  Morrow  County  before  he  came  to  Galion.  He 
was  chairman  of  the  Morrow  County  delegation  to  the  state  conven- 
tion in  1897  when  Horace  L.  Chapman  was  nominated  for  Gover- 
nor. He  was  township  assessor  in  Morrow  County  for  a term  of 
three  years.  His  social  fraternities  are  the  Masons  and  the  Elks.  He 
is  also  a member  of  the  Home  Guards  of  America. 

In  February,  1888,  Herschel  V.  Price  married,  Mary  B. 
daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Amick)  Tate,  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
they,  have  one  daughter.  Miss  Edna  Price,  who  is  a graduate  of  the 
Northwestern  University,  Chicago,  Illinois,  and  is  taking  a Post  Grad- 
uate course  to  perfect  herself  as  a professional  elocutionist. 

Mr.  Price’s  grandfather  was  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Mor- 
row County,  Ohio,  and  his  father,  Thomas  Price,  was  born  in  that 
county.  Both  were  active  Democrats.  His  mother,  Margaret 
(Coulter)  Price,  was  a native  of  Crawford  County. 


ORVELLE  RaUDABAUGH  was  born  on  a farm  in  Mercer 
County,  Ohio,  February  13,  1880.  He  attended  the  district  school 
until  eighteen  years  of  age,  when  he  entered  the  National  Normal 
School  at  Lebanon,  Ohio,  and  took  both  the  scientific  and  classic 
courses.  He  then  entered  the  law  department  of  Ohio  State  Uni- 
versity and  was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1 904,  in  which  year  also  he 
was  admitted  to  the  bar.  He  then  went  to  Pendleton,  Oregon,  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  of  that  state  and  practiced  there  for  a short  time, 
when  he  moved  to  Boise  City,  Idaho,  was  also  admitted  to  the  bar 
of  that  state  and  practiced  there  for  another  interval.  In  1905  he 
returned  to  Celina  where  he  has  already  risen  to  a place  among  the 
prominent  attorneys  of  Western  Ohio. 
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Mr.  Raudabaugh  comes  of  Democratic  ancestry  and  has  al- 
ways been  a disciple  of  that  political  faith.  He  takes  a lively  in- 
terest in  the  success  of  his  party,  is  a good  organizer  and  a wise  worker 
for  success  in  campaigns.  He  is  secretary  of  the  County  Executive 
Committee,  has  been  a member  of  the  School  Board  and  in  1907 
was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace.  His  social  affiliations  are  with  the 
Masons,  Knights  of  Pythias,  Odd  Fellows,  Eagles,  and  Woodmen 
of  the  World.  In  this  year,  1912,  he  is  the  Democratic  candidate 
for  Probate  Judge  and  all  the  indications  point  to  his  election. 

In  1901  Orvelle  Raudabaugh  married  Katherine  Coffman,  who 
died  in  1904.  On  August  17,  1908,  he  was  married  to  Blanche, 
daughter  of  William  E.  Snyder  of  Mercer  County.  They  have  one 
son,  Albert.  Mr.  Snyder  is  a prominent  Democrat  of  Mercer 
County  and  formerly  held  the  office  of  Recorder.  Mr.  Raudabaugh’s 
parents  were  Albert  and  Melissa  (Newcomb)  Raudabaugh.  Their 
children  are  Dr.  G.  N.  Raudabaugh,  J.  W.,  Orvelle,  Daisy  E., 
Margaret  and  Sadie.  G.  W.  Raudabaugh  (grandfather)  was  a 
pioneer  Democrat  of  Mercer  County.  He  held  the  offices  of  Treas- 
urer, Associate  Judge  and  member  of  the  Legislature. 


GEORGE  L.  Rodgers  was  born  at  Millerstown,  Perry  County, 
Ohio,  September  8,  1877,  and  after  passing  through  the  common 
schools  entered  the  Corning  High  School  from  which  he  was  grad- 
uated in  the  class  of  1893.  He  began  his  business  career  as  a clerk 
in  the  store  of  Samuel  Eichenbaum  where  he  remained  for  eight 
years  and  then  established  himself  in  business  at  Corning. 

In  1902  he  was  nominated  for  Clerk  of  Courts  but  declined  the 
office.  In  1904  he  was  secretary  of  the  County  Executive  Commit- 
tee and  in  1908  was  elected  County  Treasurer  on  the  Democratic 
ticket,  which  position  he  still  holds.  He  was  at  both  conventions  that 
nominated  Judson  Harmon  for  Governor  in  1908  and  in  1910,  and  he 
was  assistant  Sergeant-at-Arms  of  the  convention  that  nominated  Pat- 
tison  for  Governor  in  1905.  He  was  the  organizer  of  the  McLean 
Club  of  Corning. 

Mr.  Rodger’s  father  was  Joseph  T.  Rodgers  who  died  in  April, 
1910.  He  was  a prominent  real  estate  and  stock  and  grain  dealer. 
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and  was  Republican  councilman  in  Corning  for  many  years.  His 
grandfather,  Joseph  Rodgers,  who  laid  out  Corning  in  1878,  was  born 
in  Wheeling,  Virginia,  in  1831.  He  was  one  of  the  original  settlers 
of  Corning.  George  L.  Rodger’s  great-uncle,  Nelson  Rodgers,  was 
born  May  6,  1826,  and  was  Infirmary  Director  for  many  years.  From 
this  record  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Rodgers  family  is  one  of  the  oldest 
in  that  part  of  the  state. 

George  L.  Rodgers  is  a prominent  society  man.  He  is  a member 
of  the  Masonic  Fraternity  and  Past  Master  of  the  Blue  Lodge,  Past 
Commander  of  the  Knights  Templars  and  is  also  a member  of  the 
Shrine.  He  is  a Royal  Knight  of  the  Maccabees  and  was  Past  Com- 
mander in  that  order  when  nineteen  years  of  age.  He  is  also  a mem- 
ber of  the  B.  P.  O.  E.  Lodge  No.  509.  In  1909  he  married  Miss 
Marguerite  Travis  of  Corning,  Ohio. 


CHARLES  F.  Ribble,  son  of  Phillip  and  Sarah  Ribble,  was 
born  at  Triadelphia,  Morgan  County,  Ohio,  November  22,  1872. 
He  attended  the  country  schools  of  York  Township,  Morgan  County, 
and  of  Harrison  Township,  Muskingum  County,  Ohio,  and  completed 
his  education  at  Muskingum  College,  New  Concord,  Ohio.  In  1882 
his  parents  moved  from  Morgan  County  into  Harrison  Township, 
Muskingum  County.  His  early  days  were  spent  on  the  farm,  after 
which  he  taught  country  schools  for  several  years.  He  studied  law 
in  the  office  of  the  late  J.  A.  Ivers  in  McConnelsville,  Muskingum 
County,  Ohio,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1901  and  has  been  en- 
gaged in  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Zanesville  since  December  of 
that  year. 

Mr.  Ribble  has  always  been  identified  with  the  Democratic 
Party  and  has  served  upon  the  county  executive  committee  at  dif- 
ferent times.  He  was  elected  Prosecuting  Attorney  of  Muskingum 
County  in  1910  and  re-elected  in  1912. 

On  June  9,  1908,  Charles  F.  Ribble  married  Louise  K.  Pur- 
sell  of  Zanesville.  He  is  an  active  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church 
and  its  auxiliary  societies. 
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JOHN  G.  Romer  was  born  at  St.  Henry,  Mercer  County,  Ohio, 
May  11,1 8 72.  After  passing  through  the  public  schools  he  entered 
St.  Mary’s  Institute,  Dayton,  Ohio,  where  he  took  a scientific  course 
during  the  years  1886,  1887  and  1888.  He  then  entered  business 
as  a merchant  and  became  a traveling  salesman  for  six  years.  He 
then  took  up  the  study  of  the  law,  entered  Chicago-Kent  College  of 
Law  and  was  graduated  therefrom  in  1 900.  He  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  the  same  year  and  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Celina, 
where  he  has  already  achieved  a reputation  which  justifies  ranking  him 
in  the  front  rank  of  the  legal  talent  of  Western  Ohio. 

Mr.  Romer’s  father  was  a Democrat  and  he  has  always  been  a 
disciple  of  that  political  faith.  Long  before  he  became  of  age  he  was 
taking  an  active  part  in  political  affairs.  He  has  been  a member  of 
the  County  Central  and  Executive  Committees  and  has  been  a delegate 
to  many  conventions  and  was  one  of  those  who  helped  to  nominate 
John  R.  McLean  for  Governor  in  1899.  He  is  a good  organizer,  an 
effective  committee  worker  and  commands  the  confidence  of  his  party 
in  his  district.  He  was  mentioned  for  Congress  in  1907,  was  elected 
Prosecuting  Attorney  in  1908  and  re-elected  in  1910.  He  was  Clerk 
of  the  Board  of  Election  for  two  years  and  has  done  a great  deal  of 
speaking  throughout  the  West  during  national  campaigns.  He  is 
State  President  of  the  Catholic  Knights  of  America  and  takes  a very 
active  part  in  their  convention  work.  He  is  also  a member  of  the 
Knights  of  St.  John  and  the  Knights  of  Columbus. 

On  October  10,  1905,  John  G.  Romer  married  Catherine, 
daughter  of  George  Van  Oss,  Sr.,  of  Auglaize  County.  They  have 
two  children,  John  and  Rebecca.  Mr.  Romer’s  parents  were  John 
H.  and  Rebecca  (Beekman)  Romer,  both  of  whom  are  living.  Their 
children  are,  William  H.,  Cashier  of  the  St.  Henry  Bank,  John  G., 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  George  B.,  a Civil  Service  official,  Edward 
F.,  State  Bank  Examiner,  Elizabeth,  and  Matilda,  now  Mrs.  H.  J. 
Bernard. 
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Joseph  H.  Newton  was  born  January  10,  1836,  at  Smithfield, 
Jefferson  County,  Ohio,  his  parents  being  George  F.  and  Eliza 
(Gray)  Newton.  When  two  years  old  his  father  removed  to  Holmes 
County,  where  the  subject  of  this  sketch  acquired  a common  school  and 
academic  education.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  \\e  left  the  student’s 
desk  for  the  printer’s  case.  He  learned  the  printing  trade  in  the  office 
of  the  Holmes  County  Farmer,  of  which  his  father  at  that  time  was  the 
owner  and  proprietor,  and  when  twenty  years  of  age  he  became  the 
editor  of  the  paper  in  the  notable  presidential  campaign  of  1836.  His 
vigorous  articles  in  behalf  of  Buchanan  and  Breckenridge  in  that  cam- 
paign under  the  caption  of  “Buck  and  Breck’’  were  extensively  copied 
by  Democratic  papers  throughout  northern  Ohio. 

On  December  16,  1858,  Mr.  Newton  and  Miss  Anna  M. 
Sproal,  a prominent  and  highly  respected  young  woman  of  Millers- 
burg,  Ohio,  went  from  that  place  to  Mansfield,  where  they  were  mar- 
ried. At  this  period  Mr.  Newton  had  an  intimate  personal  acquaint- 
ance with  the  famous  Artemus  Ward,  Mr.  Charles  F.  Browne,  then 
city  editor  of  the  Cleveland  Plain  Dealer,  and  the  event  of  his  mar- 
riage was  the  subject  of  a characteristic  bit  of  drollery  from  the  merry 
pen  of  Mr.  Browne  under  the  caption  of  “Gone  and  Done  It.’’ 

By  this  marriage  three  children  were  born,  two  of  whom,  a son 
and  a daughter,  died  in  infancy.  The  third,  Eliza,  became  the  wife 
of  the  late  Andrew  H.  Pierson,  formerly  business  manager  of  the 
Newark  Advocate,  who  died  October  15,  1907.  On  February  8, 
1912,  she  was  married  to  Mr.  George  N.  Safford,  of  Rockford, 
Illinois. 

In  1859  Mr.  Newton  sold  his  interest  in  the  Holmes  County 
Farmer  to  Judge  J.  A.  Estill.  He  subsequently  became  deputy 
county  auditor  and  was  elected  to  the  office,  serving  two  terms  from 
1870  to  1874.  He  was  also  a member  of  the  board  of  education  of 
Millersburg  for  a period  of  ten  years. 

In  the  spring  of  1877  Mr.  Newton  became  occupied  with  J.  A. 
Caldwell  in  the  publication  of  local  historical  works,  which  engage- 
ment continued  for  nearly  three  years.  During  this  time  Mr.  Newton 
wrote  and  edited  histories  of  the  counties  of  Clearfield,  Jefferson  and 
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Venango  in  Pennsylvania,  the  four  counties  of  the  Pan  Handle  in 
West  Virginia,  and  the  counties  of  Belmont  and  Jefferson  in  Ohio. 

Some  of  these  works  contained  an  exhaustive  history  of  that  inter- 
esting period  in  western  annals  when  the  Ohio  river  was  the  dividing 
line  between  the  western  frontier,  settled  by  whites,  and  the  trackless 
wilderness  which  was  the  abode  of  powerful  tribes  of  hostile  Indians, 
the  preparation  and  editing  of  which  required  extensive  and  careful 
research. 

In  January,  1880,  Mr.  Newton  became  an  editorial  writer  on  the 
Wheeling  Register , and  manager  of  the  weekly  edition  of  that  paper. 
In  March  of  the  same  year  he  severed  his  connection  with  the  Wheel- 
ing Register  to  become  editor  of  the  Newark  Advocate , and  during 
his  continuous  connection  with  the  paper,  covering  a period  of  thirty- 
two  years,  he  has  become  well  known  throughout  the  state  as  a prom- 
inent editor. 

The  Advocate  is  in  every  respect  a Democratic  organ.  The 
principles  of  Jefferson’s  party  are  vigorously  supported  and  its  uncom- 
promising stand  for  Democratic  doctrine  at  all  times  has  earned  for  it 
a well  deserved  place  among  the  foremost  Democratic  papers  of  the 
state. 

Two  years  after  Mr.  Newton  took  charge  of  the  Advocate , the 
Daily  Advocate  was  started  by  him  and  the  success  that  it  has  achieved 
is  owing,  more  than  anything  else,  to  the  energy  and  push  of  its 
founder.  For  a number  of  years  it  was  the  largest  Democratic  daily 
published  in  any  city  the  size  of  Newark  in  the  state. 

Mr.  Newton,  aside  from  his  editorial  work,  has  always  been  a 
great  admirer  of  Izaak  Walton  and  is  an  enthusiastic  angler.  His 
fondness  for  this  sport  and  his  knowledge  of  fish  culture  received 
recognition  from  Governor  James  E.  Campbell,  who  in  March,  1 890, 
appointed  him  a member  of  the  State  Board  of  Fish  and  Game  Com- 
missioners. He  served  four  years  on  this  board  and  was  then  com- 
pelled to  resign  on  account  of  numerous  other  duties. 

In  July,  1893,  Mr.  Newton  became  Postmaster  of  Newark  and 
served  until  April,  1 898,  some  nine  months  after  the  expiration  of  his 
term.  He  served  on  the  State  Fish  and  Game  Commission  from 
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1890  to  1893  and  was  a trustee  of  the  Massillon  State  Hospital 
Board  for  four  years  under  the  administration  of  Governor  Nash. 
For  the  past  several  years  he  has  been  President  of  the  Ohio  Demo- 
cratic Editorial  Association. 

On  December  16,  1908,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Newton  celebrated 
their  golden  wedding  anniversary  at  their  home  in  Newark,  the  event 
being  one  of  the  most  notable  of  the  kind  ever  held  in  that  city. 

CHARLES  Rausch  was  born  in  Darby  Township,  Union 
County,  Ohio,  September  27,  1863.  He  was  educated  in  the  com- 
mon schools  and  has  been  a farmer  all  his  life. 

Mr.  Rausch  has  been  indentified  with  the  public  life  of  Union 
County  for  many  years  and  has  always  been  a loyal  supporter  of  the 
Democratic  Party.  He  is  a regular  attendant  at  all  Democratic 
county  conventions  and  takes  an  active  part  in  those  conventions.  He 
was  township  assessor  two  terms,  township  trustee  eight  years  and  at 
present  holds  the  office  of  County  Commissioner,  to  which  he  was 
elected  in  1911.  He  takes  a warm  interest  in  educational  affairs 
and  was  a member  of  the  school  board  for  ten  years.  He  has  also 
filled  the  responsible  position  of  Judge  of  Elections. 

Charles  Rausch  married  Anna  K.,  daughter  of  George  Mader, 
of  Union  County,  and  they  have  a family  of  six  children.  Mr. 
Rausch’s  parents  were  John  and  Caroline  Rausch.  John  Rausch 
was  a native  of  Union  County  and  was  a prominent  Democrat  of  his 
day  in  his  locality.  He  was  a successful  farmer  and  held  several 
public  offices. 

George  Dietrich  Raab  was  born  in  Middletown,  Ohio,  Sep- 
tember 15,  1885,  and  after  passing  through  the  public  schools  was  a 
student  for  one  year  at  Capital  University,  Columbus,  Ohio.  He  is 
engaged  in  the  grocery  business. 

Mr.  Raab  is  one  of  the  active  young  Democrats  of  Butler  County. 
He  takes  a prominent  part  in  local  politics  and  is  second  Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Young  Men’s  Democratic  Club. 

In  1897  George  Dietrich  Raab  married  Miss  Bertha  Bunnell. 
Mr.  Raab’s  parents  were  Martin  and  Lena  Raab. 
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JAMES  Ross, — American  progress  as  a unit  is  best  typified  by 
the  development  of  the  individual  in  this  country.  Indeed,  it  is  from 
this  development  that  our  national  progress  has  been  evolved.  The 
New  World  afforded  limitless  opportunities  for  the  expansion  of  the 
individual  that  were  denied  him  in  the  Old.  These  opportunitise  acted 
like  a magnet  upon  the  overcrowded  population  of  Europe  and  drew 
hither  untold  numbers  of  men  and  women  having  the  blood  of  all  the 
enlightened  nations  in  their  veins,  whose  children  were  destined  by  the 
force  of  natural  conditions  to  thrive,  physically,  mentally  and  morally, 
under  natural  influences  and  acquired  institutions  unknown  to  their  an- 
cestors. And  so  the  New  World  gave  birth  to  a new  nation — cosmo- 
politan because  it  had  no  common  heritage,  virile  because  it  sprang 
from  those  who  had  dared  much  and  endured  more,  and  triumphant 
because  Opportunity  laid  bare  and  broad  before  it  the  path  of  Prog- 
ress. 

James  Ross  is  both  a product  of  the  world-wide  movement  of 
the  race  influenced  by  these  conditions  and  a striking  example  of  its 
individual  potentialities.  Born  of  German  parents  in  the  picturesque 
and  historic  village  of  Reynoldsburg,  Franklin  County,  July  10,  1862, 
with  no  resources  from  inheritance  nor  protection  of  helpful  influences 
in  a material  sense,  he  was  left  an  orphan  at  the  age  of  four  years. 
Under  the  care  of  those  whose  condition  in  life  was  not  more  favorable 
than  that  of  his  parents  had  been,  the  boy  “grew  up,”  as  boys  do, 
apparently,  by  no  common  law — strong  of  limb,  mentally  alert  and 
eager  to  meet  the  world.  He  attended  the  village  schools  and  the 
high  school  and  in  his  later  youth  a business  college.  With  these  insti- 
tutions his  text-book  lore  found  its  limitations.  Meanwhile  he  worked 
on  the  farm,  did  odd  jobs  for  pay  and  many  more  for  no  pay,  as  is  the 
custom  with  country  youth,  and  presently  attained  the  dignity  of  clerk 
in  a “general  store.” 

It  was  either  a natural  aptitude  for  friction  or  a laudable  ambi- 
tion— perhaps  both, — that  led  the  young  man  into  politics.  Thus  far, 
at  any  rate,  his  experiences  had  well  qualified  him  for  it,  at  least  in 
that  day  and  under  the  conditions  of  that  period.  Political  fortune 
first  favored  him  in  1885,  with  an  appointment  as  deputy  clerk  of  the 
courts  of  Franklin  County  under  Clerk  John  J.  Joyce.  He  served 
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creditably  in  this  position  and  in  1888  received  the  appointment  of 
deputy  sheriff  under  the  late  Sheriff  Bryce  W.  Custer,  serving  four 
years.  In  1891  he  was  elected  Sheriff  of  Franklin  County  on  the 
Democratic  ticket  and  was  reelected  in  1893. 

Since  the  latter  year  Mr.  Ross  has  held  no  elective  office  and  been 
a candidate  for  none.  His  political  activity  however,  has  been  un- 
ceasing. He  was  a member  of  the  Democratic  State  Central  Com- 
mittee in  1898,  1899,  1905,  1906,  1907  and  1908;  member  of  the 
State  Executive  Committee  in  1899;  chairman  of  the  County  Execu- 
tive Committee  in  1896  and  a member  since  1885;  delegate  to  the 
Democratic  National  conventions  of  1904  and  1908  and  in  the  latter 
year  chairman  of  the  Ohio  delegation. 

These  long  continued  energies,  inspired  by  no  hope  of  material 
reward,  but  involving  the  sacrifice  of  much  time  and  no  little  means  in 
the  service  of  Democracy,  inevitably  suggest  that  the  man  who  exerted 
them  discharged  large  responsibilities  in  local,  state  and  national  poli- 
tics. In  the  last  named  field  Mr.  Ross  has  been  the  trusted  counsellor, 
as  well  as  the  loyal  supporter,  of  many  leaders  of  the  party  whose 
names  will  remain  long  on  the  pages  of  American  history.  He  is  one 
of  the  few  active  participants  in  national  politics  of  whom  it  may  be 
truthfully  said  that  his  advice  was  oftener  solicited  than  volunteered; 
and  it  might  be  added  that  in  almost  every  case  where  it  was  obtained 
or  offered,  events  proved  the  correctness  of  his  judgment.  His  influ- 
ence has  been  felt  in  the  shaping  of  national  policies,  as  well  as  the 
nomination  and  election  of  national  candidates;  for  his  interest  in  Dem- 
ocratic principles  has  been  quite  as  loyal  and  consistent  as  his  attach- 
ment to  any  candidate  whose  cause  and  personal  qualification  may  have 
claimed  his  support  for  the  time  being.  When  the  results  of  each  na- 
tional conflict  in  which  he  was  engaged,  terminated  to  his  original  lik- 
ing, Mr.  Ross  at  once  became  an  enthusiast  in  the  interest  of  victory; 
when  it  did  not,  he  bowed  to  the  will  of  the  majority  and  remained  a 
Democrat  still. 

In  state  politics  the  subject  of  this  sketch  has  been  an  important 
factor,  almost  from  his  first  entrance  into  the  political  arena.  It  is  the 
boast  of  his  friends,  and  one  justified  by  party  history,  that  he  has  never 
gone  into  a state  convention,  as  the  head  or  in  control  of  a delegation  or 
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numerous  delegations,  without  an  avowed  object  in  view  and  an  un- 
swerving loyalty  to  that  object.  To  be  epigrammatic,  “his  word  was 
as  good  as  his  bond.”  If  doomed  to  defeat,  he  went  down  with  his 
colors  flying;  if  successful,  he  was  wisely  conciliatory  toward  the  less 
fortunate  and  intent  only  upon  the  good  of  the  party  in  the  ensuing 
campaign.  It  was  never  in  his  nature  to  betray  a candidate  to  whose 
support  he  had  been  pledged;  and  it  is  doubtless  this  fact,  coupled 
with  his  natural  aptitude  for  political  leadership,  which  has  pro- 
longed his  participation  in  state  politics  far  beyond  the  period  which 
most  men  who  enter  that  field  can  claim  as  indicating  the  duration  of 
their  influence  in  public  affairs. 

It  is  perhaps  inevitable  that  a man  with  such  a history  should  at 
one  time  or  another  or  many  times,  be  termed  a “boss”  especially  by 
those  at  home  who  did  not  share  his  confidence  or  understand  his  real 
objects.  And  it  is  quite  probable  that,  while,  acquiring  this  unenviable 
title,  the  recipient  of  it  was  at  times  arbitrary  in  the  exercise  of  power, 
as  few  men  would  not  be,  and  perhaps  no  man  could  not  be,  and  still 
achieve  the  uniform  results  that  have  characterized  the  activity  of  Mr. 
Ross  in  behalf  of  the  Democratic  Party.  But  in  whatever  spirit  the 
title  has  been  bestowed  upon  him,  and  regardless  of  its  aptness  from 
the  standpoint  of  his  critics,  the  fact  remains  that,  if  “bossism”  has  ever 
been  an  element  in  Mr.  Ross’  leadership,  he  has  not  personally  profited 
from  it.  Indeed,  his  whole  political  career,  aside  from  the  mere  hold- 
ing of  a comparatively  unimportant  office  years  ago,  has  been  distin- 
guished, if  for  no  other  consideration,  from  the  fact  that  his  public 
service  has  been  a personal  sacrifice. 

Always  eager  to  win,  it  would  nevertheless  have  been,  almost  in 
every  instance  for  him,  better,  from  a selfish  standpoint,  to  have  lost. 
The  countless  campaigns  in  which  he  has  carried  the  burden  of  work 
and  the  burden  of  resources;  his  business  sacrifices  for  the  sake  of  party 
success;  his  zeal  in  the  face  of  disappointment  and  devotion,  despite 
mental  worry  and  physical  distress;  his  fidelity  to  those  who  with  him 
carried  the  flag  into  the  thickest  of  the  fight,  whether  it  led  to  victory  or 
defeat;  his  generosity  toward  his  friends  and  his  forbearance  when  his 
confidence  was  betrayed — all  these  attributes  of  his  character  and  evi- 
dences of  his  unselfish  service  stamp  James  Ross  as  a politcial  leader 
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worthy  to  be  tested  in  the  fires  of  experience  and  able  to  emerge  there- 
from, like  the  iron  from  the  forge,  red  hot,  perhaps,  with  the  glow  of 
vitality,  but  in  the  cooling  process,  purified,  tempered  and  strengthened. 

Aside  from  his  political  career,  the  natural  endowments  of  the 
leader  of  the  Franklin  County  Democracy  would  have  proven  his  title 
to  honorable  citizenship  in  any  community.  He  has  been  successful  in 
business  and  interested  in  civic  welfare  since  early  manhood.  He  pos- 
sesses that  too  rare  faculty  of  broadening  himself  by  his  associations. 
He  grows;  he  absorbs  helpful  things.  The  old  pass  away  from  him 
and  he  reaches  out  to  come  in  contact  with  the  new.  That  is  why  his 
political  star  has  remained  so  long  in  the  ascendancy;  but,  far  above 
and  beyond  that — deeper  and  broader  and  higher  than  all  the  condi- 
tions that  merge  themselves  in  the  strife  of  factions  and  the  conflict  of 
parties — the  secret  of  James  Ross’  usefulness  in  the  great  world  of  af- 
fairs, is  the  secret  inherent  in  every  good  thought  or  word  or  deed,  but 
whose  origin  is  revealed  by  none.  It  is  written  on  no  parchment.  It  is 
inscribed  on  no  stone.  It  is  borne  on  no  breeze.  It  is  circumscribed  by 
no  horizon.  It  is  the  secret  of  Infinite  Good,  proceeding  whence  and 
progressing  whither  no  man  knoweth;  but  every  man  may  share  its 
benefaction  more  or  less,  by  the  inspiration  to  possess  it  and  the  will  to 
bear  it  upward  in  the  struggle  of  life,  according  to  his  power  and  his 
light. 

CHARLES  Leroy  Russell  is  one  of  the  best  known  Demo- 
crats in  Morrow  County  and  is  also  one  of  the  best  known  and  most 
reputable  of  Mt.  Gilead’s  business  men.  He  was  born  at  Mt.  Gi- 
lead, March  17,  1857,  and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  place.  In  1873  he  became  a clerk  in  a clothing  store  at  Mt. 
Gilead,  after  which  he  learned  the  trade  of  cutter  and  has  been  en- 
gaged in  the  same  store  as  clerk,  cutter  and  proprietor  since  1873. 

Mr.  Russell  has  long  been  affiliated  with  the  Democratic  Party 
and  has  been  an  active  and  valued  worker  for  its  success  not  only 
during  campaigns  but  by  serving  upon  committees  and  acting  as  dele- 
gate. He  has  not  only  been  a member  of  congressional,  senatorial, 
judicial  and  county  committees  many  times,  but  has  served  as  chair- 
man, secretary  and  treasurer.  He  has  been  delegate  to  state,  congres- 
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sional,  judicial  and  senatorial  conventions  many  times  during  the  past 
thirty  years  and  has  a wide  acquaintance  among  the  active  Demo- 
crats of  the  state.  Mr.  Russell  was  appointed  Post  Master  at  Mt. 
Gilead  by  President  Cleveland,  May  27,  1894,  and  filled  that  of- 
fice for  four  years. 

On  September  14,  1881,  Charles  L.  Russell  married  Susan 
Chloe  Mooney.  His  parents  were  Barton  S.  and  Malinda  C.  Rus- 
sell. Mr.  Russell  is  a member  of  Mt.  Gilead  Lodge  No.  206  F.  & 
A.  M.,  Mt.  Gilead  Chapter,  No.  59  R.  A.  M.,  Marion  Council  No. 
22  R.  & S.  M.,  Marion  Commandery  No.  36  Knights  Templar. 

JUDGE  John  Roehm  was  born  in  the  city  of  Dayton,  Ohio, 
January  29,  1871.  After  graduating  from  the  high  school  he  took 
up  the  study  of  law  and  was  duly  admitted  to  the  bar,  March  3, 
1892.  He  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  his  native  city  and  is 
recognized  as  one  of  the  soundest  attorneys  in  Montgomery  County. 

Judge  Roehm  has  always  been  a Democrat  and  a faithful  and 
able  worker  for  the  Party.  He  began  to  take  an  active  interest  in 
political  affairs  as  soon  as  he  attained  his  majority  and  from  1893  to 
1898  was  a member  of  the  City  Executive  Committee.  He  also 
served  on  the  County  Committee  in  1894  and  was  Clerk  of  the 
Board  of  Education  during  1894  and  1895.  In  1898  he  was  elected 
Police  Judge  for  a term  of  three  years  and  was  a candidate  for  Com- 
mon Pleas  Judge  in  1900  when  he  was  defeated.  In  that  year 
also  he  was  a candidate  for  Mayor  at  the  Primaries  in  which  Edward 
Burkhart  received  the  nomination.  He  has  been  assistant  City  So- 
licitor since  1910. 

In  1911  when  the  people  of  Ohio  decided  to  hold  the  Fourth 
Constitutional  Convention  and  cast  about  to  find  the  wisest  and  ablest 
men  to  send  to  that  important  conclave  the  people  of  Montgomery 
County  selected  Judge  Roehm  as  one  of  their  three  delegates  and  he 
was  a member  of  that  convention  which  sat  in  Columbus  in  1912. 
Judge  Roehm  is  a member  of  the  Elks  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 
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Franklin  Rubrecht,  son  of  Joel  and  Priscilla  (Heller) 
Rubrecht,  was  born  in  Delaware,  Ohio,  August  31,  1867.  His 
father,  Joel  Rubrecht,  was  a native  of  Berks  County,  Pennsylvania, 
and  was  born  in  1 839.  Subsequently  he  moved  to  Delaware,  Ohio, 
and  engaged  in  contracting  and  architectural  work.  He  married  Pris- 
cilla Heller  who  was  a native  of  Delaware  County,  Ohio,  and  was 
born  in  1842  and  died  in  1894. 

Franklin  Rubrecht  received  his  early  education  in  the  common 
schools  and  High  School  at  Delaware;  after  which  he  spent  part  of 
a term  in  Sharp’s  Business  College.  At  that  early  day  he  began  to 
exhibit  that  characteristic  of  indomitableness  which  has  been  a dis- 
tinctive factor  in  his  life  and  success. 

Having  decided  on  the  Law  as  his  vocation  he  entered  the  law 
office  of  R.  H.  Platt  as  a student  and  at  the  same  time  took  up  tele- 
graphy with  the  Western  Union  Telegraph  Company  at  Columbus 
to  earn  enough  money  to  enable  him  to  pursue  his  legal  studies.  In 
1890  he  entered  the  law  department  of  the  Ohio  State  University  and 
was  graduated  in  October,  1892.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  the 
same  year  and  immediately  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  in 
Columbus.  In  1897  he  was  appointed  assistant  director  of  law  at 
the  City  Hall  and  was  selected  for  Police  Prosecutor  under  Judge 
Selwyn  N.  Owen,  serving  two  years.  In  1 899  he  was  elected  attor- 
ney for  the  Columbus  Humane  Society  and  on  April  9,  1 900,  he  was 
appointed  first  assistant  director  of  law  by  Hon.  Luke  G.  Byrne,  and 
had  full  charge  of  the  litigation  of  the  city  government  until  he  retired 
from  public  office  in  1902.  His  admirable  work  as  an  official,  his 
scrupulous  care  in  handling  legal  cases,  his  untiring  perseverance  and 
disdain  of  obstacles  have  given  him  a peculiar  distinction  in  the  Frank- 
lin County  Bar. 

Mr.  Rubrecht  has  always  been  a consistent  Democrat,  taking  a 
warm  interest  in  the  success  of  his  party  and  has  served  two  terms  as 
chairman  of  the  Democratic  Committee  for  the  Twelfth  Congressional 
District. 

On  September  18,  1894,  Franklin  Rubrecht  married  Blanche, 
daughter  of  Mr.  O.  H.  Newell,  who  was  a war  telegrapher  on  the 
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field  during  the  Civil  War  and  is  still  prominently  connected  with  the 
Western  Union  Telegraph  Company.  They  have  one  daughter,  Mer- 
cedes Elizabeth  Rubrecht.  Mr.  Rubrecht  is  affiliated  with  Columbus 
Lodge  No.  37  B.  P.  O.  E.,  Columbus  Lodge  No.  30  F.  & A.  M., 
the  Royal  Arcanum,  and  is  a member  of  the  Supreme  Council  thereof; 
and  is  a Director  of  Columbus  Humane  Society  and  Vice-President 
of  the  Columbus  Newsboys*  Home  Association. 

George  F.  Robinson,  son  of  William  N.  and  Nancy  Robin- 
son, was  born  near  Miamisville,  Ohio,  November  28,  1845.  After 
passing  through  the  public  schools  he  took  a course  at  Milford  Sem- 
inary, finishing  his  education  at  Miami  University  at  Oxford,  Ohio. 

Mr.  Robinson  is  one  of  the  strong  unswerving  Democrats  of 
Ohio  and  is  deservedly  popular  in  his  part  of  the  state.  He  has  twice 
been  Mayor  of  Washington  C.  H.  and  has  the  record  of  having 
served  four  years  in  the  city  council.  Also  he  has  been  a member  of 
the  Board  of  Education  for  fourteen  years  and  was  Treasurer  of 
Union  Township  for  three  terms.  He  is  a member  of  the  Elks,  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  is  a member  of  the  local  lodge  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  and  has  been  Senior  Vice-Commander  of  the 
Department  of  Ohio. 

In  1872  George  F.  Robinson  married  Lavina  Bramble,  of  Mad- 
isonville,  Ohio.  In  1904  Mr.  Robinson  was  appointed  by  Gov. 
Myron  T.  Herrick  as  one  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Soldiers’ 
and  Widows*  Home  at  Madison,  Ohio,  and  served  in  that  position 
until  the  Home  was  taken  over  by  the  New  Central  Board  of  Control. 


HERMAN  L.  Reuter,  of  Sandusky,  Ohio,  was  elected  Sheriff 
of  Erie  County,  Ohio,  on  the  7th  day  of  November  1908,  and  re- 
elected in  November,  1910,  for  his  second  term  by  a large  majority. 
He  is  the  first  Democratic  Sheriff,  who  has  been  elected  for  a second 
term  in  thirty-three  years.  He  has  made  an  admirable  Sheriff  and  the 
office  has  never  had  an  abler  incumbent.  He  has  always  attracted 
attention  as  a worker  in  the  Democratic  Ranks. 
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William  R.  Ryan  was  born  in  the  city  of  Detroit,  in  1855, 
and  after  passing  through  the  public  schools  took  a course  in  a busi- 
ness college.  He  settled  in  Cleveland  in  1872  and  worked  in  rolling 
mills  at  Newburg  until  1880.  After  this  he  was  connected  with  a 
drug  store  in  Newburg  for  some  time  and  then  took  up  the  cigar  busi- 
ness, but  finally  opened  a real  estate  office,  in  which  business  he  is 
now  engaged. 

Mr.  Ryan  is  as  well  known  in  political  as  in  business  circles, 
and  has  always  been  affiliated  with  the  Democratic  Party.  He  cast 
his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Samuel  J.  Tilden  in  1876  and  was  sec- 
retary and  treasurer  of  the  First  Voters  Club  of  the  old  fifteenth 
ward  in  that  year.  He  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  from  1883  to 
1886  and  was  First  Deputy  Sheriff  from  1887  to  1891.  In  the  last 
named  year  he  was  nominated  for  sheriff  and  his  election  followed. 
He  made  an  admirable  public  official  and  conducted  the  office  of 
sheriff  so  ably  that  at  the  expiration  of  his  first  term  he  was  reelected 
in  1895.  From  1883  to  1900  he  was  present  at  almost  every  state 
convention  and  was  a member  of  the  state  central  committee  from 
1895  to  1900.  In  1895  he  was  treasurer  of  the  county  committee. 
Mr.  Ryan  established  and  managed  Manhattan  Beach,  now  known 
as  White  City  Park,  and  takes  a vital  interest  in  the  substantial  prog- 
ress of  Cleveland. 

August  Ruihley  was  born  near  the  village  of  Archbold,  in 
German  Township,  Fulton  County,  Ohio,  August  3,  1869.  He  at- 
tended the  public  school  until  1885  when  he  entered  the  Fayette  Nor- 
mal College  where  he  took  the  teachers’  scientific  course,  leaving  school 
a short  time  before  graduation.  For  the  next  four  years  he  taught 
school,  part  of  the  time  in  Fulton  County,  and  part  of  the  time  in  out- 
side schools.  He  was  clerk  of  German  Township  for  fifteen  years. 
While  clerk  of  the  township,  he  started  the  gravel  road  movement  and 
through  his  influence  the  first  stone  road  was  built  in  Fulton  County, 
Ohio.  Besides  holding  the  office  of  Clerk  of  German  Township,  he 
held  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  at  this  date  is  still  serving  in 
that  capacity  having  been  Justice  for  the  past  17  years.  In  1895  he 
took  up  the  study  of  law  and  read  extensively  but  never  applied  for  a 
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license.  He  has  been  clerk  of  the  Board  of  Education  for  seventeen 
years  and  his  influence  for  the  betterment  of  the  country  schools  is 
wide- felt.  In  1900  he  was  appointed  census  enumerator.  The  first 
position  to  which  he  was  elected  was  assessor  of  German  Township. 
In  1891  he  was  a candidate  for  Clerk  of  Courts  in  Fulton  County; 
but  as  the  County  being  strong  Republican  he  made  no  effort  to  be 
elected,  yet  he  reduced  the  Republican  majority  by  three  hundred. 

Mr.  Ruihley  has  been  an  active  Democrat  in  Fulton  County  for 
many  years.  He  is  an  effective  organizer  and  has  done  a great  deal 
of  valuable  work  for  the  Democratic  Party  as  a member  of  the  County 
Central  and  Executive  Committees.  He  is  well  known  at  conven- 
tions, having  frequently  been  delegate  to  senatorial,  Congressional  and 
Judicial  bodies. 

In  1891,  he  married  Anna,  daughter  of  Conrad  Frey,  a repre- 
sentative farmer  and  prominent  Democrat  of  German  Township. 
They  have  three  children,  Pearl  A.,  a graduate  of  The  Western  Col- 
lege for  Women  of  Oxford,  O.,  Alonzo  C.,  now  a student  of  Miami 
University  and  Elliot  F.,  who  is  attending  the  home  High  School. 
Mr.  Ruihley’s  father  was  Clemens  Ruihley,  a native  of  Switzerland, 
who  came  to  America  in  1 854  and  died  in  1 889.  He  was  a farmer 
and  well  known  Democrat  of  Fulton  County.  Mr.  Ruihley’s  father 
married  Mary  Schultz  of  Defiance,  Ohio,  a native  of  Germany,  who 
came  to  America  with  her  parents  in  her  infancy.  She  died  in  the 
spring  of  1874  when  only  34  years  of  age,  leaving  three  children, 
William,  John,  and  August.  For  August  Ruihley  can  be  said  that 
if  any  public  improvement  is  to  be  made  in  his  vicinity  he  never  follows, 
but  is  always  in  the  lead  for  progress. 

Hon.  David  L.  Rockwell,  candidate  for  Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor in  1905,  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  of  the  younger  element  of  the 
Democratic  Party  of  Ohio.  He  was  bom  in  the  city  of  Akron, 
Ohio,  August  11,  1877.  His  parents  moved  to  Ravenna,  Portage 
County,  in  1878  and  he  received  his  early  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  that  village.  He  then  entered  Western  Reserve  Academy 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1897,  after  which  he  completed  his 
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literary  education  at  Kenyon  College,  Gambier,  Ohio,  graduating  in 
1899.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  the  same  year  and  immedi- 
ately began  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Kent,  Ohio,  where  he 
quickly  achieved  distinction  as  a lawyer  and  also  became  prominent 
in  public  affairs. 

In  1900  he  was  elected  Mayor  of  Kent  and  at  the  expiration 
of  his  first  term  in  1902  was  reelected  but  resigned  in  1903  to  be- 
come Probate  Judge  of  Portage  County.  He  was  twice  elected 
Probate  Judge,  first  in  1902  by  a plurality  of  643  and  was  reelected 
in  1903  by  a plurality  of  1567,  although  the  normal  Republican  plu- 
rality at  that  time  was  about  1500.  He  resigned  his  judgeship  in 
1908  when  the  Democratic  State  Convention  nominated  him  for 
Lieutenant-Governor.  This  high  honor  was  conferred  upon  Judge 
Rockwell  by  his  party  when  he  was  only  thirty-one  years  of  age.  He 
made  a splendid  contest  for  the  Lieutenant-Governorship,  and  will 
always  remain  on  record  as  one  of  the  Democrats  who  helped  to 
break  down  the  enormous  Republican  majority  which  had  enabled 
the  Republican  Party  to  retain  control  of  the  state  for  seventeen  years. 
Judge  Rockwell  was  chairman  of  the  Portage  County  Executive  Com- 
mittee from  1900  to  1902  and  again  in  1911  and  for  the  past  twelve 
years  has  practically  controlled  the  organization  and  the  action  of  the 
committee.  He  was  a member  of  the  Democratic  State  Executive 
Committee  in  1902-03  and  of  the  State  Central  Committee  from  the 
19th  Congressional  District  from  1904  to  1908.  He  is  at  present 
a member  of  the  State  Central  Committee.  In  1911  he  was  ap- 
pointed by  Governor  Harmon  as  Superintendent  of  the  State  Bureau 
of  Building  and  Loan  Associations,  which  position  he  occupied  until, 
the  fall  of  1912  when  he  resigned  owing  to  the  demands  of  his  legal 
business. 

Judge  Rockwell’s  parents  were  David  L.  and  Mary  Elizabeth 
Rockwell.  Judge  Rockwell  is  not  only  an  able  and  successful  lawyer 
but  is  a man  of  wide  information  and  acquaintance  who  is  gifted  with  a 
personality  that  makes  him  quickly  and  permanently  popular  with  all 
who  meet  him. 
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Hon.  Emmons  B.  Stivers,  son  of  Lilley  and  Barbara  (Rey- 
nolds) Stivers,  was  born  in  Fincastle,  Brown  County,  Ohio,  May 
6,  1857.  He  was  reared  on  a farm  in  Jackson  Township,  Brown 
County,  and  received  his  early  education  in  the  district  schools.  At 
the  age  of  nineteen  he  took  up  teaching  as  a profession  and  during 
the  next  fifteen  years  established  a reputation  as  one  of  the  foremost 
educators  in  Ohio.  During  that  time  also  he  took  a course  at  the 
Normal  University  at  Lebanon,  Ohio,  of  which  Alfred  Holbrook 
was  then  President.  During  the  years  1882  and  1883  Mr.  Stivers 
had  charge  of  the  academy  at  North  Liberty,  Adams  County.  In 
the  Autumn  of  1883  he  was  elected  Superintendent  of  Schools  at 
West  Union,  Adams  County,  where  he  received  the  highest  salary 
ever  paid  to  any  incumbent  of  that  position. 

While  residing  in  West  Union,  Mr.  Stivers  edited  and  pub- 
lished the  Index , which  was  afterwards  merged  into  the  Demo- 
cratic Index , which  became  an  influential  voice  and  achieved  a wide 
circulation  under  his  management.  In  1885  Mr.  Stivers  published 
his  “Outlines  of  United  States  History,”  and  also  a handbook  for 
teachers,  entitled,  “Recreations  in  School  Studies.”  The  latter  work 
has  reached  its  tenth  edition. 

Mr.  Stivers  began  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Hon.  F.  D. 
Bayless,  West  Union,  Ohio,  and  in  the  autumn  of  1887  entered 
the  Cincinnati  Law  School  to  complete  his  course.  He  graduated  in 
1888  and  was  admitted  to  practice  by  the  Supreme  Court  at  Colum- 
bus, Ohio,  in  that  year.  He  practiced  law  in  Cincinnati  until  1890, 
when  failing  health  caused  him  to  return  to  his  farm  near  his  boy- 
hood home  in  Brown  County,  where  he  has  since  resided,  looking 
after  his  agricultural  interests,  his  publications  and  his  legal  practice. 

In  1895  Mr.  Stivers  was  elected  on  the  Democratic  ticket  to 
represent  Brown  County  in  the  Ohio  Legislature  and  was  reelected 
in  1897.  In  1899  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate  from  the  24th 
District,  including  the  counties  of  Brown,  Clermont,  Butler  and 
Union.  While  a member  of  the  Legislature  he  was  honored  with 
places  on  the  most  impotrant  committees,  including  the  Judiciary, 
Railroad  and  Telegraph,  Insurance,  Fees  and  Salaries  and  Munici- 
pal Affairs.  While  a member  of  the  House  he  drafted  House  Bill 
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No.  643  which  called  for  the  abrogation  of  the  fee  system  in  Brown 
County  offices,  a salutary  bill  which,  however,  led  to  litigation.  He 
also  drafted  an  amendment  to  the  bill  providing  for  the  extension  of 
the  Cincinnati  Library,  extending  the  use  of  the  library  throughout 
Hamilton  County.  This  bill  was  highly  appreciated  by  all  whom  it 
affected. 

Since  retiring  from  his  senatorship  Mr.  Stivers  has  established 
the  Sardinia  Nervs  as  an  independent  Democratic  newspaper,  ad- 
vocating real  Democracy  in  all  parties.  He  has  always  advocated 
the  uplift  of  true  Democracy  and  the  rule  of  the  people.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity  and  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 

On  December  27,  1883,  Emmons  B.  Stivers  married  Ada  Mc- 
Cormick of  Adams  County.  They  have  a family  of  four  sons,  one 
of  whom,  Ulric,  was  a page  in  the  Seventy-third  session  of  the  Ohio 
Senate,  when  he  was  but  nine  years  of  age.  He  was  the  youngest 
lad  ever  given  that  position  and  was  chosen  by  the  unanimous  vote 
of  the  Senate,  regardless  of  politics,  after  the  customary  appointment 
of  a minority  page  had  been  made  by  the  President  of  the  Senate. 


L.  W.  SCHULTZ  of  Napoleon,  is  one  of  the  most  representa- 
tive of  the  younger  circle  of  Democrats  in  Northwestern  Ohio.  He 
was  born  in  Ridgeville  Township,  Henry  County,  Ohio,  January  1, 
1882.  He  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  county 
and  has  been  engaged  in  farming  in  Ridgeville  Township  since  his 
school  days. 

Mr.  Schultz  has  always  been  an  ardent  Democrat  and  a con- 
sistent supporter  of  that  party.  He  was  appointed  Superintendent  of 
the  Henry  County  Infirmary,  January  29,  1906,  and  filled  that  posi- 
tion with  ability  for  five  years.  In  1 9 1 0 he  was  elected  County  T reas- 
urer  on  the  Democratic  ticket  and  took  office  on  September  3,  1911. 
He  was  renominated  and  reelected  in  1912. 

On  January  28,  1904,  L.  W.  Schultz  married  Miss  Augusta 
Wesche.  His  parents  were  C.  F.  and  Dorlhea  Schultz. 
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Alfred  Putnam  Sandles  comes  of  Northwestern  Ohio 
pioneer  stock.  He  was  born  in  Putnam  County,  in  1871,  and  at 
the  time  this  is  written  has  achieved  more  than  is  permitted  to  the 
most  aspiring  and  ambitious  at  the  age  of  thirty-nine  years.  In  his 
veins  runs  the  blood  of  the  Scot,  the  Irish,  the  Dutch  and  the  English. 
The  blend  seems  to  have  harmonized  the  best  qualities  of  each  in  the 
person  of  this  subject. 

Mr.  Sandies  is  a true  product  indeed  of  the  spirit  that  actuated 
the  settlers  of  the  great  northwestern  section  of  the  state  to  reclaim 
it  from  the  wilderness,  drain  its  swamps,  make  it  the  garden  spot  of 
Ohio  and  the  very  Gibralter  of  Democracy.  Mr.  Sandies’  career 
may  well  be  divided  into  three  distinct  parts:  Educational,  political 
and  agricultural.  Before  he  had  reached  the  age  of  eighteen  years 
he  began  teaching.  For  three  years  he  taught  country  school.  He 
was  then  principal  of  the  west  building  in  Ottawa  for  six  years.  As 
a teacher  his  merit  became  so  well  recognized  that  he  was  elected 
two  successive  years  as  President  of  the  Putnam  County  Teachers’ 
Institute  and  was  often  in  demand  as  a lecturer  on  educational  topics. 

In  the  early  nineties  Mr.  Sandies  evinced  an  active  interest  in 
politics  and,  being  an  ardent  Democrat,  it  was  not  long  until  his  work 
for  the  party  was  recognized  to  such  an  extent  that  in  1896  he  was 
made  chairman  of  the  Putnam  County  Democratic  Convention.  In 

1900  and  1903  he  was  elected  clerk  of  the  County  Courts  and  in 

1901  he  was  elected  chairman  of  the  County  Executive  Committee, 
to  which  responsible  position  he  has  been  reelected  every  year  since. 
In  1902  he  was  elected  a member  of  the  Democratic  State  Executive 
Committee  and  in  1903  and  1904  he  was  a member  of  the  State 
Central  Committee.  So  well  and  widely  known  over  Ohio  had  Mr. 
Sandies  become  by  1904  as  an  an  enthusiastic  party  worker  and  or- 
ganizer that  he  was  practically  unanimously  nominated  by  the  De- 
mocracy as  its  standard  bearer  for  Secretary  of  State.  That  being 
the  Roosevelt  landslide  year,  he  was,  of  course,  defeated  with  the 
rest  of  the  ticket,  but  at  that  he  had  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that 
he  had  run  ahead  of  Judge  Parker  in  the  state  by  several  thousand 
votes.  In  1903  when  the  late  Governor  Pattison  was  nominated  Mr. 
Sandies  was  a member  of  the  Committee  on  Resolutions  and  as  a 
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member  of  the  sub-committee  helped  draft  the  famous  platform  that 
contributed  so  much  to  the  encouraging  results  in  the  subsequent 
election.  In  the  following  January  he  was  elected  Clerk  of  the  Ohio 
Senate. 

Mr.  Sandies*  interest  in  agriculture  seems  to  have  run  along 
concurrent  lines  with  his  interest  in  education  and  politics.  This,  is 
shown  by  the  the  fact  that  in  1904  he  was  elected  Secretary  of  the 
Putnam  County  Agricultural  Society,  organized  and  was  for  six 
years  Secretary  of  the  Ohio  Fair  Managers’  Association,  is  now 
President  of  the  Western  Race  Circuit,  was  in  1902  elected  a mem- 
ber of  the  State  Board  of  Agriculture,  from  which  he  resigned  in  1 909 
to  become  its  secretary,  and  was  in  1908  elected  to  the  Board  of 
Review  of  the  National  Trotting  Association,  which  is  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  trotting  world. 

Mr.  Sandies  is  not  only  versatile  in  business  and  in  politics  but 
has  a rare  sense  of  humor,  a standing  testimonial  to  which  is  the  famous 
Crow  Banquet,  the  idea  for  which  function  originated  with  him  many 
years  ago.  At  these  banquets  while  real  crow  is  not  served,  the  ex- 
pense of  the  banquet  always  falls  upon  the  vanquished. 

Mr.  Sandies’  thousands  of  friends  are  justified  in  the  prediction 
that  the  future  holds  for  him  vastly  larger  gifts  than  Fortune  has  yet 
bestowed  upon  him.  The  fact  that  he  received  a large  complimentary 
vote  for  Governor  in  the  convention  that  nominated  Mr.  Pattison  is  an 
indication  of  what  may  follow  in  the  years  to  come.  Mr.  Sandies 
is  a fluent  and  eloquent  public  speaker  and  his  services  upon  the  stump 
are  always  in  demand  in  Democratic  state  campaigns. 

C.  D.  SAVIERS  was  born  in  Columbus,  Ohio,  in  1866,  and  re- 
ceived his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  city  and 
Chicago.  He  took  a scientific  course  in  Notre  Dame  University, 
South  Bend,  Indiana,  spending  five  years  in  that  institution  and 
graduating  in  the  class  of  1886  with  the  degree  of  B.  S. 

After  leaving  college  Mr.  Saviers  took  up  the  study  of  law  at 
Columbus,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1888.  In  1892  he  was 
appointed  First  Assistant  Prosecuting  Attorney  of  Franklin  County, 
and  ably  discharged  the  duties  of  that  office  until  1895.  In  that 


THE  DEMOCRATIC  PARTY  OF  OHIO 


349 


year  he  opened  his  law  offices  and  settled  down  to  the  active  practice 
of  his  profession,  in  which  he  has  achieved  a well  merited  distinction, 
being  rated  as  one  of  the  ablest  lawyers  in  the  state. 

Mr.  Saviers  has  always  been  a staunch  Democrat,  consistent  in 
the  support  of  his  party,  but  has  not  sought  public  preferment.  He 
is  a member  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  the  Benevolent  and  Protec- 
tive Order  of  Elks  and  numerous  social  lodges. 

Mr.  Saviers  is  descended  from  French,  German  and  Scottish 
ancestry,  and  the  Saviers  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  Ohio.  His 
parents  were  George  W.  and  Caroline  A.  (Carlisle)  Saviers.  George 
W.  Saviers  was  born  in  1833  and  was  the  son  of  John  Jr.  and  Nancy 
(Hoffman)  Saviers  of  Guernsey  County,  Ohio. 

ROBERT  T.  Scott,  of  Cambridge,  Ohio,  is  one  of  the  leading 
lawyers  of  the  state  as  well  as  one  of  the  best  known  Democrats.  He 
is  a native  of  Guernsey  County  and  after  passing  through  the  public 
schools  of  Cambridge  he  graduated  from  Muskingum  College,  then 
entered  the  University  of  Michigan  and  was  graduated  in  the  class  of 
1882.  Soon  after  leaving  college  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Ohio, 
and  has  been  practicing  law  in  Cambridge  since  1 884. 

Mr.  Scott  is  vitally  interested  in  the  success  of  the  Democratic 
Party,  not  only  in  Guernsey  County,  but  throughout  the  state  and 
nation,  and  is  regarded  as  a wise  and  safe  leader.  For  years  he  has 
attended  all  state  and  county  conventions,  usually  as  a delegate,  and 
was  a delegate  to  the  National  Convention  in  1900  when  William 
Jennings  Bryan  received  his  second  nomination  for  President.  Not- 
withstanding the  great  interest  Mr.  Scott  takes  in  the  welfare  and 
success  of  his  party  he  never  seeks  office  for  himself,  his  large  legal 
practice  drawing  too  heavily  upon  his  time  to  permit  him  to  assume 
other  permanent  duties,  yet  he  was  elected  Mayor  of  Cambridge  and 
filled  that  office  from  1 888  to  1 890. 

Robert  T.  Scott’s  parents  were  George  and  Caroline  (Black) 
Scott,  both  natives  of  Virginia.  Mr.  Scott  was  married  to  Jennie  L. 
McCartney  in  1886.  They  have  three  children  living,  namely:  Rob- 
ert Ellsworth  Scott,  a student  in  Wooster  University,  Gerlienda,  and 
Harlan  McCartney,  who  are  in  the  High  School. 
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Hon.  Thomas  P.  Schmidt  was  born  in  what  was  then  West- 
ern Cleveland,  October  8th,  1874.  He  was  educated  in  the  Com- 
mon and  High  Schools  and  the  University  of  Michigan.  He  grad- 
uated from  the  University  of  Michigan  Law  Department  in  1898, 
having  studied  in  both  the  literary  and  law  courses.  In  that  year 
he  was  also  admitted  to  the  Ohio  and  Michigan  bars  and  immedi- 
ately began  the  practice  of  his  profession,  in  which  he  has  since 
been  actively  engaged. 

The  father  of  Mr.  Schmidt,  Gustav  Schmidt,  was  for  a long 
time  Mayor  of  West  Cleveland,  and  his  uncle,  Jacob  Mueller,  was 
at  one  time  lieutenant  governor  of  Ohio. 

Thomas  P.  Schmidt  was  active  in  politics  long  before  he 
could  vote  and  was  a Democratic  Committeeman  in  West  Cleve- 
land Village  at  the  age  of  seventeen.  At  college,  instead  of  join- 
ing a fraternity,  he  became  a member  of  the  Good  Government 
Club  of  the  University  of  Michigan,  which  was  a non-partisan  pro- 
gressive organization  which  brought  some  of  the  leading  men  of  our 
country  to  speak  before  the  students  of  the  university.  A notable 
result  of  the  work  of  this  club  was  the  establishment  of  a lighting 
plant  for  the  university,  in  accordance  with  the  principals  of  munic- 
ipal ownership.  Mr.  Schmidt  was  one  of  the  managers  of  the  Jones 
campaign  in  Cuyahoga  County  in  which  Mr.  Jones,  the  Independent 
candidate,  received  more  votes  than  the  united  votes  of  McLean  and 
Nash,  the  Democratic  and  Republican  candidates.  Mr.  Schmidt 
was  defeated  for  the  office  of  Member  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  1903,  but  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate  in  1905  serving 
three  years.  During  his  term  as  Senator,  he  was  author  of  some  of 
the  most  important  measures  introduced  in  the  legislature,  notably, 
a Home  Rule  Bill  for  Cities,  the  Schmidt  Street  Railway  Referen- 
dum Law,  a City’s  Initiative  and  Referendum  Law,  a Bill  for  the 
Abolition  of  Capital  Punishment,  a Bill  for  the  Granting  of  a School 
Board  to  provide  for  play  grounds,  gardens,  etc.  He  was  a member  of 
the  Chief  Committees  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Schmidt  was  a member  of  the  famous,  and  now  historical, 
Ohio  Committee  for  the  Investigation  of  the  Affairs  of  Cincinnati  and 
Hamilton  County.  This  Committee  made  the  Cox  Gang  disgorge 
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about  a quarter  of  a Million  of  Dollars  which  had  been  illegally 
taken  from  the  treasury  of  Hamilton  County.  It  was  this  Com- 
mittee, which,  as  the  papers  then  stated,  “awakened  Cincinnati  to  a 
sense  of  civic  shame.*’  Mr.  Schmidt  was  an  attorney  for  this  Com- 
mittee and  is  Secretary. 

Mr.  Schmidt  has  attended  most  of  the  State  and  National 
Conventions  for  the  last  ten  years,  and  was  chairman  of  the  Cuya- 
hoga Delegation  to  the  Ohio  State  Convention  in  1902  and  1904. 
He  has  been  a member  of  the  Advisory,  Finance  and  Executive 
Committees  of  the  Democratic  Central  Committee  and  was  a dele- 
gate from  the  20th  District  to  the  National  Democratic  Convention 
in  Denver  in  1908. 

He  was  one  of  the  chief  promoters  of  The  Forest  City  Rail- 
way Company  in  Cleveland  and  was  at  one  time  manager  of  the 
Stock  Exchange  of  the  Municipal  Traction  Company.  Mr.  Schmidt 
was  one  of  the  closest  friends  and  loyal  supporters  of  Mayor  Tom  L. 
Johnson,  and  as  a mark  of  his  esteem  for  this  world-famous  Mayor,  his 
son  was  named  “Tom  L.’’ 

Mr.  Schmidt  is  connected  with  many  of  the  leading  civic,  in- 
dustrial and  financial  institutions  of  Cleveland,  being  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  of  The  Cleveland  Underground  Rapid  Transit  Railroad 
Company,  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  The  Subway  Realty  Company, 
Director  of  The  Cleveland  Railway  Company,  Director  of  The 
Eastland  Steamship  Company,  etc.  He  was  the  first  President  of 
the  Cleveland  Chamber  of  Industry. 

At  the  Convention  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  which  nominated  Jud- 
son  Harmon  for  Governor  the  first  time,  Mr.  Schmidt  was  nominated 
for  lieutenant  governor,  but  declined  to  accept  the  honor  chiefly  be- 
cause of  ill  health  and  business  duties. 

MARTIN  F.  Seible  was  born  in  Jefferson  Township,  Crawford 
County,  Ohio,  March  4th,  1862.  After  passing  through  the  public 
schools  he  took  a course  in  the  Ohio  Northern  University  at  Ada, 
Ohio,  and  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science. 
He  taught  school  while  studying  and  was  engaged  in  teaching 
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altogether  for  a period  of  twenty  years,  seven  of  which  were  in  his 
own  village  of  Leesville.  While  teaching  he  also  did  some  farming 
and  contracting  in  stone  masonry  during  the  summers.  At  the  age  of 
forty-three  he  embarked  in  farming  exclusively,  in  which  he  was  en- 
gaged for  six  years,  when  he  received  the  appointment  of  Superinten- 
dent of  the  Infirmary.  He  has  never  sought  public  preferment, 
although  he  has  been  an  ardent  and  hard  working  Democrat,  but  he 
was  township  clerk  for  two  terms  and  received  his  present  appointment 
unsolicited.  He  has  served  on  the  county  executive  committee  and  is 
always  active  on  behalf  of  his  party  during  every  campaign. 

On  March  31,  1885,  Martin  F.  Seibel  married  Susettie,  daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Maria  Ludwig.  John  Ludwig  was  born  in  Germany 
and  emigrated  to  America  about  1847.  His  wife  was  a native  of 
Seneca  County,  Ohio.  Mr.  Seibel’s  father  was  John  Nicholas  Seibel. 
He  voted  the  Democratic  ticket  for  fifty-three  years  and  never  aspired 
to  public  office.  He  was  born  in  Darmstadt,  Germany,  in  1823,  and 
came  to  America  in  1 848,  settling  in  Crawford  County.  He  married 
Barbara  Schellhass.  She  died  in  1898  and  her  husband  in  1901. 
Mr.  Seibel  is  a member  of  the  Junior  Order  of  American  Mechanics 
and  the  Patrons  of  Husbandry.  He  has  taken  a great  interest  in  the 
Farmers*  Institute  and  has  twice  been  president  of  the  Galion  Institute. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Church  of  United  Brethren 
at  Leesville,  of  which  he  is  also  an  officer.  He  has  been  very  active 
in  church  work  the  past  twenty-five  years  and  has  filled  every  office  of 
trust  in  the  church  at  intervals  during  this  time.  Mr.  Seible  is  a self- 
made  man,  having  earned  all  his  money  for  educating  himself  at  hard 
labor  during  vacation  times.  He  has  now  a fine  country  home  in  Jef- 
fersonTownship,  Crawford  County,  to  which  he  will  probably  retire 
when  he  lays  down  the  work  which  he  has  been  chosen  to  perform. 
Owing  to  Mr.  Seible’s  appointment  as  Infirmary  Superintendent  Mrs. 
Seible  became  Matron  of  that  institution,  and  both  have  already 
proved  themselves  very  capable  officials. 
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GEORGE  E.  Seney  was  born  in  the  city  of  Toledo,  Ohio,  Sep- 
tember 22,  1876.  He  is  the  son  of  Judge  J.  R.  Seney  and  a nephew 
of  Honorable  George  E.  Seney  of  Tiffin,  Ohio.  His  mother  is  Mrs. 
Julia  Rice-Seney,  a woman  of  high  literary  attainments  and  a daugh- 
ter of  the  late  Hon.  C.  H.  Rice,  of  Ottawa,  Ohio,  a sister  of  the  late 
General  Americus  V.  Rice. 

He  was  graduated  from  the  Toledo  High  School  and  also  from 
the  Toledo  Manual  Training  School.  He  attended  the  Literary 
department  of  the  University  of  Michigan  and  was  graduated  from 
the  college  of  Arts  and  Philosophy  of  the  Toledo  University  receiv- 
ing a degree  of  A.  B.  He  attended  the  College  of  Law  of  the  Ohio 
State  University  and  was  graduated  from  the  latter  institution  in 
1901,  with  the  degree  of  LL.  B. 

He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  that  year  and  became  a member 
of  the  firm  of  Seney  & Thurstin.  After  a time  he  withdrew  from  the 
firm  and  is  now  practising  alone.  Mr.  Seney  is  one  of  the  well  known 
Democrats  of  Toledo  and  once  allowed  the  use  of  his  name  as  can- 
didate for  Prosecuting  Attorney,  and  while  defeated  made  a very 
remarkable  run.  While  active  in  politics  Mr.  Seney  has  repeatedly 
refused  to  run  for  any  office,  devoting  his  sole  energies  to  his  large  and 
growing  practice.  He  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  ablest  young  lawyers 
in  Northwestern  Ohio. 

C.  W.  SEELE  was  born  on  a farm  in  Crawford  County,  Ohio, 
October  5th,  1866.  He  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  and  the 
high  school  at  New  Washington,  after  which  he  taught  school  for 
four  terms,  working  during  the  summer  months  for  the  Forest  City 
Ice  Co.  He  finally  resigned  from  his  school  to  accept  the  position 
of  manager  for  the  Cleveland  Ice  & Refrigerator  Co.  He  remained 
in  this  position  for  some  time  and  then  embarked  in  business  for  him- 
self as  proprietor  of  the  Washington  Ice  Company  of  Cleveland. 

Mr.  Seele  has  taken  an  active  part  in  Democratic  politics  and  in 
the  public  life  of  Cleveland.  He  was  secretary  of  the  county  cen- 
tral committee  in  1900  and  1901  and  was  Superintendent  of  the  Dirt 
Street  Department  under  Mayor  Johnson  from  1901  to  1906.  He 
then  became  Superintendent  of  the  Sanitary  Department,  of  which 


, 


■ 


' 


1 


354 


THE  DEMOCRATIC  PARTY  OF  OHIO 


he  had  charge  for  two  years,  after  which  he  was  Superintendent  of 
the  City  Bridge  Department  until  the  close  of  Mayor  Johnson’s 
administration.  He  made  a most  excellent  record  in  each  depart- 
ment, as  is  evidenced  by  his  successive  promotions.  Previous  to  his 
administration  the  Sanitary  Department  had  always  been  an  expense 
to  the  city,  but  he  left  it  in  good  financial  condition.  Mr.  Seele  has 
been  a regular  attendant  at  all  state  conventions  since  1896  and  was 
twice  a candidate  for  the  city  council  in  Cleveland,  namely  in  1892 
and  again  in  1894.  After  retiring  from  public  service  he  returned 
to  the  ice  business  for  a year,  but  is  now  engaged  in  the  hay,  feed  and 
grain  business. 

JOSEPH  Sullivan  was  born  in  Plain  Township,  Wayne  Coun- 
ty, March  I,  1860.  He  lived  on  the  farm  until  he  was  eighteen  years 
of  age  and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools.  At  the  age  of  eigh- 
teen he  took  up  the  barber  business,  in  which  he  has  since  been  en- 
gaged. 

Mr.  Sullivan  has  not  only  been  a Democrat  but  an  active  Party 
man  for  more  than  twenty  years.  He  has  served  on  all  county  and 
city  committees  and  for  several  years  was  a member  of  the  executive 
committee  from  time  to  time.  He  was  a member  of  the  council  from 
1893  to  1897  and  again  from  1903  to  1906.  He  served  on  the 
Board  of  State  Deputy  Supervisors  for  five  years,  namely,  from  1 905  to 
1910.  His  record  as  a public  official  was  so  excellent  that  in  1910 
his  Party  placed  him  in  nomination  for  County  Recorder  against  the 
strongest  man  the  Republicans  could  select  and  Mr.  Sullivan  won  by 
the  handsome  majority  of  1465.  He  entered  upon  the  duties  of  this 
office  in  the  fall  of  1911. 

Mr.  Sullivan’s  father  was  born  in  Bantry,  Ireland,  December  4, 
1816,  and  is  still  living  in  his  ninety-fifth  year.  His  mother  was  Helen 
(Driscoll)  Sullivan,  who  was  born  at  Roscarbory,  Ireland,  in  1838, 
and  died  in  1895.  Joseph  Sullivan  married  Etta  M.  Lance  of  Mil- 
ton  Township,  Wayne  County,  in  1886.  They  have  six  children, 
namely:  Florence  E.,  Mary  E.,  Eleanor  D.,  James  M.,  Margaret 

A.  and  David  J.  Mr.  Sullivan  has  been  local  secretary  of  the  J.  B. 
I.  U.  of  Ohio  since  1906. 
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Samuel  Sullivan  (Sun  Set)  Cox  is  one  of  the  best  ex- 
amples in  American  history  of  a newspaper  man  expanding  into  a 
literateur.  By  his  writings  alone  he  has  taken  a place  in  the  Nation- 
al literati  and  left  a name  that  ranks  among  those  of  the  greatest  of 
Ohioans.  He  was  born  in  Zanesville,  Ohio,  September  30,  1824, 
and  was  named  Samuel  Sullivan  after  his  grandfather.  Judge  Sullivan, 
who  was  state  treasurer  for  Ohio  from  1820  to  1823.  He  was  edu- 
cated at  Brown  University  and  graduated  in  1846.  He  studied  law, 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  and  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  at 
Zanesville,  but  having  a taste  for  literature  and  a predilection  toward 
politics  he  drifted  into  newspaper  work  and  public  affairs.  In  1853 
he  became  editor  of  the  Ohio  Statesman , and  while  directing  that  pa- 
per he  wrote  the  gorgeous  description  of  a Sunset  which  he  called  an 
etching  and  which  gave  him  the  sobriquet  of  “Sun  Set”  Cox.  In 
1855  he  was  appointed  Secretary  of  Legation  at  Lima,  Peru,  but 
soon  returned  to  Ohio.  In  1857  he  was  elected  to  Congress  and  was 
reelected  three  times,  serving  until  1865.  In  1866  he  settled  in  New 
York  City  and  in  1868  was  elected  to  Congress  from  the  National 
Metropolis.  There  he  repeated  his  Ohio  record  of  serving  four  con- 
secutive terms.  In  1877  he  was  a candidate  for  the  Speakership  of 
the  House,  and  although  he  was  defeated  his  ability  was  recognized 
and  he  frequently  served  as  Speaker  pro  tern.  In  his  long  congress- 
ional career  he  was  an  earnest  and  practical  worker  for  the  most  im- 
portant branches  of  the  public  service  and  gave  special  attention  to  the 
Census  and  life-saving  service.  He  was  particularly  the  champion 
of  letter-carriers  and  secured  for  them  increased  pay  and  vacations 
without  loss  of  salary.  In  1882,  S.  S.  Cox  began  an  extended  trip 
through  Europe  and  northern  Africa  and  after  that  was  appointed 
Minister  to  Turkey  in  1886.  He  remained  in  that  post  about  a year 
when  he  returned  to  New  York  City  and  was  once  more  elected 
to  Congress.  He  died  in  New  York  City,  September  10,  1889. 
“Sun  Set”  Cox  was  a lecturer  of  rare  ability  and  possessed  a fine 
vein  of  both  wit  and  humor,  besides  being  an  author  of  much  power. 
His  principal  published  works  are:  The  Buckeye  Abroad;  Eight 

Years  in  Congress;  Free  Land  and  Free  Trade;  Three  Decades  of 
Federal  Legislation,  and  Why  We  Laugh. 
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Hon.  William  Graves  Sharp,  lawyer,  manufacturer  and 
statesman,  of  Elyria,  was  born  at  Mt.  Gilead,  Ohio,  March  14,  1859. 
His  early  childhood  days  were  spent  in  his  native  place,  after  which  he 
moved  to  Elyria  with  his  grandparents,  to  whom,  for  their  devoted  care, 
he  has  always  acknowledged  his  greatest  debt.  He  received  his  edu- 
cation in  the  schools  of  Elyria;  and  two  years  after  graduating  from  the 
high  school  entered  the  law  department  of  the  University  of  Michigan, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1881.  In  the  spring  of 
that  year  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Ohio,  and  soon  after  began  the 
practice  of  his  profession  in  Elyria. 

In  1884  after  a spirited  contest  he  was  elected  prosecuting  Attor- 
ney of  Lorain  County,  being  the  first  official  of  his  Party  faith  to  be 
elected  to  a county  office  in  that  County,  for  a period  of  forty  years. 
After  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office  he  became  interested  first  as 
an  attorney  for  manufacturing  concerns,  and  later  formed  a company 
of  his  own  in  which  he  was  one  of  the  leading  factors  for  more  than 
twenty  years.  During  that  time  he  built  up  the  largest  industry  of  its 
kind  in  the  country  for  the  manufacture  of  charcoal  pig  iron  and  chem- 
ical by-products,  and  only  retired  from  activity  in  that  field  of  enter- 
prise upon  the  sale  of  the  Company’s  plants  to  Eastern  capitalists  sev- 
eral years  ago. 

Mr.  Sharp  has  always  been  active  in  his  support  of  the  Demo- 
cratic Party  and  an  able  advocate  of  its  principles.  He  was  a Presi- 
dential elector  on  the  Democratic  ticket  in  1892  when  Grover  Cleve- 
land was  elected  to  his  second  term  as  President.  Eight  years  later 
he  was  nominated  by  the  Democratic  Party  for  Congress,  and  in  1904 
became  a delegate  to  the  Democratic  National  Convention  in  St. 
Louis.  In  1908,  though  refusing  the  honor  upon  the  floor  of  the  Con- 
vention on  account  of  the  increased  duties  in  his  various  business  enter- 
prises, due  to  the  death  of  a former  business  partner,  the  Democrats  of 
the  Fourteenth  Congressional  District  nominated  him  at  Mansfield  for 
Congress.  He  was  elected  by  a plurality  of  more  than  1 700  over  his 
Republican  opponent.  He  served  with  ability  in  the  61st  Congress 
and  was  reelected  to  the  62nd  by  a largely  increased  vote,  carrying  his 
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District  by  a plurality  of  approximately  7000;  in  1912  he  was  again 
reelected,  but  this  time  by  a clear  majority  over  other  candidates  of 
nearly  ten  thousand. 

His  extensive  business  experience  prior  to  going  to  Congress,  as 
well  as  his  travels  abroad,  have  peculiarly  fitted  him  for  the  high  rank 
which  he  holds  upon  the  important  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs, 
while  he  is  also  the  ranking  member  on  the  Committee  on  Railways 
and  Canals. 

At  home  he  is  not  only  politically  but  socially  popular;  and  one 
of  his  chief  pleasures  has  been  to  extend  aid  to  worthy  boys  who,  be- 
ginning with  nothing,  have  sought  to  better  their  conditions  in  the 
world — a situation  in  which  he  found  himself  at  the  threshold  of  life 
when  he  was  compelled  by  manual  labor  to  first  earn  his  own  way 
through  college. 

He  is  not  only  a student  of  economic  affairs  but  also  of  the 
sciences,  his  library  covering  a wide  range  of  phases  in  this  particular 
field  of  research.  The  chief  delight,  however,  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Sharp  (the  latter  formerly  Miss  Hallie  Clough,  of  Elyria,  Ohio)  is 
found  in  the  companionship  and  society  of  their  interesting  family  of 
five  children  consisting  of  three  sons  and  two  daughters. 

Colonel  Tileston  F.  Spangler  was  bom  at  Zanesville,  Ohio, 
March  28,  1 849.  He  graduated  from  the  high  school  in  1 867  and 
taught  school  for  two  years,  after  which  he  entered  the  law  office  of 
A.  W.  Train,  where  he  acted  as  clerk  and  studied  law.  He  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  1873  and  began  the  practice  of  his  profession 
with  Ball  & Train,  with  whom  he  remained  for  seven  years.  He  then 
opened  an  office  of  his  own  and  in  addition  to  the  practice  of  law 
carried  on  a real  estate  business.  Finally  he  became  a banker  and  is 
now  connected  with  two  strong  fiduciary  institutions.  He  is  president 
of  the  People’s  Savings  Bank  and  first  vice-president  and  manager 
of  the  Guardian  Trust  and  Safe  Deposit  Company.  He  is  also  presi- 
dent of  the  Spangler  Realty  Company. 

Col.  Spangler  is  one  of  the  well  known  Democrats  of  the  state. 
By  the  time  he  became  of  age  he  had  achieved  a high  reputation  as 
a stump  speaker  and  campaigned  with  the  late  Hon.  Milton  I. 
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Southard  in  the  Greeley  campaign  in  1872.  He  received  the  appoint- 
ment of  Aide-de-Camp  on  Governor  Hoadly’s  military  staff  in  1884 
and  filled  that  position  for  two  years.  When  James  E.  Campbell 
was  elected  Governor  in  1889  Col.  Spangler  became  his  Aide-de- 
Camp  also  and  served  during  his  term  of  office.  Col.  Spangler  served 
for  six  years  as  a member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Joint  City 
and  County  Work  House  under  appointment  of  Hon.  Robert  Silvey, 
Democratic  Mayor. 

On  May  27,  1875,  Col.  T.  F.  Spangler  married  Mary,  daugh- 
ter of  E.  T.  Cox,  and  sister  of  the  celebrated  “Sun  Set”  Cox.  Of  the 
children  of  this  marriage  Arthur  Cox  Spangler  and  Miss  Helen 
Spangler  survive.  Mrs.  Spangler  died  in  1907,  and  on  February  5, 
1912,  Col.  Spangler  married  Mrs.  Mary  H.  B.  Greene,  a daughter 
of  the  late  James  Buckingham  of  Zanesville. 

Col.  Spangler  is  a member  of  the  Shrine  and  is  a Thirty-third 
Degree  Scotish  Rite  Mason  and  is  the  only  Thirty-Third  Degree 
Mason  who  ever  lived  in  Zanesville.  He  is  also  a member  of  the 
Odd  Fellows  and  president  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church.  He  was  an  intimate  friend  and  great  admirer  of  Gen. 
William  H.  Ball  in  whose  law  office  he  studied,  and  always  regarded 
him  as  a great  man,  too  unobtrusive  to  attract  the  attention  of  the 
world.  He  was  also  an  intimate  friend  of  Hon.  John  O’Neill,  the 
noted  lawyer,  who  was  one  of  the  greatest  orators  ever  known  in 
Muskingum  County.  At  the  November  election  in  1912  the  city  of 
Zanesville  voted  by  a large  majority  in  favor  of  a Board  of  Park 
Commissioners  and  the  same  month  the  Democratic  Mayor,  Flon. 
John  H.  Schofield,  appointed  Col.  Spangler  a member  of  the  Board, 
and  later,  on  the  organization  of  the  Park  Board,  he  was  elected 
President  of  the  Board. 

The  Spangler  family  in  America  is  of  German  ancestry,  the 
original  ancestor  landing  in  America  in  1 740,  but  on  the  maternal 
side  dates  from  the  landing  of  the  Mayflower,  on  which  the  original 
progenitor  sailed  from  England  with  John  Alden,  who  was  also  an 
ancestor  of  Col.  Spangler. 
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CHARLES  P.  Salen  was  born  at  Portsmouth,  New  Hamp- 
shire, in  December,  1860,  but  came  to  Cleveland  with  his  parents 
in  1867.  He  graduated  from  the  high  school  in  1878  and  attended 
Concordia  College,  Ft.  Wayne,  Indiana,  for  one  year,  after  which 
he  worked  for  a year  in  the  office  of  the  West  Side  Sentinel . For 
some  time  he  edited  a Democratic  paper  in  partnership  with  E.  M. 
Heisley.  In  1 883  he  was  elected  City  Clerk  for  a term  of  two  years. 
In  1885  he  founded  the  Graphic , a weekly  Democratic  newspaper, 
and  two  years  later  again  was  elected  City  Clerk.  Previous 
to  his  election  as  City  Clerk  he  helped  to  organize  the  Young  Men’s 
Democratic  League,  composed  of  men  who  were  that  year  to  cast 
their  first  vote,  and  which  for  a long  time  was  dubbed  the  “Kid 
Democracy.**  This  organization  became  a power  in  Cuyahoga 
County  politics  and  made  the  West  Side  the  Democratic  stronghold 
it  has  ever  since  remained.  For  two  years  Mr.  Salen  was  manager 
of  Beyerle’s  Park,  which  became  one  of  the  most  attractive  parks  be- 
tween New  York  and  Chicago.  In  1889  he  was  City  Editor  of  the 
Cleveland  Morning  Times  and  in  1890  was  made  secretary  of  the 
Board  of  Elections.  By  that  time  he  had  become  widely  known 
and  very  popular  with  the  younger  men  of  the  Democratic  Party 
and  in  1893  he  was  a candidate  for  the  Democratic  nomination  for 
Mayor  and  received  the  support  of  the  younger  element,  but  was  de- 
feated by  Mayor  Blee. 

Mr.  Salen  was  one  of  Tom  L.  Johnson’s  supporters  during  his 
Congressional  career  and  managed  his  campaigns  in  1890,  1892  and 
1894,  Johnson  being  elected  in  the  first  two  contests.  Mr.  Salen 
was  also  a leader  of  the  movement  to  induce  Johnson  to  return  to 
Cleveland  and  run  for  Mayor  in  1901.  He  managed  Johnson’s 
campaign  not  only  that  year  but  in  1903  and  1905,  and  for  five 
years  was  President  of  the  Cuyahoga  Democracy.  He  was  chairman 
of  the  Democratic  State  Convention  in  1901  and  of  the  State  Exe- 
cutive Committee  in  1903.  He  was  a member  of  the  State  Central 
Committee  from  1901  to  1906  and  was  delegate  from  the  20th  Dis- 
trict to  the  National  Conventions  of  1892,  1900,  1904  and  1908.  In 
1904  he  was  also  a delegate-at-large  to  the  National  Convention,  and, 
for  probably  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  Ohio,  he  was  entitled  to  cast 
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and  did  cast  two  votes  in  the  National  Convention,  one  as  a delegate 
from  the  20th  District  and  the  other  as  delegate-at-large.  In  1899 
he  was  appointed  Director  of  Accounts  under  Mayor  John  Farley, 
and  in  1901  became  Director  of  Public  Works  under  Mayor  John- 
son. It  was  under  his  direction  that  the  wholesale  improvement  of 
the  city  was  undertaken  and  it  was  Salen  who  popularized  the  parks  of 
the  city,  established  play  and  athletic  grounds,  skating  rinks  and 
bath  houses,  a movement  which  spread  to  all  parts  of  the  country. 
In  the  fall  of  1892  he  was  elected  County  Clerk  and  was  reelected 
in  1903  and  1908.  He  was  the  first  Democrat  elected  to  the  office 
and  the  only  person  ever  to  be  chosen  three  times.  In  1908  he  was 
the  only  Democrat  elected,  running  more  than  20,000  ahead  of  his 
ticket.  In  September,  1911,  he  was  defeated  for  the  Democratic 
nomination  for  Mayor  by  Newton  D.  Baker. 

Outside  of  politics  Mr.  Salen  is  well  known  as  a promoter  of 
all  healthful  athletic  sports  and  is  President  of  the  Cleveland  City 
Base  Ball  League,  the  Ohio  Skating  Association,  the  Cleveland  Ski 
Club,  the  Burns  Curling  Club  and  the  Quinnebog  Fishing  Club. 


MAHLON  T.  STALEY  was  born  in  Elizabeth  Township,  Miami 
County,  Ohio,  May  19,  1877.  After  passing  through  the  public 
schools  he  took  a short  course  at  the  Ohio  Northern  University,  Ada, 
Ohio,  after  which  he  taught  school  in  Monroe  Township  for  two  years. 
In  1 907  he  was  elected  Assessor  in  Tippecanoe  City  for  a term  of  two 
years  and  in  1910  was  elected  County  Auditor  for  Miami  County  by 
a majority  of  300,  overcoming  a normal  Republican  majority  which 
varies  from  1 500  to  2000.  He  is  the  first  Democratic  Auditor  Miami 
County  has  ever  had.  Mr.  Staley  has  been  delegate  to  many  county 
and  senatorial  conventions  and  is  well  known  throughout  his  section  of 
the  state  as  a loyal  and  enthusiasm  Democrat.  He  is  a man  of  fine 
education  and  superior  natural  ability  and  has  already  demonstrated 
that  he  is  a highly  capable  public  official. 

On  June  3,  1903,  Mahlon  T.  Staley  married  Emma  May  Hand 
of  Tippecanoe  City  and  they  reside  in  Troy,  Ohio. 
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John  C.  Sullivan,  Public  Service  Commissoner  for  Ohio,  has 
had  an  extensive  experience  in  railroading  and  with  railroad  business, 
and  no  man  in  the  state  could  be  better  qualified  for  the  important  and 
responsible  duties  of  a member  of  the  Public  Service  Commission.  His 
familiarity  with  the  operation  and  service  of  railroads  makes  him  a 
most  valuable  member  of  the  Commission.  He  was  born  on  a farm 
near  the  city  of  Buffalo,  New  York  State,  December  12,  1862,  and 
after  receiving  a High  School  education  took  a position  as  brakeman 
on  the  W.  N.  Y.  & P.  Railroad,  in  Pennsylvania,  and  after  a time 
became  a.  conductor.  He  always  had  an  ambition  to  be  an  engineer 
and  so  resigned  as  conductor  to  become  a fireman.  From  fireman  he 
rose  to  the  position  of  engineer,  and  it  was  in  that  capacity  that  he 
came  to  Ohio,  in  1885,  to  run  trains  on  the  C.  H.  & D.  Railroad. 

He  eventually  became  traveling  engineer  for  the  C.  H.  & D.  and 
served  in  that  capacity  for  four  years  during  the  time  that  Governor 
Harmon  was  receiver  for  that  road.  His  headquarters  were  then  at 
Hamilton,  Ohio.  In  1909  Governor  Harmon  appointed  him  Rail- 
road Commissioner  and  he  moved  to  Columbus.  When,  by  legislative 
enactment,  the  Railroad  Commission  became  the  Public  Service  Com- 
mission, on  June  1,  1911,  Mr.  Sullivan  was  made  a member  of  the 
new  Commission  for  the  long  term,  namely,  six  years. 

The  jurisdiction  of  the  Public  Service  Commission  extends  to 
every  form  of  public  utility  in  the  state  and  the  Commission  is  accom- 
plishing a vast  amount  of  good  for  commerce  and  business  in  Ohio. 

Mr.  Sullivan  is  a member  of  the  Brotherhood  of  Locomotive  En- 
gineers and  Traveling  Engineers’  Association.  He  has  always  been  a 
Democrat  in  politics  and  has  consistently  supported  that  party  by  his 
vote  and  influence. 

Dr.  EMMETT  W.  Shaw  was  born  at  Gallipolis,  Ohio,  Septem- 
ber 15th,  1873,  and  was  graduated  from  the  high  school  in  1890.  He 
then  worked  for  two  years  in  the  dental  office  of  Dr.  Lupton,  studying 
at  the  same  time.  In  1 892  he  entered  the  dental  college  at  Cincinnati 
and  was  graduated  therefrom  in  the  class  of  1895.  After  graduating 
he  remained  with  Dr.  Lupton  for  several  years  and  in  1903  opened  an 
office  and  began  to  practice  alone. 
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Dr.  Shaw  has  been  active  in  Democratic  politics  ever  since  he  was 
old  enough  to  vote.  He  has  been  a delegate  to  county  and  state  con- 
ventions many  times,  has  served  as  clerk  on  the  Board  of  Elections 
and  has  been  Judge  of  Election.  He  has  been  a member  and  clerk 
of  the  Board  of  Education  for  several  years  and  is  intimately  iden- 
tified with  the  best  business,  political  and  social  life  of  Gallipolis. 
He  is  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  has  held  all  the  chairs  in  that 
order.  He  is  also  a member  of  Elks  Lodge  No.  107,  of  the  Mod- 
ern Woodmen  of  America,  the  M.  B.  of  A.  and  the  Ohio  State  Den- 
tal Association.  During  1 898  Dr.  Shaw  was  a member  of  the  State 
Guard,  organized  on  account  of  the  Spanish- American  War.  He  is 
also  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Dr.  Shaw’s  parents  were  James  and  Josephine  (Holcomb) 
Shaw.  His  father  was  also  a Democrat.  Dr.  Shaw  married  Elsie 
C.  Barrows  of  Buffalo,  West  Virginia.  They  have  two  daughters, 
Mary  Josephine  and  Ella  G. 

Alva  L.  Scott. — Morgan  County  has  no  more  ardent  Demo- 
crat than  Alva  L.  Scott  of  Malta.  He  has  been  an  active  worker 
for  the  Party  for  more  than  thirty  years  and  has  been  a member  of 
the  Executive  Committee  since  1884.  In  fact,  he  has  served  upon 
all  county  committees  and  has  been  delegate  to  many  congressional 
and  senatorial  conventions  as  well  as  to  five  state  conventions.  He 
also  has  held  a seat  in  the  council  and  was  a member  of  the  Election 
Board  for  a great  many  years.  He  takes  a warm  interest  in  educa- 
tional affairs  and  is  a member  of  the  Malta  School  Board,  having 
been  elected  by  a majority  of  over  100,  with  a normal  Republican 
majority  to  overcome. 

Alva  L.  Scott  was  born  in  Uniontown,  Morgan  County,  March 
11th,  1852.  After  passing  through  the  district  school  he  spent  a 
few  years  learning  the  trade  of  carpenter,  but  in  the  fall  of  1873 
he  took  a position  with  the  Brown  & Manley  Plow  Co.  and  has  been 
associated  with  that  enterprise  ever  since.  He  is  now  foreman  and 
master  mechanic  of  the  machine  shop  and  also  has  charge  of  repairs 
in  the  entire  plant.  Fraternally  he  is  a member  of  the  Blue  Lodge, 
Chapter  and  Council  in  the  Masonic  Order. 
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In  1879  Alva  L.  Scott  married  Elizabeth  E.,  daughter  of 
James  Manley,  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Brown  & Manley  Plow 
Co.  They  have  three  children,  namely,  Bernice  F.,  now  Mrs.  Eaton 
Lindsay;  Mabel  C.,  now  Mrs.  Earl  Taylor,  and  Hubert  A.,  who 
is  a student  at  Ohio  State  University.  Mr.  Scott’s  father,  James 
Scott,  was  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Morgan  County  and  -was 
a farmer  by  occupation.  He  was  a Democrat  and  was  always  a 
hard  worker  for  his  Party.  He  was  born  in  1800  and  died  in  1872. 
He  married  Nancy  Shepard,  a native  of  Ohio,  who  died  in  1903  at 
the  age  of  93.  Both  the  Scotts  and  Shepards  were  Democratic  fam- 
ilies and  Alva  L.  Scott  is  known  throughout  Morgan  County  for 
his  deep  seated  Democracy  and  his  willingness  to  contribute  as  well 
as  fight  for  the  success  of  the  cause. 

E.  L.  SAVAGE,  one  of  the  best  known  lawyers  of  Northwestern 
Ohio,  was  born  in  Paulding  County,  April  18,  1872.  At  the  age 
of  sixteen  he  was  able  to  enter  Wooster  College,  from  which  he  grad- 
uated in  the  Classical  course  in  1893.  He  then  entered  the  Harvard 
Law  School,  took  a four  years’  course  and  was  graduated  in  the 
class  of  1897.  He  was  also  admitted  to  the  bar  in  that  year  and  at 
once  began  the  active  practice  of  his  profession  with  Judge  W.  H. 
Snook  at  Paulding. 

Mr.  Savage  has  always  been  a Democrat  and  an  active  one. 
He  has  been  identified  with  the  local  organization  for  years  and  has 
even  taken  the  stump  during  the  campaign  in  Paulding  County. 
Soon  after  he  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  he  was  the  candi- 
date for  Prosecuting  Attorney  but  failed  of  election,  and  in  1910 
was  placed  upon  the  ticket  for  Common  Pleas  Judge,  but  Paulding 
County  is  so  conservatively  Republican  that  a Democrat  can  not 
hope  for  election  to  public  office.  However,  those  nominations  in- 
dicate the  respect  which  the  Democrats  of  Paulding  County  enter- 
tain for  Mr.  Savage.  He  has  frequently  been  a delegate  to  con- 
ventions and  his  reputation  both  as  a reliable  Democrat  and  an  able 
lawyer  extends  far  beyond  the  limits  of  his  county. 

In  October,  1896,  E.  L.  Savage  married  Sadie,  daughter  of 
Thomas  J.  Champion,  formerly  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Paulding 
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County.  They  have  three  children,  Eloise,  Thomas  and  Thayer. 
Mr.  Savage’s  parents  were  Wesley  A.  and  Anna  R.  (Schaffer) 
Savage.  Wesley  A.  Savage  was  a merchant  and  an  active  Demo- 
crat. He  was  born  in  Defiance  County  in  1858  and  died  in  1907. 
He  served  as  Post  Master  of  Paulding  under  President  Cleveland 
and  in  1 893  was  the  Democratic  candidate  for  Representative.  He 
acted  as  chairman  of  the  County  Executive  Committee  for  years  and 
was  very  active  in  organization  work.  Mr.  E.  L.  Savage  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  Fraternity. 

THOMAS  A.  Selz  was  born  at  Camp  Thomas,  Franklin 
County,  Ohio,  March  3,  1863.  He  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  and  at  Wilts  Commercial  College.  Mr.  Selz  has  been  a very 
successful  business  man.  He  was  connected  with  the  old  Pearl  Laun- 
dry for  some  time  and  when  the  Troy  Pearl  Laundry  Company  was 
organized  he  became  its  president,  which  position  he  still  occupies. 
He  is  also  president  of  the  National  Association  of  Laundrymen  and 
has  been  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Lebanon  6c  Franklin  Traction 
Company  since  its  organization.  Fraternally  he  is  affiliated  with  the 
Masonic  Fraternity,  the  Elks,  Foresters  and  the  Modern  Woodmen 
of  America,  and  is  also  a member  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans  and  the 
Dayton  Gymnastic  Club. 

Mr.  Selz  has  long  been  actively  identified  with  the  Democratic 
Party  in  Montgomery  County.  He  has  been  a member  of  both  the 
city  and  county  committee  for  fifteen  years  and  has  acted  as  treasurer 
all  that  time.  He  was  County  Treasurer  for  two  terms,  covering  the 
years  from  1898  to  1902.  In  his  first  campaign  for  County  Treas- 
urer he  was  the  only  Democrat  elected  and  when  he  came  up  for 
reelection  was  one  of  the  only  two  Democrats  who  won;  the  other  suc- 
cessful candidate  being  B.  F.  McCann.  In  1902  he  was  a candidate 
for  Congress  but  failed  of  election. 

The  parents  of  Thomas  A.  Selz  were  Charles  and  Julia  L.  Selz. 
In  June,  1909,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Belle  Hopkins.  Mr.  Selz  is 
one  of  the  best  known  and  most  highly  respected  citizens  of  western 
Ohio. 
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JOHN  Spahr. — In  this  day  of  progressives  John  Spahr  of 
Jamestown,  Green  County,  Ohio,  is  the  living  embodiment  of  all  that 
the  term  suggests.  One  of  the  youngest  men  in  active  politics  in  the 
state,  he  is  one  of  the  most  ardent  and  up  to  date.  He  has  been  a 
Democrat  all  his  life  and  for  some  years  has  been  a leader  in  his 
county  and  also  participated  in  state  affairs.  He  has  been  a member 
of  both  the  County  and  Executive  Committee  of  Green  County  and 
is  the  life  and  inspiration  of  the  local  Democratic  organization.  He 
was  actively  engaged  in  politics  before  attaining  his  majority  and  for 
years  has  been  one  of  the  chief  advisers  of  the  Greene  County  Democ- 
cracy  and  one  of  the  most  ardent  and  able  political  workers  in  the 
county.  He  was  a delegate  to  the  last  two  state  conventions,  namely, 
in  1908  and  1910,  when  Judson  Harmon  received  his  first  and  sec- 
ond nominations  for  Governor,  and  has  become  known  all  over  the 
state  to  leading  politicians  and  public  men.  He  was  also  a delegate 
to  the  Congressional  convention  which  nominated  Hon.  Matthew  R. 
Denver  for  Congress  from  the  Sixth  Congressional  District  in  1910. 

John  Spahr  was  born  at  the  old  Spahr  homestead.  Silver  Creek 
Township,  Green  County,  Ohio,  July  30,  1886.  After  graduating 
from  the  Jamestown  High  School  he  entered  the  Dayton  College 
where  he  completed  his  literary  education.  He  then  took  a course  in 
the  Agricultural  College  at  Ohio  State  University,  and  since  that 
time  he  has  given  his  attention  to  his  fine  stock  farm,  which  is  reputed 
to  be  second  to  none  in  the  state.  His  grandfather,  John  Spahr,  was 
one  of  the  early  settlers  in  Ohio.  His  father,  John  M.  Spahr,  was  a 
Democrat  in  politics  and  a highly  respected  man.  He  died  several 
years  ago. 

Mr.  Spahr  takes  a warm  interest  in  all  public  affairs  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Elks  and  the  Masonic  Fraternity.  He  is  a young 
man  of  strong  personality,  broad  minded  and  intellectual,  and  if  he 
continues  in  politics  he  has  a bright  career  before  him  and  is  un- 
doubtedly destined  to  play  a prominent  part  in  the  affairs  of  the  state. 
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WlLLIAM  J.  Schwenck  was  born  in  Holmes  Township,  Craw- 
ford County,  Ohio,  and  after  passing  through  the  public  schools  began 
his  college  course  at  Ada  in  1 893.'  In  1 898  he  entered  the  law  depart- 
ment of  Ohio  State  University  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  the 
class  of  1 900  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  the  same  year.  While  at- 
tending college  he  also  studied  law  under  Judge  Crow  of  Kenton, 
Ohio,  and  upon  his  admission  to  the  bar  in  1900  immediately  began 
the  practice  of  his  profession. 

Mr.  Schwenck,  although  a young  man,  has  not  only  attained  a 
high  reputation  as  an  attorney  but  has  had  a somewhat  active  political 
career.  He  served  as  City  Solicitor  of  Bucyrus  from  1902  to  1906 
and  inaugurated  the  new  municipal  code  now  in  force  in  Bucyrus.  In 
the  spring  of  1903  he  failed  of  the  Democratic  nomination  for  Prose- 
cuting Attorney  but  gave  the  Party  his  hearty  support,  and  in  1910 
established  a new  precedent  by  receiving  the  nomination  for  that  office 
without  any  opposition  in  his  party  and  was  elected  by  a splendid  plu- 
rality. He  has  been  a delegate  to  every  judicial  convention  since  he 
began  the  practice  of  law.  He  is  a splendid  stump  speaker,  has  few 
equals  as  a campaigner  and  has  been  very  active  in  congressional  and 
state  conventions.  He  was  a delegate  to  the  State  Convention  of 
1903  which  nominated  John  M.  Pattison  for  Governor.  In  1909 
and  1910  he  was  Clerk  of  the  Board  of  County  Elections. 

On  June  9th,  1 909,  William  J.  Schwenck  married  Ruth,  daugh- 
ter and  only  child  of  William  and  Martha  France  of  Crawford 
County.  Mr.  Schwenck’s  father,  Hironomous  Schwenck,  emigrated 
from  Germany  when  a boy  and  became  a pioneer  and  prosperous 
farmer  in  Crawford  County.  He  also  was  a staunch  Democrat.  He 
married  Mary  Ann  Zimmers,  who  was  also  a native  of  Germany  but 
came  to  American  when  a young  girl.  Their  children  were  Jacob, 
Peter,  J.  C.,  Samuel,  Henry,  Mrs.  Jack  Van  Voorhis  and  William 
J.  Schwenck. 

Hon.  JOSEPH  A.  States,  member  of  the  Board  of  Public 
Works,  was  born  in  Monroe  Township,  Allen  County,  Ohio,  and  was 
educated  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  place.  He  grew  up  on  the 
farm  and  has  been  mainly  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  all  his  life. 
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Mr.  States  has  always  been  a consistent  member  of  the  Demo- 
cratic Party  and  for  more  than  thirty  years  has  been  an  active  and 
influential  worker  for  that  party  in  Allen  County,  acting  upon  com- 
mittees and  attending  not  only  county  but  state  conventions  as  a dele- 
gate. He  was  County  Commissioner  of  Allen  County  from  1 882  to 
1 888.  In  1 9 1 0 he  was  elected  a member  of  the  State  Board  of  Public 
Works,  taking  office  January  1,  191  1.  In  1912  he  was  reelected  and 
is  still  an  incumbent  of  that  office.  Mr.  States  is  one  of  the  most 
capable  of  state  officials  and  is  also  one  of  the  most  popular.  In  1 868 
he  married  Miss  Powell.  His  parents  were  Daniel  and  Mary  Jane 
States. 

Harry  Green  Southard.  M.  D.,  son  of  Dr.  J.  Q.  and  Lu- 
cinda M.  (Green)  Southard,  was  born  at  Raymond,  Union  County, 
Ohio,  January  1,  1878,  but  came  to  Marysville  when  quite  young, 
with  his  parents.  After  passing  through  the  public  and  high  schools 
he  entered  Ohio  State  University  in  1 900,  which  he  attended  for  two 
years.  He  then  entered  the  Starling  Medical  College,  Columbus, 
Ohio,  took  a four  years’  course,  and  was  graduated  in  the  class  of 
1906.  While  in  college  he  was  an  active  member  of  the  literary 
societies  and  college  fraternities.  After  receiving  his  medical  de- 
gree he  held  the  honorary  position  of  interne  at  St.  Francis  Hospital 
for  one  year.  In  1907  he  returned  to  Marysville  and  began  the 
active  practice  of  his  profession  where  he  has  acquired  a high  reputa- 
tion both  in  surgery  and  medicine.  He  is  a member  of  the  Auxiliary 
Committee,  both  for  the  National  Legislative  Council  and  the  com- 
mittee on  Public  Policy  and  Legislation  of  the  State  Medical  So- 
ciety. Dr.  Southard’s  father  was  a famous  physician  in  his  day  and 
was  one  of  the  best  known  Democrats  in  Ohio.  Dr.  Harry  Green 
Southard  is  also  of  the  same  political  faith  and  is  highly  regarded  by 
the  members  of  his  Party.  For  two  years  he  has  been  a member  of 
the  County  Central  Committee  and  in  1911,  without  any  solicitation 
on  his  part,  the  Democrats  of  Marysville  nominated  him  for  Mayor 
of  the  city.  He  did  no  campaigning,  yet  received  a very  flattering 
vote,  although  he  failed  of  election.  His  fraternal  affiliations  are  with 
the  Elks  and  the  Masonic  Fraternity. 
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Hon.  James  Sharp  is  a scion  of  one  of  the  oldest  and  most 
renowned  families  of  Ohio,  being  a direct  descendant  on  his  mother’s 
side  of  Rev.  Dr.  Manassah  Cutler,  who  was  the  agent  for  the  New 
England  Land  Company  and  who  personally  and  through  his  influ- 
ence upon  legislation  did  more  than  any  other  man  for  the  early  set- 
tlers of  Ohio.  It  was  his  son,  Ephraim  Cutler,  who  led  the  expedition 
down  the  Ohio  from  Marietta  in  1800.  He  was  the  great-grandfather 
of  Mr.  Sharp’s  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Ellen  Cutler.  James 
Sharp  was  born  at  Sugar  Grove,  Fairfield  County,  Ohio,  April  4, 
1866.  After  receiving  a common  school  education  he  took  up  the 
plumbing  trade  in  Columbus  in  1888.  In  1894  he  located  in  Nelson- 
ville  and  inaugurated  the  business  in  which  he  is  still  engaged  and  in 
which  he  has  been  very  successful. 

Mr.  Sharp  is  one  of  the  active  and  influential  Democrats  of 
Athens  County.  He  has  been  a member  of  the  County  Committee 
and  was  a delegate  to  the  State  Convention  in  1 908  which  nominated 
Judson  Harmon  for  Governor.  He  was  elected  City  Clerk  of  Nel- 
sonville  in  1 898  and  served  one  term.  In  1 906  he  was  elected  Mayor 
and  proved  himself  a capable  and  conscientious  official.  He  was  a 
candidate  for  the  second  term  but  lost  in  a three-cornered  fight  by  the 
small  margin  of  nine  votes.  Mr.  Sharp  is  a member  of  the  B.  P.  O.  E. 
and  a prominent  member  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  in  which  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Nelsonville  Blue  Lodge  and  the  Athens  Commandery 
and  the  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine  at 
Columbus.  He  is  also  a Past  Exalted  Ruler  of  the  Elks. 

Mr.  Sharp’s  parents  were  William  Sharp  of  Belmont  County, 
and  Ellen  (Cutler)  Sharp  of  Amesville,  Ohio.  On  May  8,  1897, 
James  Sharp  married  Florence  Voorhees  at  Nelsonville,  Ohio.  They 
have  three  children,  Stacey  Cutler,  Mary  and  Helen. 

Frank  Valora  Short  was  born  at  Loramie,  Shelby  County, 
Ohio,  November  8,  1867.  He  attended  the  public  schools  until  1881 
when  he  moved  to  Mercer  County  and  began  working  on  a farm. 
From  the  age  of  thirteen  to  twenty-two  he  only  attended  school  two 
months,  but  did  considerable  studying  at  home.  For  nine  years  he 
worked  on  the  farm  in  summer  and  was  engaged  in  fishing  in  the  fall 


$ )o  8*wlJ 


■ 


'"*f! 


THE  DEMOCRATIC  PARTY  OF  OHIO 


369 


and  winter.  In  1 889  he  took  the  teachers*  course  at  Ada  and  taught 
school  for  three  years,  reading  law  at  the  same  time  with  Touville 
& Kinney.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1896  and  his  averages  at 
the  bar  examination  were  among  the  highest  in  the  state.  In  that  year 
he  began  the  practice  of  law  in  partnership  with  Byron  M.  Clenden- 
ning,  a prominent  lawyer  and  Democrat,  now  of  Cincinnati. 

Mr.  Short  was  interested  in  the  Democratic  Party  as  a boy,  his 
father  and  grandfather  both  being  Butternut  Democrats.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  County  Central  Committee  in  1890  and  secretary  to 
the  Executive  Committee  for  several  years.  He  has  been  active  in 
committee  work  and  has  attended  many  county,  senatorial  and  state 
conventions.  He  is  a good  organizer  and  a strong  campaigner  and  in 
these  capacities  has  rendered  great  assistance  to  his  party  in  Mercer 
County.  In  1903  he  was  candidate  for  Prosecuting  Attorney  but 
failed  of  nomination.  Mr.  Short  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  Fra- 
ternity, Odd  Fellows,  Knights  of  Pythias,  Elks,  Eagles,  Woodmen 
and  the  Methodist  Church.  On  October  27,  1896,  Frank  Valora 
Short  married  Maggie  G.,  daughter  of  Joseph  D.  Rhodes  of  Greens- 
burg,  Pa.  They  have  three  children,  Leila,  Ralph  and  Donald.  Mr. 
Short’s  father,  William  J.  Short,  is  a native  of  Shelby  County  and 
is  still  living.  His  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Mary  E.  Swal- 
low, is  a native  of  Darke  County  and  is  also  still  living. 

JOSEPH  A.  Shearer. — One  of  the  able  young  Democrats 
aiding  in  the  conduct  of  public  affairs  in  Ohio  is  Joseph  A.  Shearer. 
He  was  born  in  Ashland  County,  three  miles  east  of  the  city  of  Ash- 
land, September  30,  1877.  Although  he  received  only  a common 
school  education  he  began  to  teach  school  in  1896,  when  only  nine- 
teen years  of  age,  and  continued  in  that  occupation  until  1906.  He 
was  elected  Clerk  of  the  Courts  in  1905  and  was  reelected  in  1908. 
In  1911  he  was  appointed  Registrar  of  Automobiles  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Secretary  of  State.  For  several  years  he  has  been  an 
active  and  valued  worker  for  the  Democratic  Party,  whose  best  in- 
terests he  has  at  heart.  He  served  on  the  County  Central  Committee 
from  1902  to  1905  and  has  been  a regular  attendant  at  all  Demo- 
cratic State  Conventions  from  1903  down  to  the  present  time. 
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FORREST  C.  Secrest. — Chillicothe  is  not  only  one  of  the  most 
historic  spots  in  Ohio,  but  can  boast  the  finest  coterie  of  Democratic 
campaigners  of  any  place  of  its  size  in  the  United  States.  One  of 
these  is  Forrest  C.  Secrest,  who  was  born  at  Frankfort,  Ohio,  Feb- 
ruary 16,  1873.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  and  high  schools  of 
Chillicothe  and  at  Ohio  Wesleyan  University.  After  leaving  college 
he  went  into  the  wholesale  and  retail  hardware  business  with  his 
father  and  is  still  engaged  in  that  business,  being  treasurer  of  the  Chil- 
licothe Hardware  Company. 

' Mr.  Secrest’s  political  career  began  in  1894  when  he  became  of 
age.  In  1896  he  was  elected  a member  of  the  Board  of  Education 
and  at  the  expiration  of  his  first  term  was  reelected.  He  was  appointed 
a member  of  the  Board  of  Public  Safety  and  then  by  appointment 
became  Director  of  Public  Safety,  which  office  he  still  holds.  Since 
attaining  his  majority  he  has  attended  every  state  convention.  He  was 
chairman  of  the  Democratic  County  Committee  and  the  County  Cen- 
tral Committee  for  eight  years,  and  for  twelve  years  was  treasurer  of 
the  City  Committee.  Mr.  Secrest  is  a power  in  Ross  County  politics 
and  his  influence  is  felt  in  every  campaign.  His  business  reputation  is 
high,  his  hardware  establishment  being  one  of  the  most  complete  in 
the  state,  and  his  recognized  integrity  and  standing  in  the  business 
world  add  greatly  to  his  political  influence. 

On  April  2,  1893,  Forrest  C.  Secrest  married  Cora  Roche  and 
they  have  a family  of  three  daughters.  Mr.  Secrest’s  parents  were 
Samuel  L.  and  Mary  (Miller)  Secrest.  The  family  settled  in  Chilli- 
cothe in  1882. 

Judge  Joshua  R.  Seney  was  born  in  Tiffin,  Ohio,  in  1843 
and  died  in  Toledo,  Ohio,  in  1901.  He  graduated  from  Union  Col- 
lege in  the  classical  course  in  1860  and  afterward  studied  law  and 
was  admitted  to  the  bar.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War  he  offered 
his  services  as  a private,  but  owing  to  ill  health  was  rejected.  He 
then  helped  to  organize  the  101st  O.  V.  I.  and  after  his  discharge 
served  a short  time  as  sutler. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-nine  Joshua  R.  Seney  became  Judge  of 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  at  Toledo,  Ohio.  He  was  the  first 
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judge  in  Ohio  and  one  of  the  first  in  the  United  States  to  permit  a 
negro  to  sit  on  a jury,  and  in  the  case  in  which  he  decided  that  a 
'‘clerkship  was  not  an  office  within  the  meaning  of  the  Constitution” 
he  threw  open  the  doors  for  the  employment  of  women  in  city,  county 
and  state  offices.  After  four  years  of  exceptional  services  on  the 
bench  he  resigned  to  pursue  the  practice  of  law  and  became  one  of 
the  most  eloquent  and  convincing  lawyers  that  ever  practiced  at  the 
Ohio  bar. 

Judge  Seney  was  a man  of  high  literary  attainments,  being  a 
master  of  seven  languages.  He  married  Miss  Julia  Rice  of  Ottawa, 
Ohio,  daughter  of  Hon.  Clark  H.  Rice,  first  president  of  the  old 
Ottawa  Banking  House,  and  a sister  of  the  late  General  A.  V.  Rice. 
Their  son,  George  E.  Seney  of  Toledo,  Ohio,  is  the  only  surviving 
issue  of  this  happy  union.  Judge  Seney  was  a brother  of  Judges 
George  E.  Seney  of  Tiffin  and  Henry  W.  Seney  of  Kenton,  Ohio. 
While  Judge  Seney  was  happy  with  his  pen  and  a man  of  great  elo- 
quence as  an  orator  he  will  ever  be  remembered  by  his  brethren  at  the 
bar  for  his  skill  and  grace  as  a trial  lawyer. 

J.  MARTIN  Thumm  was  born  in  Warren  County,  Ohio,  Decem- 
ber 13th,  1872,  and  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  county.  He  settled  in  Cleveland  in  1890  and  after  taking  a 
course  in  the  Spencerian  Business  College,  he  worked  for  a time  as 
bookkeeper  and  secured  a position  in  the  City  Auditor’s  Office  in 

1899. 

Mr.  Thumm  is  one  of  the  most  active  young  Democrats  of 
Cleveland.  He  was  secretary  of  the  William  J.  Bryan  Association 
in  1896  and  also  secretary  of  the  first  Ohio  Free  Silver  Club  in  the 
same  year.  For  fourteen  years  he  has  been  a leader  in  his  ward  and 
since  its  establishment  has  been  in  charge  of  the  Johnson  Tent.  He 
has  been  a member  of  the  Cuyahoga  County  Democratic  Committee 
since  1900  and  was  secretary  of  that  committee  for  four  years.  In 
addition  to  his  local  political  work  he  has  attended  every  state  conven- 
tion since  1899.  In  1901  he  was  Chief  Clerk  to  the  Superintendent 
of  Water  Works  and  secretary  to  Charles  P.  Salen,  Director  of  Pub- 
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lie  Works.  In  1903  he  was  the  Democratic  candidate  for  Clerk  of 
the  Police  Court,  but  failed  of  election.  In  that  year,  however,  he 
was  appointed  Superintendent  of  Street  Lighting  and  organized  the 
municipal  system  of  street  lighting,  which  had  previously  been  done 
under  contract.  He  served  in  that  capacity  for  two  years  and  was 
also  Cashier  and  Paymaster  in  the  County  Treasurer’s  Office  under 
J.  P.  Madigan  for  three  years.  Also  he  was  secretary  to  the  Building 
Inspector  for  the  city  of  Cleveland  for  two  years.  In  1911  he  was 
appointed  Chief  Deputy  Clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court  under  Frank  E. 
McKean,  which  position  he  now  fills. 

CHARLES  W.  Smith,  son  of  Charles  Lorenzo  and  Sarah  Ann 
(Manley)  Smith,  was  born  in  Dudley  Township,  Hardin  County, 
Ohio,  March  6,  1862.  He  attended  the  public  schools  until  seven- 
teen years  of  age  and  for  the  next  three  years  assisted  his  father  on  the 
farm.  He  then  took  up  and  learned  the  trade  of  carpenter  at  which 
he  worked  for  four  years  and  thereby  acquired  much  of  the  knowl- 
edge which  fitted  him  for  his  life  occupation  of  general  contractor,  in 
which  he  has  now  been  engaged  for  twenty  years.  He  also  deals  ex- 
tensively in  timber  and  is  interested  in  agriculture  as  the  owner  of  one 
of  the  finest  farms  in  Hardin  County. 

Mr.  Smith  is  an  ardent  Democrat  and  works  earnestly  and  un- 
ceasingly for  the  success  of  his  party.  He  has  served  in  different  pub- 
lic offices  with  the  highest  credit  and  has  earned  his  wide  popularity 
by  his  integrity  and  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  official  duties.  He 
has  been  a member  of  congressional  and  judicial  committees  and  has 
also  served  on  local  committees  and  has  frequently  been  sent  as  a dele- 
gate to  conventions.  He  was  a member  of  the  town  council  of  Hale 
Township  for  a dozen  years,  was  a member  of  the  Mt.  Victory  coun- 
cil and  Mayor  of  the  borough  one  term.  He  resigned  the  position  of 
Mayor  in  1909  to  assume  his  duties  as  one  of  the  County  Commis- 
sioners of  Hardin  County. 

Mr.  Smith’s  father,  Charles  Lorenzo  Smith,  was  a native  of 
Baden,  Germany,  where  he  was  born  May  20,  1834.  At  the  age 
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of  seventeen  he  came  to  America  and  settled  on  a farm  near  Colum- 
bus, Ohio.  Later  he  moved  to  Mt.  Victory  where  he  was  employed 
in  a sawmill  for  twelve  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  bought  a 
farm  in  Dudley  Township  on  which  he  lived  until  within  a short  time 
of  his  death.  He  spent  his  last  days  with  his  son,  Charles  W.  Smith. 
In  1859  he  married  Sarah  Ann  Manley,  who  died  September  21, 
1888,  at  the  age  of  forty-six. 

On  November  26,  1881,  Charles  W.  Smith  married  Flora  M. 
Harvey,  daughter  of  Newton  and  Elizabeth  (Smith)  Harvey.  They 
have  two  sons,  namely:  Everett,  who  was  born  June  14,  1885,  and 
Clarence,  born  October  4,  1890.  Everett  is  a resident  of  Indianap- 
olis and  Clarence  is  manager  of  his  father’s  farm.  Mr.  Smith  is  a 
member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  Lodge  at  Mt.  Victory,  of  Lodge 
No.  151  B.  P.  O.  E.  and  of  the  Odd  Fellows.  Mrs.  Smith  is  a mem- 
ber of  Rebecca  Lodge,  a branch  of  the  Odd  Fellows,  and  of  the 
Pythian  Sisters  at  Mt.  Victory. 

JEFFERSON  I.  Smith  was  born  in  Lykens  Township,  Crawford 
County,  Ohio,  April  24th,  1863.  He  attended  the  public  schools-of 
his  township  and  the  high  school  of  New  Washington  until  twenty 
years  of  age,  when  he  became  Editor  of  the  Nerv  Washington  Herald , 
which  position  he  occupied  for  twelve  years.  During  the  next  five 
years  he  was  employed  as  Deputy  County  Auditor,  and  in  1901  was 
elected  County  Auditor.  At  the  expiration  of  his  first  term  he  was 
reelected  and  served  until  1909,  when  he  embarked  in  the  insurance 
business. 

While  living  in  New  Washington  Mr.  Smith  was  recognized  as 
a man  of  much  public  spirit  and  staunch  Democratic  principles.  He 
served  as  Deputy  State  Supervisor  of  Elections,  was  clerk  of  the  vil- 
lage and  a member  of  the  Board  of  Education.  He  was  also  County 
School  Examiner  and  is  at  present  a member  of  the  Board  of  Review 
of  the  city  of  Bucyrus.  He  has  always  been  very  active  in  political 
conventions,  not  only  in  his  county  and  district  but  at  state  conven- 
tions. The  first  state  convention  he  attended  as  a delegate  was  in 
1889  when  James  E.  Campbell  was  nominated  for  Governor.  For 
years  he  has  served  as  chairman  of  the  county  central  committee  and 
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there  is  no  man  in  the  county  who  takes  a more  active  interest  in  the 
success  of  the  Democratic  Party  than  he.  His  fraternal  organizations 
are  the  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 

On  October  8th,  1883,  Jefferson  I.  Smith  married  Linnie,  daugh- 
ter of  J.  H.  and  Lydia  (McNary)  Brenneman,  of  Wayne  County. 
They  have  one  son,  Russell  B.,  born  August  23rd,  1894.  The  Bren- 
nemans  were  one  of  the  early  representative  families  of  Wayne 
County.  Mr.  Smith’s  father  was  Fred  Smith,  who  was  born  in  Sax- 
ony, Germany,  and  came  to  Columbus,  Ohio,  in  1835.  He  was  a 
stonemason  and  helped  to  build  the  bridge  across  the  Scioto  River  on 
Broad  Street.  He  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  being  Christiana 
Lippman,  who  died  about  1845,  leaving  four  children.  His  second 
wife  was  Lucy  A.  Shupp  of  Crawford  County.  She  was  the  mother 
of  ten  children,  of  whom  Jefferson  I.  was  the  seventh. 

L.  M.  SMITH  was  born  in  Lykens  Township,  Crawford  County, 
September  1 , 1 868,  and  attended  the  public  schools  until  sixteen  years 
of  age.  His  father  was  a farmer,  there  was  a family  of  ten  children, 
and  as  it  was  a case  of  “dig  for  yourself,’’  he  left  the  farm  in  1884  for 
Bucyrus.  In  1887  he  took  a commercial  course  at  a business  college 
in  Mansfield  and  afterward  was  employed  as  bookkeeper  in  Mansfield 
and  Canton  until  1890,  when  he  took  a position  on  the  New  Washing- 
ton Herald , a Democratic  sheet,  and  later  bought  a half  interest  in  the 
paper,  which  he  afterward  sold.  In  1898  he  settled  in  Bucyrus  and 
purchased  a half  interest  in  the  Crawford  County  News , a semi- 
weekly Democratic  paper  which  in  1901  was  consolidated  with  the 
Forum , retailing  the  Daily  Forum  and  the  News-Forum  (semi- 
weekly), of  which  Mr.  Smith  is  Editor-in-Chief  and  General  Man- 
ager. He  is  also  the  chief  stockholder  in  the  concern  which  is  known 
as  The  Bucyrus  Publishing  Company. 

Mr.  Smith  is  a Democrat  from  principle  and  not  from  policy,  or 
for  selfish  gain.  Never  has  he  fallen  victim  to  the  demands  of  any 
special  clique  or  faction,  neither  for  mercenary  nor  political  compensa- 
tion and  his  attacks  on  bossism  have  created  a general  stir  throughout 
his  section.  He  is  a strong  advocate  of  purity  in  politics  and  insists 
that  a man  should  be  as  clean  in  political  life  as  he  is  in  his  home.  Mr. 
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Smith  is  a forcible  newspaper  man,  his  success  resulting  largely  from 
his  insistence  that  a newspaper  is  essentially  a business  enterprise.  He 
is  rightly  classed  a “pr°gressive”  and  his  editorial  policies  attract  wide 
attention.  While  he  has  never  aspired  to  public  office,  he  is  a staunch 
worker  for  the  party,  not  only  in  the  ranks,  but  as  a publisher,  and  the 
high,  clear  tone  of  the  editorials  in  the  Bucyrus  Forum  increased  respect 
and  attract  support  for  the  Democratic  Party  in  Crawford  County,  and 
have  also  accomplished  many  of  the  reforms  which  have  distinguished 
his  city  throughout  the  state. 

' Mr.  Smith  was  chairman  of  the  County  Executive  Committee  for 
four  consecutive  terms  and  in  1 906  was  a member  of  the  State  Execu- 
tive Committee,  giving  the  largest  and  best  field  service  of  any  other 
member.  He  also  served  the  state  successfully  on  the  Board  of  Man- 
agers of  the  Ohio  Penitentiary.  Whatever  he  does  is  well  done  with 
the  interested  ardor  that  has  made  him  friends,  not  only  in  Crawford 
County  but  throughout  the  state.  He  is  a member  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  and  the  B.  P.  O.  E. 

The  parents  of  Mr.  Smith  were  Frederick  and  Lucy  Ann  Smith. 
Frederick  was  a native  of  Saxony,  Germany,  and  on  coming  to  Amer- 
ica, in  1835,  settled  in  Columbus.  On  September  15,  1892,  L.  M. 
Smith  married  Bessie,  daughter  of  Frederick  Sexauer  of  Sulphur 
Springs,  Ohio. 

PHIL  B.  Smythe  was  born  in  the  city  of  Newark,  Ohio,  De- 
cember 20th,  1 869,  and  after  passing  through  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  place  he  entered  Denison  University,  at  Granville,  where  he 
took  a purely  elective  course.  He  then  took  up  the  study  of  law  with 
his  father,  Brandt  G.  Smythe,  and  was  duly  admitted  to  the  bar. 

In  1900  Mr.  Smythe  was  elected  City  Solicitor  on  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket  of  Newark  and  held  that  office  for  five  years.  After  re- 
tiring from  that  office  he  was  actively  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his 
profession  with  his  father  under  the  firm  name  of  Smythe  & Smythe 
until  he  was  elected  Prosecuting  Attorney  for  the  city  of  Newark  in 
1908,  defeating  Joseph  Homer.  He  took  office  in  1909  and  at  the 
expiration  of  his  first  term  was  reelected  in  1911,  defeating  J.  R.  Da- 
vies. Mr.  Smythe  is  a good  public  speaker  and  a strong  campaigner 


376 


THE  DEMOCRATIC  PARTY  OF  OHIO 


as  well  as  a brilliant  lawyer.  He  is  a Knight  Templar  in  St.  Luke’s 
Commandery  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity  and  is  also  a member  and  Past 
Exalted  Ruler  of  Newark  Lodge  No.  391,  B.  P.  O.  E. 

Phil  B.  Smythe  married  Catherine  Groff  of  Licking  County.  His 
parents  were  Brandt  G.  and  Sarah  (Atcherley)  Smythe.  His  mother 
was  a native  of  Liverpool,  England,  but  came  to  America  when  a very 
young  girl  and  settled  in  Newark,  Ohio,  with  her  father,  who  was  a 
dry  goods  merchant.  George  B.  Smythe,  grandfather  of  Phil  B. 
Smythe,  came  into  Licking  County  about  1 787.  He  was  in  Washing- 
ton as  correspondent  for  a Cincinnati  paper  during  the  administration  of 
Andrew  Jackson.  He  was  also  a member  of  the  Charleston  Conven- 
tion which  was  convened  after  the  split  of  the  National  Convention  at 
Baltimore,  in  1844. 

FRANKLIN  J.  Stalter,  son  of  Jacob  Christian  and  Saloma 
(Pennington)  Stalter,  is  one  of  a family  of  seven  children  and  was 
born  September  18,  1870,  in  Sycamore  Township,  Wyandot 
County,  Ohio.  His  father,  Jacob  C.  Stalter,  was  born  in  Tymochtee 
Township  in  1835.  He  was  a studious  and  intelligent  man.  He 
taught  school  and  studied  law  while  teaching  and  was  admitted  to  the 
bar,  but  died  in  1875,  leaving  the  responsibility  and  care  of  their 
seven  children  to  his  widow,  who  is  still  living  and  enjoying  the 
supreme  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  every  one  of  her  children  is 
engaged  in  a professional  career.  She  resides  in  Sycamore  where 
she  was  born  in  the  year  1 839. 

Franklin  J.  Stalter  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and 
learned  with  such  facility  that  at  the  age  of  seventeen  he  was  himself 
a teacher.  In  1895,  and  while  still  teaching  school  he  began  to  study 
law  under  George  Goodrich.  In  1 896  he  entered  the  O.  N.  U.  Law 
School  where  he  took  a two  years*  course  and  was  graduated  with 
the  class  of  1898.  In  June  of  the  same  year  he  was  admitted  to  the 
bar,  but  being  obliged  to  continue  teaching  he  did  not  enter  upon  the 
active  practice  of  his  profession  until  1899.  In  that  year  he  tried  his 
first  case  before  Judge  Tobias,  just  after  the  completion  of  the  new 
Court  House,  and  in  the  following  year  he  located  in  Upper  San- 
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dusky  and  became  a partner  in  the  law  firm  of  Clayton  & Stalter.  In 
1901  he  formed  his  present  partnership,  the  firm  being  Meek  & 
Stalter. 

Mr.  Stalter  is  an  enthusiastic  Democrat,  as  was  his  father  before 
him,  and  he  has  been  of  great  service  to  his  Party  in  Wyandot 
County,  not  only  acting  on  committees,  where  his  intelligence  and 
advice  have  been  invaluable,  but  in  taking  part  in  campaigns  and  work- 
ing indefatigably  upon  all  occasions  for  Democratic  success.  He  has 
been  honored  by  his  party  with  the  nomination  for  Prosecuting  Attor- 
ney in  Wyandot  County.  He  is  also  a prominent  society  man  and 
is  a member  of  the  Masonic  Order,  Blue  Lodge  No.  473,  of  the  Red 
Men  of  Upper  Sandusky  and  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  of  Sycamore. 

On  July  18,  1899,  Franklin  J.  Stalter  married  Bertha  E.» 
daughter  of  George  H.  and  Regena  (Badger)  Grelle.  They  have 
four  children,  namely:  Saloma  Regena,  born  March  13,  1901; 
Helen,  born  August  1,  1903;  Martha  Arvilla,  born  January  4, 
1906,  and  Harriet  Marquieta,  born  August  9,  1908. 

Hon.  John  J.  ShanLEY,  Sr.,  was  born  at  Brocksburn,  Scot- 
land, March  19,  1850,  but  has  resided  in  America  since  June,  1858. 
He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Jackson  County,  the  paro- 
chial school  at  Akron  and  St.  Louis  College,  Louisville,  Stark  County, 
where  he  studied  from  1 868  to  1871.  His  parents  desired  to  educate 
him  for  the  priesthood,  but  he  became  a reporter  on  a newspaper, 
taught  school  for  a term,  was  a bookkeeper  for  a year,  studied  law  for 
six  months  at  Akron,  was  shipping  clerk  in  a wholesale  grocery  for 
three  years  and  was  engaged  in  surveying  for  a year.  His  father 
died  in  1876  and  he  went  railroading  in  the  capacity  of  a brakeman. 
He  had  been  on  the  railroad  only  three  months  when  his  arm  was  cut 
off  in  an  accident  and  after  recovering  he  became  a telegrapher  and 
has  been  engaged  in  that  line  ever  since. 

Mr.  Shanley  has  been  a Democrat  since  1860  and  has  the  dis- 
tinction of  being  the  only  Democrat  elected  from  his  district  to  the 
Legislature  in  a period  of  fifty-eight  years.  He  was  elected  to  the 
House  of  Representatives  in  1910  and  at  the  expiration  of  his  term 
was  renominated  and  reelected  in  1912.  He  enjoys  the  further  dis- 
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tinction  of  being  a member  of  the  Centennial  Commission.  Mr.  Shan- 
ley  has  fine  ability  as  a writer  and  a poetical  gift  of  a high  order.  He 
has  already  shown  himself  to  be  a wise  and  honest  legislator  and  will 
bring  both  experience  and  ability  to  the  Eightieth  General  Assembly. 

Mr.  Shanley  takes  great  interest  in  local  affairs  and  is  connected 
with  several  important  societies.  He  is  a member  of  the  Kent  Board 
of  Trade,  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  the  Erie  M.  B.  A.,  the  A.  & 
G.  W.,  the  C.  M.  B.  A.,  the  O.  R.  T.,  and  the  C.  T.  A.  U.  of  A. 

On  June  5,  1879,  John  J.  Shanley  married  Anna  Novinger  and 
they  have  raised  a family  of  eleven  children.  Mr.  Shanley’s  parents 
were  Timothy  and  Mary  Shanley. 

JOHN  H.  Sheetz  was  born  in  New  Washington,  Crawford 
County,  Ohio,  August  29,  1832.  He  studied  in  the  public  schools 
until  eighteen  years  of  age  and  during  1871  and  1872  took  academic 
courses  at  Oberlin  College.  In  1873  he  took  a commercial  course  at 
Mt.  Vernon  and  after  leaving  the  business  school  embarked  in  the 
dry  goods  business  with  his  brother  under  the  name  and  style  of  J. 
Sheetz  & Brother,  which  firm  existed  until  1904.  In  1876  he  be- 
came financially  interested  in  the  Farmer’s  Exchange  Bank,  taking 
the  position  of  Cashier,  which  office  he  has  held  up  to  the  present 
time. 

Although  essentially  a business  man,  and  a very  successful  one, 
Mr.  Sheetz  has  always  taken  a close  interest  in  public  affairs  and  has 
given  some  of  his  time  to  public  service.  In  1891  he  was  elected 
councilman  and  reelected  in  1893.  He  also  served  two  terms  on  the 
School  Board  and  was  a member  of  the  congressional  convention  that 
nominated  Judge  Seney  on  the  Democratic  ticket. 

On  October  2nd,  1889,  John  H.  Sheetz  married  Thressa  W., 
daughter  of  Rev.  A.  H.  and  Caroline  Michaelis,  of  Bucyrus,  Ohio. 
They  have  two  sons,  John  A.  and  Walter  F.,  both  of  whom  are  stu- 
dents at  the  Capital  University,  Columbus,  Ohio.  Mr.  Sheetz’s 
father,  John  A.  Sheetz,  was  born  in  1809  in  Wittenberg,  Germany, 
and  came  to  America  alone  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years.  He  settled 
in  Columbus  in  1827,  but  later  lived  at  Dayton  for  a time,  finally  set- 
tling, in  1838,  on  a timber  section  in  Crawford  County  where  New 
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Washington  is  now  located.  There  he  built  a log  cabin,  cleared  a 
farm  and  lived  until  the  time  of  his  death,  December  7th,  1889.  He 
was  married  three  times,  his  third  wife,  Mrs.  Ehregott  Hesse,  for- 
merly Miss  Margaret  Donnewirth,  being  the  mother  of  John  H. 
Sheetz.  The  Donnewirths  are  one  of  the  pioneer  families  of  Ohio, 
which  can  also  be  said  of  the  Sheetz  family.  They  came  from 
Alsace,  Germany,  where  Margaret  Donnewirth  was  born  in  1813. 
She  came  to  America  with  her  parents  in  1827  and  settled  at  Canton, 
Ohio.  She  died  in  1893.  John  A.  Sheetz  founded  one  of  the  rep- 
resentative families  of  Crawford  County  and  was  a staunch  Dem- 
ocrat. 

GEORGE  B.  Snyder,  city  editor  of  the  Youngstown  Vindicator , 
is  one  of  the  best  known  Democrats  in  the  premier  city  of  northeastern 
Ohio.  He  was  born  May  3,  1868,  in  the  city  of  Cleveland  and  re- 
ceived his  early  education  in  the  Wood  Street  public  school  and  the 
Rayen  High  School  in  Youngstown.  He  left  school  in  1883  and  was 
engaged  in  mercantile  business  until  1 888  when  he  accepted  a position 
in  the  Post  Office  where  he  remained  until  1891.  In  that  year  he 
began  his  newspaper  career  as  a reporter  for  the  Vindicator  and  re- 
mained on  the  paper  until  1894.  He  was  appointed  Post  Master  at 
Youngstown  by  President  Cleveland  December  19,  1893,  and  served 
until  1898.  He  then  returned  to  newspaper  work  and  is  now  city 
editor  of  the  Vindicator. 

Mr.  Snyder  is  one  of  the  most  active  Democrats  in  Mahoning 
County  and  the  Eighteenth  District.  He  had  charge  of  a drum  corps 
in  1884,  five  years  before  he  was  old  enough  to  vote.  In  the  campaign 
of  1 888  he  was  captain  of  the  Cleveland  and  Thurman  Bandana  Club. 
He  has  been  delegate  to  half  a dozen  state  and  congressional  conven- 
tions besides  being  delegate  from  the  Eighteenth  District  to  the  Na- 
tional Democratic  Convention  at  Kansas  City  in  1900,  and  alternate 
to  the  National  Convention  at  Denver  in  1908.  He  has  been  several 
times  chairman,  secretary  and  treasurer  of  both  the  city  and  county 
committee  and  is  at  present  (1912)  chairman  of  the  latter.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Decennial  Equalization  Board  in  1 900  and  in  the  same 
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year  was  nominated  for  Mayor  of  Youngstown  by  the  Democratic 
Party,  but  declined  the  nomination.  He  is  a Past  Regent  of  the  Royal 
Arcanum,  a Past  Grand  in  the  Odd  Fellows  and  Past  Captain  of  the 
Patriarchs  Militant  in  the  same  order. 

On  April  16,  1895,  George  B.  Snyder  married  Nettie  Walter  of 
Canton,  Ohio,  and  is  the  father  of  two  children,  George  B.,  Jr.,  and 
Mary  Louise.  His  parents  were  Steward  and  Mary  (Murray)  Sny- 
der. Mr.  Snyder’s  father  before  him  was  an  unwavering  Democrat. 
He  served  in  the  Mexican  War  under  General  Scott  and  was  an  influ- 
ential man  of  his  day.  One  of  the  valued  heirlooms  of  the  Snyder  fam- 
ily is  an  old  hickory  cane  made  by  George  B.  Snyder’s  grandfather, 
whose  brother  was  one  of  the  oldtime  governors  of  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Snyder  had  the  unique  distinction  of  filling  two  Federal  posi- 
tions at  the  same  time  in  1890  when  he  was  Assistant  Post  Master 
under  Post  Master  Hosmer,  and  Deputy  United  States  Marshal  during 
the  administration  of  Marshal  B.  F.  Wade  of  Toledo. 

SYLVANUS  E.  STRODE. — Like  many  men  who  have  become 
prominent  in  the  different  walks  of  life,  Sylvanus  E.  Strode  was  born 
and  reared  on  the  farm,  his  native  place  being  Morgan  County,  Ohio. 
Hie  date  of  his  birth  was  March  30,  1870.  After  passing  through 
the  common  school  he  entered  the  Pennsville  High  School,  from  which 
he  graduated.  His  first  business  experience  was  in  connection  with 
railroading  in  the  capacity  of  telegraph  operator,  but,  after  a time,  he 
returned  to  the  farm  and  subsequently  became  lecturer  for  the  Ohio 
State  and  National  Grange.  He  was  so  engaged  from  1898  until 
1902  and  from  1906  to  1908  he  was  Secretary  of  the  Ohio  State 
Grange.  In  1902  he  became  lecturer  for  the  Farmers’  Institute  under 
the  auspices  of  the  State  Boards  of  Agriculture  in  Ohio  and  Ken- 
tucky and  still  holds  that  position,  having  attained  the  reputation  of 
being  one  of  the  ablest  men  in  America  in  this  line. 

Mr.  Strode  has  always  been  an  active  and  ardent  Democrat  and 
in  1897  was  a candidate  for  County  Commissioner  in  Morgan  Coun- 
ty which  is  normally  Republican  from  800  to  1 000  votes.  He  failed 
of  election  by  only  1 76  votes.  In  1903  he  was  candidate  for  the  Leg- 
islature from  the  joint  representative  district  of  Noble  and  Morgan 
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Counties  and  cut  down  the  Republican  plurality  from  1400  to  600. 
In  1907  he  moved  to  Crawford  County  and  purchased  a fruit  farm 
which  he  still  owns.  In  these  counties  for  the  last  fourteen  years  he 
has  been  an  indefatigable  worker  for  the  Democratic  Party  and  its 
principles.  He  was  nominated  for  Dairy  and  Food  Commissioner 
in  the  Democratic  State  Convention  held  at  Dayton  in  1910  and  was 
elected,  being  the  first  Democrat  to  hold  this  office  since  it  was  created. 
Under  his  energetic  regime  the  work  of  this  important  office  has  be- 
come more  effective  than  it  has  ever  been  hitherto. 

FREDERICK  A.  Stacey. — One  of  the  most  prominent  Demo- 
crats in  Ross  County,  Frederick  A.  Stacey,  prefers  to  be  a worker  in 
the  ranks  than  to  brandish  an  officer’s  commission.  Born,  reared  and 
educated  in  Cincinnati,  he  moved  to  Chillicothe  in  1880  as  manager 
of  the  city  gas  plant.  He  was  the  builder  of  the  Chillicothe  water 
works  and  is  now  President  of  the  Chillicothe  Gas,  Light  & Water 
Company.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  The  Savings  Bank  and 
became  President  of  the  Central  National  Bank  in  1904,  in  which 
position  he  still  continues.  While  Mr.  Stacey  has  never  sought  polit- 
ical office  he  has  for  thirty  years  not  only  been  a liberal  contributor 
to  his  Party  but  during  that  period  has  been  continuously  a member 
of  the  County  Executive  Committee.  His  unselfish  devotion  to  prin- 
ciple is  one  of  his  conspicuous  characteristics. 

DAVID  W.  Snider  was  born  at  Middletown,  Ohio,  March  4, 
1879,  and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools.  He  is  engaged  in  the 
clothing  business  and  is  Director  of  Public  Service,  to  which  office  he 
was  appointed  in  1912. 

Mr.  Snider  is  one  of  the  active  Democrats  of  Butler  County  and 
is  a valuable  worker  during  campaigns.  He  has  attended  several  state 
conventions  and  was  a member  of  the  Central  Committee  in  1901  and 
1902.  He  is  a member  of  the  Order  of  Eagles  and  of  the  B.  P.  O.  E. 

Mr.  Snider’s  parents  were  Worthington  J.  and  Sarah  E.  Snider. 
He  married  Eloise  Banker  in  1901. 
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Judge  Virgil  C.  Lowry,  son  of  William  C.  and  Samantha 
(Dixon)  Lowry,  was  born  in  Athens  Township,  Athens  County,  Ohio, 
November  30,  1853.  He  acquired  his  education  in  the  common 
branches  in  the  country  schools  and  attended  Atwood  Institute  at 
Albany,  Ohio,  for  one  year.  In  1873  he  entered  the  Ohio  University 
at  Athens,  Ohio,  and  was  graduated  from  that  institution  in  1878 
with  the  degree  of  A.  B.  He  taught  district  school  for  several  terms 
before  and  while  he  was  attending  college  and  in  1879  became  prin- 
cipal of  the  Logan  High  School.  For  some  time  he  had  contemplated 
making  the  practice  of  the  law  his  life  vocation,  and  had  commenced 
the  study  of  the  law  while  teaching.  At  the  close  of  his  term  of  ser- 
vice as  principal  of  the  Logan  High  School  in  1881,  he  returned  to 
Athens,  Ohio,  and  completed  his  law  studies  with  De  Steiguer  & 
Jewett.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  Ohio, 
January  2,  1883  and  on  February  first  of  that  year  returned  to  Logan 
where  he  has  since  resided.  On  his  return  to  Logan  he  formed  a part- 
nership with  Homer  L.  Wright  and  began  the  active  practice  of  the 
law,  in  which  he  has  not  only  been  successful  but  has  attained  prom- 
inence. 

It  was  through  his  efforts  in  1891 , while  he  was  a member  of  the 
State  Senate  and  while  he  was  endeavoring  to  preserve  the  separate 
representation  of  his  district,  that  the  constitutionality  of  the  apportion- 
ment of  the  state  for  legislative  purposes  for  that  decennial  period  was 
tested  in  the  Supreme  Court.  Under  the  provisions  of  the  State  Con- 
stitution the  Governor,  Auditor  and  Secretary  of  State  are  required 
to  apportion  the  state  for  legislative  purposes  at  the  beginning  of  each 
decennial  period.  It  was  Senator  Lowry’s  contention  before  this  board 
and  afterwards  before  the  Supreme  Court,  in  an  action  in  mandamus, 
against  the  members  of  this  board  on  the  relation  of  John  Gallagher, 
that  at  the  end  of  each  decennial  period  the  original  senatorial  districts, 
however  they  theretofore  might  have  been  united  by  annexation,  seg- 
gregated,  and  it  then  became  the  duty  of  the  board  to  make  a new  ap- 
portionment without  reference  to  the  manner  in  which  the  districts  had 
been  annexed  prior  thereto;  and  that  by  disregarding  this  principal 
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and  annexing  the  Fourteenth  District  to  the  Ninth  District  which  latter 
district  was  not  the  district  adjoining  the  former,  having  the  fewest 
•number  of  inhabitants,  the  board  had  violated  the  constitution. 

This  case  attracted  wide  attention,  especially  among  the  lawyers 
and  politicians  of  the  state  and  the  brief  and  argument  of  Senator 
Lowry  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  ablest  filed  in  the  case. 

Judge  Lowry  is  one  of  the  well  known  Democrats  of  Ohio  and 
has  done  much  valuable  work  for  the  party,  besides  reflecting  honor 
upon  it  by  his  ability  in  the  various  offices  he  has  held.  He  was  elected 
Prosecuting  Attorney  of  Hocking  County  in  1 885  and  was  reelected 
to  that  position  in  1888  but  resigned  in  1889  to  represent  the  Ninth 
Senatorial  District  in  the  State  Legislature.  He  was  elected  to  the 
State  Senate  in  that  year  and  served  for  two  years.  As  a legislator  he 
was  wise  and  discerning,  gave  close  attention  to  all  bills  coming  before 
the  Senate  and  was  indefatigable  in  his  efforts  to  promote  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  state.  He  was  a member  of  the  Democratic  State  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  for  1 897  and  served  on  the  Democratic  State  Cen- 
tral Committee  from  1904  to  1906.  The  Democrats  of  his  district 
have  ever  been  ready  to  honor  him  and  he  has  been  a delegate  to  many 
conventions,  notably  the  Democratic  National  Convention  at  Chicago 
in  1896,  which  gave  William  Jennings  Bryan  his  first  nomination  for 
president. 

In  1885  Governor  Hoadly  appointed  him  a trustee  of  the  Ohio 
University  at  Athens  which  position  he  still  holds  and  in  point  of  ser- 
vice is  the  oldest  member  of  the  board.  From  1897  until  1906  he  was 
a member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Athens  State  Hospital  and 
was  president  of  that  board  for  the  last  two  years  of  his  service. 

On  February  20th,  1911,  Governor  Harmon  appointed  him 
Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  the  Second  Subdivision  of  the 
Seventh  District,  which  position  he  now  holds. 

Judge  Lowry  represents  a family  which  has  been  democratic 
from  the  foundation  of  the  party.  His  grandfather  on  the  paternal  side 
of  the  house  was  born  in  1 773  and  joined  the  party  of  Jefferson  at  its 
birth  and  remained  faithful  to  its  principles  during  his  life.  His  father 
was  a lifelong  democrat  and  cast  his  first  presidential  vote  for  Andrew 
Jackson  in  1832,  and  the  subject  of  this  sketch  cast  his  first  presidential 
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vote  for  Samuel  J.  Tilden  in  1876.  It  is  the  history  of  this  family 
that  every  member  of  it  from  the  foundation  of  the  party  has  been  a 
lifelong  Democrat. 

His  grandfather  died  in  the  91  st  year  of  his  age,  and  his  father  in 
his  77th  year.  His  mother  in  her  77th  year,  two  brothers  and  a sister 
are  now  living  in  and  near  Athens,  Ohio. 

Judge  Lowry  is  a Master  Mason  and  was  a member  of  the  Phi 
Delta  Theta  Fraternity  while  a student  at  the  Ohio  University. 

RODERICK  R.  Stratton  was  born  in  Scott  Township,  Brown 
County,  Ohio,  December  16,  1861,  and  attended  the  public  school 
until  1882,  after  which  he  was  engaged  in  farming  until  1903.  Since 
that  year  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  lumber  business. 

Ever  since  he  became  of  age  Mr.  Stratton  has  been  interested  in 
politics  and  has  been  one  of  the  most  active  Democrats  in  Brown 
County.  He  has  been  a member  of  the  county  central  committee  and 
served  as  president  of  the  township  committee  for  one  year.  He  has 
also  been  a member  of  the  congressional  committee  and  has  been  dele- 
gate to  county,  senatorial  and  state  conventions.  In  April,  1902,  he 
moved  to  Columbus,  where  he  remained  until  December,  1904.  He 
was  secretary  of  the  central  committee  for  one  year,  has  been  Super- 
intendent of  Schools  for  four  years,  from  1891  to  1894,  inclusive,  and 
a member  of  the  School  Board  for  fifteen  years  in  all.  Also  he  was 
Assessor  of  Scott  Township  for  two  terms  of  two  years  each.  In 
1910  he  was  elected  County  Commissioner  by  a majority  of  860. 

In  1883  Roderick  R.  Stratton  married  Emma  Stansberry,  who 
died  in  1891.  They  had  one  son,  Edgar  Lee  Stratton,  who  is  in  the 
employ  of  the  United  States  government  in  the  Forestry  Department 
and  who  is  located  in  Montana.  In  1893  he  married  Lizzie  Liming 
and  they  have  three  children,  Arlie,  Lloys  and  Emma.  Mr.  Strat- 
ton’s parents  were  Collins  and  Susan  (McKinsey)  Stratton.  Col- 
lins Stratton  was  a member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  and  a fighting  Repub- 
lican. Mr.  Stratton  is  a member  of  the  Odd  Fellows  and  has  filled 
all  the  chairs  in  that  order.  He  is  also  prominently  identified  with 
the  Patrons  of  Husbandry  in  which  he  has  passed  through  all  the 
chairs  and  was  Deputy  State  Master  in  the  order  for  two  years. 
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Hon.  CHARLES  W.  Stage  was  born  at  Painesville,  Ohio,  No- 
vember 26,  1868.  He  was  educated  at  Western  Reserve  University 
where  he  first  took  the  regular  course  and  was  graduated  in  the  class 
of  1892.  He  then  entered  the  law  department  of  the  same  institution 
and  was  graduated  therefrom  in  1895.  In  the  same  year  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  and  began  the  active  practice  of  his  profession  in 
Cleveland  in  1896. 

Mr.  Stage  has  a natural  talent  for  public  affairs  and  has  been 
prominently  identified  with  the  Democratic  Party  during  his  entire 
residence  in  Cleveland.  He  was  elected  to  the  Legislature  in  1902 
and  while  a member  of  the  lawmaking  body  he  attracted  attention  all 
over  the  state  by  his  activity  for  advanced  legislation.  During  his 
term  he  introduced  the  first  bill  in  the  Ohio  Legislature  calling  for  an 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  to  provide  for  the  Initiative  and  Refer- 
endum. In  1903  he  was  elected  County  Solicitor  and  served  three 
years,  during  which  time  the  County  Solicitor’s  office  had  charge  of 
the  civil  department  of  county  legal  business.  Under  the  new  law 
he  was  reappointed  by  the  Board  of  County  Commissioners,  a ma- 
jority of  whom  were  Republicans,  which  was  a distinct  tribute  to  the 
ability  Mr.  Stage  had  displayed  in  conducting  the  affairs  of  the  office. 
He  resigned  that  position  in  1 908  to  become  secretary  of  the  Munici- 
pal Traction  Company.  This  was  a company  organized  by  Mayor 
Johnson  to  take  over  the  street  car  lines  of  Cleveland  on  a basis  of  the 
three-cent  fare;  a movement  which  at  that  time  attracted  attention  all 
over  the  United  States.  Mr.  Stage  retained  that  position  until  1909 
when  a receiver  was  appointed  for  the  road.  He  thereafter  became 
secretary  of  the  Board  of  Sinking  Fund  Trustees  and  now  occupies 
the  position  of  Director  of  Public  Safety.  Mr.  Stage  was  a member 
of  the  State  Central  Committee  in  1901  and  has  attended  all  state 
conventions  since  that  time.  He  was  always  a warm  personal  friend 
of  Mayor  Johnson,  as  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  he  was  appointed 
one  of  the  trustees  of  Mayor  Johnson’s  estate. 

In  1903  he  married  Miriam  L.  Kerruish,  M.  D.  They  have  a 
family  of  four  children. 
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HENRY  W.  Streb,  secretary  of  the  Democratic  Committee  of 
Tuscarawas  County,  is  one  of  the  best  known  Democrats  of  Eastern 
Ohio.  He  was  born  on  a farm  near  the  town  of  Strasburg,  Tuscara- 
was County,  in  1 866,  received  a liberal  education  and  began  teaching 
school  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  following  that  profession  for  eight  years. 
He  is  largely  interested  in  agriculture  and  his  reputation  with  the 
people  and  the  courts  of  the  county  is  such  that  he  is  almost  always 
acting  as  administrator  of  estates  or  the  guardian  of  minors. 

Mr.  Streb  has  taken  an  active  part  in  politics  since  he  became  of 
age  and  is  in  fact,  if  not  in  name,  the  leader  of  Tuscarawas  County. 
In  1893  he  was  appointed  Post  Master  of  Canal  Dover  by  Grover 
Cleveland  and  filled  that  office  for  five  years.  He  was  Mayor  of 
Canal  Dover  from  1 898  to  1 900  and  has  served  several  years  on  the 
Board  of  Education.  He  is  now  serving  his  second  term  as  member 
of  the  Board  of  Elections,  of  which  he  is  Chief  Deputy,  and  is  also 
in  his  second  term  on  the  City  Board  of  Review  and  is  President  of 
that  body.  From  1891  to  1901  he  was  secretary  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture.  Mr.  Streb  has  been  a delegate  to  every  county,  con- 
gressional and  state  convention  since  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age. 
Since  that  time  also  he  has  always  been  a member  of  the  county  com- 
mittees and  was  chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee  in  1897  when 
the  entire  Democratic  ticket  was  elected  in  Tuscarawas  County.  He 
is  serving  his  second  term  as  secretary  of  the  County  Committee  in 
which  he  is  the  controlling  power.  Mr.  Streb  has  always  been  a Lib- 
eral and  managed  the  Local  Option  fight  in  Tuscarawas  County  at 
the  second  election  in  1911.  In  1908  the  county  had  gone  dry  by 
a safe  majority.  The  result  of  his  management  was  that  in  1911  the 
county  went  wet,  and  Mr.  Streb  has  since  been  invited  to  conduct  simi- 
lar campaigns  in  other  counties  of  the  state. 


WlLLIAM  J.  Steinle  was  born  in  the  city  of  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
May  21,  1875,  and  until  the  age  of  twelve  and  one-half  years  at- 
tended the  public  schools  of  Fremont  and  Delphos,  Ohio.  He  then 
entered  Capital  University,  Columbus,  and  studied  for  two  years. 
At  the  age  of  about  fourteen  he  took  a position  as  clerk  in  a store  and 
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was  so  employed  for  seven  years,  after  which  he  was  a commercial 
salesman  for  a year  and  a half.  He  then  took  a position  in  the 
■Steinle  Brewery  of  Delphos,  Ohio,  where  he  remained  permanently 
and  finally  arose  to  the  position  of  General  Manager  and  Secretary, 
which  he  now  occupies. 

Mr.  Steinle  has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in  the  success  of 
the  Democratic  Party,  but  without  any  desire  for  office  or  personal 
aggrandizement.  He  is  a constant  attendant  at  county,  judicial  and 
congressional  conventions  and  is  at  present  ward  committeeman. 
Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Education  and  chairman  of  the  Carnegie 
Library  Committee,  the  last  two  offices  indicating  the  interest  which 
he  takes  in  educational  affairs.  Mr.  Steinle  is  a member  of  the  Elks, 
the  Eagles,  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  U.  C.  T.  of  America,  The  To- 
ledo Traveling  Men’s  Association  and  the  Travelers’  Protective 
Association. 

In  1896  William  J.  Steinle  married  Meta  Vetter,  daughter  of 
John  Vetter  of  Delphos,  Ohio.  They  have  three  children:  Mary 
Lena,  Martha  Louise  and  Ruth  Meta.  Mr.  Steinle’s  father,  Felix 
Steinle,  was  born  in  Baden,  Germany,  January  14,  1847.  He 
learned  the  trade  of  brewer  in  the  old  country  and  when  he  came  to 
America  and  settled  in  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  he  continued  to  follow  his  trade 
for  some  time.  Subsequently  he  was  engaged  in  numerous  business 
enterprises  in  Ohio  and  finally  located  permanently  at  Delphos  where 
he  organized  the  Steinle  Brewing  & Ice  Co.  He  married  Mary 
Small  who  was  a native  of  Posen,  Germany.  Their  children  are 
William  J.  and  Charles  G.,  Edward,  of  Delphos;  Felix,  Jr.,  who 
is  engaged  in  Government  service  in  the  Philippines,  Mrs.  John  C. 
King,  Mrs.  Ed  Fortener,  Mrs.  Jos.  Kipp,  Arthur  W.,  Meta  and 
Elmer,  also  of  Delphos. 

CHARLES  F.  SchabeR  was  born  at  Bucyrus,  Ohio,  July  30th, 
1873.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  place, 
and  in  1892  was  appointed  Deputy  Clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Probate 
Judge  serving  as  such  Deputy  Clerk  until  1900.  While  in  the  Pro- 
bate Office  he  commenced  the  study  of  law  under  General  E.  B. 
Finley  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1900. 
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In  1898  he  served  in  the  Spanish  American  War  as  Lieutenant 
and  Adujant  in  the  Eighth  Ohio  Regiment  commanded  by  Colonel 
Hard.  He  participated  in  the  Cuban  campaign  up  to  the  time  of  the 
surrender  of  the  Spanish  forces  and  was  mustered  out  of  the  service 
November  2 1 st,  1 898. 

Upon  his  admission  to  the  bar  he  began  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession which  he  continued  with  much  success  until  1 906.  In  the  fall 
of  1905  he  was  elected  Probate  Judge  and  entered  upon  his  duties 
in  1906.  In  1908  he  was  reelected  without  opposition. 

Judge  Schaber  may  be  said  to  be  noted  for  his  patriotism  to  the 
Democratic  party,  and  as  a clean  campaigner  he  has  established  a 
reputation  which  has  won  the  respect  of  all  citizens.  Before  his  elec- 
tion as  Judge  he  was  active  in  politics  and  at  various  times  was  chair- 
man of  either  the  county  central  or  executive  committee  of  his  party. 

On  September  8th,  1904,  Charles  F.  Schaber  married  Blanche 
Johnston.  They  have  two  children,  Bertha  Mary  and  Virginia  May. 
Judge  Schaber’s  father,  John  A,  Schaber,  was  a native  of  Germany 
and  came  to  America  during  the  40’s  and  settled  in  Crawford  County. 
He  was  a blacksmith  by  trade  but  later  became  a merchant  and  from 
1877  to  1881  was  sheriff  of  Crawford  County.  He  died  April  26th, 
1903.  The  mother,  Bertha  (Margraf)  Schaber,  was  born  in  Craw- 
for  County  where  she  lived  all  her  life  and  died  June  27th,  1905. 
The  Schaber  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  highly  respected  in 
Crawford  County. 

F.  A.  SNYDER,  Editor  of  the  Standard , the  weekly  Democratic 
organ  of  Celina,  Ohio,  was  born  in  Mercer  County,  April  6,  1871. 
After  passing  through  the  common  schools  and  the  high  school  he  began 
to  learn  the  trade  of  printing  at  the  age  of  eighteen.  He  began  at  the 
bottom  and  learned  his  trade  thoroughly.  His  father,  A.  P.  J.  Snyder, 
was  Editor  of  the  Standard  and  F.  A.  Snyder  grew  up  into  the  busi- 
ness and  eventually  succeeded  his  father. 

Mr.  Snyder  is  not  only  one  of  the  well  known  Democratic  editors 
of  the  state  but  is  an  active  Democrat  who  will  get  out  and  do  yeoman 
service  for  the  party  at  all  times.  He  is  closely  identified  with  the  Mer- 
cer County  organization  and  was  delegate  to  the  state  conventions  in 
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1898  and  1900.  He  is  a memebr  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Ma- 
sonic Fraternity  and  the  Order  of  Eagles.  In  September,  191  1 , F.  A. 
Snyder  married  Grace,  daughter  of  Calvin  E.  Riley,  president  of  the 
Commercial  Bank  of  Celina,  Ohio. 

A.  P.  J.  Snyder  was  one  of  the  notable  oldtime  Democrats  of 
Mercer  County.  He  was  born  June  24,  1828,  and  at  the  age  of  sev? 
enteen  left  school  to  take  up  newspaper  work.  Throughout  his  entire 
career  he  was  always  associated  with  a Democratic  paper.  In  1 859 
he  was  elected  to  the  Legislature  and  reelected  to  a second  term.  It 
was  his  ability  which  gave  the  Standard  the  prestige  which  it  still  holds 
under  the  policy  and  guidance  of  his  son.  He  was  devoted  heart  and 
soul  to  the  Democratic  Party  and  he  made  the  Standard  a mighty  fac- 
tor in  the  Democracy  of  the  county.  He  was  always  consulted  on  all 
Democratic  affairs  of  the  county  and  served  some  time  as  a member  of 
the  Council  Board.  For  fifty  years  he  was  a leading  citizen  of  Mer- 
cer County  and  was  highly  honored  for  his  sterling  character.  He  died 
November  15,  1901.  His  wife’s  maiden  name  was  Susan  E.  Sheer. 

Edward  W.  Swisher  was  born  at  Newark,  Ohio,  January 
21,  1859  and  was  educated  in  the  common  and  high  school  of  his 
native  place.  He  has  been  a Democrat  all  his  life  and  has  always 
been  a consistent  and  able  worker  for  that  party,  although  never 
seeking  any  office  nor  looking  for  any  personal  benefits  as  a reward 
for  his  political  activity.  His  record  is  that  of  an  honorable  business 
man  and  a quiet  party  worker.  He  has  had  many  opportunities  to 
be  placed  in  public  offices  but  has  always  declined  any  political  prefer- 
ment although  he  has  served  on  committees  and  has  acted  as  delegate 
to  both  county  and  state  conventions. 

Mr.  Swisher  began  his  business  life  as  a dealer  in  wholesale  no- 
tions and  a manufacturer  of  cigars  in  Newark,  Ohio.  In  1880  he 
disposed  of  the  notion  business,  and  in  1883  moved  to  Columbus, 
where  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  cigars,  but  still  retained  his 
cigar  factory  in  Newark.  In  1893  he  sold  out  his  Newark  business 
and  continued  the  Columbus  enterprises  until  1902,  since  which  date 
he  has  not  been  actively  engaged  in  commercial  pursuits.  He  was 
Vice-president  of  The  Columbus  Public  Service  Company  which 
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supplied  electric  light  and  hot  water  heating  before  the  Railway  & 
Light  Company  came  into  existence.  Mr.  Swisher  was  really  the 
instigator  of  the  idea  of  introducing  hot  water  heating  into  Columbus. 
He  is  the  President  of  The  Columbus  Driving  Association,  stock- 
holder and  director  of  The  New  First  National  Bank,  of  Columbus 
and  Vice-president  of  the  Ashtabula  Water  Supply  Company,  of 
Ashtabula,  Ohio. 

Edward  W.  Swisher  married  Sadie  M.  McKinley.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  in  which  he  is  a Knight  Templar, 
and  has  always  kept  his  affiliation  with  the  Newark,  (Ohio),  lodge. 
He  is  also  a member  of  the  B.  P.  O.  E.  and  of  The  Columbus 
Country  Club. 

HARRY  E.  Taylor,  of  the  Portsmouth  Times , is  one  of  the 
best  known  Democratic  editors  in  the  state  as  is  evinced  by  the  power 
and  influence  of  the  paper  whose  policy  he  directs  in  connection  with 
his  partner,  Vallee  Harold. 

Harry  E.  Taylor  was  born  at  McConnelsville,  Ohio,  September 
29,  1873.  He  received  his  early  education  in  the  common  schools 
and  high  school  at  McConnelsville,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1 888. 
He  then  took  up  newspaper  work.  He  has  had  a large  newspaper 
experience  and  was  connected  with  newspapers  in  various  Ohio  cities 
before  becoming  associated  with  the  Portsmouth  Times  in  1894.  In 
that  year  he  got  out  the  first  issue  of  the  Dail p Times  which  had 
formerly  been  a weekly,  and  has  been  one  of  the  editors  ever  since. 
In  1898  Harold  & Taylor  bought  out  the  paper  which  they  still 
own  and  conduct. 

Mr.  Taylor’s  democracy  is  reflected  in  The  Timesy  which  has 
a wide  circulation  and  exerts  great  influence  upon  the  politics  of  Scioto 
and  neighboring  counties.  Since  1896  Mr.  Taylor  has  been  a dele- 
gate to  practically  all  state  and  county  conventions,  has  served  on  the 
executive  committee  and  is  a tireless  worker  for  the  good  of  Democracy. 

Mr.  Taylor’s  parents  were  William  and  Frances  Bell  Taylor. 
He  married  Pauline  Grimes,  of  Portsmouth,  December  9,  1899.  His 
one  fraternal  organization  is  the  Elks. 
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H.  A.  TraCHT,  the  leading  newspaper  man  of  Wyandot  Coun- 
ty and  editor  of  The  Daily  Chief  of  Upper  Sandusky,  was  born  in 
that  village  August  26,  1862.  His  early  education  was  acquired  in 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  village,  but  his  studies  were  interrupted 
when  he  was  only  fourteen  years  of  age  by  an  affection  of  his  eyes. 
He  quit  school,  and  with  the  sum  of  $3.00,  which  he  had  saved  from 
the  sale  of  pet  rabbits,  bought  a small  hand  press  and  established  a 
very  modest  printing  office.  That  was  in  1876,  and  from  that  hum- 
ble beginning  has  grown  a fine  modern  printing  establishment  and  the 
widely  known  and  popular  newspaper,  The  Daily  Chief. 

This  paper  is  up-to-date  in  every  way,  is  edited  conservatively 
and  conscientiously  and  is  always  one  of  the  first  in  its  section  of  the 
state  with  the  latest  news  and  the  best  information  that  may  interest 
the  public.  It  is  a member  of  the  Associated  Ohio  Daily  Press, 
of  the  United  Press  Market  Association  and  receives  the  Amer- 
ican Press  Association  service.  The  Daily  Chief  has  rendered  in- 
valuable service  to  the  Democratic  Party  in  Wyandot  County  for 
many  years  and  its  editor  occupies  a prominent  place  in  the  councils 
of  that  party,  as  he  belongs  to  no  clique  or  faction.  Mr.  Tracht  has 
never  aspired  to  office  himself,  but  has  always  been  an  active  worker 
in  the  ranks  of  his  party.  He  has  frequently  served  on  committees,  and 
is  always  ready  to  give  his  best  support  and  that  of  his  admirable 
paper  to  the  cause  of  Democracy. 

On  December  24,  1885,  H.  A.  Tracht  married  Anna  E.  Engle, 
who  was  one  of  a family  of  ten  children.  Although  her  parents  em- 
igrated from  Ostheim,  Germany,  she  was  born  in  Upper  Sandusky, 
August  24,  1862.  They  have  two  children,  Robert  E.  and  Stanley 
Philip.  Robert  E.  Tracht  is  City  Editor  of  The  Daily  Chief.  He 
married  Julia  Steinbaugh  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Rosalind.  Stan- 
ley Philip  Tracht  is  a midshipman  and  is  in  his  senior  year  at  the  An- 
napolis Naval  Academy. 

Mr.  Tracht  is  loyal  to  Upper  Sandusky  and  Wyandot  County, 
as  his  various  business  investments  attest,  and  is  always  ready  to  aid 
in  anything  that  will  add  to  the  material  welfare  of  his  native  town. 
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JOHN  E.  Taylor,  son  of  John  T.  and  Emily  (Brasee)  Taylor, 
is  a native  of  Perry  County  and  was  born  December  1 7th,  1 869.  He 
was  educated  in  the  New  Lexington  High  School  and  the  National 
Normal  University  at  Lebanon,  Ohio,  and  began  teaching  in  1 888  at 
at  the  age  of  nineteen.  He  taught  school  for  several  years,  and  was 
Principal  of  the  Crooksville  West  Side  School  for  some  time,  but  in 

1897  he  began  his  business  career  in  the  general  store  of  Brown  & Son. 
1902  he  helped  to  establish  the  Globe  Stoneware  & Specialty  Pot- 
tery Company,  of  which  he  is  now  Secretary  and  Treasurer.  He  is 
also  Secretary  of  the  Crooksville  Clay  Pottery  Company  and  is  an 
important  factor  in  the  industrial  and  political  life  of  the  village. 

Prof.  Taylor  has  been  prominently  identified  with  the  Demo- 
cratic Party  since  he  attained  his  majority  and  has  done  a great  deal 
of  work  on  committees  and  at  conventions.  He  was  chairman  of  the 
Congressional  Committee  of  the  Eleventh  District  and  attended  the 
State  Convention  which  nominated  Col.  James  Kilbourne  for  Gov- 
ernor; also  the  State  Convention  which  nominated  Governor  Harmon 
in  1908.  He  has  acted  as  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  County  Con- 
vention and  was  city  councilman  in  1907.  He  was  nominated  and 
elected  Mayor  of  Crooksville  in  1898  and  served  during  the  years 

1 898  and  1 899,  but  was  not  eligible  for  reelection,  because  he  jnoved 
out  of  the  corporation.  He  also  served  as  County  School  Examiner 
for  six  years.  He  was  appointed  in  1904  by  Judge  Hynus  for  a 
term  of  three  years  and  re-appointed  in  1907. 

In  1887  Prof.  John  E.  Taylor  married  Chestoria  Moore,  of 
Crooksville,  and  they  have  a family  of  six  children,  five  sons  and  one 
daughter,  namely:  Ewan,  who  is  fourteen  years  of  age  and  was 

named  after  the  principal  character  in  Hall  Caine's  story,  “The  Max- 
man’*;  Curtis,  who  is  twelve  years  of  age;  Myron  M.,  ten;  John, 
eight;  Robert,  six;  and  Catherine  Lucile,  three.  Prof.  Taylor’s 
father,  John  T.  Taylor,  was  born  August  12th,  1833  in  Morgan 
County.  He  is  still  living  and  has  been  a life  long  Democrat. 
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WILL  J.  Taylor,  Treasurer  of  Morgan  County,  is  one  of  the 
best  known  business  men,  as  well  as  one  of  the  leading  Democrats 
of  his  County.  He  is  a keen  and  industrious  business  man  and  has 
been  very  successful  through  his  own  efforts  and  intelligence.  It  may 
be  said  that  he  has  been  self  supporting  since  seven  years  of  age,  for 
while  going  to  school  he  ran  errands  and  did  odd  jobs  that  brought 
him  in  more  or  less  money.  He  worked  for  two  grocery  houses  in 
Malta  for  thirteen  years  and  in  1 898  embarked  in  the  grocery  business 
for  himself  which  he  still  continues.  He  is  a large  dealer  in  poultry 
and  one  of  the  heaviest  shippers  in  the  state.  In  1909  he  bought  out 
the  G.  S.  Hamon  property  which  he  has  greatly  improved  and  upon 
which  he  has  erected  a building  in  which  he  conducts  a novelty  store. 

Mr.  Taylor  has  been  active  in  the  Democratic  politics  of  Morgan 
county  since  he  became  of  age.  He  has  served  on  various  commit- 
tees and  has  been  a member  of  the  Board  of  Elections.  The  Party 
has  no  more  ardent  campaign  worker  in  his  part  of  the  state  and  he  has 
attained  a widespread  popularity  because  of  his  honesty  both  in  poli- 
tics and  business.  In  the  fall  of  1910  he  was  elected  County  Treas- 
urer by  a majority  of  225,  although  Morgan  County  is  normally  700 
to  800  Republican.  His  home  town  of  Malta,  which  is  200  Repub- 
lican, gave  him  a majority  of  98.  Mr.  Taylor  is  a member  of  the 
Masonic  Fraternity  and  the  Odd  Fellows  and  has  held  all  the  chairs 
in  both  lodges.  He  is  also  a member  of  the  Junior  Order  of  American 
Mechanics  and  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  and  of  the  Re- 
bekahs,  the  women’s  branch  of  the  Odd  Fellows. 

Mr.  Taylor’s  parents  are  John  W.  and  Alice  (McCoy)  Tay- 
lor, both  natives  of  Morgan  County.  John  W.  Taylor  has  always 
been  a staunch  and  working  Democrat  and  has  been  a councilman  and 
member  of  the  Health  Board.  He  is  still  active  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
one  years  of  age.  Will  J.  Taylor  was  born  October  1 7,  1 877,  and  on 
August  17,  1901,  married  Rachel  E.  Manley,  of  Malta.  They 
have  two  sons,  Harry  and  Raymond. 
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Michael  DEVANNEY,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  in 
County  Sligo,  Ireland,  on  August  12th,  1852,  and  was  educated  in 
the  common  schools,  established  by  the  National  Board  of  Education 
in  that  Country.  He  came  to  America  at  the  age  of  fourteen  and  set- 
tled at  Glendale,  Ohio,  where  he  now  resides.  For  twenty  years 
he  was  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  at  Glendale,  and  during 
the  last  fifteen  years  he  has  been  occupied  in  the  banking  business 
in  Cincinnati. 

Early  in  life  Mr.  Devanney  began  to  take  a very  active  part  in 
the  political  affairs  of  his  town,  township,  and  county,  and,  as  his 
influence  increased,  he  became  a factor  in  both  state  and  National 
politics,  always  on  behalf  of  the  Democratic  Party.  He  has  exerted 
much  influence  in  many  campaigns,  and  is  known  all  over  Ohio  as  one 
of  the  wisest  counselors  in  the  Party.  He  has  held  almost  every  office 
in  the  village  of  Glendale,  and  is  at  present  Treasurer  of  that  village, 
and  also  of  the  Board  of  Education  for  that  school  district.  He  was 
appointed  United  States  Marshal  for  the  Southern  District  of  Ohio 
by  President  Cleveland  and  served  a full  four-year  term  with  great 
credit  to  himself  and  the  party  he  represented.  He  has  always  had  the 
closest  political  associations  with  all  the  great  leaders  of  the  Demo- 
cratic Party,  from  the  days  of  Gen.  George  W.  Morgan  down  to 
the  Harmon  Administration.  He  helped  to  elect  Judson  Harmon 
in  both  of  his  campaigns  for  Governor,  and  was  also  a strong  supporter 
of  Senator  Pomerene,  not  only  in  his  campaign  for  Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor but  also  his  contest  for  United  States  Senator. 

Mr.  Devanney’s  father’s  name  was  John  Devanney;  his  mother 
was  Bridget  (Looby)  Devanney.  He  was  married  on  July  16th, 
1874,  to  Miss  Mary  Donlon.  His  family  consists  of  one  son,  John 
W.  Devanney,  who  was  executive  Secretary  to  Governor  Harmon, 
and  four  daughters,  namely,  Anna  B.,  Catherine  O.,  Jane,  and  Mrs. 
Mary  Egan. 


THE  DEMOCRATIC  PARTY  OF  OHIO 


397 


ALFRED  A.  Thomas  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  though  rarely  a candi- 
date for  public  office,  has  always  taken  a deep  interest  in  all  political 
affairs.  He  did  more  perhaps  than  any  one  in  this  part  of  the  state 
in  organizing  the  Liberal  Republican  movement  in  1872.  He  was  a 
delegate  to  the  National  Convention  of  the  Liberal  Republicans  held 
at  Cincinnati  in  that  year,  and  took  part  in  its  procedures,  ending  in 
what  he  regarded  as  the  unfortunate  nomination  of  Horace  Greeley  for 
President.  He  has  ever  since  been  a Democrat  and  one  active  and 
earnest  for  the  success  of  its  principles  in  the  twenty  years  following 

1872. 

Alfred  A.  was  born  in  Butler  County,  Ohio,  in  1843.  His 
father  was  Rev.  Dr.  Thomas  E.  Thomas,  born  in  England,  gradu- 
ated at  Miami  University  in  1 834,  and  who  after  being  for  five  years 
President  of  Hanover  College,  in  Indiana,  came  to  Dayton  in  1858 
to  become  Pastor  of  and  built  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  there;  he 
died  when  professor  of  Lane  Seminary  at  Walnut  Hills  in  1875. 

Alfred  A.  Thomas  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  and  the 
high  school  of  his  native  city,  at  Miami  University  and  Dartmouth 
College,  New  Hampshire,  graduating  from  Dartmouth  in  1867.  He 
taught  school  in  Dayton  for  two  years,  studying  law  at  the  same  time 
under  Judge  J.  A.  Jordan,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1869.  For 
eighteen  years  he  practiced  law  in  Dayton  and  became  a strong  factor 
not  only  in  legal  circles,  but  in  the  political,  educational  and  commer- 
cial life  of  the  city.  He  was  a member  of  the  Board  of  Education 
for  three  terms  and  was  three  times  elected  City  Solicitor.  For  ten 
years  he  was  an  active  member  of  local  and  state  Democratic  com- 
mittees. 

General  Thomas  was  President  of  the  Ohio  Coal  & Iron  Com- 
pany which  did  much  to  foster  coal  mining  enterprises  and  was  one 
of  the  original  company  which  established  the  district  telegraph  and 
telephone  system  in  Dayton.  He  was  General  Solicitor  for  the  old 
Toledo,  Delphos  & Burlington  Railroad  Company,  now  part  of  the 
Toledo,  St.  Louis  & Western  System.  He  negotiated  for  that  rail- 
road the  right  of  way  from  Dayton  to  Lebanon,  from  Wellston  to 
Ironton  and  from  central  Indiana  across  Illinois  to  St.  Louis.  In  con- 
junction with  D.  B.  Corwin  he  organized  a Street  railway  company 
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in  Dayton  and  built  the  Fifth  Street  and  National  Avenue  Lines. 
When  electric  power  came  into  use  he  changed  to  electric  cars  on 
those  streets,  instituting  the  first  electric  road  in  Dayton.  He  was 
president  of  the  Fifth  Street  Railroad  Company  until  he  removed  to 
Chicago  in  1887. 

He  resided  in  Chicago  for  ten  years,  where  he  was  General  So- 
licitor and  legal  counsel  for  the  Bell  Telephone  interests  of  that  city. 
While  in  Chicago  he  developed  a large  tract  of  farming  property  in 
Minnesota,  besides  residence  property  in  North  Chicago. 

In  1898  he  returned  to  Dayton  and  became  General  Counsel  and 
Secretary  of  the  National  Cash  Register  Company,  having  charge  of 
its  legal  affairs  in  both  the  United  States  and  Europe.  He  resigned 
from  that  position  in  1 906  and  organized  the  firm  of  Thomas  & Bron- 
son, which  conducts  a large  and  lucrative  general  practice,  and  has 
since  become  one  of  the  leading  counsel  of  The  National  Cash  Reg- 
ister Company  in  all  its  diversified  legal  affairs  both  at  home  and 
abroad.  In  addition  to  his  extensive  legal  experience  and  professional 
success,  Gen.  Thomas  has  repute  for  constructive  ability  and  a capac- 
ity for  large  affairs.  He  has  been  distinctively  a builder  and  has 
helped  greatly  to  make  Dayton  the  progressive  city  it  is. 

General  Thomas  has  a literary  talent,  and  not  withstanding  the 
pressure  of  engagements  upon  him  in  other  departments  and  activities 
of  life,  he  has  found  time  to  contribute  a large  number  of  pamphlets 
and  magazine  articles  upon  many  attractive  and  interesting  subjects 
and  which  have  found  great  favor  with  the  public. 

In  1880  Alfred  A.  Thomas  married  Jennie  L.  Head.  Their 
children  are  Thomas  H.,  Gertrude  and  Felix.  Thomas  H.  is  a grad- 
uate of  Harvard  and  Felix  of  Cornell. 

French  Hamline  Thornhill  was  bom  at  West  Carlisle, 
Coshocton  County,  Ohio,  May  3,  1842.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  was 
taken  out  of  school  to  work  in  his  father’s  store  at  East  Union,  Ohio. 
He  continued  in  the  mercantile  business  for  fifteen  years  and  at  the 
age  of  thirty  moved  to  Richwood,  Ohio,  where  he  established  a hard- 
ware business  which  he  conducted  for  thirty-nine  years,  retiring  in 
1911.  He  died  in  January,  1912. 
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Mr.  Thornhill  was  a lifelong  Democrat  and  was  a member  of 
the  County  Central  and  Executive  Committees  for  years.  He  was 
frequently  sent  as  delegate  to  state,  congressional  and  judicial  con- 
ventions and  was  so  highly  esteemed  by  the  Democrats  of  Union 
County  that  he  was  made  the  Democratic  candidate  for  Representa- 
tive, first  in  1875  and  again  in  1889.  He  was  a candidate  for  Elect- 
or on  the  Tilden  ticket  in  1876  and  was  appointed  by  Governor  Bish- 
op a trustee  of  the  Girls’  Industrial  Home  at  Delaware,  which  posi- 
tion he  filled  until  1894.  He  was  connected  with  public  institutions 
for  nineteen  years  and  was  appointed  by  Governor  Harris  a member 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  State  Institution  for  the  Blind.  He 
also  served  on  the  Board  of  Education  at  Richwood  for  ten  years. 

On  June  1,  1878,  French  H.  Thornhill  married  Harriet  H. 
Howe.  William  H,  Thornhill,  born  in  1879,  is  their  only  child. 
He  was  educated  at  the  Ohio  Wesleyan  University  and  married 
Margaret  J.  Cox.  He  is  an  active  Democrat,  is  frequently  delegate 
to  conventions  and  has  been  tendered  the  nomination  for  Representa- 
tive, but  refused  to  have  his  name  placed  on  the  ticket. 

French  H.  Thornhill’s  first  wife  died  in  her  sixtieth  year,  and 
subsequently  he  married  Mrs.  Rebecca  A.  Wise,  a daughter  of  Charles 
Poe  of  Stark  County  and  a sister  of  General  Poe.  She  was  also  a 
granddaughter  of  Adam  Poe  and  is  the  last  surviving  member  of  that 
historic  family.  French  H.  Thornhill  was  the  son  of  French  W. 
Thornhill,  one  of  the  most  notable  public  men  of  Ohio.  He  was  born 
in  Virginia  but  settled  in  Coshocton  County,  Ohio,  in  1830.  In  1837 
he  was  elected  Representative  and  continued  to  be  a member  of  the 
House  or  Senate  for  a period  of  thirty-seven  years.  He  occupied  both 
the  positions  of  Speaker  of  the  House  and  President  of  the  Senate 
under  the  old  constitution.  He  was  Lieutenant-Governor  for  a time 
while  Governor  Webb  was  supposed  to  have  been  killed  by  being 
thrown  from  a stagecoach.  He  died  in  1891  at  the  age  of  eighty- 


seven. 
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T.  J.  TRACY  was  born  in  Harrison  Township,  Perry  County, 
Ohio,  November  29th,  1850.  His  parents  removed  to  New  Lexing- 
ton when  he  was  six  years  of  age  and  there  he  attended  the  common 
schools  and  entered  the  High  School,  but  after  six  months  in  that  in- 
stitution he  took  up  the  trade  of  stone  cutter  with  his  father  and  was 
engaged  as  a contractor  on  bridge  work  for  fifteen  years  in  Perry 
County.  In  1885  he  embarked  in  the  ice  business  in  which  he  is  still 
engaged,  and  has  been  manager  of  the  New  Lexington  branch  of  the 
Hoster  Brewing  Company  for  more  than  twenty-six  years. 

Mr.  Tracy  has  been  a Democrat  all  his  life  and  has  done  a 
great  deal  of  valuable  work  for  the  Party  in  his  County.  His  fel- 
low Democrats  were  quick  to  appreciate  his  worth  and  he  was  elected 
Street  Commissioner  at  the  age  of  twenty-one.  He  has  been  County 
Commissioner  for  two  terms,  serving  six  years  in  all  and  was  the 
first  Democratic  County  Commissioner  elected  in  Perry  County  in 
fifteen  years.  He  was  always  chosen  to  act  as  President  during  the 
absence  of  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners.  He  has  been 
sent  as  delegate  to  many  county  and  state  conventions  and  is  chair- 
man of  the  Perry  County  Liberal  League.  Also  he  has  been  Presi- 
dent of  the  Perry  County  Agricultural  Society  for  eight  years.  Mr. 
Tracy  was  a member  of  the  State  Militia  for  seven  years  and  was 
Fifth  Sergeant  of  the  First  Company,  Perry  County,  in  1876.  Dur- 
ing James  E.  Campbell’s  campaign  for  Governor  Mr.  Tracy  drove  him 
to  Somerset,  Moxahala,  Renville,  Hemlock,  Shawnee  and  New 
Straitsville.  He  organized  the  New  Lexington  Lodge  of  Red  Men, 
of  which  he  is  a member.  He  is  an  Odd  Fellow  and  also  a member 
of  the  Elks  Lodge  No.  509,  and  a trustee  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias, 
in  which  order  he  is  Chancellor  of  the  Commandery. 

T.  J.  Tracy  married  Emma  Rambo  on  December  7th,  1871. 
They  have  a family  of  eight  children,  five  sons  and  three  daughters. 
Also  they  have  sixteen  grandchildren.  One  son,  William  T.  Tracy,  is 
engineer  of  the  ice  company.  Frederick  Tracy  is  a lawyer  and  a 
graduate  of  George  Washington  College  Law  School  in  Missouri. 
Mr.  Tracy’s  father  was  William  J.  Tracy,  who  was  born  in  Mary- 
land, near  Baltimore.  He  was  a stone  cutter,  carpenter  and  mill- 
wright. His  mother  was  Elizabeth  Hitchcock,  of  Perry  County. 
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D.  B.  ToRPY  was  born  April  22nd,  1846,  in  Marietta,  Wash- 
ington County,  Ohio,  and  attended  the  grammar  school  until  he  was 
twelve  years  of  age  when  he  became  clerk  in  the  general  store  of  John 
M.  Woodbridge  with  whom  he  remained  six  and  one-half  years,  after 
which  he  was  connected  with  Best  & Bro.  for  four  and  one-half 
years  in  their  boat  store.  In  1 870  he  established  himself  ip  the  gro- 
cery and  provision  business. 

Mr.  Torpy  has  always  taken  a lively  interest  in  public  affairs 
and  has  been  an  active  Democrat  since  he  became  of  age.  In  April 
1869,  he  was  elected  City  Clerk  of  Marietta  and  was  reelected  in 
1871.  In  the  Fall  of  1871  he  was  elected  Clerk  of  Courts,  a position 
which  he  filled  with  marked  ability  for  two  terms,  or  until  1878.  In 
1880  the  Democratic  Party  placed  him  in  nomination  for  the  office 
of  Sheriff  of  Washington  County,  and  he  was  not  only  elected  but 
was  reelected  and  served  until  1885.  In  1893  he  was  elected  a mem- 
ber of  the  Board  of  Education  and  was  treasurer  of  that  body  for  three 
years,  and  has  been  a trustee  of  the  Marietta  Free  Library  Association 
since  its  organization.  In  1902  he  was  elected  a Director  on  the 
Public  Service  Board  and  occupied  that  position  for  two  years.  In 
1909  he  was  appointed  by  Governor  Harmon  a member  of  the  Board 
of  Managers  of  the  Ohio  Penitentiary.  His  term  expired  in  August, 
1911,  when  the  Central  Board  came  into  power.  All  these  offices 
and  honors  indicate  Mr.  Torpy’s  high  standing,  not  only  with  his 
Party  but  with  the  public  in  general. 

But  outside  of  the  prestige  which  he  aided  in  giving  the  Demo- 
cratic Party  in  Washington  County  through  his  ability  and  cleanness 
in  office  he  has  done  a great  deal  for  the  Party  as  a worker  in  the 
ranks.  He  has  served  as  a delegate  in  nearly  every  state  convention 
since  1871.  He  was  a delegate  to  the  convention  that  nominated  Mr. 
Powell  for  Governor  in  1887.  He  was  also  a member  of  the  con- 
vention that  nominated  Hoadley  for  Governor  in  1883,  of  the  con- 
vention that  nominated  Campbell  in  1889  and  of  the  convention  that 
nominated  Pattison  in  1905.  He  was  present  at  the  Democratic 
National  Convention  in  1884  which  nominated  Grover  Cleveland 
for  President.  He  was  also  a delegate  to  the  National  Convention 
in  1904  which  nominated  Alton  B.  Parker  for  President.  In  that 
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year  also  he  had  the  honor  of  being  the  guest  of  Judge  Parker.  He 
was  a member  of  the  notification  committee  to  Bryan  in  1908  and  was 
chairman  of  the  committee  and  introduced  Mr.  Bryan  at  his  reception 
in  Marietta  that  year.  He  was  a guest  at  the  Harmon  banquet  in 
Newark,  Ohio. 

In  the  business  world  Mr.  Torpy  has  been  quite  as  successful  as 
in  political  affairs.  He  has  been  President  of  the  Phoenix  Mill  for 
twenty-seven  years  and  still  occupies  that  position.  He  is  also  Presi- 
dent of  the  Stevens  Organ  & Piano  Company  and  Vice-President  of 
the  Citizens  National  Bank  of  Marietta. 

Mr.  Torpy’s  parents  were  Michael  and  Elizabeth  Torpy,  both 
of  whom  were  natives  of  Tiperary,  Ireland,  and  came  to  America  in 
1839.  D.  B.  Torpy  married  Kate  McGinty,  who  was  born  at  Syra- 
cuse, New  York.  They  have  one  son,  Charles  C.  Torpy,  who  is  a 
graduate  of  Marietta  College  in  the  class  of  1897  and  who  is  Vice- 
President  and  Treasurer  of  the  Phoenix  Mill  Company.  Both  gen- 
tlemen have  the  best  interests  of  Marietta  at  heart  and  always  take 
an  active  part  in  everything  for  the  good  of  the  city.  D.  B.  Torpy 
is  a member  of  the  Catholic  Church  and  of  the  Holy  Name  So- 
ciety. 

DEMAS  B.  ULERY. — Born  in  Morrow  County,  Ohio,  June  1 1 , 
1870,  Demas  B.  Ulery  received  his  educational  training  in  the  com- 
mon schools,  at  Lebanon  College  and  the  Cincinnati  Law  School. 
Following  his  course  at  the  law  school  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar, 
coming  almost  immediately  to  Columbus  to  practice  his  profession  with 
W.  N.  Thompson.  For  the  past  seven  years,  however,  he  has  been 
associated  with  Hon.  DeWitt  C.  Badger,  of  the  firm  of  Badger 
& Ulery.  He  was  a member  of  the  Municipal  Civil  Service  Com- 
mission under  the  administration  of  the  late  Mayor  Hinkle.  Mr. 
Ulery  is  one  of  the  substantial  young  Democrats  of  Ohio’s  capital 
city,  and  has  never  been  known  to  apologize  for  his  partisan  affilia- 
tion. 
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LUTHER  BROWN  TURNER,  M.  D.,  one  of  the  leading  physi- 
cians of  Columbus  and  one  of  the  best  known  Democrats  of  the  state, 
is  a native  of  Ohio,  and  was  born  at  Ewington,  Gallia  County,  May 
4,  1862.  After  passing  through  the  Ewington  Academy  he  became 
a teacher  and  taught  school  in  Jackson  and  Gallia  Counties  for  a 
period  of  ten  years.  While  teaching  he  began  the  study  of  medicine, 
then  entered  Starling  College  and  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of 
M.  D.,  March  3,  1892.  After  receiving  his  degree  he  practiced  med- 
icine at  Bidwell,  Ohio,  until  1906  when  he  moved  to  Columbus.  His 
offices  are  located  at  2383  West  Broad  St. 

Dr.  Turner  has  always  been  a staunch  Democrat  and  has  not  only 
given  his  best  support  to  the  Party  during  campaigns  but  has  served  on 
County  Committees  several  times,  both  in  Gallia  County  and  in  Frank- 
lin County.  He  was  United  States  Pension  Examiner  from  1902  to 
1906.  The  duties  of  his  profession  prohibit  him  from  taking  any 
office  not  directly  connected  with  medical  work.  He  is  a member  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity,  affiliated  with  York  Lodge,  and  also  of  the 
Jefferson  Club  of  Columbus.  On  November  4,  1888,  Luther  B. 
Turner  married  Blanche  Edwards  and  they  have  a family  of  three 
children.  Dr.  Turner’s  parents  were  William  H.  and  Annis  Turner. 

Hon.  B.  E.  Talbott,  Mayor  of  Middleport,  Meigs  County, 
Ohio,  is  a native  of  Athens  County,  Ohio,  his  parents,  John  Talbott, 
and  Jane  (Haning)  Talbott,  both  being  natives  of  Ohio. 

B.  E.  Talbott  was  born  November  16,  1860,  his  parents  moving 
to  Albany  in  1866,  at  which  place  he  received  his  education  at  the 
public  school  and  the  Atwood  Institute.  He  left  School  to  become  a 
clerk  in  his  brother’s  retail  store  at  Middleport,  November,  1878, 
which  position  he  held  for  about  two  years,  at  which  time  he  became 
a partner  in  the  business  which  was  continued  until  1883,  when  the 
partnership  was  dissolved,  B.  E.  acquiring  the  Dry  Goods  Store,  his 
brother  J.  W.  continuing  the  Grocery  business  which  was  being  con- 
ducted separately;  in  1886  B.  E.  acquired  the  remaining  interests  of 
his  brother  which  was  continued  under  the  style,  “The  Big  Three’* 
until  1902.  In  1888  his  brother  established  a Wholesale  Grocery 
in  Middleport,  which  business  was  acquired  by  B.  E.  in  1895.  In 
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1902  the  retail  business  was  disposed  of  to  his  brother  J.  W.,  the 
Wholesale  Grocery  being  continued  under  the  style,  The  Talbott 
Wholesale  Grocery. 

Mr.  Talbott  is  one  of  the  most  active  and  influential  Democrats 
of  Meigs  County.  He  has  served  as  delegate  to  county  and  state 
conventions  and  was  a member  of  the  Dayton  convention  of  1910 
which  gave  Judson  Harmon  his  second  nomination  for  Governor.  He 
served  one  term  in  the  city  council  and  in  1906  the  Democrats  nomi- 
nated him  for  member  of  the  Legislature  against  Edgar  Ervin,  who 
was  renominated  for  a second  term  on  the  Republican  ticket.  Mr. 
Talbott  was  taken  sick  two  months  before  the  campaign  began  and 
yet,  without  working,  he  materially  reduced  Mr.  Erwin’s  majority. 
In  1907  he  was  nominated  for  Mayor  of  Middleport,  but 
failed  of  election  by  fifteen  votes.  In  1909  he  was  again  a candi- 
date for  Mayor  on  the  Democratic  ticket  and  won  by  133  majority. 
Middleport  is  normally  about  five  hundred  Republican. 

On  February  9th,  1887,  B.  E.  Talbott  married  Lizzie  White  of 
Middleport.  They  have  two  daughters,  Florinel  and  Irene,  who  are 
quite  a bit  interested  in  both  instrumental  and  vocal  music.  Mr. 
Talbott’s  parents  were  John  and  Jane  Talbott.  John  Talbott  died  in 
September,  1880,  and  his  wife  in  1907.  Mr.  B.  E.  Talbott  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  Church  and  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  has  been 
a trustee  of  both  bodies  for  many  years,  as  well  as  of  The  Rio  Grande 
College,  of  Rio  Grande,  Ohio. 

Dr.  Guy  B.  Tuthill,  son  of  Burr  and  Nealie  (Farnsworth) 
Tuthill,  was  born  on  a farm  in  Jackson  County,  Michigan,  November 
27,  1876.  He  attended  the  public  schools  until  fifteen  years  of  age 
when  he  began  teaching  and  taught  until  eighteen.  He  then  entered 
the  Ohio  College  of  Dental  Surgery.  He  graduated  at  the  age 
of  twenty-one  and  began  practice  in  Reading,  Michigan,  where  he  re- 
mained three  years.  In  1900  he  established  himself  at  Wauseon, 
Ohio,  where  he  has  since  been  engaged  in  the  active  practice  of  his 
profession. 

Dr.  Tuthill’s  father  was  a staunch  Jeffersonian  Democrat  and  he 
grew  up  in  that  school  of  politics.  Before  coming  to  Ohio  he  was 
active  in  committee  work  in  Hillsville  County,  Michigan.  In  Wau- 
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seon  he  has  been  a member  of  the  Board  of  Education  for  seven  years 
and  clerk  for  three  years.  He  has  been  a member  of  the  County 
Executive  and  Central  Committees;  a delegate  to  county,  senator- 
ial, judicial  and  state  conventions,  and  has  been  Chief  Deputy  of 
State  Supervisors  of  Elections  in  Fulton  County  for  seven  years.  He 
is  an  active  and  untiring  worker  but  has  never  aspired  to  any  office  or 
sought  any  appointment  except  honorary  ones,  in  which  he  contributes 
his  efforts  without  remuneration.  He  is  a member  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  and  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  in  which  he  takes  an  unbound- 
ed interest. 

On  October  16,  1900,  Dr.  Guy  B.  Tuthill  married  Ethel  Scott 
Meigs,  daughter  of  Norris  I.  Meigs  of  Michigan.  They  have  three 
children,  namely:  Marian  Agnes,  Alice  Kipp  and  Morris  Guy.  Dr. 
Tuthill’s  father  is  a retired  farmer  who  has  held  various  honorary 
positions  in  his  community,  among  others,  township  superintendent  for 
eight  years  and  a member  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  for  three 
terms. 

JUDGE  James  C.  Tobias  was  born  in  Franklin  County,  Pa. 
While  still  a youth  he  came  to  Crawford  County,  Ohio,  with  his 
father’s  family,  and  after  working  some  years  on  a farm,  took  a col- 
lege course  at  Mt.  Union.  He  then  studied  law  at  Bucyrus,  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  and  entered  upon  the  practice  of  the  law,  in  which 
he  was  destined  to  achieve  high  honors. 

Early  in  life  Judge  Tobias  began  to  take  an  active  interest  in 
politics  and  public  affairs.  He  was  chairman  of  the  Democratic 
county  committee  for  more  than  a dozen  years,  and  during  the  years 
1883  and  1884  he  was  secretary  of  the  Democratic  State  Commit- 
tee. Those  were  important  years,  for  in  1883  George  Hoadly  was 
elected  Governor  of  Ohio,  and  in  1884  Grover  Cleveland  defeated 
James  G.  Blaine  for  the  Presidency.  He  was  also  a delegate  to  the 
National  Convention  which  nominated  Cleveland.  In  1885  he  be- 
came a member  of  the  Board  of  Education  and  served  for  fifteen  years 
and  was  President  of  the  Board  during  ten  years  of  that  time.  In  1 888 
he  was  elected  Probate  Judge  upon  the  Democratic  ticket,  and  in 
1891  was  reelected,  serving  six  years  in  all.  In  1896  he  was  elected 
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Common  Pleas  Judge,  and  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  was  re- 
elected without  opposition.  In  1907  he  returned  to  private  practice, 
in  which  he  has  since  been  successfully  engaged. 

Since  retiring  from  the  bench  Judge  Tobias  has  been  one  of  the 
pillars  that  sustained  the  Democratic  Party  in  Crawford  County,  be- 
sides which,  he  is  identified  with  the  best  social  and  business  life  of  Bu- 
cyrus.  He  is  a director  of  the  Bucyrus  City  Bank,  of  which  he  was 
one  of  the  organizers  in  1 882.  He  is  a member  of  the  B.  P.  O.  E.  and 
the  Knights  of  Pythias. 

On  the  eve  of  his  retirement  from  the  bench,  February  8th,  1907, 
a banquet  was  given  in  his  honor  at  Galion,  and  from  the  very  able 
address  presented  to  him  upon  that  occasion  we  quote  an  extract 
giving  an  estimate  of  Judge  Tobias,  both  as  a man  and  as  a judge: 

“No  excesses  stained  his  young  manhood.  In  his  official  course 
he  has  been  plain  and  simple  in  feeling  and  conduct,  pure  in  morals, 
diligent  in  study,  courteous  in  his  manners,  patient  in  listening  to  argu- 
ment, a strong  and  vigorous  thinker,  arriving  at  correct  conclusions 
by  processes  often  unthought  of  by  those  who  sought  to  aid  him  by  their 
learning  and  skill.  His  judicial  biography  is  written  upon  thousands 
of  pages  of  the  records  of  courts.  They  will  speak  for  him  long  after 
our  tongues  are  silent  in  the  dust.” 

Dr.  W.  R.  THOMPSON,  one  of  the  most  active  and  influential 
Democrats  of  Miami  County,  was  born  in  Montgomery  County,  Ohio, 
and  after  passing  through  the  public  schools  took  a course  in  the 
Ohio  Wesleyan  College  and  then  entered  Michigan  University,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1869.  He  began  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession in  Tennessee,  but  remained  in  that  state  only  one  and  one-half 
years,  when  he  returned  to  his  native  county  and  located  at  Vandalia, 
where  he  remained  until  1879.  In  that  year  he  located  at  Troy,  Ohio, 
where  he  has  built  up  a reputation  as  a physician  and  surgeon  second 
to  none  in  Western  Ohio.  He  is  surgeon  for  the  C.  H.  & D.  Railroad 
and  for  most  of  the  corporations  of  Troy  and  is  widely  known  over 
the  state  both  in  medical  and  political  sircles.  He  was  Secretary  of  the 
Board  of  Pension  Examiners  during  President  Cleveland’s  first  term 
and  Treasurer  of  the  Board  under  the  second  administration  of  that 
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great  Democrat.  He  has  attended  many  state  and  county  conventions 
and  was  one  of  the  delegates  who  aided  in  the  nomination  of  Governor 
Harmon. 

Dr.  Thompson  is  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Democratic  Party 
and  is  always  found  loyal  to  its  ticket  and  candidates.  The  extent 
and  importance  of  his  medical  practice  prevents  him  from  taking  any 
official  part  in  public  affairs,  but  he  is  always  ready  and  willing  to  do 
all  he  can  to  promote  the  best  interests  of  his  political  friends. 

In  1871  Dr.  W.  R.  Thompson  married  Laura  A.  Stouder  of  Tip- 
pecanoe City,  Ohio,  and  they  have  three  children,  namely:  Charlotte, 
now  the  wife  of  W.  E.  Boyer,  Cashier  of  the  Troy  National  Bank; 
Fannie  E.,  now  Mrs.  Walter  Coles,  and  Wilbur  R.  Thompson,  M.  D., 
who  was  recently  graduated  from  Dartmouth  College,  Dartmouth, 

N.  H. 

JOHN  Henry  Thomas.- — The  name  of  this  successful  manu- 
facturer and  public  benefactor  is  the  most  revered  name  in  Springfield, 
Ohio,  although  Mr.  Thomas  has  been  dead  these  twelve  years.  He 
was  a native  of  Middletown,  Maryland,  and  was  born  October  4, 
1826.  His  literary  education  was  received  at  Marshall  College,  Mer- 
cersburg,  Pa.,  after  which  he  took  up  the  study  of  the  law,  was  duly 
admitted  to  the  bar  and  began  the  practice  of  his  chosen  profession. 
From  1852  to  1855  he  practiced  law  in  Springfield,  Ohio,  but  in  the 
latter  year  embarked  in  the  manufacturing  business.  It  is  said  that  he 
took  up  an  industrial  career  through  force  of  circumstances,  and,  al- 
though he  made  a remarkable  success  of  his  manufacturing  enterprise, 
he  was  more  fitted  for  a professional  career,  and  would  have  pre- 
ferred it  himself. 

He  had  no  mechanical  training  or  experience,  yet  he  quickly 
developed  into  a successful  manufacturer  of  farm  implements,  and  his 
business  ability  was  such  that  his  plant  grew  to  large  dimensions  and 
his  implements  found  a market  all  over  the  country.  The  industry 
which  he  established  is,  today,  one  of  the  important  factors  in  the 
commercial  life  of  Springfield,  and  is  carried  on  by  his  son,  W.  S. 
Thomas. 

His  business  gave  John  H.  Thomas  a wide  acquaintance  with  men 
and  he  became  a factor  in  the  public  life,  not  only  of  Clark  County, 
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but  of  the  State.  He  was  a Southerner  and  a Democrat ; he  also  had 
ideas  of  his  own  and  was  uncompromisingly  honest.  Before  ever 
Grover  Cleveland  announced  that  “public  office  is  a public  trust,”  Mr. 
Thomas  had  breathed  and  talked  that  sentiment,  but  he  was  too  earnest- 
ly insistent  for  the  right  to  suit  the  political  conditions  of  his  day.  He 
did  much  for  the  Democratic  party  in  Clark  County,  was  a delegate 
to  many  State  Conventions  and  to  the  Democratic  National  Conven- 
tion at  St.  Louis  in  1888.  In  1890  he  was  a candidate  for  United 
States  Senator,  but  Calvin  S.  Brice  came  back  from  New  York  and 
managed  to  secure  the  nomination  in  the  General  Assembly. 

In  Springfield  Mr.  Thomas  was  a member  of  the  City  Council, 
and  of  the  Tax  Commission  and  a Trustee  of  the  Water  Works.  In 
1890  he  became  interested  in  banking  and  farming.  He  took  great 
interest  in  the  public  affairs  of  Springfield  and  was  always  found  sup- 
porting every  good  work.  He  was  a member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  and  of  the  order  of  Odd  Fellows.  In  October,  185.4,  he 
married  Mary  Bowser.  He  died  in  1901. 

Hon.  John  W.  Zuber. — With  youth  and  an  attractive  person- 
ality John  W.  Zuber  has  achievements  to  his  credit.  As  this  is  writ- 
ten he  is  serving  the  State  of  Ohio  with  great  credit  as  Fire  Marshal. 
He  comes  from  Paulding  County,  where  he  was  born  in  the  village  of 
Antwerp,  May  2,  1873.  His  parents  were  John  B.  and  Mary  E. 
Zuber. 

John  W.  Zuber  was  educated  in  the  Antwerp  schools  and  at  the 
University  of  Michigan,  graduating  from  that  University  in  1 894  with 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws.  He  was  admitted  to  the  Ohio  bar 
in  October,  1894,  and  in  1895,  at  the  age  of  22,  he  was  elected 
mayor  of  Antwerp.  Rapidly  gaining  public  favor,  he  was  elected 
prosecuting  attorney  of  Paulding  County  in  1897  and  reelected  in 
1900.  The  county  has  for  years  been  a close  one  politically, 
and  reelections  of  county  officers  of  either  party  are  a rarity.  It  can  be 
said  here  with  all  truth  that  no  county  in  Ohio  has  ever  had  a more 
efficient  and  industrious  public  official  than  Paulding  County  had  in 
John  W.  Zuber,  whose  preparation  for  and  readiness  in  the  trial  of  his 
cases  become  proverbial.  His  advancements  along  the  line  of  his  pro- 
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fession  has  been  notable  while  his  activity  in  behalf  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party  has  been  conspicuous.  Mr.  Zuber  early  began  work  as 
an  active  participant  in  the  councils  of  his  party  in  Paulding  County 
and  the  Fifth  Congressional  District,  serving  with  great  energy  and 
effectiveness  on  county  and  other  committees.  While  his  appointment 
as  State  Fire  Marshal  by  Gov.  Harmon  was  less  a recognition  of  Mr. 
Zuber’s  work  from  a partisan  standpoint  than  of  his  painstaking  thor- 
oughness in  the  discharge  of  official  duty  his  appointment  justified  by 
results  was  one  in  all  respects  pre-eminently  a fit  one. 

Mr.  Zuber  is  married  and  has  one  child,  a son  of  three  years. 
There  are  thousands  of  Democrats  in  Ohio  today  who  will  follow 
with  interest  and  favor  any  advancement  that  may  fall  to  the  lot  of 
John  W.  Zuber. 

WILLIAM  S.  Thomas,  manufacturer  of  Springfield,  Ohio,  is  one 
of  the  best  known  and  also  one  of  the  most  active  Democrats  in  the 
state.  His  father  before  him  made  the  name  Thomas  a synonym  for 
good  Democracy,  and  he  has  been  even  more  active  than  his  father  in 
Ohio  politics.  William  S,  Thomas  was  born  at  Springfield,  Ohio, 
April  22,  1 857,  and  received  his  literary  edcuation  in  the  public  schools, 
by  private  tuition  and  at  Wooster  University,  Wooster,  (Ohio).  In 
1875  he  became  actively  connected  with  the  manufacture  of  agricultur- 
al implements  in  his  father’s  establishment,  and  ultimately  succeeded  his 
father  in  the  enterprise  which  he  still  conducts.  In  1895  he  became 
connected  with  the  Mad  River  National  Bank  of  which  he  has  been 
president  for  years.  He  has  also  been  interested  in  farming  since 

1898. 

Mr.  Thomas  has  long  been  a Democratic  leader  in  the  7th 
Congressional  District  and  has  also  exerted  a distinct  influence  upon 
state  politics.  He  has  been  a member  of  every  Democratic  State 
Convention  for  the  past  twenty  years  and  has  been  a delegate  to  the 
National  Conventions  of  1900,  1904,  1908  and  1912,  also  he  has 
long  been  a member  of  the  inner  Council  of  the  party  in  this  state. 
He  takes  a personal  interest  in  the  welfare  and  progress  of  Spring- 
field  and  has  been  a member  of  the  city  council,  the  board  of  educa- 
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tion  and  the  tax  commission.  His  large  manufacturing  plant  is  one 
of  the  important  enterprises,  not  only  of  Springfield  but  of  the  state. 

William  S.  Thomas’  parents  were  John  H.  and  Mary  (Bouser) 
Thomas.  On  December  8,  1887,  he  was  married  to  Fanny  N. 
Senteny.  He  is  not  affiliated  with  any  secret  societies  but  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Hon.  John  P.  Brennan,  State  Treasurer  for  Ohio,  was  born  in 
Urbana,  Champaign  County,  Ohio,  October  20,  1864.  He  was  edu- 
cated in  the  common  schools,  the  high  school  and  parochial  schools,  and 
at  the  age  of  seventeen  entered  the  retail  grocery  business.  Later  he 
embarked  in  the  clothing  business  at  Urbana,  in  which  he  was  engaged 
until  1906. 

Mr.  Brennan  has  had  a long  service  as  a Democratic  worker  and 
public  official,  and  his  activities  have  not  been  confined  to  Champaign 
County,  but  have  extended  into  state  politics.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one 
he  was  nominated  for  County  Recorder;  he  was  a member  of  the 
County  Central  Committee  for  more  than  fifteen  years,  and  for  ten 
years  was  chairman  of  the  Champaign  County  Executive  Committee. 
He  was  a member  of  the  State  Central  Committee  for  four  years  and 
was  secretary  of  that  committee  for  one  term;  also  was  a member  of 
Slate  Executive  Committee.  For  ten  years  he  served  as  city  council- 
man in  Urbana  and  for  six  years  was  a member  of  city  Board  of 
Equalization.  He  is  not  only  a wise  campaign  worker,  but  is  one  of 
the  best  organizers  in  the  state  and  has  been  of  great  benefit  to  the 
Champaign  County  Democracy,  and  to  the  State  ticket  during  cam- 
paigns. For  two  years  he  was  First  Deputy  State  Fire  Marshal.  In 
1909  Mr.  Brennan  was  appointed  Cashier  in  the  State  Treasurer’s 
office,  which  position  he  filled  until  January  13,  1913.  At  the  State 
Democratic  Convention  held  at  Toledo  in  June  of  1912,  he  was  nomi- 
nated for  Treasurer  of  State,  this  honor  coming  to  him  not  only  because 
of  his  proved  ability  but  also  because  he  had  been  so  intimately  con- 
nected with  State  Treasurer  Creamer  in  putting  the  new  Treasury  reg- 
ulations into  practical  form  and  operation;  and  so  he  was  the  logical 
man  to  succeed  to  the  office.  He  was  elected  November  5,  1912,  by 
a plurality  of  133,255. 
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Hon.  Samuel  J.  ViNING,  one  of  the  best-known  Democrats 
in  the  State,  was  born  at  South  Salem,  Indiana,  March  22,  1864. 
During  his  infancy  his  parents  moved  to  Ohio  and  until  thirty-two 
years  of  age  he  made  his  home  on  a farm.  He  attended  common 
school  until  seventeen  years  of  age,  when  he  began  teaching.  Later, 
he  took  a course  in  the  Normal  School  at  Portland,  Indiana.  His 
teaching  career  extended  over  fifteen  years.  During  the  summer  he 
was  engaged  in  farming.  He  read  law  two  years,  but  never  applied 
for  admission. 

Mr.  Vining  is  a Democrat,  not  only  from  principle,  but  by  he- 
redity. He  took  an  active  interest  in  Democratic  success,  long  before 
he  became  of  age.  He  served  as  Justice  of  Peace  for  five  years,  when 
he  resigned  from  the  office.  In  1896,  he  was  elected  Clerk  of  the 
Court  and  was  reelected  in  1899.  In  1908  he  was  elected  a mem" 
ber  of  the  Legislature  and  in  1910  was  reelected  without  any  oppo- 
sition from  either  party.  In  January  1911,  he  received  the  distin- 
guished honor  of  being  made  Speaker  of  the  House.  He  has  served 
a number  of  times  on  the  Central  and  Executive  Committees  of  the 
Democrat  Party.  Also  has  been  a delegate  a number  of  times  to 
all  classes  of  conventions  within  the  State.  He  is  a good  stump  speak- 
er and  is  well  known  and  a strong  campaigner.  While  in  the  Legis- 
lature, he  has  been  the  author  of  several  important  measures,  notably, 
the  Uniform  Schoolbook  Bill.  During  his  entire  career,  he  has  never 
had  but  one  opponent  for  office. 

On  February  8,  1887,  he  married  Addie,  daughter  of  Dr.  John 
P.  Ellsworth  of  Auglaize  County.  They  have  three  children,  Ver- 
non E.,  Valley  Echo  and  Leo  Heath.  All  of  them  have  been  stu- 
dents at  the  Ohio  Wesleyan  University  at  Delaware,  Ohio,  and  Ver- 
non E.  is  now  a law  student  in  the  Ohio  State  University. 

Mr.  Vining  has  a large  business  interest  in  Celina  and  is  closely 
identified  with  the  prosperity  of  Mercer  County.  In  addition  to  his 
real  estate  and  insurance  business,  he  is  interested  in  banking  and  other 
local  enterprise.  For  ten  years  he  has  been  Secretary  of  the  Mercer 
County  Agricultural  Society.  He  is  a member  of  the  following  or- 
ders: K.  of  P.,  Odd  Fellows,  Woodmen  of  the  World,  Eagles,  Elks 
and  D.  O.  K.  K. 
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Judge  William  W.  Pennell  was  born  in  Jackson  Town- 
ship, Brown  County,  Ohio,  October  17,  1850,  and  is  the  son  of 
David  and  Nancy  (Snedaker)  Pennell.  He  received  his  early 
education  in  the  public  schools  and  began  teaching  at  the  age  of  nine- 
teen. For  the  next  seventeen  years  he  was  engaged  in  teaching 
in  the  schools  of  the  county.  For  three  years  also  he  was  a member 
of  the  County  Board  of  Examiners. 

Judge  Pennell  has  always  been  a staunch  and  consistent  Demo-  . 
crat.  In  1 887  he  was  elected  a member  of  the  Ohio  Legislature  and 
was  reelected  in  1899.  He  served  two  full  terms  and  represented 
his  constituency  in  the  General  Assembly  with  the  highest  fidelity. 
From  December,  1891,  to  December,  1893,  he  was  bookkeeper  in 
the  office  of  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  in  the  National  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives at  Washington,  D.  C.,  and  also  served  as  chief  clerk  of  the 
Democratic  Congressional  Committee  in  Washington  in  1894.  In 
February,  1895,  he  was  appointed  General  Deputy  Collector  of  In- 
ternal Revenue  at  Philadelphia  and  remained  there  until  June,  1897, 
when  he  returned  to  Brown  County  and  taught  school  until  1905. 
During  this  period  of  eight  years  he  again  served  for  six  years  on  the 
County  Board  of  School  Examiners.  In  1905  he  was  elected  Pro- 
bate Judge  of  Brown  County  by  a majority  of  1,200,  and  in  1908 
was  reelected  by  a majority  of  1,675,  an  increase  which  indicated  his 
popularity  in  office. 

Judge  Pennell  has  seldom  missed  a county,  congressional  or 
state  convention  for  the  past  thirty  years.  He  was  a strong  sup- 
porter of  Calvin  S.  Brice  and  was  a member  of  the  Legislature  that 
elected  him  to  the  United  States  Senate.  From  1900  to  1902  he 
was  a trustee  of  the  Girls’  Industrial  Home  at  Delaware,  Ohio.  He 
enjoyed  a close  friendship  with  Governor  Pattison,  and  to  the  late 
governor  he  gives  the  credit  for  the  position  he  received  at  the  Na- 
tional Capital. 

Too  much  cannot  be  said  of  the  life  and  influence  of  Judge 
Pennell.  He  has  devoted  so  much  of  his  time,  attention  and  energy 
to  securing  positions  for  young  men  and  women  that  it  is  impossible  to 
estimate  the  extent  of  the  far  reaching  good  he  has  accomplished.  A 
teacher  of  rare  ability,  a wise  educator  and  a patron  of  youth,  he  has 
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moulded  the  lives  of  many  of  the  younger  citizens  of  his  part  of  the 
state.  His  evident  sincerity  and  his  genial  and  attractive  personality 
j has  made  him  popular  with  the  officers  of  the  various  departments  in 
I the  state  capital  and  during  his  term  in  the  Legislature  a great  many 
now  prominent  young  men  of  Brown  County  were  holding  public 
positions  all  over  the  state  through  the  influence  of  Judge  Pennell.  It 
is  said  of  him  that  no  worthy  young  person  has  ever  come  to  him  for 
assistance  without  receiving  it.  The  interest  which  he  has  long  shown 
in  the  younger  generation  is  known  and  appreciated  throughout  south- 
ern Ohio  and  all  who  know  him  seem  delighted  to  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  speak  of  his  kindly  acts.  Few  living  men  have  donated 
more  largely  to  their  day  and  age  than  Judge  Pennell. 


On  December  26,  1881,  William  W.  Pennell  married  Emma 


for  twelve  years  in  the  grade  schools.  She  is  at  present  Deputy  in  the 
Probate  Office.  Judge  Pennell  is  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of 
the  Blue  Lodge  and  Chapter  in  the  Masonic  Fraternity  and  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias. 

CLARENCE  S.  Wiggim  was  born  in  Dayton,  December  1,  1864, 
and  was  educated  in  the  public  Schools  and  Wilts  Business  College. 
For  twenty-three  years  he  has  been  in  the  Barbers’  Supplies  business 
and  at  present  occupies  the  responsible  office  of  County  Treasurer. 

Mr.  Wiggim  is  one  of  the  staunch  Democrats  of  Dayton  and 
has  taken  an  active  part  in  local  politics  for  many  years.  The  Party 
has  appreciated  his  worth  and  ability  and  in  1908  he  was  the  Dem- 
ocratic nominee  for  County  Treasurer,  but  lost  by  the  very  meager 
margin  of  six  votes.  In  1910  he  was  again  nominated  for  the  same 
office  and  was  elected  by  a majority  of  2964.  In  this  year,  1912, 
he  will  assuredly  be  renominated  and  elected.  He  has  been  financial 
secretary  of  the  Royal  Arcanum  for  fourteen  years,  and  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Iola  lodge  K.  of  P.,  the  B.  P.  O.  E.,  Royal  Arcanum  and 
Jr.  O.  U.  A.  M. 

Clarence  S.  Wiggim  is  the  son  of  Hugh  and  Eliza  Wiggim, 
both  of  whom  are  deceased. 
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Judge  Stephen  M.  Young  was  bom  at  Mansfield,  Ohio, 
March  27,  1848,  and  received  his  public  school  training  at  Mans- 
field, Toledo  and  Shelby.  He  then  entered  the  Shelby  Academy 
where  he  studied  for  two  years,  after  which  he  entered  Oberlin  Col- 
lege, where  he  was  student  during  1864  and  part  of  1865.  He 
taught  a district  school  for  one  year  and  was  assistant  principal  of  the 
Mt.  Auburn  School  in  Cincinnati  for  three  years.  While  teaching 
he  took  up  the  study  of  law  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  by  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  Ohio  in  1872.  He  began  the  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion at  Plymouth,  Ohio,  but  in  1874  removed  to  Bucyrus  where  he 
remained  until  1878  when  he  settled  permanently  in  Norwalk. 

Judge  Young  was  identified  with  the  Republican  Party  un- 
til 1 896,  but  since  that  date  has  been  a valued  member  of  the  Demo- 
cratic Party.  He  was  City  Solicitor  of  Norwalk  from  1882  to  1884. 
In  1910  he  was  elected  Common  Pleas  Judge  for  the  First  Sub-Di- 
vision, Fourth  District,  and  was  endorsed  by  both  the  Democratic 
Party  and  the  Independents.  His  term  of  office  runs  from  May  8, 
1911,  until  the  second  Monday  in  May,  1917. 

Judge  Young  was  an  officer  in  the  Twelfth  Regiment,  Ohio  Na- 
tional Guard  during  the  four  years  of  his  residence  in  Bucyrus.  He 
is  a member  of  the  Masonic  Order,  having  passed  through  all  the  de- 
grees from  the  Blue  Lodge  to  the  Shrine.  He  has  held  the  offices  of 
High  Priest  of  the  Chapter,  Thrice  Illustrious  of  the  Council  and 
Eminent  Commander  of  the  Norwalk  Commandery.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Owls,  the  Woodmen  and  the 
Elks  and  has  been  Exalted  Ruler  of  the  Norwalk  Lodge  of  Elks. 
He  is  a highly  cultured  gentleman  as  well  as  an  able  jurist.  The 
best  epitome  of  him  is  that  given  by  a man  who  knows  him  well  and 
described  him  in  two  words,  “a  splendid  man.” 

Judge  Young’s  parents  were  Downing  H.  and  Angeline  (Mar- 
vin) Young.  On  July  28,  1877  Judge  Young  married  Isabella  Mar- 
garet Wagner. 
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Hon.  John  L.  Vance. — Distinguished  of  ancestry,  a man  of 
attainments  and  achievements,  a statesman  with  a vision  that  pene- 
trates beyond  the  indefinite  present,  a journalist,  and  a soldier  whose 
honorable  record  is  attested  by  his  membership  in  the  Loyal  Legion — 
these  in  short  sum  up  the  career  of  Hon.  John  L.  Vance.  A lawyer 
by  profession,  he  is  also  one  of  the  captains  of  industry.  Varied 
through  his  attainments,  his  name  and  fame  will  be  inseparably  as- 
sociated with  one  great  central  purpose,  one  central  thought  and  one 
great  and  growing  conception  of  National  greatness — the  importance 
of  the  development  and  improvement  of  the  internal  waterways  of  the 
United  States.  As  a student  of  history  he  has  always  known  that  the 
course  of  commerce  and  of  civilization  must  follow  the  great  river 
valleys  to  the  sea  as  naturally  and  as  necessarily  as  the  falling  ap- 
ple follows  the  law  of  gravitation. 

He  early  perceived  that  by  a closer  union  between  the  North 
and  the  South  the  dam  of  seclusion  would  burst  and  the  golden 
argosies  of  traffic  and  trade  would  find  their  distributing  points  some- 
where along  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  indented  as  it  is,  with  wondrous 
harbors  destined  to  fade  the  fame  of  Tyre  and  of  Sidon  as  the  great- 
est emporiums  of  trade  the  world  has  ever  known.  Col.  Vance,  years 
ago,  recognized  the  fact  that  an  intelligent  and  honest  improvement 
of  the  inland  waterways  of  the  country  would  solve  many  of  the 
complicated  and  distressing  problems  incident  to  the  regulation  of 
interstate  railway  traffic.  The  increasing  development  of  the  South 
and  the  growing  importance  of  the  Gulf  ports  have  confirmed  the 
wildest  predictions  of  the  most  optimistic  relative  to  the  destinies 
of  cities  long  dormant,  of  resources  long  unviolated  by  the  hand  of 
man  and  of  routes  of  trade  so  long  unexplored,  the  latter  offering 
today  the  cheapest  and  safest  outlets  to  the  world’s  greatest  marts 
of  industry  and  of  commerce.  Col.  Vance  early  saw  all  the  possi- 
bilities involved  in  the  improvement  of  the  Ohio  river  with  the  es- 
tablishment of  a nine  foot  stage  from  Pittsburg  to  Cairo.  This  im- 
provement is  under  way,  due  largely  to  the  unflagging  energy  of  Col. 
Vance  and  is  being  prosecuted  today  to  a successful  conclusion  by  the 
government  of  the  United  States.  Not  all  realize  the  majestic  pro- 
portions of  the  scheme.  The  completion  of  the  project  means  the 
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diversion  of  the  commerce  of  the  vast  industrial  center  of  Pittsburg 
and  its  tributaries  from  the  rail  to  the  water  routes.  Those  water 
routes  are  the  Ohio  and  the  Mississippi  rivers. 

The  improvement  of  the  Ohio  Canal  from  Cleveland  to  Dres- 
den, now  provided  for  by  the  National  Government,  means  the  diver- 
sion of  a great  portion  of  the  commerce  of  the  mighty  industrial  cen- 
ter of  Cleveland  to  the  valleys  of  the  Ohio  and  the  Mississippi.  Col. 
Vance  was  the  first  president  of  the  Ohio  Valley  Improvement  Asso- 
ciation. His  selection  was  a logical  one  and  came  about  as  the  result 
of  the  convention  on  waterways  held  in  Cincinnati  in  the  month  of 
October,  1895.  Col.  Vance  has  ever  since  been  connected  with  the 
enterprise  as  President,  and  is  one  of  its  most  enthusiastic  advocates. 
It  was  largely  through  his  energy  and  industry  that  appropriations 
were  procured  from  Congress  for  the  great  work  now  in  progress, 
much  of  it  under  the  continuing  contract  system. 

Col.  Vance  has  also  been  deeply  interested  in  the  construction 
and  management  of  steam  and  electric  railways  and  in  the  building 
of  good  roads,  serving  for  several  years  as  Road  Commissioner.  He 
has  served  as  director  of  the  Ohio  and  Northwestern  Railroad  Com- 
pany. He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  company  that  built  an 
electric  line  from  Gallipolis  to  Point  Pleasant  and  acted  as  President 
of  the  Company.  As  a journalist  he  was  one  of  the  leading  spirits 
in  the  organization  of  the  Hocking  Valley  Editorial  Association,  of 
which  he  was  president  for  many  years.  His  social,  business  and  fra- 
ternal affiliations  are  numerous.  He  is  a thirty-second  degree  Mason  of 
the  Scottish  Rite,  an  Elk,  a life  member  of  the  Ohio  State  Archaeolog- 
ical and  Historical  Society,  a member  of  the  Ohio  Society  of  the  Sons 
of  the  American  Revolution,  of  which  he  has  served  as  President,  a 
member  and  for  twelve  years  President  of  the  Gallipolis  Board  of 
Trade,  an  honorary  member  of  the  Cincinnati  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
and  an  honorary  life  member  of  the  Wheeling  Board  of  Trade  and  the 
West  Virginia  Board  of  Trade.  He  has  also  been  a most  valuable 
member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Boys’  Industrial  School  at 
Lancaster  for  sixteen  years.  He  is  a member  of  the  Loyal  Legion  and 
of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  was  honored  by  the  Rio 
Grande  College  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws. 
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John  L.  Vance  has  been  a leader  and  a director  of  movements 
that  have  contributed  to  the  welfare  of  every  community  in  which  he 
has  resided.  His  father,  Alexander  Vance,  was  a Virginian  by  birth, 
having  been  born  in  Shenandoah  County.  His  mother  was  Eliza 
(Shepard)  Vance,  born  in  Gallipolis,  Ohio.  John  Luther  Vance  was 
born  in  Gallipolis,  July  19,  1839.  His  paternal  ancestors  came  from 
County  Tyrone,  Ireland.  For  a time  residents  of  France,  they  came 
to  America,  settling  at  Winchester,  Va.,  in  1 733.  Col.  Vance’s 
great-grandfather,  Robert,  was  an  officer  in  the  Continental  Army 
in  the  War  of  the  Revolution.  One  of  his  mother’s  grandfathers  also 
served  in  the  Revolution  as  colonel  of  a New  England  Regiment. 
His  grandfather  Shepard  was  an  officer  in  the  war  of  1812.  An 
intermingling  of  the  Scotch  and  Irish  bloods  combined  to  produce 
such  a man  as  Col.  Vance.  He  is  a well-balanced  mixture  of  the  Cava- 
lier and  the  Democrat. 

In  addition  to  its  prominence  in  civil  life  the  Vance  family 
has  shown  resplendent  in  the  military  annals  of  the  nation.  The 
father  of  John  L.  Vance  was  a lawyer  and  newspaper  man  during 
the  greater  part  of  his  career.  He  served  in  the  Civil  War  as  Captain 
in  the  Fourth  Regiment,  West  Virginia  Volunteers,  entering  the  ser- 
vice in  1861.  In  1862  he  served  as  Provost  Marshal  of  the  West 
Virginia  district.  He  was  one  of  the  engineers  in  charge  of  the  con- 
struction of  the  canal  that  made  complete  the  investment  of  Vicksburg 
and  rendered  possible  the  capitulation  of  that  great  confederate  strong- 
hold to  General  Grant.  As  the  result  of  his  arduous  work  at  Vicks- 
burg, Alexander  Vance  contracted  rheumatism.  He  became  blind  also 
and  his  death  not  long  afterward  put  an  end  to  his  most  honorable, 
useful  and  patriotic  career. 

John  L.  Vance  was  educated  for  the  law.  He  was  graduated 
from  the  Gallipolis  Academy  and  afterward  from  the  Cincinnati 
Law  School,  in  April,  1861.  In  April,  1861,  Sumter  was  fired  on, 
and  the  day  following  his  graduation  from  the  law  school  John  L. 
Vance  temporarily  lost  professional  ambition  in  his  patriotic  desire 
to  serve  the  Republic  on  the  field.  It  was  that  day  that  he  reported 
for  duty  as  an  officer  of  the  staff  of  Brigadier  General  of  Militia. 
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It  fell  to  him  to  organize  the  first  company  of  soldiers  in  Gallia 
County  under  Lincoln’s  call  for  troops.  This  company  was  enlisted 
for  a service  of  three  months.  In  June,  1861,  John  L.  Vance  re- 
cruited a company  for  the  three  years’  service,  and  mustered  in  as  its 
Captain,  July  5,  1861.  He  was  successively  made  Major,  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  and  Colonel  of  the  Fourth  West  Virginia  Regiment, 
and  at  times  was  called  upon  to  command  brigades.  He  served  with 
the  Army  of  West  Virginia,  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  the  Army  of 
the  Cumberland,  and  with  the  Army  of  the  Shenandoah,  where  his 
headquarters  were  located  and  his  operations  directed  from  near  the 
birthplace  of  his  father.  All  told,  he  was  in  forty-seven  battles  and 
other  engagements.  He  was  in  the  desperate  conflict  around  Vicks- 
burg. He  participated  in  the  capture  of  Jackson,  Miss.  He  saw  the 
kindly  clouds  shroud  the  dead  and  dying  at  Mission  Ridge.  He  was 
active  and  conspicuous  in  the  Lynchburg  campaign  in  1 864.  Wounded 
four  times,  one  of  the  wounds  causing  him  anguish  till  this  day,  he  was 
the  fighter  till  the  close  of  the  war,  and  was  at  various  times  attached 
to  the  commands  of  Generals  Grant,  Crook,  Sherman,  Hunter  and 
Sheridan. 

After  the  Civil  War  Col.  Vance  engaged  in  steamboating.  He 
also  became  the  proprietor  and  Editor  of  th e'Gallipolis  Bulletin ,” 
which  he  founded  and  published  for  thirty-three  years,  and  which  has 
been  a power  in  the  journalistic  field  of  Southern  Ohio. 

By  nature  and  training  Col.  Vance  was  fitted  for  politics.  A 
lifelong  Democrat,  he  became  active  in  the  councils  and  the  battles  of 
his  party  shortly  after  his  four  years  of  service  in  the  Civil  War. 
In  1874  he  was  the  Democratic  nominee  for  member  of  the  44th 
Congress.  Hon.  H.  S.  Bundy,  of  Highland  County,  one  of  the 
ablest  men  of  his  day,  was  Col.  Vance’s  Republican  opponent.  The 
district  was  overwhelmingly  Republican  but  Col.  Vance  was  elected 
by  a plurality  of  nearly  2,000.  His  geniality  and  his  remarkable  mem- 
ory for  names  and  faces  made  him  one  of  the  most  effective  campaign- 
ers ever  known  in  Ohio,  and  his  unfailing  courtesy,  his  gentle  dignity 
and  his  ability  to  meet  the  requirements  of  every  situation  have  always 
stamped  him  as  truly  a “gentleman  of  the  old  school.’’  In  1879  he 
was  renominated  for  Congress,  but  was  barely  defeated  in  a district 
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overwhelmingly  Republican  by  the  Hon.  Henry  S.  Neal.  He  was 
nominated  again  in  1884  in  a district  comprised  of  the  counties  of 
Gallia,  Meigs,  Athens,  Morgan  and  Perry,  strongly  Republican  and 
was  defeated  by  Gen.  Chas.  H.  Grosvenor.  During  his  term  in  Con- 
gress his  worth  and  ability  were  early  recognized  and  he  was  appointed 
upon  some  of  the  most  important  committees.  He  was  on  the  commit- 
tee on  Louisiana  affairs  and  was  one  of  the  eighteen  members  to  vote 
against  the  electoral  bill.  He  was  also  a member  of  the  Committee 
that  investigated  the  De  Golyer  scandals,  and  declined  to  sign  the  re- 
port prepared  by  the  chairman.  While  Col.  Vance’s  services  to  his 
state,  his  country  and  his  party  have  been  distinguished  he  has  never 
been  a selfseeker,  preferring  always  rather  to  be  of  use  and  of  bene- 
fit to  his  friends.  Col.  Vance  has  served  in  many  county,  state  and 
National  conventions  and  upon  the  most  important  committees.  He 
was  twice  a delegate  to  National  conventions  and  served  as  chairman 
of  the  State  convention  that  renominated  Governor  Allen  in  1875. 
In  1877  he  received  a flattering  vote  for  governor  in  the  convention 
that  nominated  Bishop. 

He  served  on  the  staff  of  Gov.  Campbell  as  Quartermaster  Gen- 
eral and  Commissary  General  of  Subsistence.  Other  distinctions  result- 
ing from  his  activity  in  civic  and  public  affairs  are  numerous.  He  was 
instrumental  in  the  foundation  and  practically  determined  the  location 
of  the  Hospital  for  Epileptics  at  Gallipolis,  an  institution  that  has 
alleviated  the  sufferings  of  hundreds  of  patients,  and  through  its  re- 
search may  sometime  discover  a cure  for  the  dread  malady  of  the  un- 
fortunates committed  to  its  care.  This  was  the  pioneer  Epileptic  Insti- 
tute in  the  country.  Previous  to  its  foundation  all  epileptics  were  sent 
to  infirmaries,  or  other  state  institutions,  and  this  hospital  will  ever 
stand  as  a memorial  to  the  humanitarianism  of  Col.  Vance,  just  as 
his  development  of  the  internal  waterways  will  perpetuate  his  name  in 
the  annals  of  commerce. 

Col.  Vance’s  domestic  relations  have  approached  the  ideal.  He 
was  married  October  4,  1866,  to  his  cousin.  Miss  Emily  Shepard, 
the  daughter  of  John  C.  and  Mary  Louise  (Creuzet)  Shepard.  Her 
grandparents  were  Charles  and  Genevieve  Creuzet  who  were  born 
in  France  and  who  settled  in  Gallipolis  in  1817.  Colonel  and  Mrs. 
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Vance  have  three  living  children.  They  are:  Creuzet  Vance,  now 

a manufacturer  of  Columbus  and  formerly  Immigrant  Inspector  at 
New  York  City  for  several  years;  John  L.  Vance,  Jr.,  who  was 
National  Bank  Examiner  for  a number  of  years,  late  president  of  the^ 
First  National  Bank  of  Gallipolis  and  now  president  of  the 
Citizens  Trust  & Savings  Bank  of  Columbus;  and  Frank  R.  Vance 
who  has  been  for  years  a member  of  the  Board  of  Review  for  the  city 
of  Columbus,  and  was  the  Democratic  nominee  for  mayor  of  the  city 
in  1909.  All  have  attained  a most  honorable  reputation  in  the  esti- 
mation of  their  fellow  citizens.  Hon.  John  L.  Vance  has  filled  to 
the  fullest  every  obligation  and  duty,  whether  as  a citizen  or  a sol- 
dier. Of  rugged  constitution  at  the  age  of  71  years  he  maintains  an 
ardent  and  youthful  interest  in  the  vital  problems  that  confront  the 
state  and  nation.  An  optimist  by  nature,  there  is  no  cloud  so  dark 
and  lowering  that  does  not  hold  for  him  a silver  lining. 

ANSOM  WlCKHAM  was  born  on  a farm  in  Lykens  Township, 
Crawford  County,  Ohio,  June  19,  1850.  After  passing  through  the 
public  schools  he  entered  Otterbein  College  in  1873.  After  leaving 
Otterbein  he  read  law  in  the  office  of  Scott  & Harris  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  1877.  He  began  the  practice  of  law  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  firm  of  Young  & Wickham,  which  continued  for  three 
years,  after  which  he  conducted  his  business  alone.  In  1881  he  was 
elected  Prosecuting  Attorney  and  served  for  six  years.  Later  he 
served  as  City  Solicitor  of  Bucyrus  by  appointment.  Mr.  Wickham 
has  always  been  a staunch  Democrat  and  a faithful  worker  for  the 
Party.  He  is  a forceful  campaign  orator,  is  well  posted  on  political 
affairs  and  with  his  quick,  droll  wit  has  always  been  popular  at  po- 
litical gatherings.  In  the  legal  profession  he  is  rated  high  both  as 
an  advocate  and  counselor. 

Ansom  Wickham’s  parents  were  Willard  and  Phoebe  (Pen- 
nington) Wickham.  He  married  Catherine,  daughter  of  George 
and  Mary  Magdalene  Shellhas.  His  wife  was  born  in  Germany 
and  came  to  America  with  her  parents  in  the  50*s. 
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Hon.  Aaron  R.  Van  Cleaf  was  born  at  Arneytown,  New 
Jersey,  March  20,  1838,  where  he  attended  the  common  schools  un- 
■ til  fourteen  years  of  age  when  he  entered  the  office  of  the  Monmouth 
Democrat  at  Freehold.  In  1839  he  came  to  Ohio,  settling  at  George- 
town, Brown  County,  where  he  entered  the  office  of  the  Democrat 
Standard . In  1 839  he  removed  to  Lebanon,  Ohio,  where  he  became 
editor  and  publisher  of  the  Democrat  Citizen.  In  August,  1862, 
his  office  was  raided  by  Union  soldiers,  but  he  refitted  the  office  and 
continued  publication  until  May,  1863.  In  November  of  that  year 
he  purchased  the  Circleville  Democrat , which  is  now  known  as  the 
Circleville  Democrat  and  Watchman.  He  is  the  senior  Democratic 
editor  of  Ohio.  In  1871  he  was  elected  Representative,  serving  one 
term,  and  was  reelected  in  1877.  In  1879  he  was  elected  State 
Senator  for  the  10th  District  and  was  reelected  three  successive 
times,  being  the  only  senator  in  sixty  years  serving  for  ten  years.  He 
always  served  on  important  committees  in  the  Senate  and  always  oc- 
cupied the  same  seat.  In  1886  he  was  chairman  of  the  bi-partisan 
committee  to  investigate  the  election  in  Cincinnati  and  in  1890  was 
again  chairman  of  the  bi-partisan  committee  which  investigated  po- 
litical affairs  in  that  city.  He  voted  in  eight  senatorial  contests  and 
prides  himself  on  never  having  voted  in  caucus  for  a rich  man.  In 
1896  he  was  elected  Probate  Judge  of  Pickaway  County  and  was 
reelected  in  1899.  In  1905  he  was  appointed  a trustee  of  the 
Girls*  Industrial  Home  by  Governor  Herrick.  He  was  a member 
of  the  Pickaway  County  committee  for  many  years,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  1901,  and  chairman  of  that  committee  since  1865  to  the  pres- 
ent time  except  in  the  years  1890,  1896  and  1901,  and  was  never 
accused  of  being  a boss.  He  was  chairman  of  the  Democratic  State 
Executive  Committee  in  1890  and  has  been  a delegate  to  every 
Democratic  State  Convention  from  1860  down  except  in  1889  and 
1902.  He  received  votes  for  Governor  at  the  State  Convention  in 
1905,  and  was  one  of  the  Democratic  candidates  for  State  Senator 
in  1910. 
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JOHN  M.  Van  Fleet,  son  of  Miles  W.  and  Elizabeth  (Lest- 
er) Van  Fleet,  was  bom  in  Dudley  township,  Hardin  County,  Ohio, 
August  3,  1858. 

Miles  W.  Van  Fleet  was  the  founder  of  the  family  in  Ohio. 
He  was  born  in  Canandaigua,  New  York,  April  30,  1805.  In  1832 
he  settled  in  Dudley  Township,  Ohio,  where  he  built  a cabin  when 
there  were  only  two  hundred  and  ten  inhabitants  in  the  county,  which 
was  practically  a wilderness  at  that  time.  He  was  an  energetic  man 
who  took  a keen  interest  in  public  affairs  and  did  a great  deal  for  his 
county  in  different  ways.  He  was  the  man  who  suggested  and  urged 
the  present  system  of  building  macadamized  roads  in  Hardin  Coun- 
ty. He  was  a Democrat  and  a hard,  hearty  worker  but  had  no  de- 
sire to  hold  office  himself.  Three  times  he  was  offered  the  nomina- 
tion for  state  senator  as  well  as  that  of  representative,  but  he  always 
declined  to  allow  the  use  of  his  name.  He  died  April  11,1 892,  at 
the  age  of  eighty-seven. 

John  M.  Van  Fleet  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Hard- 
in County  and  at  the  Eastman  Business  College,  Poughkeepsie,  New 
York.  He  then  returned  to  his  father’s  farm  where  he  remained  until 
twenty-eight  years  of  age.  In  1 888  he  settled  in  Kenton  and  engaged 
in  the  real  estate  and  loan  business  with  his  brother,  H.  T.  Van  Fleet, 
a well-known  lawyer  of  Marion.  On  account  of  poor  health  Mr. 
Van  Fleet  gave  up  that  business  and  became  a traveling  salesman, 
continuing  in  that  occupation  for  a number  of  years.  Finally  he  em- 
barked in  the  piano  business  for  himself  in  Kenton,  in  which  he  is 
still  engaged  and  of  which  he  has  made  a great  success. 

Mr.  Van  Fleet  has  long  been  an  active  Democrat  and  has  prob- 
ably done  more  for  the  party  than  any  other  man  in  Hardin  County. 
In  1888  he  became  chairman  of  the  County  Executive  Committee 
and  filled  that  office  for  six  years.  Also  he  was  a member  of  the 
State  Executive  Committee  for  five  years  and  has  been  delegate  not 
only  to  state  but  national  conventions.  He  was  one  of  the  first  men 
to  bring  about  harmony  in  the  Democratic  ranks  which  led  to  success 
at  the  polls  after  the  party  had  suffered  long  years  of  defeat.  He  was 
elected  mayor  of  Kenton  in  the  Spring  of  1 889,  being  the  first  Demo- 
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crat  to  hold  that  office  in  sixteen  years.  In  the  memorable  debate 
between  William  McKinley  and  Ex-Governor  Campbell,  Mr.  Van 
Fleet  introduced  Mr.  Campbell  who  is  an  old  friend. 

In  September,  1879,  John  M.  Van  Fleet  married  Mary  L. 
Koch  and  they  have  two  children,  Dr.  Harry  T.  Van  Fleet,  a dentist 
of  Toledo,  and  Miss  Edna  Van  Fleet,  a student  at  Harrison  Hall 
College,  Chicago,  111. 

Joshua  Van  Fleet,  the  father  of  Miles  W.  Van  Fleet,  was  a 
native  of  Holland,  who  was  born  August  13,  1764  and  came  to 
America  in  1776.  He  served  as  a soldier  during  the  last  three  years 
of  the  Revolutionary  War,  enlisting  at  the  age  of  fourteen.  He  also 
served  three  months  in  the  War  of  1812.  He  became  a prominent 
man  in  Canandaigua,  New  York,  and  served  twenty  years  in  the 
State  Legislature,  besides  holding  the  position  of  County  Judge  for 
sixteen  years.  While  in  the  Legislature  he  was  a member  of  the 
Committee  that  drafted  and  reported  the  bill  which  became  a law 
abolishing  slavery  in  the  state  of  New  Vnrk.  He  left  Canandaigua 
in  1836  and  took  up  his  residence  Rio r Island,  Marion  County, 

Ohio,  where  he  died  January  8,  1848. 

John  Marshall  Vanmeter  was  born  in  Pike  County, 
Ohio,  September  13,  1836,  and  was  educated  in  a family  school 
until  1850.  In  the  fall  of  1850  he  entered  the  University  of  Vir- 
ginia and  in  September  1851  he  entered  Jefferson  College  at  Canons- 
burg,  Pennsylvania,  graduating  in  1854.  This  college  was  after- 
ward absorbed  by  Washington  College,  Washington,  Pa.  He  then 
entered  the  Harvard  Law  School  in  1855  and  was  graduated  there- 
from in  1857.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Ohio  on  the  day  after 
his  twenty-first  birthday  and  immediately  began  the  practice  of  his 
profession,  in  which  he  was  engaged  for  more  than  thirty  years. 

In  1875  Mr.  Vanmeter  was  appointed  by  Governor  William 
Allen  to  fill  out  the  unexpired  term  of  Judge  Grey  on  the  Common 
Pleas  Bench,  and  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  returned  to  the  prac- 
tice of  law.  In  1881  he  turned  his  attention  to  farming,  with  great 
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success.  He  owns  2,700  acres  of  farm  land,  which  was  inherited 
from  his  parents.  Five  hundred  acres  of  this  farm  is  covered  by  the 
primeval  forest,  having  never  been  cleared. 

Judge  Vanmeter  has  been  a life-long  Democrat.  Far  back  in 
the  last  century  he  made  many  old-time  speeches  to  local  audiences. 
Also  he  attended  several  state  and  county  conventions,  particularly 
during  the  War  and  the  reconstruction  period.  He  has  had  a long 
and  successful  career  and  his  life  has  been  characterized  by  integrity 
and  a high  sense  of  honor.  At  seventy-six  years  of  age  he  is  in  per- 
fect health  and  is  a commanding  figure,  six  feet,  two  and  one-half 
inches  tall. 

In  1861,  John  M.  Vanmeter  married  Eliza  E.  Sisson,  who  died 
leaving  two  sons,  J.  J.  Vanmeter,  who  is  now  a practicing  attorney, 
and  Marshall  Sisson  Vanmeter,  who  died  in  early  manhood,  and  one 
daughter,  Eliza.  In  1872  John  M.  Vanmeter  married  Susan  Cun- 
ningham. There  were  three  children  of  this  marriage.  Two,  William 
S.  and  Mary  H.  died  in  early  life;  the  third,  Sally,  is  now  the  wife 
of  Madiera  Brown.  John  M.  Vanmeter’s  father  was  John  I.  Van- 
meter, a noted  man  of  his  day  who  lived  in  Ross  County  and  was 
elected  to  Congress  in  1842.  He  married  Mary  Harnes  who  died  at 
the  age  of  forty-five,  the  father  living  until  he  was  seventy-eight. 
Judge  Vanmeter  has  been  president  of  the  Savings  Bank  Company 
of  Chillicothe  from  its  organization. 

Homer  Southard  is  not  only  one  of  the  leading  business  men  of 
Union  County,  but  is  one  of  the  best  known  Democrats  in  the  state. 
For  ten  years  he  has  been  chairman  of  the  Democratic  County  Com- 
mittee and  has  also  been  a member  of  the  Central  Committee.  During 
those  years  he  has  attended  every  state,  congressional  and  judicial  con- 
vention, very  frequently  in  the  capacity  of  delegate,  and  for  two  years 
was  a member  of  the  State  Central  Committee.  He  is  regarded  as  a 
leader  by  the  Democrats  of  Union  County  and  has  been  honored  not; 
only  in  his  county  but  in  his  congressional  district  with  nominations  for 
office.  He  was  a candidate  for  Representative  against  R.  L.  Wood- 
burn  and  was  nominated  for  Congress  from  the  Eighth  District  against 
Ralph  D.  Cole.  While  defeated  in  both  contests  he  reduced  greatly 
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the  heavy  Republican  majorities.  On  April  9,  1909,  Governor  Har- 
mon appointed  Mr.  Southard  a member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
Ohio  Hospital  for  Epileptics  at  Gallipolis,  a position  which  he  held  until 
the  Central  Board  of  Control  took  charge  of  all  the  state  institutions  in 
August,  1911. 

Homer  Southard  was  born  at  Raymond,  Union  County,  Ohio, 
June  2,  1868,  and  after  passing  through  the  common  school  entered  An- 
tioch College  in  1884  and  studied  in  that  institution  until  1889.  He 
then  spent  his  time  for  some  years  in  a bank  at  Marysville.  At  present 
he  is  managing  the  farm  near  Marysville,  known  as  Southard  Place, 
where  he  is  engaged  in  the  dairy  and  stock  raising  business.  His  home 
is  in  Marysville,  where  he  is  in  the  hardware  business,  being  head  of  the 
firm  of  Southard  & O’Brien. 

In  April,  1908,  Homer  Southard  married  Nancy,  daughter  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  T.  Stevenson  of  Marysville.  Mr.  Southard’s  parents 
were  Dr.  J.  Q.  and  Lucinda  M.  (Green)  Southard.  Dr.  Southard 
was  widely  known  both  for  his  professional  ability  and  his  political 
activity.  He  was  a brother  of  the  late  Congressman  Milton  I.  Southard 
and  Frank  H.  Southard,  a prominent  attorney  of  Zanesville.  He  was 
of  English  ancestry  but  was  born  in  Licking  County,  Ohio.  For  years 
he  was  a conspicuous  figure  in  conventions  and  frequently  declined  ap- 
pointments with  which  his  Party  sought  to  honor  him.  After  a useful 
and  brilliant  career  he  died  in  1908.  Dr.  Harry  Green  Southard  of 
Marysville  is  a brother  of  Homer  Southard,  as  was  also  Attorney  Frank 
S.  Southard  of  Seattle,  Washington,  who  died  recently. 

Hon.  F.  M.  Vanover  was  born  in  Wayne  County,  Ohio, 
February  27,  1858,  and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools,  the  high 
school  and  the  Western  Academy  at  Burbank.  He  learned  the 
trade  of  carpenter  and  was  also  a farmer,  from  which  he  gravitated 
into  the  produce  business,  dealing  principally  in  hay,  straw  and  po- 
tatoes, and  has  been  engaged  in  this  line  for  the  past  twenty-five 
years. 

Mr.  Vanover  is  well  known  throughout  the  state  as  an  active  and 
consistent  Democrat  who  has  done  much  for  the  party,  not  only  as  a 
worker  at  primaries,  conventions  and  in  campaigns,  but  as  a member 
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of  the  State  Senate.  He  has  been  a delegate  to  all  state,  judicial 
and  congressional  conventions  for  many  years  and  served  two  terms 
in  the  Senate,  representing  his  district  in  the  76th  and  77th  General 
Assemblies  from  1 905  to  1 908  inclusive.  He  was  an  able  and  consci- 
entious legislator  and  reflected  credit  not  only  upon  the  Democrats 
in  his  district  but  upon  the  Party  throughout  the  state  by  his  clean 
and  honorable  record.  He  also  takes  a very  personal  interest  in  the 
affairs  of  his  city  and  has  not  only  served  in  the  city  council  but  was 
a member  of  the  Board  of  Education  of  Congress  Township  and 
chairman  of  that  body.  His  one  fraternal  society  is  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  Mr.  Vanover’s  father  was  David  Vanover, 
who  was  a native  of  Wayne  County,  as  was  his  mother,  Ellen  (Craw- 
ford) Vanover.  F.  M.  Vanover  married  Malinda  J.  Sommers,  also 
a native  of  Wayne  County.  They  have  a family  of  six  children, 
three  sons  and  three  daughters,  namely,  Vida  M.,  Jennie  E.,  Ger- 
trude, Harry,  Jessie  and  Elmer. 

E.  K.  WlLCOX  was  born  at  Akron,  Ohio,  in  the  year  1851. 
He  entered  Yale  College,  but  before  he  completed  his  course  took  up 
the  study  of  law  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1872.  He  returned 
to  Yale  and  was  graduated  in  1876.  He  then  settled  in  Cleveland 
and  was  associated  with  Judge  E.  J.  Blandin  in  the  practice  of  his 
profession. 

Mr.  Wilcox  was  a Republican  in  his  younger  days,  but  became 
a Democrat  in  1884,  the  year  of  Cleveland’s  first  election  to  the 
Presidency.  In  1896,  however,  when  the  gospel  of  Free  Silver  was 
being  preached  by  William  Jennings  Bryan,  Mr.  Wilcox  withdrew 
his  support  from  the  Democratic  Party,  but  returned  to  it  in  1901 
when  Tom  L.  Johnson  entered  Cuyahoga  County  politics.  Just  as 
he  was  a Gold  Democrat  during  the  silver  craze,  so  he  is  staunch  to  all 
Democratic  principles  and  an  opponent  of  political  heresies  that  injure 
the  party.  In  1906  he  was  appointed  First  Assistant  City  Solicitor 
under  Newton  D.  Baker.  Since  January  1,  1912,  Mr.  Wilcox  has 
been  City  Solicitor  for  the  City  of  Cleveland. 
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Hon.  CHARLES  Vollmer  was  born  in  Wurtemberg,  Germany, 
March  13,  1852.  When  sixteen  years  of  age  he  came  to  America 
with  his  brother  and  located  at  New  Washington,  Crawford  County, 
Ohio.  He  had  served  his  apprenticeship  as  a blacksmith  in  Germany 
and  at  once  engaged  in  his  trade  at  New  Washington.  In  a short 
time,  however,  he  went  to  Sandusky,  and  from  there  to  Michigan, 
where  he  resided  for  twelve  years.  In  1881  he  returned  to  New 
Washington  and  worked  at  his  trade  until  1897  when  he  was  elected 
Sheriff  of  Crawford  County.  He  served  as  Sheriff  for  two  terms 
of  four  years  and  proved  his  fitness  for  that  responsible  position  by  the 
fearless  discharge  of  his  duties  which  included  many  acts  of  bravery. 
Through  his  efforts  the  recapture  and  conviction  was  made  possible, 
after  a daring  jail  delivery,  of  one  of  the  most  noted  criminals  of  his 
time.  Mr.  Vollmer,  like  his  father  before  him,  is  a Democrat  through 
and  through.  He  is  always  active  in  the  politics  of  Crawford  County 
and  has  served  many  times  as  delegate  to  congressional  and  state  con- 
ventions, as  well  as  many  terms  each  as  Marshal,  Constable  and 
Councilman  in  New  Washington.  Among  the  state  conventions  of 
which  he  was  a member  was  the  one  of  1889  when  James  E.  Camp- 
bell was  nominated  for  Governor,  and  the  one  of  1908  when  Judson 
Harmon  was  first  nominated. 

On  June  3,  1874,  Charles  Vollmer  married  Katherine  Roller, 
daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Roller  of  Lansing,  Michigan.  She  died 
June  6,  1877,  leaving  two  sons,  Charles  Frederic  and  Benjamin  Mi- 
chael. In  October,  1878,  Mr.  Vollmer  married  his  second  wife, 
Elizabeth  Walter,  daughter  of  Frederick  and  Barbara  Elizabeth 
Walter.  Their  children  are,  William  L.,  Rosa,  Charles,  John,  Ruth, 
Martha  and  Elizabeth.  Mrs.  Vollmer’s  parents  were  Germans.  Her 
father  came  to  America  at  the  age  of  eleven  years  and  her  mother 
some  years  later.  They  were  pioneer  farmers  of  the  county  and  high- 
ly respected  people.  Her  father  died  January  10,  1911  and  the 
mother  April  25,  1871.  Mr.  Vollmer  is  a member  of  the  Masonic 
Order,  the  B.  P.  O.  Elks,  the  Odd  Fellows,  Maccabees,  Knights  of 
Pythias  and  two  German  fraternities. 
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John  M.  Wilkins,  son  of  Alfred  F.  and  Harriet  Jane  (Stew- 
art) Wilkins,  was  born  at  Marysville,  Union  County,  Ohio,  Decem- 
ber 26,  1857.  He  received  a liberal  public  school  education  and  at 
the  age  of  eighteen  took  a position  with  the  Robinson  Dry  Goods 
Company  and  was  connected  with  that  establishment  for  ten  years.  He 
then  embarked  in  business  for  himself  and  in  1891  helped  to  organize 
the  Robinson  & Wilkins  Company,  which  still  exists  and  operates  sev- 
eral dry  goods  stores  within  the  state  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  Wilkins  is  one  of  the  prominent  Democrats  of  Union  Coun- 
ty. He  is  a notable  committee  worker  and  is  recognized  as  an  able 
organizer,  not  only  in  Union  County  but  beyond  its  borders.  In  fact, 
he  is  known  all  over  the  state  as  a Democrat  of  influence  and  ability. 
For  years  he  has  been  a member  of  the  Central  Committee  and  has  at- 
tended all  local  conventions  and  for  the  past  fifteen  years  has  been  a 
delegate  to  every  Democratic  state  convention.  He  was  Post  Master 
at  Maynard,  Ohio  for  four  years  under  President  Cleveland  and  has 
been  a member  of  the  Board  of  Education  for  some  years.  Mr.  Wil- 
kins is  a Knight  Templar  and  a member  of  the  Shrine  in  the  Masonic 
Fraternity  and  is  also  affiliated  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 

Alfred  F.  Wilkins,  father  of  John  M.  Wilkins,  was  born  in  the 
state  of  New  York  in  1821  and  came  to  Ohio  in  1832.  He  was  a 
prominent  man  in  Union  County  in  his  day  and  was  a Jacksonian 
Democrat.  He  was  one  of  the  first  surveyors  of  Union  County  and 
held  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  Mayor  of  Marysville  for 
years.  Also  he  was  engaged  in  the  hotel  business  and  became  one  of 
the  most  widely-known  hotel  men  in  the  state.  He  died  in  1876  at 
the  age  of  fifty-five.  He  married  Harriet  Jane  Stewart,  also  a native 
of  New  York,  who  came  to  Ohio  with  her  parents.  She  was  born  in 
1825  and  died  in  1 909  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-four  years. 

Their  children  were  James  C.,  Beriah,  Kaziah  S.,  now  the  wife 
of  Col.  A.  B.  Robinson,  Charles  F.,  John  M.,  and  Joseph  S.  Joseph 
S.  was  a colonel  and  paymaster  in  the  Spanish- American  war  and  cap- 
tain and  paymaster  in  the  regulars. 
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Beriah  Wilkins  was  a national  character  and  a decided  factor 
in  the  affairs  of  the  Democratic  Party  of  Ohio.  He  was  born  in  Union 
County,  July  10,  1846.  He  received  a public  school  education  and 
early  in  life  displayed  an  unusual  aptitude  for  finance.  His  ability 
in  this  regard  was  so  marked  and  his  character  so  exalted  that  he  was 
chosen  manager  of  the  principal  bank  of  Uhrichsville,  Ohio,  before  he 
was  twenty-one  years  of  age.  He  ultimately  acquired  the  controlling 
interest  in  the  bank  and  was  connected  with  it  for  many  years.  Early 
in  life  he  began  to  take  an  active  part  in  political  affairs  and  soon  be- 
came a power  in  his  part  of  the  state.  In  1879  he  was  elected  to  the 
State  Senate  and  in  1882  became  a member  of  the  Democratic  State 
Central  Committee.  In  1883  he  was  elected  to  Congress  and  served 
in  the  Forty-eighth,  the  Forty-ninth  and  the  Fiftieth  Congresses.  In 
Congress  he  became  one  of  a group  of  Democrats  who  made  those 
congresses  famous,  and  the  names  of  Wilkins,  Cox,  Randall,  Crisp, 
Carlisle,  Morrison  and  Hurd  will  long  remain  notable  in  American 
history.  Mr.  Wilkins  became  chairman  of  the  committee  on  Banking 
and  Currency  and  was  known  as  a Randall  Democrat  because  of  his 
belief  in  the  protective  tariff.  In  January,  1889,  just  before  his  re- 
tirement from  Congress,  Mr.  Wilkins  acquired  a majority  interest  in 
the  Washington  Post.  It  may  justly  be  said  of  him  that  the  Washing- 
ton Post  owes  its  influence  and  greatness  to  him.  His  policy  was  to 
make  it  an  independent  paper,  devoted  to  the  best  interests  of  Wash- 
ington and  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  this  policy  he  carried  out 
scrupulously  and  the  great  prestige  of  the  Post  dates  from  the  time 
when  it  passed  under  his  control.  In  1 894  he  became  editor  and  pub- 
lisher of  the  Post  and  continued  in  that  capacity  until  failing  health 
forced  him  into  partial  retirement.  He  had  great  confidence  in  the 
future  of  Washington  and  invested  largely  in  its  enterprises,  becoming 
a stockholder  in  many  prominent  corporations  and  financial  institu- 
tions which  have  contributed  greatly  to  the  prosperity  of  the  Capital 
City.  He  was  a member  of  the  Board  of  Trade  and  the  Business 
Men’s  Association,  a Trustee  of  the  Historical  Society  of  the  District 
of  Columbia  and  served  on  important  committees  in  connection  with 
the  inaugural  and  celebration  of  the  Capital  Centennial  and  other  not- 
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able  events.  He  had  a broad  sympathy  with  humanity  and  for  years 
was  Treasurer  of  the  Citizens*  Relief  Committee,  which  raised  large 
sums  yearly  for  the  deserving  poor  of  the  city.  Mr.  Wilkins  married 
Emily  J.  Robinson,  October  18,  1870,  at  Marysville,  Ohio.  Two 
sons,  John  F.  and  Robert  C.  survive  their  father.  Beriah  Wilkins 
died  June  7,  1903. 

Charles  Frederick  Vollmer  was  born  at  New  Washing- 
ton, Crawford  County,  Ohio,  October  3,  1871.  He  passed  through 
the  high  school  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  entered  the  Ohio  North- 
ern University  at  Ada,  Ohio,  where  he  took  the  scientific  course  for 
two  terms.  He  taught  school  four  winters  and  then  became  agent 
and  telegraph  operator  for  the  Lake  Erie  and  Pennsylvania  Ry.,  and 
was  so  occupied  for  twelve  years.  In  1 906  he  settled  at  Bucyrus  and 
entered  the  service  of  the  Carroll  Foundry  Company  as  bookkeeper 
and  shipping  clerk. 

Mr.  Vollmer,  like  his  father  before  him,  is  an  ardent  and  active 
Democrat.  At  New  Washington  he  was  City  Clerk  and  chairman  of 
the  Democratic  executive  committee.  He  was  also  President  of  the 
Democratic  Club  during  two  campaigns  and  was  delegate  to  both 
state  and  congressional  conventions.  He  was  also  a member  of  the 
Board  of  Education  at  New  Washington.  In  Bucyrus  he  has  been  a 
member  of  the  central  committee  for  five  years  and  secretary  of  the 
county  central  committee,  of  which  he  is  at  present  chairman.  In 
1910  he  was  nominated  for  sheriff  on  the  Democratic  ticket  and  was 
defeated  by  only  a small  majority.  Mr.  Vollmer  is  a member  of  the 
B.  P.  O.  E.,  the  Eagles  and  the  German  Lutheran  Church  and  is 
highly  respected  as  a citizen. 

Mr.  Vollmer’s  father,  John  M.  Vollmer,  was  born  in  Germany. 
He  was  a blacksmith  by  trade  and  came  to  America,  settling  in  New 
Washington  in  1 866.  He  married  Mary  C.  Walters,  who  was  of  Ger- 
man extraction,  but  was  a native  of  Crawford  County.  Her  parents 
came  from  Germany  and  were  among  the  early  settlers  of  Crawford 
County.  In  1898  Charles  Frederick  Vollmer  married  Rosena,  daugh- 
ter of  George  and  Caroline  (Graffmiller)  Whitcum,  of  New  Wash- 
ton. 
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General  Charles  C.  Weybrecht,  one  of  Ohio’s  distin- 
guished citizens,  has  become  such  through  modest  but  efficient  devo- 
tion to  duty  in  every  capacity  in  which  his  abilities  and  energies  have 
been  engaged.  He  is  a successful  business  man,  being  engaged  in  the 
lumber  trade  at  Alliance,  Stark  County,  Ohio.  He  is  also  a soldier  by 
profession  and  one  of  the  most  enthusiastic  National  Guardsmen  in  the 
state.  He  is  a Democrat  by  birth,  instinct  and  training,  and  though 
not  inclined  to  make  politics  a profession  he,  in  1 898,  led  the  Demo- 
crats of  the  Eighteenth  Congressional  district  in  that  campaign,  and  re- 
duced the  Republican  plurality  from  1 1 ,000  to  2,000.  He  was  a 
delegate  to  the  National  Democratic  Convention  in  Kansas  City  in 

1900. 

Gen.  Weybrecht’s  father  was  born  in  Alsace-Lorraine,  and  came 
to  Alliance  in  1 854.  There  he  wedded,  and  there  became  the  father 
of  eight  children  six  of  whom  are  living.  Of  the  living  Hon.  Benja- 
min F.  Weybrecht  was  a member  of  the  Sixty-Ninth  General  Assem- 
bly. Three  sisters  are  married.  The  youngest  of  the  family  is 
Andrew. 

Gen.  Weybrecht  was  born  in  Alliance  in  1868.  He  was  edu- 
cated in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  city  and  at  the  Ohio  State 
University  where  he  graduated  in  the  class  of  1890.  In  1894  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Emelie  Brosius.  It  was  in  1892  that  Gen.  Weybrecht  en- 
tered the  Ohio  National  Guard.  His  promotion  was  rapid.  He  was 
made  Captain  of  Co.  K,  Eighth  Ohio  Infantry  in  May  of  that  year; 
was  promoted  to  Major  June  3,  1892;  served  in  the  Spanish  War  as 
major  of  the  Eighth  O.  V.  I.;  was  at  the  siege  of  Santiago  from  July 
8 until  the  surrender;  was  transferred  from  Santiago  August  3,  1898, 
to  Camp  Wyckoff,  Montauk  Point,  L.  I. ; and  mustered  out  of  the  U. 
S.  Service  with  the  regiment  November  26,  the  same  year. 

In  1899  he  was  elected  Lieutenant  Colonel  of  the  Eighth  Infan- 
try, served  on  the  staffs  of  Governors  Nash,  Herrick  and  Pattison, 
and  was  appointed  Adjutant  General  by  Governor  Harmon,  January 
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4,  1909,  with  the  rank  of  Brigadier  General.  While  a member  of 
the  Ohio  National  Guard,  Gen.  Weybrecht  served  in  sixteen  active 
calls  for  troops  and  had  command  at  Plum  Run  during  the  mining 
troubles  some  years  go.  General  Weybrecht’s  conduct  of  the  Adju- 
tant General’s  department  has  won  merited  praise  from  the  most 
searching  of  military  critics. 

T.  Erven  Wells,  son  of  William  and  Malinda  (Worley) 
Wells,  was  born  in  Wood  County,  Virginia,  now  West  Virginia, 
in  1855.  He  received  his  early  education  in  the  grammar  school 
of  his  native  place  and  began  to  learn  the  trade  of  printing  at  the 
age  of  thirteen.  In  1883  he  embarked  in  the  newspaper  business 
in  Nelsonville  where  he  has  become  a prominent  figure  both  in  busi- 
ness and  politics.  He  has  been  Editor  of  the  Buckeye  News  for 
twenty-five  years  and  is  one  of  the  best  known  newspaper  men  in 
the  state.  He  has  served  several  times  as  a member  of  the  Demo- 
cratic Central  and  Executive  Committees  of  Athens  County  and 
has  been  a delegate  to  every  state  convention  for  a number  of  years, 
including  the  convention  that  nominated  James  E.  Campbell  for 
his  second  term  in  1891.  He  was  a member  of  the  Resolution 
Committee  on  Free  Silver  at  16  to  1 at  that  Convention  and  was 
also  a member  of  the  convention  which  nominated  John  M.  Patti- 
son. 

In  1908  he  ran  for  Mayor  of  Nelsonville  on  the  Independent 
ticket  and  was  elected.  At  the  expiration  of  his  term  in  1910  he 
was  reelected,  winning  in  a three  cornered  fight. 

On  April  26th,  1883,  T.  Erven  Wells  married  Dennie  A. 
Poston.  They  have  three  children,  namely:  Bruce,  Miss  Leona 
May  and  Mrs.  W.  H.  Grady. 

Bruce  Wells  was  educated  at  Ohio  University  where  he  spent 
two  years,  and  at  the  Ohio  State  Law  School  where  he  took  the 
full  three  years’  course  and  was  duly  admitted  to  the  bar.  He  has 
been  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  in  Nelsonville  since  1909,  and 
is  also  Deputy  Auditor  of  the  City.  He  is  a member  of  the  B.  P.  O. 
E.  Lodge  No.  543  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias  Lodge  No.  169. 
His  college  fraternity  is  the  Delta  Tau  Delta. 
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Judge  Curtis  C.  Williams,  of  Columbus,  comes  of  Demo- 
cratic ancestry.  Well,  indeed,  has  he  combined  all  the  traits  both  of 
his  religious  training  and  of  Democracy  in  his  achievements.  Well 
does  he  sustain  the  same  traits  both  at  the  Ohio  bar  and  with  the  De- 
mocracy of  the  state.  His  grandfather,  the  late  Hon.  Joseph  E.  Wil- 
liams, and  his  father,  the  late  Hon.  Richard  Gilson  Williams  were 
both  noted  for  their  interest  in  public  affairs  and  in  the  politics  of  their 
state  and  their  country.  Joseph  F.  Williams,  the  grandfather,  was 
born  in  Chester  County,  Pennsylvania,  August  15,  1809.  He  was  a 
son  of  Edward  Williams,  of  Welsh  Irish  ancestry  and  an  early  resi- 
dent of  that  county.  He  learned  the  trade  of  blacksmith  in  Columbi- 
ana county  and  became  the  maker  of  intricate  mechanical  devices  used 
in  mills  and  factories.  He  wedded  Miss  Mary  Gilson  soon  after 
reaching  his  majority,  the  two  becoming  residents  of  Salineville,  near 
which  place  he  purchased  a large  farm,  in  the  development  of  which 
he  became  deeply  and  profitably  interested.  He  was  noted  for  his 
intense  love  of  the  study  of  public  questions  and  for  his  devotion  to 
the  Democratic  party  which  elected  him  to  the  lower  house  of  the 
legislature  in  1845  and  1847,  and  to  the  senate  in  1847.  He  was  a 
contemporary  of  Vallandigham,  and  while  they  were  warm  friends 
they  were  not  infrequently  rivals  for  party  honors.  Joseph  F.  Wil- 
liams died  December  1 1,  1882,  at  the  age  of  73  years,  honored  and 
beloved  by  a circle  of  friends  that  swept  far  beyond  the  confines  of 
Columbiana  county. 

Richard  Gilson  Williams,  physician,  merchant  and  a man  of 
note  in  public  affairs  and  policies  of  both  state  and  country,  filled 
numerous  public  offices  in  such  a manner  as  to  reflect  the  greatest 
credit  upon  himself  and  with  great  benefit  to  his  constituencies.  He 
was  a member  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Ohio  from  1875  until 
1880.  He  was  a member  of  important  committees  and  the  author  of 
a number  of  valuable  measures  that  became  laws,  as  well  as  being  act- 
ive in  the  re-codification  of  the  laws  of  Ohio  in  the  later  seventies  and 
early  eighties.  He  was  prominent  in  many  Democratic  State  Conven- 
tions and  was  well  known  throughout  Ohio. 
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Judge  Curtis  C.  Williams  was  born  in  Hanover,  Columbiana 
County,  in  1861.  He  is  of  Scotch-Irish-Welsh  descent.  His  early 
life  was  spent  in  Alliance,  Stark  County,  where  he  graduated  from 
Mt.  Union  College  in  1883.  After  educational  work  for  a time  he 
went  to  Columbus  where  he  entered  the  law  office  of  Converse,  Booth 
& Keating  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1 886. 

He  was  elected  prosecuting  attorney  of  Franklin  County  in  1891 , 
failed  of  reelection  in  1 893  by  1 09  votes  by  reason  of  the  Republican 
landslide  that  year,  but  ran  more  than  2,000  votes  ahead  of  his  ticket. 
The  Republican  plurality  in  the  county  that  year  was  2,500. 

Judge  Williams  was  nominated  and  elected  to  the  Common 
Pleas  Judgeship  in  1897,  leading  his  ticket  by  500  votes.  Judge 
Williams  married  Miss  Margaret  Owen  of  Columbus  in  1 893.  They 
have  five  children,  Elmira  A.,  Curtis  C.  Jr.,  Margaret  Iola,  Marie 
Owen  and  Arthur  Frost  Williams. 

Judge  Williams  is  a Thirty-Second  Degree  Mason  Past  Com- 
mander of  Mt.  Vernon  Commandery  No.  1 1,  Knights  Templar  and  a 
member  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  also  an  Odd  Fellow  and  an  Elk 
and  is  active  in  all  the  societies  of  which  he  is  a member. 


Benjamin  F.  WeLTY  was  born  at  Bluffton,  Allen  County, 
Ohio,  August  9,  1870,  and  attended  the  public  schools  until  six- 
teen years  of  age.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  began  teaching  in 
his  home  town  and  for  the  next  five  years  taught  school  in  Ohio 
and  Indiana.  During  that  period,  however,  he  attended  the  Tri- 
State  Normal  School  at  Angola,  Indiana,  for  two  terms.  Later  he 
took  the  literary  course  at  Ohio  Northern  University,  Ada,  Ohio, 
and  after  graduating  therefrom  entered  the  Law  Department  of  the 
University  of  Michigan  at  Ann  Arbor,  in  1 894.  In  1 896  he  graduated 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Ohio  during  the  same  year.  He  at 
once  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Lima  but  continued  to 
reside  in  Bluffton  and  in  1897  was  elected  City  Solicitor  of  Bluffton, 
which  office  he  filled  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  Spanish-Ameri- 
can  War,  in  which  he  served  as  a private  in  Company  C,  Second  Ohio 
Volunteer  Infantry.  After  the  war  he  was  appointed  Chief  Commis- 
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sary  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  which  office  he  still  retains.  After  his 
return  from  the  War  he  resumed  his  law  practice  in  Lima  and  in 
1903  was  elected  Prosecuting  Attorney,  winning  by  a large  majori- 
ty. At  the  expiration  of  his  first  term  he  was  reelected  in  1908  and 
during  his  incumbency  of  the  office  of  Prosecuting  Attorney  made 
an  enviable  record  for  fearlessness  and  equity.  He  uncovered  many, 
irregularities  and  vigorously  prosecuted  the  guilty.  During  his  term 
he  proceeded  against  a number  of  trusts  that  were  doing  business  in 
restraint  of  trade  and  caused  the  guilty  to  be  punished.  There  have 
been  no  more  eventful  years  in  the  history  of  Allen  County  than  the 
years  when  he  was  Prosecuting  Attorney.  It  is  said  of  him  that  he 
never  falters  in  the  face  of  duty  and  that  where  he  is  obligated  or 
where  the  law  is  to  be  enforced  he  follows  the  straight  line  of  duty 
without  regard  to  persons.  With  the  most  gentle  of  temperaments 
he  is  at  the  same  time  a born  fighter  when  making  a claim  for 
justice. 

Mr.  Welty  is  a hard  worker  for  the  principles  of  pure  Democra- 
cy and  is  well  known  as  a forceful  campaigner,  not  only  in  Allen 
County,  but  beyond  its  borders.  He  has  served  as  delegate  to  state, 
congressional  and  judicial  conventions  and  has  taken  the  stump  for 
his  Party  in  several  campaigns.  In  1910  he  was  chairman  of  the 
County  Executive  Committee.  Once,  with  reluctance,  he  permit- 
ted the  use  of  his  name  for  the  nomination  for  Congress  from  the 
Fourth  Congressional  District,  but  owing  to  the  pressure  of  his  ex- 
tensive practice,  made  only  a limited  campaign  and  was  defeated, 
although  he  made  a remarkably  good  run,  under  the  circumstances. 

Mr.  Welty’s  father,  Fred  Welty,  a prosperous  farmer  of  Allen 
County,  was  a native  of  Switzerland.  He  immigrated  to  America 
about  1832  and  became  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Allen  County.  He 
married  Catherine  Steiner  who  was  also  a native  of  Switzerland  and 
a granddaughter  of  the  First  Elder  of  the  Midnight  Sun  Church. 
In  1903  Benjamin  F.  Welty  married  Cora,  daughter  of  A.  Goot- 
shalk,  of  Berne,  Indiana.  She  is  a literary  woman  of  splendid  tal- 
ent and  the  authoress  of  the  well  known  novel,  “The  Masquerad- 
ing of  Margaret,”  which  was  inspired  by  the  surroundings  of  her  own 
home  in  Indiana. 
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CHARLES  A.  Weiser  was  born  in  Lehigh  County  Pennsyl- 
vania, July  23,  1861.  After  passing  through  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  county  he  left  the  place  of  his  birth  and  came  to  Wayne 
County,  Ohio,  locating  in  Baughman  Township,  where  he  spent 
the  years  of  his  boyhood  working  on  a farm,  his  spare  moments 
being  spent  in  the  study  of  the  law,  afterwards  he  entered  the  law 
school  at  Ada,  Ohio,  and  after  completing  his  law  course  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  1898.  In  the  year  1899,  he  formed  a part- 
nership with  Judge  Weygandt  which  partnership  continued  until 
the  fall  of  1908,  when  Mr.  Weygandt  was  elected  Judge  of  the 
court  of  common  pleas. 

Mr.  Weiser  is  one  of  the  active  Democrats  of  Wayne  County 
and  is  at  present  chairman  of  the  County  Executive  Committee,  a 
position  he  has  filled  for  a number  of  years.  In  the  year  1899  he 
moved  to  the  City  of  Wooster,  where  he  has  since  resided  with  his 
family,  and  where  he  has  been  actively  engaged  in  the  practice  of  the 
law.  He  served  for  seven  years  as  president  of  the  Wooster  City 
Council,  is  a member  of  the  Wooster  Board  of  Trade,  and  at  pres- 
ent is  one  of  the  directors,  and  chairman  of  the  legal  committee. 

Mr.  Weiser  was  elected  to  the  Ohio  Legislature  in  the  fall  of 
1889  and  reelected  to  the  same  office  in  the  fall  of  1893.  He  has 
been  a delegate  to  numerous  conventions,  and  always  takes  an  active 
part  in  every  campaign,  whether  County  or  State,  and  is  one  of  the 
ablest  campaign  orators  in  the  County. 

As  a lawyer  he  ranks  among  the  ablest  men  of  the  Wayne 
County  bar,  and  enjoys  a large  and  lucrative  practice,  his  reputa- 
tion for  honesty,  integrity,  straightforwardness  of  character,  and  fidelity 
to  his  clients,  and  all  confidences  and  trusts  committed  to  him,  whether 
professional  or  otherwise,  is  fully  established.  His  pathways  are  along 
the  moral  levels  of  the  world,  and  he  preserves  the  symmetry  of  a noble 
life  by  emphasizing  his  achievements  to  the  higher  ideals  of  the  mind  by 
defending  the  truth,  the  right,  and  by  aiming  to  preserve  the  perfect 
proportions  of  truth. 

Mr.  Weiser  is  a member  of  the  English  Reform  Church,  and 
one  of  its  most  liberal  supporters.  Fraternally  he  belongs  to  the 
order  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  order  of  Eagles. 
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Mr.  Weiser’s  father,  Christian  Weiser,  was  born  in  Baden, 
Germany,  and  immigrated  to  America  when  a boy,  locating  in  Lehigh 
County,  Pa.  His  mother  was  Angelina  Knauss,  whose  ancestors 
were  among  the  early  pioneers  of  this  country.  The  Knauss  reunions 
which  are  held  every  two  years  are  attended  by  representatives  of 
this  celebrated  family  from  almost  every  state  in  the  Union.  Charles 
A.  Weiser  married  Malinda  B.  Shafer,  a native  of  Wayne  County, 
Ohio,  a descendant  of  one  of  the  oldest  pioneer  families  of  Wayne 
County,  Ohio.  They  have  an  interesting  family  of  six  children, 
five  boys,  and  one  girl.  Their  beautiful  home  on  Pittsburg  Avenue 
is  one  of  the  ideal  homes  of  Wooster. 

Judge  N.  P.  Whalen  was  born  in  the  city  of  Utica,  New 
York,  in  1839,  and  was  educated  at  Whitesboro  Seminary,  Niagara 
University  and  the  Michigan  Law  School.  He  left  New  York  state 
for  a while  and  settled  in  the  city  of  Cleveland.  He  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  1888  and  has  since  practiced  his  profession  in  Cleveland 
where  he  has  built  up  a high  reputation  not  only  as  a counselor  but  as 
an  advocate  of  unusual  ability. 

Judge  Whalen  has  been  a Democrat  since  he  was  old  enough 
to  take  part  in  politics  and  has  been  an  able  and  willing  worker  for 
the  Democracy  upon  all  occasions.  He  has  been  a regular  attendant 
at  state  conventions  for  the  past  twenty  years  and  is  now  highly  es- 
teemed by  leading  Democrats  in  every  part  of  the  state.  He  has 
been  an  admirable  public  speaker  and  his  services  have  always  been 
in  demand  not  only  in  Cleveland  but  throughout  the  state  as  a Demo- 
cratic orator  during  campaigns.  He  was  elected  Judge  of  the  Police 
Court  in  Cleveland  and  served  until  1908.  His  conduct  of  the  af- 
fairs of  the  Police  Court  was  admirable  and  while  faithfully  admin- 
istering the  law  he  never  forgot  that  the  unfortunates  appearing  before 
him  were  human  beings  and  his  sentences  were  always  designed  to  be 
corrective  and  remedial.  Since  the  expiration  of  his  term  as  Judge 
he  has  been  actively  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession. 


440 


THE  DEMOCRATIC  PARTY  OF  OHIO 


JOHN  F.  Ward. — Capable  as  a lawyer  and  ardent  as  a Demo- 
crat, John  F.  Ward,  of  Columbus,  has  taken  long  strides  toward  be- 
coming a state  figure  in  politics.  Though  still  a young  man  he  has 
accomplished  much.  Born  in  1873  and  educated  in  the  common 
schools,  he  became  a teacher  and  then  completed  his  early  academic 
and  collegiate  training  in  the  Zanesville  Business  College  and  at  the 
Ohio  State  University  where  he  was  graduated  from  the  law  depart- 
ment, being  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1898.  His  first  political  spurs 
were  won  as  a member  of  the  Franklin  County  Democratic  Central 
Committee,  upon  which  he  served  in  1900  and  1901.  He  was  the 
Democratic  candidate  for  Police  Judge  of  Columbus  in  1900.  In 
1901  he  presided  over  the  Democratic  State  opening  meeting  when 
Col.  James  Kilbourne  was  the  candidate  for  Governor.  He  was 
secretary  of  the  Franklin  County  Democratic  Executive  Committee 
in  1902  and  served  on  the  same  committee  in  1904-1906.  Mr.  Ward 
is  an  untiring  student  of  public  questions  and  is  an  orator  of  more 
than  ordinary  power,  his  services  on  the  stump  being  in  demand  when- 
ever he  is  best  known.  Mr.  Ward  is  a member  of  the  firm  of  Ward 
& Schlessinger,  Central  National  Bank  Building,  Columbus,  Ohio. 

Elias  Van  Scoyk,  Recorder  for  Montgomery  County,  Ohio, 
is  one  of  the  best-known  business  men  in  the  city  of  Dayton  as  well 
as  one  of  the  most  popular  Democrats.  He  was  born  in  Madison 
Township,  Montgomery  County,  in  1862,  and  after  his  school  days 
entered  upon  a business  career.  He  has  been  engaged  in  the  nursery 
and  grocery  business  for  many  years  and  has  been  distinctly  success- 
ful in  both. 

Mr.  Van  Scoyk  has  always  taken  a warm  interest  in  the  suc- 
cess of  the  Democratic  Party,  for  which  he  was  working  before  he 
became  of  age.  While  still  a young  man  he  had  gained  the  confi- 
dence and  esteem  of  the  public  to  a degree  that  is  seldom  attained  be- 
fore ripened  years  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-three  was  placed  in  a ju- 
dicial position,  being  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Harrison  Town- 
ship in  1885.  He  has  been  delegate  many  times  to  county  conven- 
tions and  is  always  active  in  campaigns.  He  was  a member  of  the 
Old  Gravel  Hall  Democratic  Club  during  its  existence,  and  is  at 


THE  DEMOCRATIC  PARTY  OF  OHIO 


441 


present  an  active  member  of  the  Gem  City  Democratic  Club,  the  Jef- 
ferson Democratic  Club,  the  Thurman  Club  and  the  Northern  Day- 
ton  Democratic  Club.  He  is  also  a member  of  the  Dayton  Chamber 
of  Commerce.  In  1 908  he  was  a candidate  for  the  office  of  County 
Recorder  and  was  defeated  by  131  votes,  but  was  renominated  in 
1910  and  won  the  election. 

Elias  Van  Scoyk’s  parents  were  William  and  Elizabeth  Van 
Scoyk.  On  August  20,  1 884,  he  married  Miss  Anna  White.  He  is 
a member  of  the  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Elks. 

EDWARD  T.  Wetzler  was  born  in  Columbus,  Ohio,  in  1862, 
and  after  receiving  a common  school  education  began  to  learn  the 
trade  of  a printer;  beginning  at  the  bottom  he  made  himself  master 
of  his  business  completely  and  thoroughly.  His  father,  Thomas 
Wetzler,  was  a newspaper  man,  well  known  in  central  Ohio  twenty 
or  thirty  years  ago.  In  1809  the  Ohio  Eagle  was  established,  which 
is  the  oldest  paper  in  the  state  and  which  has  been  Democratic  in  pol- 
itics throughout  its  entire  career.  Mr.  Thos.  Wetzler  bought  the  paper 
in  1870.  Upon  the  death  of  Thomas  Wetzler  in  1899  the  paper 
passed  into  the  hands  of  his  children  and  has  since  been  conducted  by 
Edward  and  Charles  Wetzler  as  editors  and  publishers. 

Edward  T.  Wetzler  learned  politics  from  his  father,  who  was 
a contemporary  of  the  great  Jefferson,  and  has  supported  that  party 
earnestly  and  vigorously  all  his  life.  His  efforts  for  Democracy  are 
not  confined  to  the  columns  of  The  Lancaster  Eagle , daily  and  weekly, 
in  which  the  Party  is  ably  represented,  but  Mr.  Wetzler  personally 
takes  an  active  part  in  the  work  and  councils  of  the  Democratic  organ- 
ization of  Fairfield  County.  He  has  served  on  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee and  the  State  Central  Committee  representing  the  Eleventh 
District  several  times  and  has  fought  through  many  strenuous  cam- 
paigns. 

Charles  W.  Wetzler,  who  is  associated  with  Edward  T.  Wetz- 
ler in  the  conduct  of  The  Lancaster  Eagle , daily  and  weekly,  is  re- 
garded as  one  of  the  representative  business  men  of  the  city  of  Lan- 
caster and  was  connected  for  twelve  years  with  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Columbus,  Ohio. 
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Walter  R.  Weidman  was  born  at  Marysville,  Ohio,  July 
12,  1875,  and  attended  the  common  school  until  sixteen  years  of 
age,  when  circumstances  made  it  necessary  for  him  to  leave  school 
and  begin  to  work  for  a living.  At  that  age  he  entered  a factory 
where  he  remained  for  some  years,  working  himself  up  to  the  posi- 
tion of  Assistant  Superintendent.  In  1903  he  started  in  business 
for  himself  and  formed  the  partnership  of  Kennedy  & Weidman. 
Later  he  bought  out  his  partner’s  interest  and  organized  the  W.  R. 
Weidman  & Co.,  a concern  which  subsequently  became  the  Weid- 
man Bros.  Manufacturing  Co. 

From  the  age  of  twenty-one  Mr.  Weidman  has  taken  an  active 
part  in  political  affairs  of  his  county.  In  1896,  during  the  Bryan 
campaign,  he  was  made  Secretary  of  the  County  Central  Commit- 
tee and  has  held  that  position  almost  continuously  ever  since.  He 
has  also  been  secretary  of  the  congressional  committee  and  chair- 
man and  secretary  of  the  senatorial  committee,  of  which  he  is  at 
present  secretary  for  the  Thirteenth  District.  He  is  a good  organ- 
izer and  a hard  political  worker  and  from  primary  to  election  day 
he  is  always  in  the  thick  of  the  fight,  striving  for  Party  success.  For 
six  years  he  was  a member  of  the  Board  of  Deputy  State  Supervisors 
of  Elections  and  is  now  Clerk  of  that  board.  Although  a hard 
worker  for  his  Party  he  has  never  sought  any  preferment  for  him- 
self and  the  positions  he  now  holds,  or  has  held,  have  come  to  him 
because  of  his  sterling  worth.  He  is  a member  of  the  Masonic 
Fraternity  and  has  passed  through  the  Blue  Lodge,  Chapter,  Council 
and  Commandery. 

'Mr.  Weidman’s  father,  John  Weidman,  was  born  in  Germany 
in  1831.  In  1840  he  came  to  America  and  settled  in  Union  Coun- 
ty, Ohio,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  pioneers.  He  is  still  living  at 
the  age  of  eighty.  He  married  Mary  Ferguson  of  New  York 
state,  who  died  eighteen  years  ago.  Their  living  children  are  Wal- 
ter R.,  James  O.  and  P.  R.  Weidman. 
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Congressman  George  White  was  born  in  Elmira,  New 
York,  August  21st,  1872.  His  parents  moved  to  Titusville,  Penn- 
sylvania, when  he  was  three  years  of  age  and  he  received  his  early 
education  in  the  schools  of  that  place,  graduating  from  the  high 
school  in  the  class  of  1891.  He  then  entered  Princeton,  taking  the 
academic  course,  and  was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1893  with  the 
degree  of  B.  A. 

After  completing  his  University  course  he  returned  to  Titusville 
and  taught  in  the  high  school  there  for  one  year,  during  which  time 
he  took  up  the  study  of  law,  but  abandoned  a professional  career  for 
commercial  pursuits  and  went  into  the  oil  business  in  Pittsburg,  Pa. 
For  a time  he  worked  as  a laborer  with  the  Devonian  Oil  Company 
in  the  Pennsylvania  oil  fields.  In  1898  he  went  to  the  Klondike 
where  he  remained  two  years  and  actively  engaged  in  placer  mining. 
Returning  to  Pennsylvania  he  again  engaged  in  the  oil  business  in 
Pittsburg,  came  to  Marietta,  Ohio,  in  1902,  to  engage  in  the  pro- 
duction of  crude  oil  and  natural  gas  as  head  of  the  firm  of  White  & 
McKelvey. 

Mr.  White  was  a resident  of  the  state  of  Ohio  three  years  when, 
in  1905,  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Legislature  as  Democratic  mem- 
ber from  Washington  County. 

At  the  request  of  the  late  Governor  John  M.  Pattison,  Mr. 
White  drew  and  introduced  a bill  revising  the  Oil  Inspection  Laws 
of  the  State.  Upon  the  passage  of  the  Bill  the  State  for  the  first  time 
received  a substantial  revenue  from  the  Department.  In  the  1908 
Session  of  the  General  Assembly  he  was  the  author  of  the  Joint 
Resolution  petitioning  Congress  to  submit  to  the  several  States  a 
Constitutional  Amendment  for  the  Election  of  United  States  Senators 
by  the  direct  vote  of  the  people.  In  1908  he  was  Democratic  can- 
didate for  Congress  for  the  13th  Congressional  District,  and  lost  by  57 
votes,  although  the  district  had  long  been  heavily  Republican.  In 
1910  he  was  again  nominated  for  Congress  and  was  elected  by  a ma- 
jority of  2049.  Congressman  White  has  the  distinction  of  being  a 
member  of  the  Sixty-Second  Congress  which  will  be  remembered  in  his- 
tory for  salutatory  legislation  carried  through  by  the  Democratic  major- 
ity and  popular  bills  passed  in  the  Democratic  House  which  were  ve- 
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toed  by  the  President.  He  also  has  the  distinction  of  being  one  of  the 
Democratic  Congressmen  who,  by  carrying  his  district,  gave  Ohio  a 
majority  of  Democrats  in  the  House  of  Representatives  at  Washing- 
ton, and  he  is  being  mentioned  freely  as  a gubernatorial  probability. 

Since  he  became  a permanent  resident  of  Marietta,  Congressman 
White  has  taken  an  active  part  in  Democratic  politics  and  has  been 
a delegate  to  all  the  county  and  state  conventions  for  the  past  ten 
years.  He  is  a prominent  member  of  both  the  Marietta  City  Club 
and  the  Country  Club,  and  is  affiliated  with  the  Elks,  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  and  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America. 

Congressman  White’s  parents  were  Charles  W.  and  Mary  S. 
(Back)  White.  His  father  died  in  1904;  his  mother  is  still  living 
and  resides  in  Pittsburg,  Pa.  On  September  25th,  1900,  George 
White  married  Charlotte  McKelvy  at  Titusville,  Pennsylvania,  and 
they  have  four  children,  namely:  David  McKelvy,  Mary  Louise, 

Charlotte  and  George,  Jr. 

In  1912  Congressman  White  was  reelected  over  strong  oppo- 
sition. 

JAMES  J.  Weadock  was  born  in  Lima,  Ohio,  September  4th, 
1873.  He  received  his  early  education  at  St.  Rose  parochial  school. 
In  1889  he  entered  the  Lima  High  School,  from  which  he  graduated 
in  the  class  of  1 892.  He  then  took  a course  in  Assumption  College, 
Sandwich,  Ontario,  Canada,  and  graduated  in  1894,  after  which  he 
entered  the  University  of  Michigan  at  Ann  Arbor  for  the  study  of 
law  and  graduated  therefrom  in  1896.  He  took  the  bar  examina- 
tion at  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  the  same  year. 
He  at  once  began  the  active  practice  of  his  profession  in  Lima  and 
soon  became  recognized  as  one  of  the  leading  young  lawyers  of  the 
county.  In  1900  he  became  a partner  in  the  law  firm  of  Motter,  Mac- 
kenzie & Weadock.  Mr.  Motter  died  in  1 907  and  the  firm  is  now  Mac- 
kenzie & Weadock  and  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  ablest  legal 
houses  in  the  state. 

Mr.  Weadock  comes  from  a staunch  Democratic  family  and 
has  been  an  active  worker  in  that  party  for  many  years.  He  has 
frequently  served  on  the  county  executive  committee,  has  been  chair- 
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man  of  the  city  executive  committee  and  delegate  to  judicial,  con- 
gressional and  state  conventions.  He  is  an  ardent  and  able  cam- 
paign worker  and  has  given  great  aid  to  his  Party  in  Allen  County 
in  several  campaigns.  In  1910  he  was  nominated  for  the  office 
of  Prosecuting  Attorney  and  was  elected  by  a splendid  majority. 
He  took  office  January  2nd,  1911,  and  is  adding  to  his  public  rep- 
utation by  his  able  conduct  of  the  affairs  of  the  Prosecutor’s  office. 
He  has  been  a member  of  the  Circuit  Court  committee  for  several 
years. 

On  June  24th,  1903,  James  J.  Weadock  married  Mary  A., 
daughter  of  Patrick  and  Mary  Cunningham.  Their  children  are, 
James  J.  and  Mary  L. ; Mr.  Weadock’s  father.  Dr.  Thomas  M. 
Weadock,  was  born  in  Canada  and  settled  in  Lima  in  1870.  He 
was  one  of  the  prominent  physicians  and  surgeons  of  Allen  County 
and  was  a public  spirited  citizen  and  an  active  Democrat  whose 
work  in  the  party  was  always  for  the  preferment  of  others.  He  died 
in  1905,  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven.  He  married  Catherine  Gorm- 
ley.  Their  children  are  J.  J.  Weadock,  Dr.  E.  G.  Weadock  and 
Miss  Catherine  Weadock,  a student  in  the  University  of  Michi- 
gan. 

PHILIP  WalthER  was  born  at  McKeesport,  Pennsylvania,  in 
1860,  but  came  to  Lima  in  his  early  youth  with  his  parents.  He  at- 
tended the  public  schools  until  seventeen  years  of  age,  after  which  he 
took  a course  in  the  Lima  Business  College.  He  was  then  engaged 
in  the  furniture  business  until  twenty-four  years  of  age  and  also  served 
for  some  time  in  the  Civil  Service.  In  1889  he  entered  the  County 
Auditor’s  office  and  in  1 893  was  elected  Auditor.  At  the  expiration 
of  his  term  he  was  reelected  and  served  in  all  until  1900  when  he 
embarked  in  the  plaster  business.  In  1909  he  became  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  of  the  Lima  Daily  News , an  independent  paper.  In  that 
year  also  he  became  a member  of  the  Board  of  Review  and  served 
two  terms. 
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John  H.  Willis  was  born  in  a log  house  on  his  father’s  farm 
in  Clinton  County,  Ohio,  September  19,  1867,  but  came  to  Marys- 
ville with  his  parents  when  six  years  of  age.  He  passed  through  the 
common  and  high  schools  of  Marysville  and  at  the  age  of  twenty 
began  teaching,  which  profession  he  followed  for  five  years.  While 
teaching  he  took  up  the  study  of  law  and  in  1892  entered  the  Ada 
Law  School  where  he  covered  a two  years’  course  in  one  year,  mak- 
ing a class  record  and  carrying  off  class  honors.  He  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  1893,  after  which  he  practiced  for  a short  time  in  Lima. 
Later  he  moved  to  North  Lewisburg,  Champaign  County,  and  finally, 
in  1902,  located  in  Marysville,  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  lead- 
ing lawyers  of  Union  County. 

Mr.  Willis  is  the  kind  of  a Democrat  who  gets  out  and  works 
for  Party  success  and  he  has  the  ability  to  make  his  work  very  effect- 
ive. He  is  a remarkably  fine  speaker  and  his  ability  as  a campaign 
orator  during  the  Bryan  campaigns  of  1 896  and  1 900,  when  he  spoke 
in  various  parts  of  the  state,  brought  him  into  prominence.  He  again 
became  conspicuous  by  his  speeches  during  the  Harmon  campaign 
of  1908.  He  is  also  an  unusually  successful  organizer  and  an  able 
man  on  committees  and  has  done  much  valuable  committee  work  in 
Union  County.  He  attends  almost  all  conventions  and  frequently  in  the 
capacity  of  delegate.  In  1911  he  was  elected  Prosecuting  Attorney, 
and  this  recognition  was  a tribute  to  his  ability  and  popularity  as 
Union  County  is  normally  1 600  Republican. 

In  March,  1903,  John  H.  Willis  married  Nellie  T.,  daughter 
of  Jacob  Fisher  of  Union  County.  They  have  two  children,  Roberta 
J.  and  Alma  May.  William  H.  Willis,  father  of  John  H.  Willis, 
was  a Democratic  wheel  horse  in  Union  County  in  his  day  and  worked 
untiringly  for  the  Party  in  committees  during  campaigns.  He  never 
sought  public  favor,  yet  was  frequently  given  township  offices,  but 
although  a hard  worker  in  every  way  he  was  a poor  man  and  Attorney 
Willis  had  to  blaze  out  his  own  way  to  success.  Mr.  Willis  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Odd  Fellows. 
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HARRY  W.  Wilson,  one  of  the  well  known  Democrats  of 
Ohio,  is  a prominent  business  man  and  printer  of  the  city  of  Cleve- 
land where  he  has  always  lived.  He  began  to  take  an  active  part 
in  politics  in  the  campaign  of  1896.  In  1897  he  was  Assistant  Ser- 
geant-at-Arms  and  was  delegate  to  the  National  Convention  at  Kan- 
sas City  in  1900.  As  the  minority  leader  in  the  state  delegation  he 
attracted  wide  attention.  In  1900  Mr.  Wilson  was  a member  of 
the  state  central  committee  and  also  of  the  state  executive  committee. 
In  the  same  year  he  was  chairman  of  the  county  committee,  but  re- 
signed the  chairmanship  in  1901  when  Johnson  was  nominated  for 
Mayor  of  Cleveland.  He  was  the  leader  of  the  opposition  to  John- 
son both  in  politics  and  the  various  franchise  fights  and  was  probably 
Johnson’s  most  bitter  opponent.  In  1907  he  attracted  such  a fol- 
lowing that  he  was  the  recognized  leader  of  the  opposition  to  John 
H.  Farley  and  others  who  for  years  had  controlled  the  Cuyahoga 
Democracy.  In  1908,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Ishmaelite  Club,  of 
which  Mr.  Wilson  was  the  organizer,  he  absolutely  controlled  the 
Cleveland  city  convention  and  the  state  delegation.  The  Ishmaelite 
Club  was  a secret  organization  and  was  probably  the  only  successful 
organization  of  that  nature  in  American  politics.  That  convention 
received  a great  deal  of  attention  from  the  Cleveland  newspapers. 

George  J.  C.  WlNTERMUTE,  M.  D.,  one  of  the  most  notable 
men  in  Mercer  County,  was  born  in  Licking  County,  July  22,  1841. 
After  passing  through  the  common  schools  he  entered  Ohio  Wesleyan 
University  at  Delaware  when  nineteen  years  of  age,  taking  the  scien- 
tific course.  While  he  was  a student  at  Delaware  the  War  of  the 
Rebellion  broke  out  and  he  was  one  of  the  one  hundred  students  who 
enlisted.  He  was  subsequently  appointed  to  the  Commissary  Depart- 
ment of  Railroads  at  Nashville,  Tennessee,  where  he  remained  until 
the  end  of  the  war.  In  November,  1865,  he  returned  home.  In  1866 
he  went  to  Missouri  and  began  teaching  and  also  attending  a private 
school.  He  was  so  occupied  for  four  years  and  in  1871  went  into 
mercantile  business  in  which  he  was  engaged  for  two  years.  In  the 
meantime  he  had  been  studying  medicine,  and,  in  1873,  entered  the 
Missouri  Medical  College  at  St.  Louis.  From  there  he  went  to  the 
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Cincinnati  Medical  College,  from  which  he  was  graduated.  He  re- 
turned to  Missouri  and  practiced  his  profession  for  one  year  when  he 
returned  to  his  native  state  and  settled  at  Lewis  Center,  Delaware 
County,  where  he  remained  until  1880,  when  he  settled  permanently 
in  Celina,  where  he  has  achieved  a high  reputation  both  in  medicine 
and  surgery.  He  has  been  Pension  Examiner  for  many  years  and  is 
surgeon  for  two  railway  companies. 

Dr.  Wintermute  is  a Democrat  from  principle  and  never  wavers 
in  his  allegiance  to  that  party.  He  has  served  the  county  as  coroner 
for  six  years,  having  been  appointed  to  that  position  when  the  coroner- 
elect  failed  to  qualify,  and  at  the  expiration  of  his  first  term  was  elected 
to  the  office.  He  is  at  present  a member  of  the  town  council  and 
has  been  so  for  the  past  seven  years.  In  November,  1912,  he  was 
elected  to  represent  his  county  in  the  80th  General  Assembly  as  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Representatives.  He  has  been  a Mason  for 
forty-six  years,  is  a member  of  the  Commandery  at  Columbus  and 
has  passed  to  the  Thirty-second  Degree.  He  is  also  a member  of 
the  Knights  of  Pythias.  In  1 880  Dr.  Wintermute  married  Mary  E. 
Darrah  of  Covington,  Kentucky,  a daughter  of  James  A.  Darrah, 
formerly  a professor  in  Webster  College,  St.  Louis.  They  have  four 
daughters,  Georgie,  wife  of  Dr.  F.  M.  Hellworth;  Leta,  who  resides 
in  Phoenix,  Arizona;  Katherine,  wife  of  Sherman  C.  Fisk,  of  Phoenix, 
Arizona,  and  Amelka,  who  resides  at  home. 

JUDGE  W.  E.  Weygandt  was  born  in  Wayne  County,  Ohio, 
June  1 , 1 864.  He  received  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools, 
and  took  his  college  course  at  Ohio  Northern  University  and  was  grad- 
uated in  the  class  of  1885.  He  put  himself  through  college  by  teach- 
ing in  the  winter  time  and  attending  college  in  the  summer,  constantly 
working  himself  toward  his  chosen  profession.  He  read  law  with 
A.  D.  Metz  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1894,  since  which  time  he 
has  been  engaged  in  the  active  practice  of  his  profession  and  has  come 
to  be  regarded  not  only  as  one  of  the  leading  lawyers  of  Ohio,  but 
one  of  the  best  public  officials  Wayne  County  has  ever  had. 

Judge  Weygandt  has  been  an  important  factor  in  the  Demo- 
cratic Party  of  Wayne  County  for  many  years  and  has  done  a great 
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deal  of  valuable  work  on  committees  and  at  conventions.  He  has 
served  on  the  Executive  Committee  repeatedly  and  has  been  chairman 
of  that  body  for  a number  of  years.  Also,  he  has  been  delegate, 
not  only  to  county  conventions  but  to  state  conventions.  He  was 
elected  Prosecuting  Attorney  of  the  City  of  Wooster  in  1897  and 
filled  that  office  so  ably  that  he  was  retained  in  it  for  six  years,  or  until 

1904. 

In  1898  he  was  elected  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
for  the  Third  sub-Division  of  the  Sixth  District  including  the  counties 
of  Coshocton,  Holmes  and  Wayne.  He  took  office  January  1st, 

1909,  and  serves  until  December  31st,  1914. 

Judge  Weygandt’s  father  was  J.  K.  Weygandt,  who  was  born 
in  Stark  County  in  1840.  His  mother  was  Mary  (Downer)  Wey- 
gandt, who  was  born  in  Jefferson  County  in  1843.  Judge  Weygandt 
married  Cora  Mock  of  Stark  County,  on  August  1st,  1886.  They 
have  three  children,  Carl,  Ross  and  Ola. 

Vincent  Vavier  WalKINSHAW  was  born  at  Johnstown, 
Pennsylvania,  February  14,  1867,  and  is  the  son  of  John  C.  and  Ruth 
Walkinshaw.  John  C.  Walkinshaw  was  yardmaster  for  the  Pennsyl- 
vania railroad  at  Johnstown  for  many  years  and  was  an  active  Demo- 
crat and  a highly-esteemed  man. 

Vincent  V.  Walkinshaw  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
Johnstown  and  began  to  take  an  active  interest  in  politics  when  he 
was  eighteen  years  of  age.  In  1894  he  settled  in  Lorain,  Ohio,  and  has 
been  a delegate  to  nearly  all  the  Congressional  and  District  conventions 
since  that  date.  He  has  also  been  a delegate  to  several  State  conven- 
tions, notably  that  of  1901  when  Col.  James  Kilbourne  was  nominated 
for  Governor  and  that  of  1908  when  Judson  Harmon  was  nomi- 
nated. He  was  elected  a member  of  the  Board  of  Public  Safety  in 
Lorain  in  1904  and  became  Director  of  Public  Safety  in  January, 

1910. 

Mr.  Walkinshaw  is  one  of  the  leading  and  most  active  Demo- 
crats of  Lorain  and  is  widely  known  throughout  the  state  as  a sin- 
cere political  worker  who  has  the  best  interests  of  his  Party  at  heart. 
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W.  C.  WYMAN  was  born  September  29,  1832,  in  County  Wex- 
ford, Ireland.  His  parents  were  Patrick  and  Mary  (Furlong)  Wy- 
man. 

W.  C.  Wyman  attended  school  in  Ireland  until  after  his  elev- 
enth birthday  when  he  sailed  for  America  as  a cabin  boy  under  his 
brother.  Captain  John  Wyman.  When  he  reached  this  country  he 
again  took  up  his  school  studies,  first  at  Newburyport,  Massachusetts, 
where  he  remained  for  nine  months,  after  which  he  went  to  sea  again 
for  a couple  of  years.  In  1848  the  ship  upon  which  he  was  sailing 
landed  at  New  Orleans  and  there  he  quit  the  sea  and  worked  his  way 
up  the  Mississippi  and  Ohio  rivers  to  Cincinnati.  In  Cincinnati  he 
worked  as  a grocery  clerk  for  some  time,  after  which  he  learned  the 
trade  of  plasterer.  He  remained  in  Cincinnati  until  1853  when  he 
came  to  Sidney,  Ohio,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade  until  1 875.  Since 
that  time  his  business  occupation  has  been  mainly  writing  insurance 
for  the  London  & Lancashire,  and  the  Liverpool  & London  & Globe 
Insurance  Companies  of  Liverpool,  England. 

Before  this  time  he  had  read  law  considerably  and  in  1874  had 
been  elected  Township  Trustee.  Before  his  term  of  trusteeship  ex- 
pired he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  Probate  Judge  in  1875  and  took 
office  in  1876.  In  1878  he  was  reelected  by  an  increased  majority 
and  served  six  years  in  all  as  Probate  Judge.  In  1885  he  was  elected 
Mayor  of  Sidney  and  served  two  years,  after  which  he  was  elected 
Justice  of  the  Peace  and  reelected  several  times,  so  that  altogether 
he  served  fifteen  years  in  that  office.  He  was  Public  Librarian  for 
years  and  has  been  member  of  the  Board  of  Health  of  Sidney.  At 
the  present  time  he  is  Health  Officer,  Registrar  of  Births  and  Deaths 
and  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Health. 

Mr.  Wyman  is  one  of  the  sterling  Democrats  of  Ohio  and  has 
held  a commission  for  the  performance  of  some  duty  from  every  gov- 
ernor from  William  Allen  down  to  Judson  Harmon.  He  voted  for 
one  Republican  President,  and  that  was  Abraham  Lincoln.  Mr. 
Wyman  voted  for  the  Great  Emancipator  because  he  did  not  be- 
lieve in  slavery.  Mr.  Wyman  is  one  of  the  most  upright  men  and 
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is  held  in  high  esteem  by  all  who  know  him.  At  the  advanced  age  of 
seventy-nine  he  is  still  an  active  man  and  is  in  his  office  every  day, 
except  Sunday,  from  8:00  A.  M.  to  3:00  P.  M. 

On  October  6th,  1856,  W.  C.  Wyman  married  Ellen  E.  Ryan, 
in  Piqua,  Ohio.  Their  family  consists  of  three  sons  and  three  daugh- 
ters. Charles  M.  Wyman,  Representative  from  Shelby  County  in 
the  Ohio  Legislature,  is  one  of  their  sons. 

CHARLES  M.  Wyman  is  not  only  one  of  the  best  known  busi- 
ness men  and  political  figures  of  Shelby  County  but  is  also  one  of  the 
ablest  and  most  highly  respected  legislators  of  the  state.  He  is  the 
son  of  W.  C.  and  Ellen  E.  (Ryan)  Wyman  and  was  born  at  Sidney, 
Ohio,  March  25th,  1873,  and  was  graduated  from  the  Sidney  High 
School  in  1892.  In  business  he  is  connected  with  Thedieck’s  Depart- 
ment Store  where  he  has  charge  of  the  advertising  for  the  house. 

Mr.  Wyman  has  been  actively  identified  with  the  Democratic 
Party  since  he  became  of  age  and  has  been  particularly  prominent 
since  he  entered  the  Legislature  in  1908.  During  his  first  term  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  he  gained  strength  with  his  constituents 
and  was  reelected  in  1910  by  an  increased  majority.  He  was  chair- 
man of  the  committee  on  elections  and  a member  of  the  taxation  and 
labor  committees;  also  one  of  the  special  committee  of  ten  that  draft- 
ed the  Workmen’s  Compensation  Bill  in  the  79th  General  Assembly, 
one  of  the  similar  special  committee  of  ten  that  drafted  the  original 
1%  Tax  Bill.  He  was  the  author  of  the  Wyman  Bill  embodying 
the  Oregon  plan  for  the  election  of  United  States  Senators  by  the 
people,  and  has  the  distinction  of  being  the  representative  who  cast 
the  deciding  vote  that  elected  Atlee  Pomerene  United  States  Senator 
in  January,  1910. 

Mr.  Wyman  is  an  eloquent  speaker  and  has  taken  part  in  all 
the  campaigns  in  his  county  since  he  became  active  in  politics.  He  is 
a Past  Exalted  Ruler  of  the  B.  P.  O.  E.,  Past  Worthy  President  of 
the  F.  O.  E.,  a member  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  the  Red  Men 
and  the  K.  O.  T.  M.  On  October  5th,  1909,  Charles  M.  Wyman 
married  Amelia  C.  Mayer. 
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H.  H.  Woodrow  was  bom  March  8,  1847.  In  1855  his 
father  moved  to  Nicholasville,  Kentucky,  and  H.  W.  Woodrow  at- 
tended the  old  academy  there  for  five  years.  When  the  Civil  War 
broke  out  the  family  moved  to  Columbus,  Ohio,  where  he  resumed 
his  studies,  but  he  got  the  most  of  his  education  through  the  private 
tuition  of  his  father  who  was  a Presbyterian  minister.  He  had  a nat- 
ural inclination  for  the  law  and  after  preparing  himself  for  that  pro- 
fession was  admitted  to  the  bar  October  1 , 1 880.  He  began  practice 
in  Chillicothe  and  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  leading  members  of  the 
bar  of  Ohio.  His  reputation  extends  beyond  the  borders  of  the  state 
and  he  has  tried  many  important  cases  in  Kansas  City,  Norfolk,  Co- 
umbus  and  other  cities.  He  was  the  attorney  in  the  case  of  the  Dismal 
Swamp  Contracting  Co.  vs.  The  Virginia  Land  & Lumber  Co.,  rep- 
resenting the  defendant,  which  was  a noted  case  in  legal  history  at 
Norfolk. 

Ever  since  he  took  up  his  residence  in  Chillicothe,  Mr.  Wood- 
row  has  been  identified  with  the  best  interests  of  the  Democratic  Party 
in  Ross  County  and  throughout  the  state.  He  has  been  delegate 
many  times  to  county,  congressional,  judicial  and  state  conventions 
and  has  frequently  taken  the  stump  for  his  party  since  the  memorable 
congressional  contest  of  Lawrence  T.  Neal,  in  which  campaign  he 
did  a great  deal  of  effective  speaking.  He  has  made  many  speeches 
for  Bryan  and  worked  for  Congressman  Claypool  when  that  gentle- 
man was  elected  to  the  House  of  Representatives  at  Washington. 
Mr.  Woodrow  was  chairman  of  the  Democratic  County  Committee 
for  several  years  and  has  frequently  been  tendered  the  Democratic 
nomination  for  important  offices,  but  has  uniformly  declined,  with  one 
exception.  In  1908  he  was  a candidate  for  Common  Pleas  Judge 
and  cut  down  the  Republican  majority  of  2,000  in  the  district  to  300, 
losing  by  that  small  margin.  Mr.  Woodrow  has  been  attorney  for  the 
Norfolk  & Western  Railroad  for  many  years.  He  is  Past  Exalted 
Ruler  of  the  Elks  and  was  elected  to  that  office  when  he  had  been  a 
member  of  the  order  only  three  years. 

On  December  30,  1869,  H.  W.  Woodrow  married  Miss  Minor, 
daughter  of  William  L.  Minor  of  Columbuc.  They  have  one  son. 
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William  M.  Woodrow,  who  is  superintendent  and  general  manager 
of  the  Chillicothe  Ice  Company,  and  one  grandchild,  Marian  Eliza- 
beth Woodrow.  H.  W.  Woodrow’s  father  was  Rev.  Thomas  Wood- 
row,  D.  D.,  who  was  born  in  Paisley,  Scotland,  in  1791.  He  mar- 
ried Harriet  Renick  of  Fauquier  County,  Virginia.  Woodrow  Wil- 
son, Governor  of  New  Jersey,  on  his  mother’s  side,  is  a relative  of 
H.  W.  Woodrow. 

Mayor  Wallace  D.  Yaple,  of  Chillicothe,  has  had  the  good 
fortune  to  have  the  people  of  his  resident  city  express  their  confidence 
in  his  personal  worth  and  political  integrity  in  a manner  such  as  has 
fallen  to  few  other  mayors  in  the  history  of  Ohio.  Five  times  in  suc- 
cession he  has  been  elected  mayor  of  the  historical  county  seat  of  Ross 
county,  and  one  time  capitol  of  the  commonwealth.  He  was  first 
elected  to  the  mayorality  in  1901  and  reelected  in  1903,  1905,  1907, 
and  1909.  Wallace  D.  Yaple  was  born  in  Vinton  County,  Ohio, 
May  2,  1870.  Educated  in  the  district  school  he  taught  from  1887 
to  1 892.  Studying  law  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1 894.  Being 
a tireless  worker  for  the  Democracy  he  was  a candidate  of  his  party 
for  Probate  Judge  of  Ross  County  in  1896,  but  was  defeated.  He 
was  elected  City  Solicitor  of  Chillicothe  in  1897,  and  reelected  in 
1899.  He  has  done  much  to  re-organize  the  party  in  Ross  County, 
a county  whose  traditions  should  naturally  incline  toward  the  De- 
mocracy. His  manner  and  his  methods  as  an  administrative  official 
as  well  as  his  personal  and  professional  integrity  have  made  of  his  ad- 
ministration one  of  the  most  beneficial  so  far  as  Chillicothe  is  con- 
cerned the  city  has  ever  known. 

Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  Mayor  Yaple’s  official  duties  oc- 
cupy so  much  of  his  time  and  attention,  his  law  practice,  one  of  the 
most  lucrative  of  any  attorney  at  the  bar  of  Southern  Ohio  has  not 
depreciated  and  he  today  holds  his  place  as  one  of  the  premier  law- 
yers of  that  section. 
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CHARLES  Henry  Wirmel  was  born  in  the  city  of  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  December  14,  1870,  and  after  passing  through  the  common 
schools  entered  the  Ohio  Mechanics  Institute  where  he  covered  the 
course  for  Mechanical  Engineering,  and  since  leaving  college  has 
been  constantly  engaged  in  professional  work.  He  was  Chief  Engineer 
at  the  City  Hall  of  Cincinnati  for  some  time  and  was  also  Engineer 
of  the  Cincinnati  Water  Works.  In  1909  he  was  appointed  Chief 
Examiner  of  the  Department  of  Examiners  of  Steam  Engineers  and 
Chief  Inspector  of  the  Board  of  Boiler  Rules  for  the  state  of  Ohio, 
a position  which  he  still  occupies. 

Mr.  Wirmel  has  been  identified  with  Hamilton  County  politics 
for  twenty  years  and  has  given  considerable  time  to  service  upon  com- 
mittees and  as  delegate  to  county  and  state  conventions.  He  made 
one  campaign  as  candidate  on  the  Democratic  ticket  for  Representa- 
tive to  the  General  Assembly  from  Hamilton  County. 

He  has  risen  to  a front  place  among  the  engineers  of  the  country 
and  has  contributed  valuable  articles  on  technical  subjects  to  various 
journals  of  engineering.  Also  he  has  been  for  a number  of  years, 
and  is  at  present,  national  chairman  of  the  Law  Committee  of  the 
National  Association  of  Engineers.  He  is  a member  of  the  National 
Association  of  Stationary  Engineers,  the  Interstate  Association  of 
Steam  Engineers,  the  Ohio  Society  of  Engineers,  the  Woodmen  and 
the  German  Beneficial  Union. 

HARRY  R.  Young. — One  of  the  well  known  Democrats  of 
Central  Ohio  is  Harry  R.  Young,  who  was  born  in  Marion  County, 
April  24,  1860.  After  graduating  from  the  high  school  he  received 
the  appointment  of  Deputy  Clerk  of  Marion  County  in  1879  and 
filled  that  position  with  marked  ability  until  1888.  In  February  of 
that  year  he  was  made  Clerk  of  Courts  which  position  he  occupied 
until  August  1894.  In  1895  he  moved  to  Cleveland,  and  in  1896 
was  appointed  Chief  Deputy  to  the  United  States  Marshal  of  the 
Northern  District  of  Ohio.  This  position  he  filled  until  August,  1900. 
The  various  public  offices  he  had  filled  so  efficiently  brought  him  into 
contact  with  leading  men  and  gave  him  a large  acquaintance  with  the 
public  at  large,  and  in  1901  he  was  the  Democratic  nominee  for  the 
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office  of  Clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court.  During  the  past  ten  years 
he  has  been  actively  engaged  in  promoting  interurban  railroads,  but 
has  always  found  time  to  do  a great  deal  of  valuable  work  for  the 
Democratic  Party.  The  value  of  this  work  was  recognized  in  1911 
when  he  was  appointed  Assistant  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives which  office  he  filled  until  January  1,1913.  In  1 895  he  returned 
to  Marion  where  he  still  maintains  his  residence,  while  attending  to 
his  duties  at  the  capital. 


John  W.  Zesiger  was  born  in  Clarington,  Monroe  County, 
Ohio,  August  24,  1865,  and  received  his  early  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  Clarington  and  Woodsfield.  In  1885  he  began  teach- 
ing and  continued  in  that  occupation  for  eighteen  years,  during  six 
years  of  which  he  was  County  School  Examiner,  namely,  from  1 894 
to  1900.  He  was  also  President  of  the  County  School  Board  for  six 
years.  After  retiring  from  the  teaching  profession  he  was  salesman 
for  the  McCormick  Machine  Company  for  five  years,  since  which  time 
he  has  been  engaged  in  buying  and  selling  coal  lands. 

Mr.  Zesiger  has  taken  an  active  part  in  public  affairs  for  quite  a 
number  of  years.  He  served  on  the  County  Executive  Committee 
for  two  terms  and  was  a member  of  the  Senatorial  Committee  for  six 
years.  He  was  Assessor  in  Salem  Township  for  three  consecutive 
terms  and  was  twice  elected  Mayor  of  Clarington,  serving  from  1906 
to  1908  and  from  1908  until  he  resigned  in  1911  to  take  the  posi- 
tion of  Auditor  of  Woodsfield.  Also  he  was  President  of  the  Clar- 
ington Council  Board  for  six  years,  from  1900  to  1906. 

Mr.  Zesiger’ s parents  were  John  and  Elizabeth  Zesiger.  On 
September  6,  1899,  John  W.  Zesiger  married  Anna  LeBaron.  Mr. 
Zesiger  is  a member  of  the  order  of  Elks  and  also  of  the  Eagles. 


JOHN  L.  Zimmerman. — Agriculture  is  the  basis  of  Ohio’s  great- 
ness and  prosperity.  But  the  farms  of  the  Buckeye  State  have  pro- 
duced crops  of  men  and  women  entitled  to  even  greater  prominence 
than  their  agricultural  products. 

Ohio  is  known  as  the  mother  of  Presidents,  of  Generals,  of  States- 
men and  particularly  of  politicians,  and  with  few  exceptions  they  were 
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all  born  and  reared  on  the  farm,  they  grew  up  in  the  open  air  in  close 
communion  with  nature,  acquiring  strong  bodies  and  endowed  with 
strong  minds.  One  of  the  products  of  the  Ohio  farm  is  the  Hon.  John 
L.  Zimmerman,  the  eminent  lawyer,  and  loyal  Democrat  of  Spring- 
field. 

The  grandfather  of  John  L.  Zimmerman  was  one  of  the  pioneers 
of  the  Buckeye  State,  settling  in  what  was  then  Columbiana,  now  Ma- 
honing County,  in  1803.  He  was  an  ardent  admirer,  and  a loyal 
follower  of  the  then  President,  Thomas  Jefferson,  and  a firm  believer 
in  the  future  greatness  of  his  adopted  state;  and  his  grandson,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  has  inherited  both  his  grandfather’s  Democracy, 
and  his  love  for  Ohio. 

Mr.  Zimmerman  was  born  on  what  had  been  his  grandfather’s 
farm,  near  Washingtonville,  Mahoning  County.  His  early  life  was 
that  of  the  average  country  boy,  attending  the  country  school,  and 
working  on  the  farm  during  vacation.  In  1874  he  taught  school  and 
attended  Mt.  Union  College;  in  1875  he  entered  Wittenberg  Col- 
lege, near  Springfield,  where  he  graduated  with  honors  in  1879.  Dur- 
ing the  next  two  years  he  read  law  with  Judge  J.  K.  Mower.  He  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  October  1881,  and  began  the  practice  of  his 
profession  in  Springfield,  May  1st,  1882,  which  he  has  continued  un- 
interruptedly until  the  present  time. 

Mr.  Zimmerman  has  for  years  enjoyed  an  extensive  practice,  and 
is  recognized  as  one  of  the  leading  lawyers  of  that  section  of  the  state, 
but  aside  from  his  engrossing  legal  business,  he  has  found  time  to  be- 
come very  prominently  identified  with  the  business  and  financial  inter- 
ests of  Springfield.  He  is  now  president  of  the  Springfield  Light, 
Heat  & Power  Company,  vice  president  of  the  E.  W.  Ross  Company, 
one  of  the  leading  industrial  institutions  of  Springfield,  and  vice  presi- 
dent of  the  D.  Q.  Fox  Company,  wholesale  grocers.  He  is  an  ex- 
tensive property  owner  in  Springfield,  and  actively  interested  in  every 
movement  tending  to  advance  the  interests  of  his  home  city. 

If  Mr.  Zimmerman  has  a hobby  aside  from  his  profession  and 
his  Democracy,  it  is  his  Alma  Mater,  Wittenberg  College;  for  twen- 
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ty  years  he  has  been  a member  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  donated 
to  this  institution  the  Zimmerman  Memorial  Library — an  admirable 
evidence  of  his  interest  in  education. 

For  twenty- four  years  he  has  been  a director  of  the  Warder 
Free  Library  in  Springfield,  was  twice  president  of  the  Clark  County 
Bar  Association,  and  has  served  as  president  of  the  National  Improve- 
ment League  of  America,  an  organization  devoted  to  the  physical  im- 
provement of  cities  and  villages,  and  has  at  various  times  served 
prominently  in  other  public  capacities  not  connected  with  political  pre- 
ferment, or  hope  of  reward. 

In  1889  Mr.  Zimmerman  was  married  to  Miss  Helen  E.  Ballard, 
the  daughter  of  a representative  Springfield  family,  and  their  union  has 
been  an  ideal  one.  They  have  two  sons,  Charles  Ballard  Zimmer- 
man, and  John  L.  Zimmerman,  Jr. 

Mr.  Zimmerman  is  perhaps  most  widely  known  on  account  of  the 
interest  he  has  manifested  in  public  affairs,  municipal,  state  and  na- 
tional. He  is,  and  for  years  has  been  recognized,  as  one  of  the  lead- 
ing and  most  influential  Democrats  in  the  state,  though  he  has  never 
held  a political  office. 

Once  he  made  a phenomenal  canvass  for  congress  in  the  heavily 
Republican  Seventh  District,  leading  a forlorn  hope  at  the  call  of  his 
party,  for  the  good  of  the  cause. 

In  1901  Mr.  Zimmerman’s  name  was  presented  to  the  Demo- 
cratic State  Convention  as  a candidate  for  Governor,  but  Mr.  Zimmer- 
man, recognizing  the  fact  that  the  majority  of  the  Democrats  of  Ohio, 
resenting  Col.  Kilbourne’s  defeat  for  the  Gubernatorial  nomination, 
at  Zanesville,  two  years  before,  when  they  believed  that  he  would 
have  been  elected,  preferred  Colonel  Kilbourne’s  nomination  at  that 
time,  he,  in  one  of  the  best  convention  speeches  of  recent  years,  with- 
drew his  name  and  moved  that  the  nomination  of  Col.  Kilbourne  be 
made  by  acclamation. 
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In  1803  Mr.  Zimmerman  was  again  a candidate  for  Governor, 
his  opponent  being  the  Hon.  Tom  L.  Johnson,  of  Cleveland.  This 
convention  was  held  in  Columbus,  and  was  one  of  the  most  sensational 
of  recent  years.  The  seats  of  145  Zimmerman  delegates  were  con- 
tested, and  as  the  organization  was  in  the  hands  of  his  opponent  they 
were  all  un-seated,  but  Mr.  Zimmerman’s  friends  have  always  claimed 
that  he  had  a majority  of  the  duly  elected  delegates.  Mr.  Zim- 
merman and  his  friends  naturally  resented  the  arbitrary  action  of  the 
committee  on  credentials,  and  he  refused  to  allow  his  name  to  be 
presented  to  the  convention.  But  in  that  campaign  he  supported  the 
ticket  with  his  characteristic  loyalty. 

Mr.  Zimmerman’s  political  activity  is  not  based  on  personal  am- 
bition: he  is  always  a Democrat,  and  in  every  campaign,  city,  county, 
state  or  national,  his  time  and  his  purse  are  at  the  disposal  of  his  party. 

He  is  a Democrat  by  nature  as  well  as  from  conviction,  a most 
approachable  man;  he  sustains  cordial  relations  toward  a very  large 
circle  of  friends  in  Springfield,  and  throughout  the  state.  He  is 
sympathetic  and  responsive,  but  deliberate  in  judgment,  his  advice  is 
regularly  sought  not  only  on  points  of  law  but  on  matters  of  business, 
and  in  the  councils  of  his  party,  and  when  acted  upon  it  is  invariably 
found  to  be  correct. 

Mr.  Zimmerman  is  a loyal  supporter  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church  in  which  he  has  long  been  a prominent  figure.  He  is  devoted 
to  his  family,  his  profession  and  his  business  interests,  and  fortune  has 
smiled  upon  him  in  nearly  every  undertaking,  and,  though  he  has  not 
received  the  nomination  to  serve  as  Governor  of  his  native  state,  he  has 
emerged  from  both  contests  with  unsullied  honor,  and  with  an  ever 
widening  circle  of  friends  and  admirers;  he  is  still  in  the  prime  of  life, 
and  evidently  destined  to  fill  a greater  sphere  of  usefulness  in  the 
future. 
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• JOHN  W.  Bookwalter — An  article  from  the  pen  of  Harry  E. 
Rice,  of  Springfield,  Ohio,  relating  to  Mr.  Bookwalter,  appears  in 
.Volume  I.  of  this  work.  A proof  of  that  article  was  sent  to  Mr. 
Bookwalter,  in  France  by  Mr.  Charles  W.  Constantine,  and,  when 
returning  the  proof,  Mr.  Bookwalter  sent  Mr.  Constantine  the  follow- 
ing letter,  which  is  published,  primarily  because  it  gives  a better  in- 
sight into  the  character  and  make-up  of  Mr.  Bookwalter  than  any 
article  from  an  outsider  could  possibly  do,  and,  secondly,  because  it 
modifies  a few  statements  in  Mr.  Rice’s  article.  That  article  had  been 
printed  before  the  receipt  of  Mr.  Bookwalter’s  letter,  and  the  changes 
could  not,  therefore,  be  made  in  it.  The  letter  is  worth  publication 
for  itself  alone. 


My  Dear  Mr.  C- 


Aix-les  Bains,  Feb’y  17,  1913. 


Yours  of  Feb’y.  22d,  with  enclosed  proof  of  biography  has 
been  received.  In  a general  way,  in  remarking  on  it,  I have  to  say 
that  for  the  purpose  intended  it  seems  to  contain  too  much  the  features 
of  a purely  personal  narrative.  Beside  the  word  “Bookwalter”  ap- 
pears too  often  not  to  affect  the  literary  phase  of  the  article.  I have 
cut  out  the  Schwab  incident  entirely;  not  being  an  accurate  render- 
ing of  it.  I have  also  requested  the  toning  down  of  the  words  “starva- 
tion” and  “pitifully”  in  the  professional  episode,  as  they  are  too  harsh 
and  overstate  the  fact. 

Whatever  may  be  the  views  of  others,  I can  feel  no  real  pride 
or  true  cause  for  self-gratulation  when  I consider  what  a mere  mole 
the  mightiest  personal  achievement  becomes  when  tossed  into  the 
fathomless  ocean  of  events  that  fills  the  infinite  past. 

The  special  criticism  I might  make  is  the  criticism  that  could  be 
made  of  every  literary  effort  from  Homer  down.  It  is  not  a little 
over  wrought  in  tone  and  in  the  sentiment  of  friendship,  and  at  times 
is  somewhat  over-strained  as  to  facts,  there  is  also  an  occasional  neg- 
lect to  use  the  full  supporting  and  interesting  detail.  Upon  the  whole, 
however,  it  is  quite  acceptable  to  me,  and  no  doubt,  in  this  hasty  age 
of  cursory  reading  is  probably  just  what  the  public  most  desires. 

In  the  confused  whirl  of  events  in  this  Kaleidoscopic  age  where- 
in neither  truth  nor  depth  is  sought  or  even  wished  for,  and  in  which 
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time  is  the  chief  economy,  the  one  great  desideratum  is  not  fullness  and 
accuracy  of  thought,  sincerity  of  belief,  or  a genuine  emotion,  but  what 
is  demanded  most  of  all  is  an  easy  mind-and-body  saving  outflow , 
of  a continuous,  everchanging  and  recurring  series  of  startling  surprises, 
abnormal  sensation  arid  sudden  thrills.  This  world  has  become  one 
vast  theatre,  all  it  contains  being  imaged  on  one  grand  stage  in  a cease- 
less round  and  series  of  continual  performances  to  meet  the  craving 
demanded  of  an  insatiate,  ever  eager  and  ever  impatient  multitude. 

If  I could  have  been  present  when  the  facts  were  being  arranged 
and  the  subject  matter  prepared,  it  might  have  been  done  in  a manner 
a trifle  more  to  my  liking,  as  the  crude  though  scanty  material  of  my 
life  might  have  been  wrought  into  a form  that  would  have  more  nearly 
conformed  to  the  severe  and  dignified  object  and  purpose  intended. 
But,  in  truth,  I care  not  much  for  the  strifes  and  stirring  events  that  mark 
the  history  of  a somewhat  turbulent  life,  and  am  even  loth  to  dwell  on 
them,  finding  in  them  but  little  to  fill  my  heart  with  pride,  my  mind 
with  delight  or  my  soul  with  joy.  In  fact  when  one  considers  how  puny 
and  feeble  the  greatest  human  effort  really  is  I am  not  inclined  to  cast  a 
retrospective  eye  over  the  field  of  my  past  labors,  the  engrossing  events 
of  which  once  commanded  my  mind  and  heart  and  animated  my  ener- 
gies. Besides  I can,  even  now,  only  too  clearly  trace  in  the  falling 
shadows,  and  in  its  lessening  rays,  the  coming  setting  of  a sun  that 
once  illuminated  the  day  of  a long  and  troubled  life;  and  my  sur- 
viving thoughts  are  so  wholly  fixed  on  the  approach  of  a silent  and 
eternal  night,  (perhaps  the  dawn  of  another  brief  finite  day),  that  I 
have  almost  ceased  to  recall  the  checkered  course  of  events  that  mark 
this  my  conscious  existence,  and  I am  become  indifferent  as  to  what 
possible  legacy  I might  leave  in  a past,  with  its  immeasurable  immen- 
sities. 

I cannot,  however,  but  be  deeply  touched  by  the  sentiment  ex- 
pressed in  the  efforts  of  others  who  seek  to  deduce  from  the  records 
of  my  varied  and  stormy  career,  some  worthy  memorial  of  its  struggles 
and  disappointments,  its  joys  and  sorrows,  and  its  errors  and  its  tri- 
umphs. I must  thank  you  and  others  for  the  friendly  efforts  displayed 
in  this  regard. 
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Hon.  Oscar  W.  Newman,  of  Portsmouth,  Ohio,  was  widely 
known  as  an  able  lawyer  before  his  election  to  the  Bench.  He  was 
a Democrat  before  he  cast  his  first  vote,  and  has  always  been  a 
staunch  supporter  of  the  Democratic  cause  and  an  indefatigable  work- 
er for  its  success.  He  has  served  on  committees,  acted  as  delegate  to 
conventions  and  consistently  given  his  best  support  to  the  ticket  whether 
state  or  national.  His  Democracy  and  his  ability  were  early  recog- 
nized by  the  Democrats  of  Scioto  County,  and  that  recognition  grad- 
ually spread  all  over  the  state.  Three  times  he  has  been  honored  with 
nominations  of  distinction;  first  for  Common  Pleas  Judge,  then  Circuit 
Judge,  in  both  of  which  contests  he  failed  of  election,  and  finally  in 
1912  for  Supreme  Court  Judge,  to  which  office  he  was  elected  in  No- 
vember of  that  year.  He  is  an  able  counselor,  profoundly  versed  in 
the  law,  and  has  always  been  faithful  to  his  clients,  and  is  in  every 
way  peculiarly  qualified  for  his  high  and  responsible  office. 

Judge  Newman  is  descended  from  two  well  known  Ohio  fam- 
ilies. He  is  the  son  of  George  O.  and  Clay  B.  (Moore)  Newman 
and  was  born  at  Portsmouth,  Ohio,  June  14,  1867.  After  passing 
through  the  common  schools  and  the  Portsmouth  High  School  he 
took  a course  in  Kenyon  College,  and  then  took  up  the  study  of  law 
in  his  father’s  office,  was  duly  admitted  to  the  bar  and  was  actively 
engaged  in  his  profession  in  Portsmouth  until  his  election  to  the  Su- 
preme Bench.  On  June  19,  1894,  he  married  Chari,  daughter  of 
Judge  A.  C.  Thompson.  They  have  one  child,  Katherine  L.  New- 
man. Judge  Newman’s  maternal  grandfather.  Col.  Oscar  F.  Moore, 
was  a distinguished  officer  in  the  Union  army  in  the  war  of  the  Re- 
bellion. 

Alfred  Dewey  Follett,  son  of  W.  D.  and  Harriet  L.  Fol- 
lett,  was  bom  at  Marietta,  Ohio,  March  30,  1858.  After  passing 
through  the  public  schools  of  his  native  place  he  entered  Marietta  Col- 
lege and  was  graduated  in  1876,  being  the  valedictorian  of  his  class. 
He  then  took  a post  graduate  course  at  Cornell  University,  studied  law 
and  was  admitted  to  practice  in  June,  1880.  Since  that  date  he  has 
been  continuously  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Marietta. 


' 

. 

. 

. 


462 


THE  DEMOCRATIC  PARTY  OF  OHIO 


Mr.  Follett  has  long  been  recognized  as  one  of  the  leading 
Democrats  as  well  as  one  of  the  ablest  lawyers  in  Washington  County. 
He  has  done  a great  deal  for  the  party  in  many  ways  besides  serving 
upon  the  Washington  County  Executive  Committee  and  also  upon  the 
State  Executive  Committee.  He  has  attended  nearly  every  state  con-^ 
vention  since  he  became  of  age  and  was  a delegate  to  the  Democratic 
National  Convention  at  St.  Louis  in  1888  and  the  National  Con- 
vention at  Denver  in  1908.  He  has  never  been  a candidate  for 
any  public  office  except  that  of  City  Solicitor  of  Marietta,  Ohio, 
to  which  he  was  twice  elected  and  served  two  terms,  and  the  Board 
of  Education  of  Marietta,  upon  which  he  served  for  some  time. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity  and  of  the  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks. 

On  June  14,  1881,  Alfred  Dewey  Follett  married  Lulu  Hop- 
kins. 

Col.  Oscar  F.  Moore  was  one  of  the  best  known  men  of  his 
day  in  Ohio.  He  was  a distinguished  soldier,  an  able  lawyer  and  a 
patriotic  statesman. 

Oscar  F.  Moore  was  born  at  Steubenville,  Ohio,  January  27, 
1817,  and  graduated  from  Washington  College,  Pennsylvania,  in 
1836.  He  devoted  himself  to  the  study  of  the  law  and  began  the 
practice  of  his  profession  at  Portsmouth,  Ohio,  in  1839,  where  he 
lived  until  his  death  in  1883.  Col.  Moore  was  a member  of  the  Whig 
Party  until  it  ceased  to  exist  as  a party  in  the  early  50’s  and  became 
a Democrat  at  the  beginning  of  the  Civil  War.  In  that  war  he  took 
a notable  part,  was  distinguished  for  his  gallantry  and  was  one  of  the 
heroic  Democrats  of  Ohio  whose  record  is  a refutation  of  the  Repub- 
lican claim  that  their  party  saved  the  nation.  Oscar  F.  Moore  was 
Colonel  of  the  Thirty-third  O.  V.  I.  from  1861  to  1864,  participated 
in  many  battles  and  military  operations  and  made  for  himself  an  en- 
viable record. 

Col.  Moore  was  City  Solicitor  of  Portsmouth  for  two  years,  was 
a member  of  the  Ohio  House  of  Representatives  in  1851-2,  a member 
of  the  State  Senate  in  1852-3  and  a member  of  the  United  States  Con- 
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gress  in  1855-6.  After  the  war,  in  1866,  he  was  again  a candidate 
for  Congress,  but  even  his  magnificent  military  record  could  not  over- 
come the  prejudice  which  existed  against  Democrats  all  over  the  state 
for  several  years  after  the  war. 

Col.  Moore’s  parents  were  James  H.  and  Sarah  Moore.  He  mar- 
ried Martha  B.,  daughter  of  Judge  Thomas  Scott  of  Chillicothe,  Sep-, 
tember  19,  1843.  His  daughters.  Clay  B.  and  Kate,  married  two 
brothers,  George  O.  and  James  W.  Newman,  respectively. 

GEORGE  O.  Newman  was  born  in  Stanton,  Virginia,  November 
9,  1836,  and  was  educated  at  the  Portsmouth  High  School  and  Ohio 
Wesleyan  University  where  he  was  a classmate  of  Thomas  E.  Powell, 
graduating  from  the  university  in  1 858.  After  leaving  college  he  took 
up  the  study  of  the  law  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1860,  since 
which  year  he  has  continuously  practiced  his  profession  in  Portsmouth, 
Ohio,  with  the  exception  of  the  time  he  was  in  the  War  of  the  Rebel- 
lion. He  enlisted  in  Company  G,  First  O.  V.  I.,  was  made  sergeant 
and  afterwards  promoted  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant. 

On  September  12,  1866,  George  O.  Newman  married  Clay  B., 
daughter  of  Col.  Oscar  F.  Moore,  whose  biography  appears  in  this 
work. 

George  O.  Newman  has  always  been  identified  with  the  Dem- 
ocratic Party,  has  served  as  president  and  secretary  of  the  Scioto 
County  Democratic  central  committee  for  a number  of  years  and  has 
been  delegate  to  different  state  conventions.  He  was  elected  Prose- 
cuting Attorney  of  Scioto  County  in  i 862  and  was  candidate  for  Com- 
mon Pleas  Judge  in  1868.  He  takes  a keen  interest  in  public  affairs 
and  has  been  president  of  the  Public  Library  and  also  of  the  Carnegie 
Library  from  1878  up  to  the  present  time.  In  1900  he  was  elected 
president  of  the  Bar  Association  of  Scioto  County  when  the  association 
was  organized  and  has  been  its  president  ever  since.  He  is  one  of 
the  best  known  lawyers  of  southern  Ohio  and  one  of  the  most  suc- 
cessful. 
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JAMES  W.  Newman,  editor  and  banker,  who  died  at  Ports- 
mouth, January  1 st,  1901 , will  long  be  remembered  as  one  of  the  ablest 
newspaper  men  of  Ohio.  He  was  a son  of  William  and  Catherine 
Newman  and  was  born  March  12,  1841.  After  passing  through 
the  public  schools  of  Portsmouth  he  entered  Ohio  Wesleyan  University 
and  was  graduated  therefrom  in  1861.  For  thirty-three  years  he  was 
editor  and  proprietor  of  the  Portsmouth  Times  and  was  afterwards 
president  of  the  Central  National  Bank  of  Portsmouth  which  he 
organized. 

James  W.  Newman  was  an  ardent  and  hard  working  Demo- 
crat. For  years  he  was  a member  of  the  Scioto  County  central  com- 
mittee and  served  as  president  of  that  committee.  In  addition  to  be- 
ing delegate  to  state  and  national  conventions  he  was  a member  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  Ohio  in  1868  and  1869,  served  two 
terms  in  the  State  Senate  from  1872  to  1876,  was  Secretary  of 
State  in  1883  and  1884  and  was  Collector  of  Internal  Revenue  for 
the  Eleventh  District  from  1 883  to  1 889.  He  was  a prominent  mem- 
ber of  the  Order  of  Elks  and  served  as  Exalted  Ruler  of  the  Ports- 
mouth lodge. 

On  October  24,  1871,  James  W.  Newman  married  Kate, 
daughter  of  Col.  Oscar  F.  Moore.  He  was  a brother  of  George  O. 
Newman,  the  well  known  attorney  of  Portsmouth. 

Hon.  Christopher  McKee  was  born  in  Caldwell,  Noble 
County,  Ohio,  December  13,  1840;  what  is  now  Noble  County  being 
at  that  time  a part  of  Morgan  County.  He  was  educated  in  the  com- 
mon schools  near  Caldwell,  which  he  attended  until  1 860,  after  which 
he  took  up  farming.  He  has  also  been  extensively  engaged  in  lumber, 
gold  mining  and  the  oil  business.  He  has  been  connected  with  oper- 
ations in  oil  for  a longer  period  than  any  man  living  in  Ohio  and  is 
widely  known  for  his  enterprise  in  developing  oil  fields.  In  1862, 
when  only  twenty-two  years  of  age,  he  went  West  with  the  gold  rush 
to  Idaho,  crossed  the  plains  and  was  engaged  in  gold  mining  on  Sal- 
mon River  until  1865. 
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Senator  McKee  is  one  of  the  best  known  Democrats  in  the  state, 
has  served  several  times  on  the  State  Central  Committee  and  has 
been  delegate  to  a dozen  or  more  state  conventions  since  1890.  He 
has  been  a candidate  for  member  of  the  Legislature  seven  times;  five 
times  for  the  Lower  House  and  twice  for  the  Senate.  In  1889  he 
was  elected  Representative,  although  the  county  was  about  600  Re- 
publican. He  was  again  the  Democratic  nominee  in  1891,  1 893 
and  1895,  but  failed  in  each  case  to  overcome  the  normal  Republican 
majority.  His  party,  however,  continued  to  consider  him  the  strong- 
est candidate  and  again  nominated  him  in  1 899  in  which  year  he  was 
elected.  In  1908  he  was  elected  State  Senator  on  the  Democratic 
ticket  on  the  9- 14th  District  and  was  reelected  in  1910.  His  record 
in  the  General  Assembly  has  been  that  of  an  active,  able  and  honor- 
able legislator. 

Senator  McKee’s  parents  were  Ezra  and  Alma  McKee.  Ezra 
McKee  was  a noted  man  of  his  day  in  Ohio.  He  was  a member  of  the 
Legislature  from  1 832  to  1 836  and  from  1 850  to  1 852  inclusive,  and 
introduced  the  bill  in  the  House  to  create  Noble  County.  On  Decem- 
ber 21,  1865,  Christopher  McKee  married  Martha  A.  Scott.  He  is 
affiliated  with  the  Masonic  Fraternity. 

J.  H.  SECREST  was  bom  near  Senecaville,  Guernsey  County, 
Ohio,  in  1871,  and  graduated  from  the  Ohio  Northern  University  in  the 
class  of  1 894.  He  taught  school  for  some  time  with  such  success  that 
he  became  Superintendent  of  Schools  at  Antwerp,  Paulding  County, 
and  also  at  Ottawa,  in  Putnam  County.  In  1903  he  began  to  prac- 
tice law  at  Lima,  Ohio,  in  partnership  with  William  Klinger,  now 
Common  Pleas  Judge  of  the  First  Sub-Division  of  the  Third  District 
of  Ohio.  The  partnership  continued  until  Judge  Klinger  went  on  the 
bench,  after  which  Mr.  Secrest  practiced  alone  until  he  removed  to 
Columbus  to  take  the  position  of  Assistant  Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  Secrest  has  always  been  an  earnest  Democrat  and  an  able 
worker  for  his  party,  serving  not  only  on  county  committees  but  on  the 
State  Committee.  In  1903,  when  Tom  L.  Johnson  made  his  cam- 
paign for  Governor,  Mr.  Secrest  was  the  Democratic  candidate  for 
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State  School  Commissioner,  the  only  office  for  which  he  has  ever  been  a 
candidate.  That  was  not  a Democratic  year  in  Ohio.  On  January  9, 
1911,  he  was  appointed  Assistant  Secretary  of  State  by  Secretary 
Graves,  a position  which  he  still  occupies. 

In  1907  J.  H.  Secrest  married  Nellie  Oberbeck  of  Ottawa, 
Putnam  County.  Mr.  Secrest’s  parents  were  Noah  E.  and  Eliza 
Jane  Secrest. 

Judge  John  P.  Bailey  was  born  in  Rockingham  County,  Vir- 
ginia, September  12,  1853,  but  was  reared  on  a farm  in  Allen  County, 
Ohio.  He  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  northwestern  Ohio, 
the  normal  school  at  Ada  and  the  National  Normal  University  at 
Lebanon,  Ohio.  He  taught  school  for  some  time  and  was  principal 
of  schools  at  Beaverdam,  Bluffton,  Leipsic  and  West  Leipsic.  While 
teaching  he  commenced  the  study  of  law,  was  duly  admitted  to  the 
bar  and  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Putnam  County,  where 
he  located  in  1 878.  Within  a very  few  years  he  acquired  a large  clien- 
tele and  became  prominent  in  public  affairs. 

Judge  Bailey  has  always  been  a staunch  Democrat  and  before 
his  elevation  to  the  bench  took  an  active  part  in  the  work  as  well  as  in 
the  councils  of  his  party,  rendering  valuable  service  as  a member  of  the 
county  central  committee  and  as  delegate  to  county,  district  and  state 
conventions.  In  1885  he  was  elected  Prosecuting  Attorney  for  Put- 
nam County  and  filled  that  office  until  1 892.  He  was  the  Democratic 
candidate  for  Attorney-General  of  Ohio  in  1891  and  again  in  1893, 
both  of  which  years  were  unfavorable  to  the  Democratic  Party  in 
this  state.  He  has  been  Judge  of  the  Common  Pleas  Court,  Second 
Sub-Division,  Third  District,  since  November  17,  1906.  He  has 
made  a good  record  on  the  bench  and  is  regarded  as  an  able  and  im- 
partial jurist. 

Judge  Bailey’s  parents  were  George  W.  and  Malinda  (Driver) 
Bailey.  In  1 875  he  married  Laura  Edgecomb  and  they  have  a family 
of  six  children  living. 
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Hon.  Herbert  Seely  Bigelow. — No  name  is  better  known  in 
Ohio  than  that  of  Herbert  S.  Bigelow  and  his  distinctive  prominence 
has  been  achieved  during  the  present  year  of  1912.  Although  for  years 
he  had  been  doing  a great  deal  for  humanity  as  a clergyman  and  had 
also  attracted  attention  as  a political  speaker,  it  was  not  until  his  elec- 
tion as  a member  of  the  Fourth  Constitutional  Convention  of  Ohio 
and  his  selection  as  president  of  that  convention  that  the  eyes  of  all  the 
people  of  the  state  were  centered  upon  him.  His  attitude  as  pre- 
siding officer  of  the  Constitutional  Convention  was  remarkable,  but 
not  more  so  than  the  statesmanship  and  parliamentary  ability  which 
he  displayed.  In  the  face  of  strong  opposition  and  severe  criticism  he 
succeeded  in  directing  the  work  and  deliberations  of  the  convention 
along  the  lines  he  desired  them  to  take.  He  is  an  ideal  Progressive  and 
the  progressive  spirit  formed  the  base  and  coloring  of  every  amend- 
ment proposed.  When  the  people  came  to  vote  upon  those  amend- 
! ments  on  September  3,  1912,  they  ratified  thirty-three,  rejecting  only 
eight;  and  some  of  those  failing  of  adoption,  were  defeated  by  very 
small  majorities.  Between  the  adjournment  of  the  convention  and  Sep- 
tember 3rd  Mr.  Bigelow  traveled  over  the  state  and  made  many  able 
speeches  urging  the  adoption  of  the  amendments,  and  to  his  initiative 
and  untiring  advocacy  the  new  constitution  is  largely  indebted  for 
many  of  its  best  features. 

The  most  remarkable  event  of  the  twentieth  century  up  to  date, 
or  perhaps  in  the  whole  history  of  Ohio,  was  the  revolution  of  Sep- 
tember 3,  1912.  It  was  a revolution  without  rebellion  or  war,  but 
no  insurrection  of  any  people  in  the  world,  no  revolution  accomplished 
by  force  or  by  suasion  has  ever  attained  a greater  victory  since  the 
English  barons  forced  King  John  to  sign  the  Great  Charter.  By  their 
vote  on  the  Constitutional  Amendments  the  people  of  Ohio  took  all 
legislation  into  their  own  hands;  and  as  long  as  Ohio  remains  on  the 
map  so  long  will  Mr.  Bigelow’s  name  be  associated  with  this  great 
forward  step  in  human  progress. 

Herbert  S.  Bigelow  was  born  at  Elkhart,  Indiana,  January  4, 
1870.  After  passing  through  the  public  schools  of  his  native  place  he 
entered  Oberlin  Ohio  Academy,  passed  on  through  Oberlin  College 


'■  Osl.fi 

, 

■ «iff  bn  i 

. 

M 

:I 


' 

■ 

' 


468 


THE  DEMOCRATIC  PARTY  OF  OHIO 


and  completed  his  literary  education  at  Western  Reserve  University, 
Cleveland,  Ohio.  He  pursued  his  theological  studies  at  Lane  Theo- 
logical Seminary,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  entered  the  ministry.  His 
interest  in  human  affairs,  however,  carried  him  beyond  conventional 
lines  and  he  became  active  in  political  questions,  identifying  himself 
with  the  Democratic  Party.  In  1902  he  was  candidate  for  Secretary 
of  State  on  the  Democratic  ticket  but  in  that  year  the  Republicans  car- 
ried the  election.  In  1911  he  was  elected  a member  of  the  Fourth 
Constitutional  Convention.  In  November,  1912,  he  was  elected  to 
the  Eightieth  General  Assembly  of  Ohio  as  a member  of  the  House 
of  Representatives. 

Judge  James  Allen  Runyan,  son  of  Henry  and  Rebecca  J. 
Runyan,  was  born  at  Butlerville,  Ohio,  July  16,  1 852.  After  passing 
through  the  public  schools  he  entered  Lebanon  University  and  was 
graduated  therefrom  in  the  class  of  1871.  He  then  took  up  the  study 
of  law,  was  duly  admitted  to  the  bar  and  has  ever  since  been  actively 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Lebanon.  He  is  regarded 
as  one  of  the  ablest  lawyers  in  western  Ohio. 

Judge  Runyan  has  always  been  a staunch  supporter  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic Party  and  has  devoted  much  time  and  effective  work  to  forward 
its  principles  and  candidates.  He  was  a regular  attendant  at  every 
state  convention  from  1878  to  1902  and  was  a member  of  the  Ohio 
delegation  to  the  Democratic  National  Convention  at  Denver  in  1908. 
He  was  appointed  Common  Pleas  Judge  by  Governor  Campbell  in 
1891  to  fill  out  the  unexpired  term  of  Judge  O’Neil.  In  1890  he  was 
a candidate  for  Circuit  Judge,  but  failed  of  election.  In  1904  he  was 
a candidate  for  Congress  from  the  Third  Congressional  District,  which 
was  at  that  time  strongly  Republican. 

On  October  20,  1874,  Judge  Runyan  married  Marietta  Cowley. 
He  is  a Knight  Templar  in  the  Masonic  Fraternity  and  one  of  the 
most  highly  respected  citizens  in  Butler  County. 
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T.  Ernest  McElhiney,  Prosecuting  Attorney  for  Morgan 
County,  is  one  of  the  youngest  prosecutors  in  the  state  and  has  had  a le- 
gal and  political  experience  equalled  by  few  men  of  his  age  in  the  coun- 
try. He  was  born  five  miles  north  of  Malta,  in  Deerfield  township, 
Morgan  County,  Ohio,  March  1 3,  1 883,  and  after  attending  the  public 
schools  was  engaged  in  teaching  for  five  years.  While  teaching  he  took  . 
up  the  study  of  law  under  C.  H.  Touts  and  took  his  final  year  in  the  law 
department  of  Ohio  Northern  University,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
with  the  degree  of  LL.  B.  in  1 906.  In  that  year  he  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  and  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  McConnelsville, 
in  January,  1907.  In  1908  he  formed  a partnership  with  T.  M. 
Parsons,  which  continued  until  the  death  of  Mr.  Parsons  in  1909,  since 
which  time  Mr.  McElhiney  has  carried  on  his  legal  business  alone. 

Before  he  attained  his  majority  Mr.  McElhiney  took  a keen  and 
active  interest  in  Democratic  politics,  and,  in  1904,  when  twenty-one 
years  of  age,  was  the  Democratic  candidate  for  Representative  from 
Morgan  County.  That  was  the  year  in  which  Governor  Pattison  was 
elected.  Mr.  McElhiney  ran  ahead  of  his  ticket  by  200  votes,  but 
failed  of  election  because,  until  1908  Morgan  County  was  Republican 
by  a normal  majority  of  800.  In  1907  Mr.  McElhiney  was  the 
Democratic  candidate  for  Mayor  of  McConnelsville,  opposing  George 
O.  McGonagle,  who  was  running  for  reelection.  Mr.  McElhiney 
lost  by  the  small  margin  of  twenty-three  votes.  In  1910  the  Demo- 
crats selected  him  as  their  candidate  for  Prosecuting  Attorney  and  he 
was  elected  by  a majority  of  476,  although  Governor  Harmon  carried 
the  county  by  only  thirteen  votes.  He  took  office  January  1,  1911, 
and  has  already  proved  himself  an  able  Prosecuting  Attorney. 

Mr.  McElhiney  has  been  a prominent  factor  in  the  Democratic 
Party  of  Morgan  County  since  he  became  of  age.  He  has  been  dele- 
gate to  several  county  conventions  and  in  1908  and  1910  was  dele- 
gate to  the  Circuit  Judicial  conventions.  He  is  a member  of  the  Mod- 
em Woodmen  of  America  and  has  held  the  office  of  Counsel  for  two 
terms.  Also  he  was  secretary  of  the  Morgan  Agricultural  Society 
from  1907  to  1910.  Mr.  McEIhiney’s  grandfather  was  one  of  the 
pioneer  settlers  of  Ohio.  He  built  his  log  cabin  in  the  woods,  cleared 
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his  land,  reared  his  family  and  was  a highly  respected  man.  His  son, 
George  McElhiney,  married  Clara  Whitaker,  who  was  also  a native 
,of  Morgan  County.  T.  Ernest  McElhiney  is  their  son.  The  McEl- 
hineys  have  always  been  Democrats.  Mr.  T.  Ernest  McElhiney 
never  spares  himself  when  he  has  an  opportunity  of  speaking  or  work- 
ing for  the  Party.  He  is  one  of  the  best  public  speakers  in  eastern 
Ohio  and  is  noted  for  his  able  addresses  upon  public  occasions,  as 
well  as  for  his  stirring  political  speeches. 

I 

David  Haskell  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  men  of  the  last 
generation  in  Madison  County,  Ohio.  He  was  born  in  Oneida  County, 
New  York,  June  16,  1812,  and  was  the  son  of  James  P.  and  Sarah 
(Carpenter)  Haskell.  His  ancestors  were  among  the  early  settlers  of 
America,  having  come  from  England  and  Wales  in  1630  and  landed 
in  Massachusetts.  His  grandfather,  Jonathan  Haskell,  moved  into 
New  York  state  and  settled  near  Utica,  Oneida  County,  where  he 
died  in  1832  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  104  years.  David  Haskell  resided 
with  his  father  in  New  York  state  until  1832  after  which  he  spent 
some  years  traveling  through  the  south  and  finally  located  in  Ohio  in 
1835.  He  purchased  land  in  Range  Township,  Madison  County  in 
1838  and  engaged  in  farming  and  stock  raising. 

On  October  9,  1837,  David  Haskell  married  Ann  Kenton,  the 
daughter  of  Simon  and  Phoebe  (Baker)  Kenton.  Simon  Kenton  was 
a nephew  of  the  celebrated  pioneer  and  Indian  hunter  of  the  same  name 
who  was  identified  with  Daniel  Boone  in  the  early  settlement  of  Ken- 
tucky. Mr.  Haskell  was  the  father  of  four  children,  all  daughters, 
namely;  Sarah  and  Martha  who  are  living  and  Louise  and  Clarissa 
who  are  deceased. 

In  politics  Mr.  Haskell  was  always  a staunch  Democrat  and 
took  an  active  part  in  the  affairs  of  his  party  in  Madison  County.  He 
served  one  term  as  County  Commissioner  and  was  Justice  of  the  Peace 
for  several  years.  Without  legal  training  he  had  a fine  sense  of  jus- 
tice and  a judicial  mind  which  was  well  stored  through  wide  reading 
and  a large  acquaintance  with  men.  He  was  sociable,  charitable  and 
a fine  conversationalist,  besides  which  he  was  a model  citizen  and  a 
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true  and  faithful  friend.  His  popularity  was  consequently  great  and 
he  was  highly  respected  and  looked  up  to  by  the  entire  community  in 
.which  he  lived.  He  enjoyed  home  life  and  his  house  was  the  happy 
gathering  place  for  many  friends  through  many  years.  He  took  great 
interest  in  educational  affairs  and  in  order  to  aid  that  cause,  donated  the 
ground  for  the  school  house.  He  was  a 32nd  Degree  Mason  and  was 
also  a sincere  church  man,  being  a member  of  the  “Old  Blue  Stocking” 
Presbyterian  Church. 

FRANCIS  E.  Myers. — Books  have  been  written  on  “What  One 
Man  Saw,”  “One  Man’s  View,”  and  so  on,  but  a book  on  “What 
One  Man  Has  Done,”  describing  the  life  work  of  Francis  E.  Myers 
would  be  more  instructive,  more  practical  and  more  valuable  to  the 
race.  He  has  been  a creator  of  things,  conditions  and  forces  that  tend 
to  the  advancement  of  civilization  and  contribute  to  the  welfare  of 
men.  And  his  building  has  been  done  with  no  foundation  but  his  own 
ability. 

Francis  E.  Myers  was  born  in  Perry  township,  about  six  miles 
east  of  Ashland,  Ohio,  March  16,  1849.  His  parents  were  George 
and  Elizabeth  (Morr)  Myers,  who  were  of  German  extraction.  The 
Myers  family  was  established  in  America  about  1 748  by  Jacob  Myers 
who  was  born  at  Muhlbach,  Germany.  The  original  home  of  the 
family  was  in  Pennsylvania  but  George  Myers  came  to  Ohio  in  1847. 
Throughout  its  long  career  the  family  has  been  noted  for  honesty  and 
thrift. 

Francis  E.  Myers  grew  up  on  the  farm,  received  his  education  by 
attending  school  during  the  winter  months,  and  remained  on  the  farm 
until  twenty-two  years  of  age.  He  then  became  an  agent  for  M.  C. 
Goucher,  selling  farm  machinery.  He  was  remarkably  successful  as 
a salesman  and  soon  became  head  of  a number  of  agencies  which  he 
took  entirely  into  his  own  hands  when  the  concern  he  was  working  for 
went  into  the  hands  of  a receiver  in  1873.  Mr.  Myers  then  established 
a small  agricultural  implement  store  in  a shed  on  Center  Street,  Ash- 
land. His  business  prospered  and  in  adding  new  implements  to  his  list 
he  became  agent  for  the  Bucher  & Gibbs  Company  of  Canton,  Ohio, 
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and  traveled  for  them  as  a regular  salesman  during  the  winter  months. 
He  was  so  successful  with  the  plow  manufactured  by  this  company 
that  he  worked  his  way  up  from  salesman  to  president  of  the  company 
which  was  the  largest  plow  manufactory  in  the  state.  In  1879,  Mr. 
Myers*  brother,  Phillip  A.  Myers,  secured  a patent  for  a double  action 
force  pump  and  the  brothers  embarked  in  the  business  of  manufactur- 
ing pumps  in  Ashland.  The  establishment  of  the  business  was  an  ex- 
periment, but  it  proved  a successful  one  and  from  it  has  grown  up  the 
present  enormous  plant.  In  1 885  they  built  their  first  plant  which  had 
about  one-fourth  the  capacity  of  their  present  plant.  The  great  suc- 
cess of  the  establishment  has  been  due  to  the  varied  business  ability  of 
Francis  E.  Myers  and  the  inventive  genius  of  Phillip  A.  Myers.  Their 
plant  today  is  the  largest  industry  of  its  kind  in  the  world  and  they  are 
the  largest  manufacturers  in  the  United  States  of  pumps  and  hay  tools 
exclusively.  Francis  E.  Myers  is  connected  with  several  business  and 
financial  enterprises  outside  of  his  own  immediate  business.  He  is  presi- 
dent of  the  Cleveland,  Southwestern  & Columbus  Railroad,  director 
of  the  Aurora,  Elgin  & Chicago.  Railroad  Company,  president  of  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Ashland,  director  of  the  Union  National  Bank 
at  Cleveland  and  director  of  the  Faultless  Rubber  Company,  a local 
concern  with  a capital  stock  of  a million  dollars.  He  was  formerly 
president  of  the  National  Implement  and  Vehicle  Manufacturers’  As- 
sociation. Mr.  Myers  is  at  present  a trustee  of  Wittenberg  College 
and  a director  of  the  Ohio  State  Y.  M.  C.  A. 

Francis  E.  Myers  has  always  been  affiliated  with  the  Democratic 
Party  and  although  he  has  never  sought  political  preferment  he  has  al- 
ways been  a staunch  and  liberal  supporter  of  that  party.  He  has  been 
a warm  friend  of  Governor  Harmon  and  when  it  devolved  upon  the 
Governor  to  name  a commission  to  represent  Ohio  at  the  Panama  Ex- 
position to  be  held  at  San  Francisco  in  1915  he  named  Mr.  Myers  as 
one  of  the  commissioners.  The  commission  went  to  San  Francisco  dur- 
ing the  first  week  of  October,  1912,  and  selected  a site  for  the  Ohio 
Building. 

On  January  18,  1872,  Francis  E.  Myers  married  Alavesta  S. 
Hohenshil. 
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JACOB  T.  Koenig,  Probate  Judge  of  Wapakoneta,  was  born 
at  St.  Mary’s,  Auglaize  County,  Ohio,  June  10,  1880.  He  received 
, his  early  education  in  the  local  public  schools  and  the  St.  Mary’s  High 
School,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1899.  Having 
decided  upon  the  law  as  his  profession  he  began  his  studies  with  J.  H. 
Koenig  and  also  attended  the  University  of  Michigan  and  the  Ohio 
State  University,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1903.  He  has  been 
engaged  in  the  active  practice  of  his  profession  since  his  admission  to 
the  bar  and  was  a member  of  the  firm  of  Koenig  & Koenig,  at  St. 
Mary’s,  Ohio,  for  seven  and  one-half  years. 

In  politics  Judge  Koenig  has  always  been  a sincere  and  active 
Democrat,  in  fact,  he  made  a study  of  political  doctrines  and  issues 
before  he  was  old  enough  to  vote  and  he  has  always  been  a valued 
member  of  his  party  in  Auglaize  County  where  his  influence  can  hardly 
be  overestimated.  His  voice  is  always  heard  in  the  councils  of  his 
party  and  his  opinions  have  weight  with  leaders  of  the  party  all  over 
the  state.  In  January,  1911,  Governor  Harmon  appointed  him  Pro- 
bate Judge  of  the  city  of  Wapakoneta. 


Dr.  Young  Stephenson  was  born  near  Ripley,  Brown  Coun- 
ty, Ohio,  April  19,  1834.  He  received  his  early  training  in  the  public 
schools  and  then  attended  Delaware  College  at  Delaware,  Ohio.  In 
1853  he  began  teaching  school  and  so  continued  until  1864.  While 
teaching  he  took  up  the  study  of  medicine  and  after  attending  the  Ohio 
Medical  College  for  one  year  he  entered  the  Starling  Medical  College 
of  Columbus  and  graduated  in  1865.  After  a short  stay  in  his  home 
town  he  practiced  medicine  in  Adams  County,  but  in  1867  settled  in 
Georgetown,  Ohio.  In  1870  he  was  appointed  Superintendent  of  the 
Georgetown  schools.  Five  years  later  he  became  Superintendent  of 
the  Higginsport  schools  and  drove  back  and  forth  so  as  to  attend  to 
his  medical  practice  and  his  official  duties  at  the  same  time.  In  1 884  he 
was  elected  County  Clerk  for  a term  of  three  years  and  in  1 887  was 
reelected,  serving  two  terms  in  all.  From  1894  to  1898  he  served 
two  terms  as  Representative  in  the  Ohio  State  Legislature. 
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Dr.  Stephenson  is  an  old  line  Democrat.  Born  when  Andrew 
Jackson  was  President  of  the  United  States,  he  has  seen  many  political 
parties  come  and  go.  He  has  seen  the  Whigs,  the  Free  Soilers,  the 
Greenbackers  and  the  American  Party  in  all  its  phases,  and  was  a 
voter  when  the  Republican  Party  was  organized.  He  has  made 
speeches  in  every  township  in  Brown  County  and  in  nearly  every  school- 
house.  He  has  attended  nearly  every  convention  whether  state,  county, 
congressional  or  senatorial  for  fifty  years  and  has  helped  to  nominate 
every  Democratic  governor  in  that  time.  He  was  a student  at  Dela- 
ware College  with  Thomas  E.  Powell  and  was  one  of  Mr.  Powell’s 
most  ardent  supporters  when  he  was  a candidate  for  Governor  in  1 887. 
Of  the  modern  Democrats,  Bryan  and  Champ  Clark  are  his  favorites. 

Dr.  Young  Stephenson  married  Susan  Vananda  in  1855.  They 
never  had  any  children.  Dr.  Stephenson  is  a member  of  the  Odd  Fel- 
lows and  the  Uniformed  Rank  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  He  was 
Surgeon  of  the  Uniformed  Rank  of  the  latter  order  for  several  years. 

GEORGE  B.  Christian,  a well  known  Democrat  and  prominent 
civil  engineer  of  Marion,  Ohio,  was  born  in  that  city,  December  27, 
1846.  After  passing  through  the  common  schools  and  the  Marion 
High  School  he  was  engaged  in  manufacturing  for  some  time,  after 
which  he  became  a civil  engineer. 

Mr.  Christian  is  one  of  the  most  widely  known  Democrats  in 
Ohio  and  has  been  an  active  worker  for  the  party  in  many  campaigns. 
He  was  a member  of  the  central  committee  for  many  years  and  has 
been  delegate  to  a large  number  of  county  and  state  conventions,  be- 
sides which  he  was  honored  by  the  Democratic  Party  of  the  Thirteenth 
Senatorial  District  with  the  nomination  for  State  Senator. 

George  B.  Christian’s  parents  were  Dr.  John  M.  and  Pauline 
(Busby)  Christian.  On  October  14,  1869,  he  was  married  to  Lydia 
E.  Morris.  Mr.  Christian  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  the 
Elks  and  the  G.  A.  R.  He  served  as  a private  in  Company  B Fifth 
Battalion  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry  in  the  Civil  War. 
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Judge  Thaddeus  Ellery  Hoyt  was  one  of  the  most  conspicu- 
ous figures  in  Northeastern  Ohio.  Not  only  was  he  an  eminent  jurist 
and  an  honored  judge,  but  he  was  identified  in  a large  way  with  the 
public  life  and  business  interests  of  his  part  of  the  state.  Living  in  a 
county  that  is  heavily  Republican  he  attracted  an  attention  that  raised 
him  to  public  office,  and  in  business  affairs  his  judgment  was  received 
with  as  much  consideration  as  were  his  opinions  on  legal  matters. 

Thaddeus  Ellery  Hoyt  was  born  in  Morgan  Township,  Ashta-; 
bula  County,  Ohio,  February  17,  1844,  and  was  the  son  of  Benja- 
min and  Emily  (Foote)  Hoyt.  His  original  ancestor  in  America  was 
an  Englishman  who  settled  in  New  England  in  Colonial  days  where 
the  family  remained  down  to  Judge  Hoyt’s  grandfather  who  was  a na- 
tive of  Connecticut.  Judge  Hoyt’s  early  education  was  obtained  in  the 
Rock  Creek  public  schools  and  the  Grand  River  Institute  at  Austin- 
burg.  His  studies  were  interrupted  by  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil 
War  for  he  was  a thorough  patriot  and  enlisted  as  a private  in  Com- 
pany A,  Twenty-ninth  Regiment  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry  on  August 
9,  1861  and  served  his  country  faithfully  for  almost  four  years,  rising 
to  the  rank  of  Lieutenant  for  meritorious  service.  Early  in  his  mili- 
tary career  he  distinguished  himself  as  a brave  soldier  and  a leader 
among  men  and  soon  was  promoted  to  Corporal  and  then  to  Sergeant. 
He  participated  in  the  most  active  campaigning  and  fiercest  fighting  of 
that  most  destructive  war  in  all  history.  Once  he  was  taken  prisoner. 
That  was  at  the  battle  of  Port  Republic,  Virginia,  and  he  was  for  some 
lime  confined  in  the  Rebel  prison  at  Belle  Island.  He  was  wounded 
at  the  battle  of  Dug  Gap,  August  9,  1863,  two  years  to  a day  from 
the  date  of  his  enlistment.  He  rose  to  the  rank  of  First  Lieutenant  of 
his  company  and  was  honorably  mustered  out  of  service  with  that  rank 

July  5,  1865. 

After  the  war  he  resumed  his  studies  at  Grand  River  Institute  and 
later  entered  Western  Reserve  University  which  was  then  located  at 
Hudson,  Ohio.  He  was  a member  of  Delta  Kappa  Epsilon  Frater- 
nity of  that  institution  and  was  prominently  identified  with  the  Cleve- 
land chapter  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  a man  who  made 
strong  ties  and  lasting  friendships. 
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After  leaving  Western  Reserve  he  entered  the  law  office  of  Wood- 
bury & Ruggles  of  Jefferson  where  he  studied  until  he  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  1870.  In  July  of  that  year  he  was  married  to  Isabelle  M. 

\ Shaffer  of  Rock  Creek,  and  in  the  Autumn  they  settled  in  Kewaunee, 
Wisconsin,  where  he  began  the  active  practice  of  his  profession  and 
quickly  rose  to  prominence,  as  is  indicated  by  his  being  made  District 
I Attorney  of  Kewaunee  County  and  elected  Mayor  of  Kewaunee  City.. 

In  1875  they  returned  to  Ashtabula,  where  for  thirty-seven  years 
Judge  Hoyt  practiced  law  and  rose  not  only  to  be  regarded  as  one  of 
the  foremost  men  of  his  profession  but  to  a seat  on  the  Bench.  For 
three  terms  he  was  City  Solicitor  of  Ashtabula  and  it  was  during  that 
time  that  the  harbor  was  annexed  to  the  city.  In  June,  1884,  he 
formed  a partnership  with  Munsell  and  in  1902  E.  P.  Hall  became 
a member  of  the  firm.  In  1884  Governor  Hoadly  appointed  Thad- 
deus  Ellery  Hoyt  a Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  to  fill 
out  the  unexpired  term  of  Judge  Woodbury  and  in  1907  Governor 
Harmon  appointed  him  a Judge  of  the  Circuit  Court,  but  this  appoint- 
ment was  not  confirmed  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  state. 

Judge  Hoyt  was  counsel  for  the  Lake  Shore  & Michigan  South- 
ern Railroad,  also  for  the  Nickel  Plate  Railroad  and  was  a stockholder 
and  director  in  the  Pennsylvania,  Youngstown  & Ashtabula  Railroad 
and  was  prominently  indentified  with  the  operating  department  of  that 
system.  He  was  a member  of  the  Soldiers’  Relief  Commission  and 
was  a trustee  of  the  Girls’  Industrial  Home  at  Delaware  for  a number 
of  years.  He  was  one  of  the  incorporators  of  the  Ashtabula  General 
Hospital,  was  its  first  president  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  held  the 
office  of  first  vice-president.  He  was  a member  of  the  First  Congre- 
gational Church,  and  in  addition  to  his  college  fraternity  already  named 
was  a member  of  the  Masons,  Elks  and  Paulus  Post,  G.  A.  R. 

For  thirty  years  Judge  Hoyt  was  prominently  identified  with 
county  and  state  politics  and  was  universally  regarded  as  a leader  in  his 
part  of  the  state.  He  was  a firm  adherent  of  the  fundamental  princi- 
ples of  Democracy  and  was  noted  for  his  strict  integrity  in  politics  as 
in  everything  else. 

Judge  Hoyt  died  January  14,  1912,  at  his  home  in  Ashtabula- 
Ohio,  leaving  his  widow  and  one  daughter,  Mrs.  Raymond  Kelley. 
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A.  J.  Andrews  was  born  in  Jackson  County,  Ohio,  on  a small 
farm.  His  parents  were  William  A.  and  Patia  Andrews.  William 
Andrews  was  of  Scotch  descent  and  was  born  in  Kennebeck  County, 
Maine.  He  came  to  Ohio  in  1837. 

A.  J.  Andrews  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  and  the 
Jackson  High  School  from  which  he  graduated  in  1860.  At  the 
age  of  eighteen  he  began  to  teach  school  and  continued  in  that  pro- 
fession for  five  years,  but  having  decided  upon  the  Law  as  his  avoca- 
tion he  read  Blackstone  and  Kent  in  the  office  of  Judge  Blackson  and 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1 867. 

In  1871  A.  J.  Andrews  married  Annie  E.  Slack.  They  had 
four  children,  two  sons  and  two  daughters,  namely:  A.  J.  Jr.,  Annie 

E.,  Charles  A.  and  Helen  S.  A.  J.  Andrews,  Jr.,  was  a brilliant 
young  lawyer  and  jurist.  Lie  died  in  1907  at  the  early  age  of  thirty 
years.  He  was  probate  judge  of  Muskingum  County  at  the  time 
of  his  death  and  had  held  that  position  for  eight  years,  having  been 
elected  at  the  surprisingly  early  age  of  twenty-two. 

A.  J.  Andrews  is  one  of  the  best  known  attorneys  in  Zanesville, 
Muskingum  County.  He  is  also  one  of  the  leading  Democrats  and 
has  been  an  able  worker  for  that  party  for  forty  years.  He  was 
Prosecuting  Attorney  from  1873  to  1879  and  has  been  City  Counsel 
for  years,  besides  which  he  has  served  several  terms  on  the  Board  of  Ed- 
ucation. He  has  been  a delegate  to  many  conventions,  notably  to  the 
Democratic  National  Convention  held  in  Chicago  in  1896.  There  he 
voted  for  William  Jennings  Bryan  and  has  been  a firm  friend  of  the 
great  Commoner  ever  since.  He  has  twice  been  elected  City  Solici- 
tor and  is  the  only  Democrat  who  has  been  so  honored  by  Zanesville. 
He  has  done  a great  deal  of  work  on  committees  and  is  at  present 
chairman  of  the  Democratic  County  Committee,  a position  in  which 
his  experience  and  ability  render  him  invaluable.  His  only  society 
is  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  of  which  he  has  been  a member  since  1867, 
but  he  has  been  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  since 
1864. 
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Sherman  A.  Murray  was  bom  in  the  town  of  Good  Hope, 
Fayette  County,  Ohio,  in  1868.  After  passing  through  the  public 
.schools  of  his  native  place  he  took  a course  in  the  Normal  University  at 
Lebanon,  Ohio,  and  became  a teacher.  He  taught  school  for  twenty 
years  and  is  one  of  the  best  known  educators  in  the  state. 

Mr.  Murray  is  one  of  the  best  known  Democrats  in  Fayette 
County  and  has  been  very  active  in  politics  for  more  than  twenty  years. 
For  that  length  of  time  he  has  been  a member  of  both  the  Central  and 
Executive  Committees  and  since  1902  has  been  Secretary  of  both.  He 
was  a member  of  the  Board  of  Elections  for  two  terms  and  is  one  of 
the  active  Democratic  workers  during  campaigns  in  Fayette  County. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Odd  Fellows  and  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity. 

CHARLES  B.  Dechant  was  born  in  Franklin  County,  Ohio,  De- 
cember, 1873.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  at  Notre 
Dame  University,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1 893  at  the  early  age  of 
twenty.  After  graduating  he  took  up  the  study  of  law  and  was  duly 
admitted  to  the  bar,  since  which  time  he  has  been  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession  at  Lebanon,  Ohio. 

Mr.  Dechant  has  been  an  active  Democrat  all  his  life  and  his  ser- 
vices to  the  Party  are  highly  appreciated  by  the  Democrats  of  Butler 
County.  He  has  been  delegate  to  county,  state  and  senatorial  con- 
ventions and  served  as  chairman  of  the  county  committee  in  1 898,  1900, 
1904  and  1908.  He  is  an  unusually  capable  organizer  and  campaign 
worker  and  when,  in  1898,  he  was  candidate  for  Prosecuting  Attorney 
of  Butler  County,  he  was  duly  elected.  In  1903  he  was  the  Demo- 
cratic candidate  for  Probate  Judge,  but  lost  by  237  votes. 

On  September  6,  1899,  Charles  B.  Dechant  married  Bessie 
Smith.  His  parents  were  Edward  and  Elizabeth  Dechant.  He  is 
a member  of  the  Order  of  Elks  and  is  known  all  over  the  state  as 
a successful  lawyer  and  a staunch  Democrat. 
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JUDGE  Thomas  Beer. — The  name  of  Judge  Thomas  Beer  is 
inseparably  connected  with  the  history  of  northwestern  Ohio  and  will 
be  ever  remembered  in  its  annals.  He  saw  that  part  of  the  country 
grow  from  a wilderness  to  a fertile  territory  studded  with  flourishing 
cities  and  thriving  communities,  and  in  that  great  development  he  was 
a prominent  factor.  While  the  ax  and  the  plow  were  converting 
the  forest  into  fertile  fields  he  was  cultivating  the  minds  of  the  young 
generation,  and  while  architects  and  builders  were  rearing  cities  he 
was  propounding  the  law  and  building  up  citizenship  and  patriotism. 
An  eminent  lawyer  and  a great  jurist  he  diffused  the  breath  of  justice; 
a virile  editor  and  trenchant  orator  he  inculcated  the  rights  of  man. 
And  throughout  northwestern  Ohio  he  was  not  only  respected,  but  re- 
vered. 

The  Beer  family  in  America  dates  from  the  year  1 764  when 
William  Beer,  a native  of  Londonderry,  Ireland,  settled  in  Northamp- 
ton County,  Pa.  With  him  he  brought  his  son,  Thomas,  who  at  the 
beginning  of  the  Revolutionary  War  enlisted  in  Col.  Stroud’s  Penn- 
sylvania Regiment  and  served  under  five  enlistments.  He  was  wound- 
ed at  the  Battle  of  Trenton  and  taken  to  the  home  of  Lieut.  Richard 
Aten  where  he  was  nursed  by  Adeline  Aten,  who  later  became  his 
wife.  Their  son,  Rev.  Thomas  Beer,  D.D.,  was  born  in  North- 
hampton County,  Pa.,  March  22,  1801,  graduated  from  Western 
University  of  Pennsylvania  in  1827,  entered  Western  Theological 
Seminary  the  same  year,  was  licensed  to  preach  in  1 829  and  graduated 
from  the  Seminary  in  1830.  He  married  Margaret  Cameron  and 
Judge  Thomas  Beer  was  their  son.  Rev.  Thomas  Beer  was  one  of 
the  pioneer  Presbyterian  ministers  of  Ohio.  Margaret  Cameron  was 
the  daughter  of  John  Cameron  of  the  celebrated  Scottish  “clan  Came- 
ron,” and  the  Judge  was  justifiably  proud  of  this  strain  of  blood  in  his 
family — a strain  which  was  long  ago  immortalized  in  that  stirring  song, 
“The  March  of  the  Cameron  Men.” 

Judge  Thomas  Beer  was  born  in  Wayne  County,  Ohio,  Septenv 
ber  7,  1 832,  and  was  educated  in  the  country  schools  and  the  historic 
old  Vermillion  Academy  at  Hayesville,  Ashland  County.  In  1848, 
at  the  age  of  sixteen,  he  began  teaching  school  and  continued  in  that 
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occupation  for  five  years.  During  this  time  he  commenced  the  study 
of  law  in  his  spare  time,  and  with  a fixed  purpose  continued  his  legal 
studies  for  eleven  years,  although  engaged  in  different  occupations  dur- 
ing that  period  of  his  life.  While  teaching  he  also  took  up  the  study 
of  telegraphy  and  was  engaged  as  an  operator  from  1853  to  1858. 
During  part  of  that  time  he  also  served  as  Post  Master  of  Alliance, 
Ohio. 

In  1858  Judge  Beer  purchased  the  Stark  County  Democrat , 
which  he  conducted  for  two  years,  then,  in  1860,  he  moved  to  Bucyrus 
to  take  the  position  as  Editor  of  the  Forum . As  a newspaper  man  he 
gave  evidence  of  surpassing  ability  and  had  he  continued  in  that 
sphere  of  work  he  would  undoubtedly  have  become  one  of  the  great- 
est names  in  the  newspaper  world.  His  editorials  written  before  he 
was  thirty  years  of  age — written  fifty  years  ago — are  models  reveal- 
ing a brilliant  intellect  and  exalted  conceptions.  Those  articles  are 
not  only  entertaining  but  instructive  today  after  the  lapse  of  half 
a century  with  all  the  changes  that  have  occurred  in  that  length  of 
time;  but  he  had  chosen  a legal  career  and  therein  his  splendid  intellect 
and  love  of  right  raised  him  to  the  rank  of  one  of  the  most  distinguished 
jurists  who  have  ever  graced  the  Bench  of  Ohio. 

Judge  Beer  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1 862  and  began  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession  in  Bucyrus,  but  he  had  only  been  a lawyer  one 
year  when  he  was  elected  to  the  Ohio  Legislature  in  1863.  He  prov- 
ed himself  an  able  legislator  and  a forceful  debater,  so  he  was  re- 
elected in  1865,  and  during  his  second  term  delivered  his  memorable 
speech  against  the  adoption  of  the  Fifteenth  Amendment.  The 
Speech  attracted  attention  all  over  the  country  and  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands of  copies  of  it  were  printed  and  distributed  as  campaign  literature 
by  the  Democratic  Party.  In  1874  Judge  Beer  was  a member  of 
the  Constitutional  Convention,  and  served  as  Secretary  of  its  Judicial 
Committee,  besides  being  a member  of  the  Committee  on  Municipal 
Corporations. 

On  August  15,  1874,  Thomas  Beer  was  appointed  by  Governor 
William  Allen,  Common  Pleas  Judge  for  the  Fourth  Sub-Division  of 
the  Third  Judicial  District,  comprising  the  counties  of  Wood,  Seneca, 
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Hancock,  Wyandot,  Marion  and  Crawford,  succeeding  Judge  Abner 
M.  Jackson,  resigned.  In  October  of  that  year  he  was  elected  to  fill 
out  the  unexpired  term  and  was  twice  reelected,  namely  in  1876  and 
1881.  When  the  Circuit  Court  was  organized  in  1884,  Judge  Beer 
was  one  of  the  three  men  chosen  for  the  Third  Circuit  and  at  the  expira- 
tion of  his  term  in  1 886  was  reelected  for  a full  term  of  six  years.  In 
1892  he  was  candidate  of  the  Democratic  Party  for  Supreme  Judge, 
but  failed  of  election  although  the  contest  was  exceedingly  close,  the 
whole  Democratic  ticket,  including  Grover  Cleveland,  polling  within 
from  1,000  to  2,000  votes  of  Harrison  and  the  Republican  ticket. 
Judge  JBeer’s  nomination  for  Supreme  Judge  was  entirely  unsolicited 
by  him.  He  was  placed  upon  the  ticket  in  order  that  the  Party 
might  have  the  prestige  and  benefit  of  his  high  character  and  judicial 
fame.  It  was  a fitting  recognition  of  his  worth. 

In  the  memorable  year  of  1 896,  when  Bryan  captured  the  Demo- 
cratic National  Convention  with  a beautiful  phrase  and  the  vain  cry 
of  Free  Silver,  Judge  Beer  declined  to  follow  the  apostle  of  a new 
political  creed — a creed  which  even  its  founder  has  abandoned.  In- 
stead he  joined  with  the  thinking  Democrats  of  the  country  to  uphold 
the  national  faith  and  an  honest  dollar,  and  had  the  honor  of  being 
temporary  chairman  of  the  Indianapolis  Convention  that  nominated 
Palmer  and  Buckner.  He  was  also  chairman  of  the  state  convention 
of  the  National  Democratic  Party  which  met  in  Columbus,  September 
9,  1897,  and  nominated  a State  ticket,  headed  by  Julius  Dexter  of 
Cincinnati,  for  Governor.  Twice  Judge  Beer  declined  the  nomination 
for  Governor  of  Ohio,  the  nomination  for  Congress  and  various  offices 
of  public  trust  with  which  his  Party  desired  to  honor  him. 

After  1893  Judge  Beer  was  engaged  in  the  active  practice  of 
the  law  and  neither  sought  nor  held  any  public  office.  He  was  en- 
gaged as  counsel  in  some  very  important  cases  which  involved  the  set- 
tlement of  weighty  legal  questions  and  was  quite  as  successful  in  con- 
ducting a case  as  he  was  in  preparing  an  opinion.  He  possessed  a 
remarkably  retentive  memory  and  after  having  once  found  laws  and 
citations  thereon  he  could,  without  hesitation,  and  with  unerring  ac- 
curacy turn  to  them  whenever  he  needed  to  use  them,  even  after  the 
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lapse  of  years.  He  did  not  use  an  Encylopedia  of  Law,  although  his 
library  was  one  of  the  largest  in  northwestern  Ohio.  In  the  family  he  was 
lovingly  designated  The  Encyclopedia,  because  he  was  seldom  asked 
a question,  literary  or  scientific,  to  which  he  could  not  give  an  accurate 
and  concise  answer.  This  vast  store  of  knowledge  was  due  to  his 
life-long  habit  of  serious  reading  and  a rare  discrimination  in  his  choice 
of  books  and  facts.  He  was  exceedingly  fond  of  poetry  and  could 
repeat  hundreds  of  hymns  as  well  as  countless  productions  of  the 
English  poets.  From  the  age  of  three  years  he  was  able  to  repeat 
the  Westminster  Shorter  Catechism.  In  later  life  he  could  ask  and  an- 
swer all  of  the  questions  of  this  catechism  from  beginning  to  end  and 
vice  versa.  He  was  a life-long  student  of  the  Bible.  He  had  ex- 
traordinary musical  ability.  His  voice  was  unusually  sweet  and  pow- 
erful and  he  could  sing  tenor  or  bass  at  will.  He  read  music  accurate- 
ly and  was  the  composer  of  a number  of  airs  of  no  mean  merit.  He 
played  upon  the  flute,  violin,  and  piano.  He  had  a talent  for  drawing 
which  afforded  much  amusement  to  his  friends,  who  frequently  saw 
upon  the  margins  of  his  legal  papers  the  sketches  of  persons  who 
chanced  to  be  in  the  court  room.  He  was  a great  lover  of  nature  and 
his  avocation  was  farming. 

On  April  23,  1836,  Judge  Beer  married  Tabitha  M.  Dinsmore 
of  Ashland  County,  and  on  April  23,  1 906,  they  celebrated  their  gold- 
en Wedding.  They  had  a family  of  nine  children,  seven  of  whom  are 
still  living.  They  are:  Dr.  James  D.  Beer,  a practicing  physician  of 
Wooster,  Ohio;  Thomas  C.  Beer,  a farmer  of  Bucyrus,  Ohio;  Wil- 
liam C.  Beer,  attorney.  New  York  City;  Dorcas  G.  Beer,  teacher 
of  English  in  the  high  school  at  Yonkers,  N.  Y. ; Katherine  J.  Beer, 
who  resides  at  home;  Robert  L.  Beer,  Assistant  Post  Master,  Yonk- 
ers, N.  Y. ; Mary  Elizabeth  Beer,  Grand  Opera  artist,  Yonkers,  N. 
Y.  Dorcas  Katherine  Beer,  a grandchild,  has  resided  with  her  grand- 
parents since  infancy. 

Judge  Beer  died  on  May  17,  1910,  in  his  seventy-eighth  year, 
and  although  he  had  lived  beyond  the  allotted  age  of  man  his  death 
was  universally  regretted.  The  Bar  of  Crawford  County  held  a mem- 
orial service  to  honor  his  memory,  at  which  Judge  John  J.  Moore,  of 
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Ottawa,  in  a carefully  prepared  oration  paid  a glowing  tribute  to  the 
ability  and  worth  of  Judge  Beer.  Judge  Moore  paid  him  the  highest 
possible  tribute  when  he  said : 

“His  integrity  never  for  a moment  was  or  could  be  brought  into 
doubt  and  his  courage  never  permitted  him  to  fear  to  do  what  he  be- 
lieved to  be  right.** 

Judge  Beer  was  a very  earnest  Christian,  which  was  evinced  not 
only  by  his  membership  in  the  Presbyterian  Church,  but  was  occasion- 
ally manifested  in  serious  cases  when  he  sat  upon  the  Bench.  Although 
an  entertaining  talker  he  never  cared  for  society,  as  the  word  is  under- 
stood, but  in  the  society  of  congenial  friends  he  was  a brilliant  entertain- 
er. He  read  much,  traveled  much,  saw  much  and  had  an  inexhaust- 
ible fund  of  reminiscences  of  early  days. 

Hon.  CHARLES  H.  Graves,  Secretary  of  State  for  Ohio,  has 
done  enough  during  his  first  term  of  office  to  prove  to  the  electors  of  the 
state  that  no  more  capable  man  has  ever  occupied  this  responsible  office, 
and  to  strengthen  vastly  the  Democratic  Party  in  public  confidence. 

Charles  H.  Graves  was  born  near  Oak  Harbor,  Ottawa  County, 
Ohio,  June  24,  1 872,  and  graduated  from  the  Oak  Harbor  high  school 
at  the  age  of  seventeen.  He  then  entered  the  law  department  at  Ann 
Arbor  and  was  graduated  and  admitted  to  the  bar  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
four.  Before  his  election  to  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State,  at  the 
early  age  of  thirty-eight,  he  had  won  recognition  as  one  of  the  leading 
-lawyers  of  Ohio,  and  his  decisions  upon  important  legal  questions  which 
have  come  up  to  him  as  Secretary  of  State  have  shown  that  his  ability 
has  been  rated  none  too  high.  His  decision  that  a candidate  may  not 
have  his  name  upon  two  different  tickets  has  caused  much  comment 
and  no  little  criticism,  but  it  has  served  to  make  the  procedure  clear 
for  all  time. 

Secretary  Graves  has  conducted  his  office  not  only  with  great 
efficiency  but  honestly  and  economically.  During  the  first  year  of 
his  administration  the  business  of  his  office  increased  more  than  $75,000 
in  volume  but  the  expense  of  the  office  decreased  more  than  $3,000 
as  compared  with  the  preceding  year.  Every  department  under  him 
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has  been  conducted  with  the  most  rigid  regard  for  the  public  interest 
and  in  every  department  there  has  been  a saving  while  the  highest  degree 
of  efficiency  has  been  maintained  along  with  the  most  pleasing  courtesy 
toward  the  public.  A complete  system  of  bookkeeping  has  been  inaug- 
urated by  Secretary  Graves  and  a record  has  been  made  and  kept  of 
every  transaction,  a policy  which  was  not  carried  out  until  he  took 
charge  of  the  office.  In  1912  he  was  renominated  by  the  Democratic 
Party  and  was  reelected  in  November. 

On  September  2,  1896,  Charles  H.  Graves  married  Miss  Em- 
ma B.  Graves,  at  Oak  Harbor,  Ohio.  They  have  two  sons,  Barton 
and  Scott.  Mr.  Graves*  parents  were  John  H.  and  Mary  Graves. 
John  H.  Graves  was  a German  by  birth  but  came  to  this  country  at 
the  age  of  eleven  years. 

Judge  Martin  Dewey  Follett. — When  Judge  Martin 
Dewey  Follett  completed  his  earthly  career  on  August  22,  1911, 
there  departed  from  this  life  an  eminent  jurist,  a renowned  lawyer 
and  a revered  humanitarian.  He  lived  to  a venerable  age  — far 
beyond  the  allotted  three  score  and  ten.  He  was  bom  in  Enosburg, 
Franklin  County,  Vermont,  October  8,  1826,  and  was  the  son  of 
Captain  Fassett  Follett  and  a grandson  of  Martin  Dewey  Follett.  In 
1836  his  parents  with  their  nine  children  left  Vermont,  traveled  west, 
and  settled  on  a farm  in  Licking  County,  Ohio.  There  the  future 
judge  grew  to  manhood,  taught  school  several  years,  then  entered 
Marietta  College,  completed  the  course  in  two  years  and  graduated 
with  the  highest  honors  in  the  class  of  1853,  receiving  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts.  Three  years  later  he  received  the  degree  of  Master 
of  Arts  from  his  Alma  Mater.  After  leaving  college  he  taught 
in  the  Newark,  Ohio,  High  School  for  one  year  and  in  the  academy 
and  public  schools  of  Marietta  for  two  years.  In  1856  he  was  elect- 
ed Superintendent  of  the  schools  of  Marietta,  an  office  which  he  filled 
with  ability  until  1858  when  he  resigned  to  take  up  the  practice  of 
law. 

In  1856  Martin  Dewey  Follett  married  Harriet  L.  Shipman  of 
Marietta,  Ohio.  They  had  four  children,  all  of  whom  are  deceased 
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except  Alfred  Dewey  Follett,  the  well  known  lawyer  of  Marietta. 
Judge  Follett  was  married  a second  time  in  1875  to  Abby  M.  Bailey 
of  Lowell,  Massachusetts.  They  had  one  son,  Edward  B.  Follett, 
now  Judge  of  the  Common  Pleas  Court  for  the  First  Sub-Division  of 
the  Seventh  Judicial  District  of  Ohio. 

Judge  Follett  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1858  and  immediate- 
ly began  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Marietta.  He  was  always 
a sincere  Democrat  although  never  an  obtrusive  politician.  In  1864 
he  was  a delegate  to  the  Democratic  National  Convention  at  Chicago 
which  nominated  General  George  B.  McClelland  for  President  on 
the  first  ballot.  In  1866  and  again  in  1868  he  was  honored  by  the 
Democratic  Party  in  his  district  with  the  nomination  for  Congressman, 
but  in  the  years  immediately  succeeding  the  War  it  was  almost  im- 
possible for  a Democrat  to  be  elected  to  any  office  in  Ohio.  He  took 
a deep  interest  in  local  affairs  and  exerted  a wide  influence  throughout 
his  part  of  the  state. 

At  the  October  election  in  1883  Judge  Follett  was  elected  to 
the  Supreme  Court  of  Ohio  and  served  upon  the  bench  from  December 
8,  1883,  until  February  9,  1888.  While  Judge  of  the  Supreme 
Court  he  established  a reputation  for  industry  and  judicial  ability 
which  raised  him  high  in  the  confidence  and  respect  of  the  profession 
throughout  the  state  and  of  his  judicial  associates.  He  was  associated 
upon  the  bench  with  such  men  as  George  W.  Mcllvane,  Selwyn  N. 
Owen,  John  W.  Okey,  Franklin  J.  Dickman  and  William  T.  Spear. 
After  retiring  from  the  bench  he  continued  the  practice  of  his  profession 
until  the  time  of  his  death. 

Judge  Follett  was  an  active  man  and  a diligent  worker  who  gave 
close  and  careful  attention  to  all  matters  entrusted  to  him,  yet  he 
found  time  because  he  was  inspired  by  a strong  sympathy,  to  do 
what  he  could  for  the  race  of  which  he  was  a member.  He  was 
distinctly  a humanitarian  and  by  his  work  and  influence  did  a 
great  deal  for  the  unfortunate  and  afflicted  in  Ohio.  His  value  in 
this  direction  was  so  highly  appreciated  that  Governor  Bishop  sent  him 
as  a delegate  from  Ohio  to  the  National  Conference  of  Charities  at 
Chicago  in  1879,  and  Governor  Foster  selected  him  as  the  delegate 
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to  Cleveland  in  1 880.  He  devoted  much  time  and  study  to  the  con- 
ditions of  the  criminal  and  insane  and  worked  for  the  improvement  of 
, conditions  surrounding  those  unfortunates.  As  a member  of  the 
Board  of  State  Charities  he  was  largely  instrumental  in  bringing  the 
penal,  reformatory  and  charitable  institutions  of  Ohio  to  their  present 
high  standard.  The  new  hospital  to  be  erected  at  Lima  for  the  care 
of  the  criminal  insane  can  be  traced  directly  to  the  influence  which 
Judge  Follett  exerted  for  many  years  upon  the  state’s  policy  of  caring 
for  its  wards.  His  valuable  work  was  inspired  by  the  sentiment  upon 
which  is  built  the  true  brotherhood  of  man  and  in  giving  that  sentiment 
a practical  expression  he  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  nation. 

Judge  Follett  was  a true  friend  of  education.  Possessing  a fine- 
ly trained  mind  and  having  the  experience  of  a teacher,  a lawyer  and 
a judge,  he  was  an  advocate  of  an  education  superior  to  the  needs 
of  commercialism — an  education  embracing  not  only  higher  studies  but 
also  culture  in  its  curriculum.  His  zeal  in  this  direction  caused  him  to 
serve  upon  the  local  Board  of  Education  and  on  the  Board  of  Trustees 
of  Marietta  College  for  many  years;  also  he  was  a charter  member  of 
the  Marietta  Reading  Club,  and  a faithful  attendant  at  its  meetings 
until  his  death.  Because  of  his  attitude  toward  mental  development 
he  regarded  the  law  as  a profession  rather  than  a business  and  he 
never  lost  interest  in  the  meetings  of  the  Ohio  State  Bar  Association 
nor  in  the  American  Bar  Association  of  which  he  was  a member  and 
to  which  he  rendered  valuable  services  by  accepting  places  upon  im- 
portant committees. 

Regarding  the  character  of  Judge  Follett  the  Ohio  Law  Bulletin 
of  September  11,  1911,  had  this  to  say  editorially: 

“As  a man.  Judge  Follett  possessed  an  interesting  and  strong  per- 
sonality; as  a citizen,  he  was  ever  willing  to  assume  his  full  share  of 
the  burden  of  public  services;  as  a lawyer,  he  was  successful,  always 
faithful  to  his  client,  and  honorable;  and  as  a Christian,  a faithful  at- 
tendant upon  the  services  of  the  First  Congregational  Church  and  in  his 
daily  life  loyal  to  his  religious  convictions. 

“In  the  death  of  Judge  Follett  the  bar  has  lost  a faithful  member 
who  possessed  true  ideals  of  life  and  ethics,  and  the  memory  of  whom 
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will  continue  to  inspire  all  those  who  were  so  fortunate  as  to  know 
him  and,  by  association,  to  catch  the  spirit  of  honor,  integrity,  independ- 
ence and  grit  which  made  him  stand  out  among  his  fellows.** 

Hon.  Edward  B.  Follett,  the  son  of  Judge  Martin  Dewey 
and  Abby  M.  (Bailey)  Follett,  was  born  in  Washington  County, 
Ohio,  July  10,  1878.  He  received  his  literary  education  at  the  Mari- 
etta Academy  and  Marietta  College,  after  which  he  took  up  the  study 
of  law,  first  at  Western  Reserve  Law  School  and  then  at  the  Harvard 
Law  School.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1903  and  entered  into 
partnership  with  his  father,  forming  the  law  firm  of  Follett  & Follett 
which  existed  until  Edward  B.  Follett  was  elected  to  the  bench  in 

1910. 

Judge  Edward  B.  Follett  has  been  a very  prominent  figure  in  the 
Democratic  Party  of  his  part  of  the  state  in  recent  years.  He  served 
upon  the  Washington  County  Democratic  Executive  Committee  sever- 
al times  and  has  been  selected  as  delegate  to  county,  district  and  state 
Democratic  conventions.  He  was  elected  Prosecuting  Attorney  of 
Washington  County  in  1 906  by  a majority  of  400,  being  the  only  Dem- 
ocrat elected  to  a local  office  in  the  county  for  more  than  twenty  years. 
In  1908  he  was  reelected  Prosecuting  Attorney,  increasing  his  majority 
to  1820,  figures  exceeding  those  of  Harmon  over  Harris  by  about 
1600.  He  served  two  terms  as  Prosecuting  Attorney. 

In  1910  he  was  nominated  to  oppose  Judge  John  T.  Pyle  (Re- 
publican) of  New  Lexington  for  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  for  the  First  Sub-Division  of  the  Seventh  Judicial  District  of 
Ohio.  Judge  Pyle  contested  the  nomination  in  order  that  he  might 
himself  be  elected  without  opposition.  He  claimed  that  there  was 
not  a quorum  at  the  Democratic  convention.  The  delegates  were  re- 
convened and  Edward  B.  Follett  was  again  chosen  as  the  Democratic 
nominee.  Again  his  opponent  contested  the  nomination,  but  by  a rul- 
ing of  the  Attorney-General,  who  was  himself  a Republican,  Judge 
Follett’s  name  was  ordered  to  be  placed  upon  the  ballot  and  he  was 
elected  by  a majority  of  3387  in  that  strongly  Republican  district 
composed  of  the  counties  of  Washington,  Athens,  Perry  and  Monroe. 
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His  majority  was  greater  by  1100  than  that  of  Harmon’s  over  Hard- 
ing, and  Harmon’s  majority  over  the  state  was  a record  breaker  in 
1910.  Judge  Follett  was  thus  honored  when  only  thirty-two  years  of 
age. 

On  March  6,  1906,  Edward  B.  Follett  married  Jannette  Lock- 
wood  of  Marietta.  His  father.  Judge  Martin  Dewey  Follett,  who 
died  August  22,  1911,  was  a distinguished  jurist  and  sat  on  the  Su- 
preme bench  of  Ohio.  His  mother,  Abby  M.  Follett,  is  still  living. 
Judge  Follett  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  affiliated  with 
American  Union  Lodge  No.  1,  F.  & A.  M.  and  a Knight  Templar 
in  Marietta  Commandery  No.  50.  He  is  also  a member  of  the  Order 
of  Red  Men  and  several  college  fraternities. 


JOSEPH  WlLKENS  Eylar  was  born  at  Carlisle,  Brown  County, 
Ohio,  March  1 1,  1847,  and  was  the  eldest  son  of  John  and  Anna  A. 
Eylar.  His  parents  moved  to  Adams  County  when  he  was  quite  young 
and  what  education  he  received  was  obtained  in  the  schools  at  Winches- 
ter, Youngsville  and  West  Union,  in  which  places  the  family  successive- 
ly lived.  While  a mere  lad  he  took  up  newspaper  work  at  West  Union, 
identifying  himself  with  the  Democratic  Union , then  under  the  editorial 
management  of  Hon.  John  K.  Billings.  He  had  learned  his  trade 
at  Georgetown  with  John  K.  Doran,  one  of  the  leading  writers  of 
southern  Ohio.  The  Democratic  Union  having  suspended,  young 
Eylar,  then  only  thirteen  years  of  age,  enlisted  with  the  Commissary 
Department  of  the  Union  forces  and  served  throughout  the  Civil  War. 
At  the  close  of  the  War  he  returned  to  West  Union  where  he  took 
over  the  printing  plant  of  the  defunct  Democratic  Union  and  launched 
the  People's  Defender , wrhich  has  since  been  the  official  Democratic 
organ  in  Adams  County,  and  with  which  he  brought  that  county  safe- 
ly into  the  Democratic  column.  He  was  elected  a member  of  the 
Sixty-Third  and  Sixty-Fourth  General  Assemblies,  to  represent  Adams 
County,  and  while  a member  of  the  Legislature  made  for  himself  a 
reputation  that  extended  all  over  Ohio,  and  established  him  as  one  of 
the  leading  advisory  members  of  his  Party  until  his  death.  The  re- 
sponsibility of  serving  upon  the  important  committees  in  state,  district 
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and  county  assemblies  to  further  the  interests  of  the  Party  came  to 
him  more  often  than  to  any  other  member  of  his  Party  in  southern 
Ohio. 

Joseph  Wilkens  Eylar  was  married  early  in  life  to  Mary  Ellen 
Oldson,  and  to  this  union  were  born  four  children,  namely:  Margaret 
A.,  William  Allen,  James  Norton  and  Lottie  S.  Hall.  William 
Allen  Eylar  is  now  manager  and  editor  of  the  News  Democrat  at 
Georgetown.  He  is  one  of  the  well  known  newspaper  men  of  the 
state,  and  not  only  through  the  columns  of  the  News  Democrat , but  by 
his  personal  influence  and  ability  has  contributed  largely  to  the  prestige 
cf  the  Democratic  Party  in  Brown  County. 

Joseph  Wilkens  Eylar  moved  to  Georgetown,  Ohio,  with  his 
family  in  1900  and  assumed  editorial  management  of  the  News 
Democrat , which  he  continued  to  edit  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
August  15,  1906.  Of  a retiring  disposition  he  never  sought  political 
honor,  although  frequently  urged  by  friends  to  go  forward  in  behalf 
of  his  Party.  He  was  a firm  believer  in  the  principles  of  his  Party, 
and  he  found  sufficient  recompense  in  assisting  and  urging  forward 
those  whom  he  found  worthy  in  his  Party  and  in  establishing  more 
firmly  the  principles  of  Democracy. 


WlLLIAM  L.  Jones  was  born  in  Pleasant  Township,  Brown 
County,  Ohio,  June  19,  1868.  He  received  his  early  education  in  the 
public  schools,  which  he  attended  until  1889,  after  which  he  worked 
by  the  month  on  neighboring  farms  for  tvyo  years.  He  then  began 
working  a farm  on  shares  with  the  owner  and  in  1 893  bought  a farm 
for  himself.  He  was  engaged  in  agriculture  until  1910,  when  he  was 
appointed  Superintendent  of  the  Infirmary,  which  office  he  now  holds. 

Mr.  Jones  is  one  of  the  active  and  ardent  Democrats  of  Brown 
County  and  has  served  as  delegate  to  county,  senatorial,  congression- 
al and  state  conventions.  He  is  a member  of  the  progressive  branch 
of  the  Democratic  Party  of  Brown  County  and  is  one  of  the  thinking, 
working  Democrats  of  southern  Ohio. 

1891,  William  L.  Jones  married  Dora  C.  Kauffman.  They 
have  three  children,  Blanch,  Audray  and  Howard.  Mr.  Jones  is  a 
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member  of  the  Odd  Fellows,  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  and 
is  a Royal  Arch  Mason.  He  has  passed  through  all  the  chairs  in  Odd 
Fellowship. 

William  B.  Albright  was  bom  in  Fincastle,  Brown  County, 
Ohio,  April  18,  1863.  He  received  his  early  training  in  the  public 
schools  and  then  took  a course  in  the  Normal  School  at  Fincastle,  grad- 
uating in  the  class  of  1884.  For  the  next  seven  years  he  was  engaged 
in  teaching  country  schools.  In  1890  he  was  appointed  Enrollment 
Clerk  in  the  House  of  Representatives  by  Governor  Campbell,  a po- 
sition which  he  owed  to  the  good  offices  of  Judge  Pennell.  He  held 
that  office  during  Governor  Campbell’s  term  and  then  embarked  in  the 
transfer  and  livery  business  at  Ripley,  Ohio,  in  which  he  was  engaged 
for  twenty  years. 

Mr.  Albright  has  always  been  a staunch  Democrat  and  is  well 
known  at  Democratic  gatherings  and  conventions,  of  which  he  has  at- 
tended many  and  has  missed  none  for  several  years.  In  1910  he  was 
elected  to  the  office  of  County  Treasurer  by  the  handsome  majority  of 
1 540  votes,  and  is  now  discharging  the  duties  of  that  office  with  great 
credit  to  himself  and  the  highest  satisfaction  to  the  public. 

Mr.  Albright  is  a member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the 
Masonic  Fraternity,  in  which  he  is  a member  of  both  the  Blue  Lodge 
and  the  Chapter.  He  has  been  High  Priest  in  the  Chapter  and  is  at 
present  Royal  Arch  Chaplain. 

In  1889  William  B.  Albright  married  Clara  Corrigan  of  Ripley, 
Ohio.  They  have  two  sons,  James  Pennell  Albright,  who  is  present 
Deputy  Treasurer,  and  Harold  B.  Albright.  Mr.  Albright’s  parents 
were  John  and  Martha  Albright. 

John  Wood  was  born  at  St.  Martens,  Brown  County,  Ohio, 
August  15,  1859,  and  was  the  son  of  Charles  and  Ann  Wood,  who 
were  both  natives  of  Ireland  and  who  were  well  known  people  of 
their  day  in  southern  Ohio. 

At  the  age  of  seventeen  John  Wood  left  home  and  took  employ- 
ment in  Cincinnati,  where  he  remained  three  years.  He  then  returned 
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to  St.  Martens  and  engaged  in  business.  He  early  developed  an 
energy  that  indicated  determination  and  purpose  to  accomplish  what- 
ever he  undertook  and  an  ability  to  manage  affairs.  In  1878  he  was 
married  to  Louisa  Noel.  They  had  a family  of  seven  children  all  of 
whom  are  living,  namely:  Frank,  John,  Arthur,  Anna,  May,  Ada  and 
Robert. 

During  the  first  year  of  his  married  life  Mr.  Wood  engaged  in 
the  insurance  business  and  was  county  agent  of  the  Ohio  Farmers  In- 
surance Co.,  which  position  is  now  filled  by  his  son,  John  Wood,  Jr. 
He  also  took  an  active  interest  in  Democratic  politics.  In  1894  he 
was  the  nominee  of  the  Democratic  Party  for  Sheriff  of  Brown 
County  and  was  triumphantly  elected.  He  proved  a highly  capable 
officer  and  at  the  end  of  his  first  term  was  reelected,  serving  two  terms 
in  all.  The  attainment  of  the  highest  public  office  in  the  county  did 
not  cause  him  to  lose  his  interest  in  his  Party  or  the  success  of  Democ- 
racy and  he  was  always  very  active  in  working  for  the  best  interests 
of  Democracy.  His  fidelity  and  ability  were  appreciated  and  hon- 
ored time  and  again.  For  years  he  was  a member  of  the  County  Exec- 
utive Committee  and  later  was  sent  twice  as  delegate  from  his  district 
to  National  Democratic  Conventions,  namely:  to  Kansas  City  in  1900 
when  William  Jennings  Bryan  received  his  second  nomination,  and  to 
the  St.  Louis  Convention  in  1904  when  Alton  B.  Parker  was  nomi- 
nated for  President.  He  also  held  important  positions  upon  Demo- 
cratic state  committees  and  was  a member  of  the  celebrated  Duck- 
worth Club  of  Cincinnati.  He  attended  every  state,  senatorial  and 
congressional  convention  for  the  last  twenty  years  of  his  life. 

Mr.  Wood  took  an  active  interest  in  the  welfare  of  his  commu- 
nity and  through  his  business  ability  became  a prominent  factor  in  com- 
mercial affairs.  He  was  a director  and  stockholder  in  several  local 
enterprises  and  everything  with  which  he  was  connected  was  regarded 
as  sound  and  reliable.  He  impressed  all  with  whom  he  came  in  con- 
tact as  a man  of  those  sterling  qualities  of  character  which  distinguish 
the  leaders  among  men.  He  was  a man  of  whom  the  people  of  Brown 
County  were  proud,  but  with  all  his  ability  and  success  he  was  one  of 
those  men  who  always  had  a cheerful  word  for  those  who  came  his 
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way.  Moreover,  he  was  noted  for  the  value  which  he  placed  upon  his 
promises,  and  his  word  once  given  was  never  changed  or  broken. 
His  reputation  was  not  confined  to  Brown  County.  He  was  known 
and  honored  by  leading  men  all  over  the  state.  He  died  June  5, 
1908,  and  the  honorary  pallbearers  at  his  funeral  were  Judson  Har- 
mon, Congressman  M.  R.  Denver,  Senator  Isaac  Huffman  and  Mich- 
ael Devanney. 


OTWAY  J.  Cosgrave,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  is  a native  of 
Cincinnati.  His  father,  Otway  J.  Cosgrave,  Sr.,  was  among  the  ear- 
lier settlers  of  the  Queen  City.  During  his  lifetime  he  was  successfully 
engaged  in  the  leather  manufacturing  business  and  sustained  a high 
repute  among  his  business  associates. 

Mr.  Cosgrave  of  this  review  received  his  collegiate  education  at 
St.  Xavier  College  in  this  city  and  subsequently  took  up  the  study  of 
law  in  the  office  of  Lincoln,  Smith  & Stephens,  graduating  from  the 
Cincinnati  Law  College  in  1875.  From  that  time  to  the  present  he 
has  been  engaged  in  the  general  practice. 

One  of  the  most  important  matters  in  which  Mr.  Cosgrave  was 
interested  as  counsel  was  the  celebrated  case  of  Mannix  versus  Purcell, 
which  involved  the  question  of  the  liability  of  ecclesiastical  property 
for  the  debts  of  the  Most  Rev.  Edward  Purcell  at  the  time  of  his  fi- 
nancial disaster.  Mr.  Cosgrave  was  the  junior  counsel  under  the  Hon. 
George  Hoadly  and  E.  \V.  Kittredge,  representing  Mr.  Mannix  in 
that  famous  controversy.  The  leading  opposing  counsel  was  the  Hon. 
Timothy  D.  Lincoln,  under  whom  Mr.  Cosgrave  had  studied.  Asso- 
ciated with  Mr.  Lincoln  was  the  late  William  M.  Ramsey,  Alex- 
ander Long,  L.  W.  Goss,  Samuel  J.  Miller,  Thomas  A.  Logan  and 
a number  of  other  leading  attorneys.  This  case  occupied  three  months 
in  its  trial,  and  the  opening  argument  in  behalf  of  the  assignee  was  de- 
livered by  Mr.  Cosgrave,  occupying  t*vo  and  one-half  days.  The 
case  involved  questions  of  civil,  ecclesiastical  and  canon  law.  Mr. 
Cosgrave  so  distinguished  himself  in  this  case  that  St.  Xavier  College, 
his  alma  mater,  conferred  on  him  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts  in 
recognition  of  his  ability. 
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His  earnest  efforts  in  behalf  of  his  clients,  his  close  application 
and  the  exercise  of  his  native  and  acquired  talents  have  gained  him 
high  prestige  as  a lawyer.  His  arguments  have  elicited  warm  com- 
mendation not  only  from  his  associates  at  the  bar  but  also  from  the 
bench.  His  presentation  of  his  cause  always  indicated  wide  research, 
careful  thought  and  the  best  and  strongest  reasons  that  could  be  urged 
for  his  contentions. 

In  1882  Mr.  Cosgrave  was  elected  county  solicitor  on  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket,  serving  in  that  capacity  until  the  close  of  the  year  1884. 
Subsequently  he  was  his  party’s  candidate  for  congress  and  for  common 
pleas  judge  but  shared  in  the  general  defeat  of  his  party. 

It  was  while  he  was  serving  as  county  solicitor  that  the  court- 
house riot  took  place,  leading  to  the  destruction  of  the  courthouse  and 
all  its  records.  The  rebuilding  of  the  courthouse  and  the  restoration 
of  the  records  demanded  so  much  of  the  solicitor’s  time  that  the  law- 
yers of  Hamilton  county  almost  unanimously  urged  the  passage  of  a 
law  giving  Mr.  Cosgrave  authority  to  appoint  an  assistant  solicitor, 
which  he  did  in  the  person  of  Judge  Moses  F.  Wilson.  Judge  Rufus 
B.  Smith,  who  succeeded  Mr.  Cosgrave,  chose  for  his  assistant  Wil- 
liam H.  Taft,  who  up  to  that  time  had  held  but  one  public  office, 
that  of  assistant  prosecuting  attorney  under  Judge  Miller  Outcalt. 
Thus  it  was  that  Mr.  Cosgrave,  a Democrat,  created  an  office  which 
was  subsequently  filled  by  William  H.  Taft,  afterwards  president  of 
the  United  States.  The  friendly  personal  relationship  that  was  cre- 
ated at  that  time  between  Mr.  Cosgrave  and  Mr.  Taft  has  continued 
up  to  the  present  time. 

Mr.  Cosgrave  maintains  his  offices  in  the  Wiggins  building.  He 
has  a wide  acquaintance  in  Cincinnati,  and  his  social  qualities  have 
won  him  many  friends,  while  his  strong  mentality  and  untiring  indus- 
try have  gained  him  an  enviable  position  in  professional  circles. 

Charles  Mills  LuthY,  son  of  Christian  F.  and  Losia  (Mills) 
Luthy,  was  born  at  Millersburg,  Holmes  County,  Ohio,  November  19, 
1877.  After  passing  through  the  Millersburg  High  School  he  took 
a course  in  the  University  of  Michigan  and  subsequently  a special 
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course  in  elocution  and  oratory  at  the  University  of  Minnesota,  Min- 
neapolis, Minnesota.  Returning  from  college  he  entered  the  retail 
hardware  business  at  Millersburg  but  soon  removed  to  Columbus  and 
engaged  in  the  wholesale  hardware  trade,  occupying  the  position  of 
sales  manager  and  purchasing  agent.  He  remained  in  this  position 
until  July  31,  1911,  when  he  resigned  to  accept  the  appointment  of 
member  of  the  Board  of  Review  of  Columbus. 

Mr.  Luthy  is  one  of  the  most  active  and  influential  young  Demo- 
crats of  the  state.  He  has  been  constantly  working  for  the  party  since 
he  became  of  age  and  even  before  that  date.  In  1 897  he  became  sec- 
retary of  the  Democratic  Committee  of  Holmes  County  and  was 
made  chairman  of  that  committee  the  following  year,  a position  which 
he  filled  with  ability  for  three  years.  During  1 899  and  1 900  he  was 
president  of  the  Millersburg  Bryan  Club.  He  campaigned  in  the 
Seventeenth  Congressional  District  of  Ohio  in  1896,  1897,  1899  and 
1900,  and  during  the  campaign  in  the  century  year  was  called  outside 
of  Ohio  to  make  speeches.  When  residing  in  Holmes  County  he  was 
a delegate  to  every  state  convention  from  1897  to  1901  inclusive,  and 
was  a delegate  to  congressional,  judicial  and  senatorial  conventions 
during  that  period.  Since  residing  in  Columbus  he  has  continued  to 
be  an  active  and  influential  worker  for  the  Democratic  Party.  In 
J 905  he  campaigned  for  the  state  ticket,  and  in  1 909  was  very  active 
both  as  a speaker  and  worker  for  Frank  R.  Vance  in  his  candidacy 
for  the  mayoralty  of  Columbus.  In  the  state  campaigns  of  1908, 
1910  and  1912  he  campaigned  throughout  the  state  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Democratic  State  Committee.  Notwithstanding  his  con- 
sistent and  valuable  work  for  the  Ohio  Democracy  Mr.  Luthy  was 
never  a candidate  for  any  office  until  he  applied  for  membership  on  the 
Board  of  Review  of  Columbus. 

On  June  1,  1912,  Charles  M.  Luthy  married  Jane  Louise, 
daughter  of  John  D.  Maddux  of  London,  Madison  County,  Ohio. 
Mr.  Luthy  is  a Knight  Templar  in  the  Masonic  Order,  having  passed 
through  the  Blue  Lodge,  Chapter  and  Commandery.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Mystic  Shrine. 
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A.  V.  DONAHEY,  Auditor  of  State  for  Ohio,  has  a somewhat  re- 
markable political  record  and  is  a man  of  unusual  personality  and 
ability.  He  was  born  at  Westchester,  Tuscarawas  County,  Ohio,  in 
1874,  and  after  graduating  from  the  New  Philadelphia  High  School 
learned  the  trade  of  printer.  He  was  engaged  in  the  printing  and  pub- 
lishing business  at  New  Philadelphia  until  he  became  State  Auditor. 

Mr.  Donahey  has  always  been  a thorough  Democrat  and  has  an 
ideal  conception  of  the  duties  of  public  officials.  As  ardent  as  he  is 
honest  he  attracted  the  attention  of  his  fellow  citizens  before  he  had  at- 
tained his  twenty-fifth  year  and  his  popularity  increased  rapidly  as 
people  began  to  know  him.  In  1 899  he  was  elected  clerk  of  Goshen 
Township  which  has  always  been  strongly  Republican.  In  1903  he 
was  elected  Auditor  of  Tuscarawas  County  and  at  the  expiration  of 
his  first  term  was  reelected,  running  far  ahead  of  the  Democratic  state 
ticket  and  receiving  the  largest  majority  ever  given  a candidate  of 
either  party  in  the  history  of  Tuscarawas  County.  In  1909  he  was 
elected  a member  of  the  New  Philadelphia  city  Board  of  Education. 
In  1911  he  was  strongly  urged  to  become  a candidate  for  member  of 
the  Fourth  Constitutional  Convention  of  Ohio,  and  without  making 
a personal  campaign,  without  giving  a single  pledge  and  without  news- 
paper support  he  received  700  votes  more  than  his  nearest  competitor  in 
a field  of  six  candidates.  He  was  an  active  member  of  the  Fourth 
Constitutional  Convention  which  was  the  most  notable  conclave  of  its 
kind  ever  held  in  any  state  in  the  Union,  its  proposals  being  remarkably 
progressive  and  meeting  with  the  approval  of  the  people  on  thirty- 
three  of  the  forty-one  Amendments.  At  the  Democratic  State  Con- 
vention at  Toledo  in  June,  1912,  five  prominent  men  were  placed  in 
nomination  for  the  office  of  State  Auditor  and  Mr.  Donahey  was 
chosen  on  the  fourth  ballot.  He  was  elected  in  the  great  Democrat- 
ic victory  of  November  5th  that  year,  and  his  election  forecasts  a new 
era  in  the  conduct  of  the  Auditor’s  office. 

In  January,  1897,  A.  V.  Donahey  married  Mamie  Edith  Har- 
vey and  they  have  a family  of  nine  children,  six  sons  and  three  daugh- 
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ters.  Mr.  Donahey’s  parents  were  John  C.  and  Catherine  (Chaney) 
Donahey.  His  grandfather  was  bom  in  Ohio  in  1 808  and  his  great- 
grandmother was  a full  cousin  of  Robert  Fulton.  Mr.  Donahey  is  a 
member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  International  Typograph- 
ical Union. 

GEORGE  E.  Pugh  was  one  of  the  great  Democratic  orators  of 
Ohio  in  the  stirring,  central,  period  of  the  nineteenth  century.  He  was 
bom  in  Cincinnati  November  28,  1822,  and  was  educated  at  Miami 
University.  He  enlisted  to  fight  in  the  Mexican  War  and  became 
captain  of  the  Fourth  Ohio.  In  1851  he  was  elected  Attorney  Gen- 
eral of  Ohio,  and  from  1855  to  1861  represented  his  state  in  the 
United  States  Senate.  He  was  a delegate  to  the  Charleston  Conven- 
tion in  1860  and  there  made  one  of  his  most  powerful  speeches  on 
slavery  in  reply  to  William  L.  Yancey.  His  plea  on  behalf  of  Clem- 
ent L.  Vallandigham  was  another  of>  his  notable  efforts,  but  all  his 
speeches  were  oratorical,  fiery,  bold  and  strong.  He  had  a powerful 
voice,  and  his  earnest  manner  made  his  speeches  impressive.  He  was 
a lawyer  by  profession  and  was  a remarkably  able  advocate.  He  was 
intimately  connected  with  the  politics  of  Ohio  for  a period  of  nearly 
thirty  years,  and  was  a most  important  factor  in  many  campaigns.  He 
died,  July  19,  1876. 

Hon.  TIMOTHY  T.  Ansberry,  Congressman  from  the  Fifth 
Ohio  District,  is  a native  of  the  county  in  which  he  resides.  He  was 
born  at  Defiance,  Ohio,  December  24,  1871,  and  was  educated  at 
Notre  Dame  University,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1893.  He 
is  a lawyer  by  profession,  and  has  long  been  a strong  supporter  of  the 
Democracy  of  Ohio.  He  has  been  a member  of  the  lower  house  at 
Washington,  since  March  4,  1907,  having  been  elected  to  the  Sixtieth 
Congress  in  November,  1906,  and  reelected  at  every  congressional 
election  since  that  date.  He  is  now  serving  his  fourth  term  as  Repre- 
sentative from  the  Fifth  District. 
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H.  Kampf,  one  of  the  brightest  editorial  writers  and  one  of  the 
ablest  newspaper  men  of  Ohio,  was  born  at  Bryan,  this  state,  in  1873. 
He  was  educated  at  the  Ohio  Military  Institute,  College  Hill,  and  at 
Denison  University,  Granville,  Ohio.  He  began  his  newspaper  life 
on  the  Auglaize  Count p Democrat , then  conducted  by  F.  P.  Kampf. 
In  1904  he  merged  the  Leader  and  the  Dispatch , both  dailies,  at  Piqua, 
into  the  Leader  and  Dispatch.  This  paper  is  an  elegant  sheet.  Demo- 
cratic in  politics,  and  has  the  largest  circulation  and  is  the  most  influ- 
ential newspaper  in  Miami  County. 

In  addition  to  supporting  the  Democratic  Party  in  the  columns 
of  the  Leader  and  Democrat , Mr.  Kampf  has  done  a great  deal  of 
valuable  work  for  the  Democratic  Party  in  Miami  County  and  the 
Seventh  Congressional  and  Twelfth  Senatorial  Districts.  He  has 
served  on  county  central  and  executive  committees  for  many  years;  he 
was  secretary  of  the  State  Committee  for  six  years  and  has  been  dele- 
gate to  many  state  conventions.  Also,  he  was  a delegate  to  the  Demo- 
cratic National  Convention  at  St.  Louis  in  1904  when  Alton  B.  Parker 
was  nominated  for  President. 

Carl  Carey  Anderson,  was  born  at  Bluffton,  Allen  County, 
Ohio,  December  2,  1877;  wrhen  a lad  his  parents  moved  to  Fremont. 
At  ten  years  of  age  he  wras  a newsboy  and  a bootblack.  He  received 
a partial  high- school  education,  but  early  began  a business  career;  at 
16  he  had  saved  money  enough  to  buy  a home  for  his  mother.  He 
was  married  in  September,  1904,  to  Miss  Nellie  Ford  of  Fremont.  He 
was  twice  elected  mayor  of  Fostoria;  served  as  president  of  the  board  of 
trade,  president  of  the  city  hospital  board,  and  director  in  a number  of 
manufacturing  enterprises,  and  was  a member  of  the  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows, Elks,  Mystic  Shrine,  arid  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  He  was 
elected  to  the  Sixty-first  and  reelected  to  the  Sixty-second  Congress,  and 
was  nominated  by  the  Democrats  as  candidate  for  the  Sixty-third  Con- 
gress, but  he  was  killed  in  an  automobile  accident  in  the  summer  of 
1912.  He  was  a man  of  remarkable  energy  and  had  hosts  of  friends. 
His  versatility  and  strength  are  well  indicated  by  the  fact  that  he 
became  a member  of  Congress  when  thirty-one  years  of  age. 
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Frank  H.  Hurd  has  left  a name  gilded  by  fame  as  a great  law- 
yer and  a true  statesman,  and  among  the  Democrats  of  Ohio  he  is  re- 
membered as  one  of  the  ablest  and  best  men  of  his  day.  He  was  bom 
in  Mt.  Vernon,  Knox  County,  Ohio,  December  25,  1841 , and  was  ed- 
ucated at  Kenyon  College,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1858.  He 
studied  law,  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  and  quickly  rose  to  prominence  as 
an  attorney.  He  was  elected  prosecuting  attorney  in  1863,  and  began 
to  take  an  active  part  in  politics.  In  1866  he  was  elected  State 
Senator.  In  1867  he  settled  in  the  city  of  Toledo,  where  he  resided 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  In  1 874  he  was  elected  to  Congress  on  the 
Democratic  ticket  and  served  one  term  at  that  time,  being  defeated  for 
reelection  in  1876.  He  was  again  victorious  in  1878,  but  again  de- 
feated in  1 880 ; then  in  1 882  he  won  for  a third  time,  only  to  be  de- 
feated a third  time,  when  he  came  up  for  reelection.  Those  contests 
made  his  name  familiar  all  over  the  state,  and  his  personality  attracted 
friends  to  him.  He  was  an  earnest  advocate  of  free  trade.  He  was 
the  author  of  several  law  works  among  which  was  “Ohio  Criminal 
Code  of  Procedure/* 

Hon.  David  Tarbell  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  men  of 
his  day  in  southern  Ohio,  and,  for  many  years,  exerted  a distinct 
influence  upon  the  politics  of  Brown  County.  Bom  December  3, 
1836,  he  was  old  enough  to  take  an  interest  in  politics  while  the 
Whig  party  was  still  a factor  in  political  affairs,  and  he  was  nearly 
of  age  when  the  Republican  party  came  into  existence.  He  saw 
many  political  parties  arise,  with  their  various  creeds,  and  make  appeals 
for  public  support,  but  during  his  entire  life  he  remained  an  uncom- 
promising and  aggressive  Democrat.  He  saw  the  Free-soil,  Abolition, 
Greenback,  Know-nothing  and  American  parties  rise  and  fall,  and  he 
lived  to  hear  the  voice  of  the  Socialist. 

David  Tarbell  was  reared  at  Ripley,  Ohio,  and  received  his 
literary  education  at  Ohio  Wesleyan  University  at  Delaware.  He 
read  law  in  the  office  of  Mayor  Chambers  Baird,  at  Ripley,  and  was 
admitted  to  practice  in  the  State  courts,  October  4th,  1858.  On 
February  2nd,  1869,  he  was  admitted  to  the  Federal  courts.  In 
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April,  1858,  he  was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  Union  township. 
Brown  County,  and  in  1861  was  appointed  assistant  Prosecuting 
Attorney.  In  1864  he  was  nominated  for  Probate  Judge  of  Brown 
County,  on  the  Democratic  ticket  and  led  his  ticket  at  the  election. 
It  was  not  a Democratic  year  in  Ohio,  and  Judge  Tarbell  made  a 
remarkable  run  under  the  conditions.  He  was  elected,  and,  at  the 
expiration  of  the  term  (which  was  to  fill  out  the  unexpired  term  of 
his  predecessor)  he  was  reelected  in  1866  for  a full  term  of  three 
years,  which  he  served. 

After  retiring  from  the  Probate  Court,  Judge  Tarbell  became 
a member  of  the  law  firm  of  Devoe,  Tarbell  & Thompson,  and  was 
so  associated  until  1871  when  he  was  again  called  to  a Judicial  posi- 
tion. Under  a new  state  law  authorizing  a special  judge  of  the  court 
of  Common  Pleas,  he  became  a candidate  for  the  position  and  was 
elected  by  a majority  of  1 700.  At  the  end  of  his  first  term,  in  1876, 
he  was  reelected  and  served  until  1882.  He  was  considered  an  ex^ 
ceptionally  fair  and  able  judge,  and  appeals  from  his  court  were  rare, 
as  his  decisions  were  seldom  reversed.  When  he  retired  from  the 
bench  he  was  given  a banquet,  in  February,  1882,  by  the  combined 
bars  of  Brown  and  Adams  counties — a signal  expression  of  the  esteem 
in  which  he  was  held  by  the  legal  profession.  Upon  retiring  from  the 
bench  he  resumed  the  practice  of  law  in  Georgetown,  Ohio,  and  was 
actively  engaged  in  his  profession  for  many  years  thereafter. 

Judge  Tarbell  was  gifted  with  an  unusually  brilliant  and  highly 
trained  mind,  besides  which  he  was  possessed  of  a fine  personality  and 
was  a remarkably  able  and  convincing  speaker.  He  had  pronounced 
political  opinions,  and,  being  able  to  present  his  views  with  force  and 
eloquence,  it  was  quite  natural  that  he  should  become  a power  in  his 
party  and  a notable  figure  at  district  and  state  conventions,  as  well  as 
during  campaigns.  Not  only  in  Brown  county,  but  throughout  South- 
ern Ohio,  he  was  the  most  conspicuous  public  figure  for  many  years 
and  his  advice  and  counsel  were  eagerly  sought  by  candidates  and  party 
leaders  for  more  than  a third  of  a century.  He  was  as  noted  for  his 
faithfulness  to  friends  and  clients  as  he  was  to  principle,  and,  as  a 
consequence,  became  widely  known,  highly  popular,  and  universally 
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esteemed.  At  the  Democratic  State  Convention  held  in  Columbus  in 
1868  he  presented  the  name  of  George  H.  Pendleton  as  a candidate 
for  the  presidency,  and  at  that  convention  was  made  a delegate  to  the 
National  Democratic  Convention  which  met  at  Tammany  Hall,  New 
York,  that  year. 

On  June  1st,  1861,  David  Tarbell  married  Nancy  Salee,  (whose 
death  occurred  February  26th,  1904),  and  they  had  a family  of  five 
children,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  He  died  November  1 7,  1908, 
leaving  behind  him  a spotless  record  and  one  of  the  most  honored 
names  in  Ohio.  Judge  James  W.  Tarbell,  of  Georgetown,  Dr.  R. 
C.  Tarbell,  of  Columbus,  and  David  S.  Tarbell,  proprietor  of  The 
Norwood  Enterprise , are  his  sons,  and  Mrs.  Julia  T.  Buchanan  of 
Columbus,  his  daughter. 

Hon.  Alfred  G.  Allen,  Congressman  from  the  Second  Dis- 
trict of  Ohio,  was  born  on  a farm  near  Wilmington,  Ohio,  July  23, 
1867;  he  attended  the  public  schools  of  Wilmington,  and  afterwards 
entered  the  law  school  of  the  Cincinnati  College,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1890,  when  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar;  since  that  time 
he  has  been  in  active  practice  of  the  law  in  the  city  of  Cincinnati. 
He  served  two  years  as  councilman-at-large  and  two  years  as  a 
member  of  the  board  of  sinking  fund  trustees  of  the  city  of  Cincinnati. 
On  December  10,  1901,  he  married  Miss  Clara  B.  Forbes  of  St. 
Louis,  Mo.  He  was  elected  to  the  Sixty-second  Congress,  and  re- 
elected to  the  Sixty-third. 


Judge  W.  D.  McKemy,  son  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Kir- 
patrick)  McKemy  was  born  at  Rockbridge,  Va.,  February  114, 
1843,  and  is  of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  He  came  to  Ohio  in  1866  and 
settled  for  a time  in  Darke  County.  In  1 867  he  was  graduated  from 
the  Greenville  High  School,  and  afterwards  taught  school  for  a couple 
of  years.  In  1868  he  moved  to  Dayton,  and  there  read  law  in  the 
office  of  Judge  Dwyer.  He  served  as  deputy  Recorder  for  three 
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years  and  as  deputy  Sheriff  for  two  and  a half  years,  and  was  deputy 
county  Treasurer  for  three  years.  In  1878  he  was  admitted  to  the 
bar,  and  in  1879  was  a candidate  for  the  office  of  Probate  Judge,  but 
was  defeated.  In  1882  he  was  again  nominated,  and  in  that  year  was 
elected.  He  made  an  admirable  Probate  Judge  and  was  twice  re- 
elected, serving  three  terms  in  all.  In  1890  he  resumed  the  practice 
of  law. 

Judge  McKemy  has  always  given  his  best  support  and  full 
influence  to  the  Democratic  party,  and  has  been  a great  help  to  the 
party  in  many  campaigns,  both  county  and  state.  He  has  frequently 
been  a delegate  to  county  and  state  conventions,  and  was  a delegate 
to  the  National  Democratic  Convention  at  Chicago  in  1884,  when 
Grover  Cleveland  received  his  first  nomination  for  the  Presidency. 

In  1873  W.  D.  McKemy  married  Florence  Haise  of  Union 
City,  Indiana.  Their  children  are:  Gertrude  L.,  John  W.,  and 
Harry  G. 
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